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Eastern IHstriet of Louisiana y ss. 

Bk it remxmbered. That on the seventh day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, and of 
the independence of the United States the fifty-first FRANCOIS-XAYIER 
MARTIN, of the said district, hath deposited in the Clerk's office for the 
District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Louisiana, 
~ the title of a book, the right virhereof he claims as proprietor and pub- 
lisher, to wit: 

*' The History of Louinana, firom the earliest period. By Francois- 
Xavier-Martin. 

Hac igitur formam crescendo mutate et olim 
* Jmmensi caput orbis erit. Sic 4icere votes* 
Ovid. Metam. xv. 484 4" 485." 

In conformity to an act of Congress of the United States, entitled *' An 
act for the encouragement of learnixig-, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts and books to the authors and proprietors of such copies dunng 
the times therein mentioned;*' and also, to an act entitled ** An act sup- 
plementary to an act, entitled < an act for the encouragement of learning, 
by securing the copies of maps, charts and books, to the authors and 
proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,' and ex- 
tending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving and etching 
historical and other prints." 

W. F. LEA, Dp.. Clerk, U. S. Dist. Court, 
Eastern District of Louisiana. 
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DON Alexander O^Reilly, a lieutenant^eneral of 
the armieB of Spain, had, by a commission bearing 
date Ararijuez, April 16th, 1769, been appointed . 
governor and captain-general of the province of Lou- 
isiana, with "special power to establish in this new 
part of the king^s dominions, with regard io the mili- 
tary force,* police, administration of justice, and 
finances, such )ft Ibrni of government as might most 
effectually secure its dependence and subordination, 
and promote the king^s service and the happiness of 
his subjects," 

The Intendant <^the province was Pon Francisco 
de Loyola. 

Don Manuel Josepfi de Uristia, and Don Felix de 
Rey, accompanied the captsain-geliertil as his asse^^ 
sor» or legal advisers in the judici^tl fi|ndtionsnc£ffaisof> 
fice,and,hisauthorii^was supported by a military force 
equal to three times the number of persons capable of 
hearing arms in the colony. We have se^n that he 
took p6ssession of it, with as little opposition or dif- 
Hculty, as ifhehadheen a French governor, coming 
to supersede a former one. . ' 

lie was waited upon, by every' class of inhabitants, 
with respectfiil submission. A canopied seat was 
placed in tlic largest Ijall of the house he oc^ipied, 
where ho lie Id a uujiieroas leve, at v^hich the ladies 
were not luifrequent attendants. . Ah undistuihed 
tranquility seemed to prevail^ Surprise, and aft^- 
wards anxiety, were excited by his delay to comply 
wilh tlic promise in his message from die IMise, to 
piiliiish, after he Iiad taken possession of the province, 
the ujtiinate intentions of hfe sovereign. * 

One of the first acts of his administration wai^an 
order for a census of the inhabitants of New-Orleans. 
Jt was executed with great accuracy. 'It appeared 
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Amt'Ae ft^regatepopubnioft amoanted to Aree Aoor 
jsand one btnidred an^ lunecy persons, of every age, 
Bex and coldur. The number of iiree persons was 
mneteen hundred and two; tbirfy-<me <^ whom were 
'Uaek, and sixty-eif^t of mixed blood; There were 
tW(?We hundred and twenty-five slaves^ and stx^ do- 
niesltcaied Indiai». The nnnriber of bouses wte four 
liundred and sixty^^ight: the greatest part ef them 
were in the thinl mid IburSi streets from the 
waler^/arid principrily iq the latten 

No oGBsus was taken in the rest of the province; 
but from a r^erence toi the preceding and succeeding 
years, the following s^tement is believed to be cor- 
rect: 
In the city of New-CMeans, as before, 3190 
From the Balize to the city, 590 

Bayou St. John and CrentiU}^, 307 

Tch<Mi^touIas^ . 419^ 

StCaiarles, 639 

St John the Baptist, 544 

La^Fourdie, ^ 267 

IberviUe, 376 

Fointe Crapee, 7S3 

Attetkapas, 409 

Av^lles, 3t4 

Natchiioehes^ fill 

Btafttdes, 47 

wiftsHitii, no 

'• ArkaiKSfi, 88 

St Louis, (Blinois,) 891 

13,538 

Towards die last day of August, the people wei^e 
aiarmed by the wrest of Fooc^ult, tl^ eommissary- 
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^geoeral aad ordoaaateur, De NoTent and BoMbl^ie^ 
two members of the supmor eouncil; LaFreniere^ 
the attCMmey-^g^ieral, and Brand, the king's priniw« 
Thesegentlemen were attending O'RciHy's ieve,ivhea 
he requested them to step into an adjacent apartdaecHi^ 
i^ere they found themselves immediately surround^ 
ed by a body ofgrenadi^^, with fixed bayonets, ^ 
commanding omcer of whotn informed $hem they 
were Ae king's prisoners. The two first were coiii*- 
veyed to their respective houses^ and a jguard was left 
there: ihe<^A'ers were impriscHved in the barracks. 

It had been determined ta make an example <^ 
twelve individuals; two from the army* and an equai 
number from the bar; four planters, and as many 
merchants. Aocordinglyv Marquis andDeNoyant, 
officers of the troOp ; LaFreniere,the attorneyrgeneral, 
and Doucet, (lawyers,) ViHdre, Boisblanc, Mazem 
and Petit, (planters,) and John Milbet, Joi^ph 
Milhet, Caresse and roupet, (merchants,) had been 
selected. 

Within a few days. Marquis, Doucet, Petit, Ma- 
zant, the two Milhets, Caresse and Poupet, J¥^*e ar* 
rested and confined. 

Villere,who was on his plantation at the German 
Coast, had been marked as one of the intended vic- 
tims; but his absence fi^m die city rendering his ar- 
rest less easy, it had been determined to release one 
of the prisoners on his being secured. He had be^i 
apprisedof the impending danger, and it ^ad been 
recommended to him to providelbr his safety by seek- 
ing the protection of the British flag waving at Man- 
shae. When he was deliberating on the step it be- 
came him to take, he received a letter fironfi Aubry, 
the commandant of the French troot>s, as^ring him 
he had nothing u> apprehend^ aad advising him lo r^ 
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imn to the cky. Averite to fligki^as it would inir 
ply a conaciou^iess of guilty be yielded to Aubry^s 
i^commendation ami returned to iVew-Ch'leans; but 
MB be passed the gate, the offieer commanding tlie 
guard arrested him. He was immediately citoveyed 
iNoi board of a frigate that lay at the levee On lin- 
ing of thi8,bislady,a^wid<lauditer of La Chaise,the 
Amner commissary-^etieral and ordonnateor, hasten^ 
^ to the city. As her boat approached the frigate, 
it was hailed and ordered away« She mudq herself 
known^anidsoficited admission to her husband, but 
jwas answered she could not see him, as the captain 
was on shwe^and had left, orders that no communi* 
caikHi should be allowed with the prisoner. yillm*6 
recognised his wife's Voice, and insisted on being 
permitted to s^ her. ; On : tUs . being refused, a strug* 
gle ensued, in whi^h he fell, pierced by tbe bayonete 
ofhisgujards. Hist bloody shirt Arown into the boat, 
announced to the lady that she had ceased to be a 
wife; and a sailor cut the rope that fastened ibe boat 
to the frigate. 

O'Reilly's assessors heard and recorded tbe te8timo<» 
iK^ against the prisoners, and called on them for their 



The prosecution was grounded on a statute of AU 
fonso the eleventh, which is the first law of the sev* 
enth tit{e of^ first partida, and denounces the 
{Mini^ment o£ death and confiscation of^properqr 
against those who excite any insurrection against the 
kmgorstat^,ortake up arms under pretence of ex- 
iendif^ their liberty or rights, and a^inst those who 
give them any assistance. 

Foucault pl^idedhe had done nothing, except in 
h»s<^araaex of cowonkisar^general and ordonateuf 
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of the king of Fmoee in the pfovince, atid to Mitt 
alone he' was aeooantable for the motives that had di- 
rected ^ official covKkK^. The plea was sustained^ 
he was not, however^ released; and a f€!W dayg af- 
terwards, 4ie was transported to France 
- Bffaad offered a mmilar plea, urging, lie was die 
king of France^ printer m Louisiana. The only ao- 
eusation against him, was that he had printed the pe> 
tition of the planters and merchants to the i^perior 
eoancil, soliciting that body to require Ulloa to exhi«> 
bit his poweiss^for depaHi jfie concluded that he was 
boond, by his office, to print whaierer the ordonna^ 
tear sent to his press; and he prcnhiced that officer's 
order to print the petitioa His plea was SMiained, 
and he wasdischai^ed. 

Hie other prisoners declined ako die jurisdiction 
of the trib«iial before which they were - arraigned^ 
Aeir plea was oyerruted. They now denied ^be fiicts 
with which they were charged, contended that if they 
did take place, they did so while the flag of 
France was still waving over the province, ^tnd the 
laws of that kingdom retained their empire in it, and 
thus the facts did not constitate an offence against the 
laws of Spain; that the people of Looisiana could not 
bear the yokes of two sovereigns; that O'Reilly could 
not command the obedience, nor even die respect of 
die cok>nists, untirhe made known to i;hem Im char« 
acterand powers; and diat die Catbelie king could 
mot'count on their aU^iance, till he extended to them 
his protection. 

It had been det^^mined at first, to proceed with 
die utmost rigoqr of the law against six of the prison- 
ers ; . but, ori the deadi of Villere, it was judged suffi- 
cient to do so against five only. * The jurisprudence 
of SfMkin aiuhortsing the infliedoli of a less sevwe 
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|ia^i)hfi^it ihsan tl^it denmmced by tbe statute, v/h&a '■ 
4be dbarge is oot provad |)y iwa fvhnesses to die same 
«ct, but, 4>y oiie with coiroborating oireumstanceflL 
Aocor4iDgl^, two, witaeesea were produeed against 
I)eN<^aiil, Jj^Fi^ere^Marqiiis^ Joseph lifilhet and 
Ckressi^. Thicy were conTicted^ a»d O'Reilly, by 
4he advice of hm 4issateor« eendemned them to be 
liaog^ and prooouaeed ibe t^nfiacati^m of then* 
estates. * . v 

Tbe most earnest and padatetic enti-eaties were 
MSfiioyed by persons in ^i^^ rai^ c^socieiy, to pre- 
vail ^on O^CCeiUy to^reiMt or Susp^Ml the exeeiiti<»i of 
^5@prtfiRpe n\\ the royal ctemency could be imploft* 
ed. He was inexorable; and thetinly indttlgettee 
that could be obtained, was, that death should bein- 
,jflif9led bf^;sbooiing4:in#Bad of Jiat^ng. Widi this 
«aodi&^on,the.demeoce was earned into ^ecution 
tonthemveoty^bifa of September ' 

^n jdie^moTinng 0f ^% day, ihe ^guards, at erery 
^ffM a»A postfof ibe^^ily, wei^e doubled, a^ad orders 
'We«e ^iveo not lo-aUow ai^ body to enter it All 
l^e:^troaips weQ» find^ aims, .and ps^radcd &e streets 
^r-wene^laoedial^ftttlearmy^lcmgdieJ^ on 

the public squane. MMi of the inhabitants 4ed 
into the country. At three o'clock of the afternoon, 
^^yietims w&re led, under a $|i-ong guar^, to the 
Ismfdl^qufiiiein firont of the burracks, ti^ to stakes, 
and an ^xfkymm of liwsketry soon anootunced to the 
few ifdiabitanls who reya^nedtki the city,ihatdi^ 
fi^dswereno morer 

r Foslerity, the jiidge^jof men in power^ ymA doom 
4hifia€^ito public eKeeratiiQi]. No necessity demand- 
ed, no^joiioy justified it UJJoa's cowduct had provo- 
fkeditbeim^siraas <to v^i&Ak die inhaiaiafits bsed i^ 
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sorted. During nearly two years, h^ bad hana* 
ted the province- as a phantom of dubioiiB au- 
thority. The efforts of the colonists, to prevent the 
transfer of their natal soil to a foreign prince, ori- 
ginated in their auachment to their own, and the Ca- 
tholic king ought to have beheld in their conduct a 
pledge df their fiiture devotion to himselC T%ey had 
but lately<seen their country severed, and a part of It 
added to the dominion of Great Britain; theyhai'^ 
bewailed their separation* from their friends and kin- 
dred; and were afterwarcte to^ be alienated, witlKHK 
their consent, and subjected to a foreign j^ke. If the 
indiscretion of a few of diem i^eededan apolo^, the 
commmi misfortune aferded it. 

' A few weeks alfterwards, the proceedings s^iiiifi^ 
the six remaiinng prisoners were broug^it to a cIoi^l 
Onewitness only deposing against any of diem, and 
circumstances c<HToborating the testimony, Bois- 
blanc was condemned to imprisonment for Kfe^ Doii- 
cet,Mazent, John MSlhet, Petit and Poupet wwe 
condemned to imprisonment for various teraMs of 
years. All'were transported to Ifevana, and cast 
into the dungeons of the Moro Castla 

Conquered countries aire generally altoveed, at least 
during a few years, to retain their former laws and 
usages. Loufe the fifteenth, in hfe letter to d^Abadie, 
had expressed' his liope, «md declared he expected it 
from the friendship of the king of Spain, that, for die 
advantage and tranquility of the inhabitants of 
Loui^ana, orders would be. given to the govwnors 
mid other officers sent to die piovince, that the infe- 
rior judges, as well as those of die superior council, 
shmild be allwved to administer justice according to 
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die laws, forms, ftnd usages of the colony. Jt is op* 
pressive, in the highest degree^ to require that a com- 
munity should instantaneously submit to a total 
change in the lawis that hitherto governed it, and be 
compelled to regulate its conduct by rules of which it 
is totally ignorant. 

Such H^as, however,^ the lot of the people of Louisi- 
ana. A proclamation of OReilly, on the twenty- 
first of November, announced to them diat the evi- 
dence received during the late trials, having furnished 
ftrll proof ofthe part the supeuor council had in the re 
volt duiingthe two precMa^ihg years, and ^the iq- 
.ftience it bad exerted in encouraging the leaders, in- 
stead of usipg its best endeavours to keep the people 
in the fidelity and subordination they owed to the 
sovereign. It had become necessary . to abolish that 
tribunal, and to establish, in Louisiana^ that form <^ 
govemment^and mode of administering justice pre- 
scribed by the laws, of Spain, which had long main- 
tained the Cadiolie king^s Aniiefican colonies in per- 
fect tranquillity, content, and subordination. 

The premises might be true, but die conciasiom 
was certainly ilk^caL The indiscreet conduct of a 
fewof the members of the council, the violent mea- 
sures adopted by some of the inhabitants, could not 
certainly be attributed to the organization of that tri- 
bunal, nor to the laws, customs and usages that had 
hitherto prevailed ih die province. Aubry was, 
about to depart ; and were he to stAy, the presidency 
of the council would not belong to him, but tothe 
Spanish chief. Foucaulthad b^n transported; La 
Freniere and De Noyant shot; and Boisblanc was in 
die dungeons of the Moro Castle. Nothing compell- 
ed the new sovereign to retain any of the old mem* 
bers as judges. 

▼oi^ n. 2 
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The proclamatiori ihentioned, that le ll^ superior 
council {^ cabildo would be substituted, and be 
composed of six perpetual regidors, two ordinary 
alcades, an attorney-general-syndic, and a clerk; 
over which the governor would preside in person. 

The offices of perpetual regidor and clerk were to 
be acquired by purchase, and for the first time^atauc- 
tioa The purchaser had die feculty of transferring 
his office, by resignation, to a known and capable 
person, paying one half of its appraised value on the 
first, ana one third on ev^ry other niutatioa 

Among the regidors w<gre to be distributed the o£> 
fices ofAlferez realtor royal standard-bearer; pria«- 
eipal provincial alcade; AlguazU mayar^ or high 
^eriflT; depositary-general, and receiver of fines. 

The ordinary alc^es and attorney-generaL-«yndie^ 
were to be chosen on the first day of every year by 
the cabildo, and were always re-seligible by m unani- 
mous vote,^ but not by the majority, unless afier the 
expiration of two years. At such elections, the yores 
were openly given and recorded. 

The ordinary alcades were indfviduaHy judges 
nithin the city, in rivil and criminal cases, where 
the defendant did not enjoy and claim the privilc^ge of 
being tried by a military or ecclesiastical jucige^^/kefv 
mt/itor, fuero ecdesiastico. They heard and de- 
cided in their chambers summarily, and without any 
written proceeding, all complaints in which the value 
of the object indispute did not exceed twenty doUare. 
In other cases, proceedings before them were recorded 
by a notary; and in an apartment set a pan for 
this purpose, and where the value of the object in 
dispute exct;eded ninety thousand maravedis, orthree 
hundred and thirty dollars and eighty-r^igbt cents, an 
appeal lay fi-om tlieir decision to the cabUdo. 
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This body did^ not examine itself the jadgment ap- 
pealed from, but ehose two f egidors, who, with the 
alcade who had rendered it, reviewed the proceed* 
ings; and if he and either of the regidors stpproved 
Ate decision, it was affirmed. 

The cabildo sar eveiy Friday, hut tfie gorernor 
had tbepolpi^r of convening it at any time. When he 
Sid not attend it,oneof the oi*dinary alcades presided, 
tod immediately on the ndjomuiment, two regidors 
went to his house and informed hhn of wtmt had 
been done. 

'Rie ordinary alcades had the first seats in the ca- 
bildo, immediately after the governor; and below 
them the other members sat, in the following order: 
The alfef^z real, principal provincial alcade, 
afgtiazil mayor, depositary-general, receiver of fines, 
attorney-general-syndic, and clerk. 

The office of alferez real was merely honorary, no 
other function being assigned to the incumbent but 
the bearingof the royal standard in a fe^ public cer^ 
monies. The principal provincial alcade had cogni- 
sance of offences committed without the city; the al- 
guaiil mayor executed personally or by his deputies, 
hll pl^cesses from the dilferent tribunals. The de- 
|iOsitafy general took charge of all moneys and efibcts 
pl&.'ied in the Custody of the law. The functions of 
di6 receirjBf general are pointed out by his official 
denomination. The attomey-^eneral-syndic was not, 
ftl might be suppose fi'om his title, the prosecuting 
OlRcm* of the crovi^n. His duty v^^as to propose to the 
dabildo such measures as the interest of the people 
reqttired, and defend their rights. 

TtTie regidors received fifty dollars each, aiinuaHy, 
flumthetreiftsury. The principal provincial alead^, 
algtuml mayor, depoi^tary general, receiver of fines. 
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and ordinary alcades, were entitled^ aa sucb^ to fees of 
office. 

The king had directed a r^m^nt to be raksed ia 
the province, under the style ol the Regim^it of 
Louisiana, and had made choice of Don J. Estecheria 
as its colonel This officer not having as yet arrived^ 
Unzaga regulated its orgpni^^tion, and assumed the 
provisional command. «A number of commissiona 
for officers in this regiment were sent by O'Reilly* 
They had been filled with the names of such inhabit 
tants as Ulloa had recommended. These conmiis- 
sions wfere cheerfully accepted ; the pay and emol- 
uments in the colonial regiments of Spain being 
nnich more considerable than in the French. The 
ranks of the regiment were soon filled, soldiers 
in the service of Franceand in the regiments brought 
by O'Reilly being permitted to enlist in it. 

The sup(Jies which the Spanish government had 
destined to its military fcnrce in Louisiana were uxh 
accountably delayed. The dearth of provisions in 
New^Orleans became excessive, owing to an increase 
of population, much larger than that of the ci^ be«« 
fore tne arrival of the Spaniards. Flour rose to « 
twenty dollars the barrel A momentary relief was 
diHaiped by the. arrival of Oliv^ Pollock, in a briff 
from Baltimore,^^ with a cargo of that article, whoo& 
fered the load to O^Reilly on his own terms. Ht 
declined accepting itthus^and finyally purchased it at 
fifteen dollars the barrel O'Reilly was so well plea^ 
sed with the bargain, that he told Pollock he should 
have a free trade to Louisiana as long as he lived. . 
and a report of his conduct on this occasian wooU 
1b3 made to the king. 
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The cabikio'held its first sesdon on the first of De- 
cember, under the presidency of O'Reilly. There- 
S 'dors' offices had l]Neen purchased by Don^Francieco . 
[aria Reggio, Don Pedro Francisco OliTier de Ve- 
zue, Don Carlos Juan Bautibta FIeurian,Don An« 
Ionia Bienvenu^ Don Jose DaeFos,and Don Dyonisio 
Brand. Don Juan Bautista Oaric, who had held 
the office of clerk of the superior council, had acqui- 
red the same office in the Chbildo. 

Reggio was alferez real; De Veztn, principal 
provincial aldade; Fleurian, alguazU nUiyor; Du- 
cros, depositary general; aud Bienvenue, receiver of 
^fines. 

Don Louis de Unzaga, colonel of the regiment of 
Haivana, oneof those who had come with O'Reilly, 
h»i the king's commission as governor of the pro* 
vince, but was not authorised to enter upon the duties 
of that office, until die departure of O'Reilly, or the 
declaration of his will . Immediately after the instal- 
lation of the cabildo, he^ made this declaration, and 
yielded the chair of that tribunal to Unzaga. 

O'ReiHy ijever came to the cabildo afterwards. 
Unzaga exercised the functions of governor $ but die 
former, as captain-geileral, continued to make regu* 
lations. 

He caused a^ set of instructions, which Don Jose de 
Uristia and Don Felix de Reyhad prepared by hi9 
wder, to be published. They Telat^ (o< the institu-^ 
don o^and proceedings in,civil and criminal actionsi 
a<x^rding to the laws of Castille and the Indiei^, and 
for the government ofjudg^v officers and parties, till 
by the introduction of the Spanish language in the 
province, they might have the means, of acquiring a 
better knowledge of those Jaws. ^ them was an- 
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nexed acompefidioQd abridgment of the criminal 
laws^and a few directions in regard to last wills and 
testaments. 

From this period, it is believed the laws of Spain 
became the sole guide of the tribunals in their deci- 
sions. As these laws, and those of France, proceed 
from the same origin, the Roman code, and there is 
a great similarity in their dispositions in regard to 
matrimonial rights, testaments and successions, the 
transition was not perceived before it became com- 
plete, and very little inconvenience resulted from it 

The provincial officers of Louisiana were, besides 
the captain-general, a governor, vested with civil and 
military powers; an intendant, charged with the ad- 
ministration of -the revenue and amniralty mauers, 
th^ same person acting often in the double capacity of 
governor and intendant; an auditor' of war and as- 
sessor of government, whose duty it was to fiimish 
legal advice to die governor, the first in military, the 
second in civil affiirs; an assessor of the intendan- 
cy, who rendered a hke service to the intendant 
professional characters being very few in Louisiana, 
the same individual often acted as auditor of war and 
assessor of the govemmenrand intendancy, and he 
also assisted the cabildo, principal, provincial, and 
ordinary alcades; a secretary of the govemment and 
one of the intendant ; a treasurer and a eonladot 
Or comptroller! a store keeper and a purveyor; a sur- ' 
veyor general; a harbourmaster; an interpreter 6f 
the French and English languages, and an Indian 
interpreter; three notaries pubUc ; a collector and 
comptroller of the customs; S cashier; guarda 
major^ searcher, and notary to the custom house. 
' Every officer who received a salary of more than 
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Areehundfed dollars a year^ waft appointed by the 
erowi>; odiors were so, by the governor or intendants 
in dieir respective departments. 

The governor ex^ereised Judietal powers in dvil 
ai^ criminal miners throughout the province^ as did 
the intendant in fisoaJ and admiralty, and the vicar* 
general in eec)egia£^ical. These officers were sole 
judg^,in their respective courts. The two former 
were assisted by an auditor or assessor, whose opin* 
ion they might, on their own responsibility, disregard. 

In every parish, an officer of die army or mihtia^ of 
no higher grade than a captain, was stationed as civil 
and military commandant His duty was to attend 
lo the police of the parish and preserve its^pc^ce. He 
was instructed to examine the passports of all travel* 
!ere^ and suflfer no one to settle, within his jurisdiction, 
without the license of the governor. He had jurisdic- 
tion of all civil casesin which tl^ value of theobject in 
dispute did not exceed twen^ dollars. In more 
important cas^, he received the petition and answer, 
took down the testimony, and transmitted die whole 
to the governor, by whom the record was seat to the 
proper tribunal He had the power to punish slaves^ 
and arrest and imprison free persons charged with of- 
fences, and was bound to transmit immediate infor- 
mation of the arrest, with a transcript of the evidence, 
to the governor, by whose order the accused was ei* 
dier discharged or sent to the city. They acted also 
as notaries public, arid made inventories and sales of 
die e^i$^es.x>f the deceased^ and attended to the execu- 
tion of judgments .rendejred in the cLty„ against defen- 
dants who resided in the parish* . 

When the commandant was taken from the army, 
he continued to receive the pay and emoluments of 
his rank. When he wa& not, and had not any peh- 
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sion from the king, an annual suin of one hundred 
dollars was paid to him fh>m the treasury, for station- 
ary and other small expenses. All were entitled to 
lees in the exercise of judicial and notarial functions. 

The Spanish language was ordered to be employ* 
ed by all public officers in their minutes; but the use 
of the French was tolerated in the judicial and nota* 
lial acts of Commandants. 

Towards the middle ^December, O'Reilly left 
the city to visit the* settlements of the German and 
Acadian coasts, Iberville and Pointe Coupee. 

' f 

On the firsfof January, the cabildo made choice 
<^ Lachairie, a graqd-son of the former commissary* 
general and ordonnateur, and St. Denis, as ordinaiy 
atcades for die year 1770« - ^ 

Don Gecilio Odoardo arrived with a commission of 
auditor of war and assessor of the government; 
and Don Joseph de Uristia and Don Felix de BLey 
sailed for Havana. 

Meetings of .the most notable planters were con«> 
vened, on thearrival of O^Reilly, in each parish^ oa 
his way up the river. Altho' his conduct at New- 
Orleans was ill calculated to attach die people to 
the sovereign whom he represented, he was every 
where received with dumb submission: but diey did 
not appear very anxious to improve the opportunity^ 
which his vi^it was intended to offer, or make him 
any communication or remonstrance. 

^ A number of Frenqh soldiers enlisted in the Span- 
ish service Mahy were discharged and received 
grants of land. Those who did not choose to remain 
under die authority of the Catholic king, were offered 
the alternative of a passage to France or Hispaniola. 
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Aubry sailed with those who preferred returning 
home. The artillery was put on board of a vessel 
which carried those who were destined for St, Do- 
mingo. She was never after heard of. 

BobeDescloseaux,whohad acted, during a short 
time, as commissary-general and ordonnateur, on the 
death of L^urouvifliere in 1759, remained in New- 
Orleans, by order of the French, and with the con- 
sent of the Spanish king, to attend to the redemption 
pfthepapersecurities,emitted by the former coloni- 
al administration *» a very considerable quantity of 
which was still in circulation. 

Peter Chester, on the death of governor Elliot of 
West Florida, succeeded him in the latterpart of Jan- 
uary^ 

On his return, O'Reilly jjublished, on the 8th ofFe- 
bruary^ a number of regulations, in regard to the 
grant of vacant land. 

To ^very family, coming to settle in the province, 
a tract was to be granted of six or eight arp^ents in 
friMit, on the Mississippi, with a depth of forty; on 
condition that the^rantee should, within three years, 
construct a levee and finish a highway of forty feet, 
at least, in width, with parallel ditches towards the 
l^ree,^and on the opposite side, with bridges at regu- 
lar distances, and enclose and clear the whole front 
of the grant to the depth of two arpents at least. 

The arable land^ on the points formed by the river, 
having but litde depth, it was provided that grants 
might be made there of twelve arpents in fi-ont, or the 
land was granted to the owners of the adjacent tracts, 
in order to secure an uninterrupted continuation of 
die levee and high way. 

In order to secure an early compliance with the 
conditions of the grants, the grantee wasdeclated in- 

TOL.II. 3 
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capable of alienating the land until the stipulated im- 
provements were made. 

Grants of a square league were authorised in the 
districts of Attakapas, Opelousas and Natchitoches^ 
where the inhabitants paid more attention to raising 
cattle than to the cuhure of the soiL Where the 
land was less than a league in depth, the grant was 
of two leagues in front, with a depth of half a league. 
But no grant of forty-two arpents in front and depth 
was authorised to be made to any person who was 
not the owner of one hundred head of tame horned 
cattle, a few horses and sheep, and two slaves. 

All cattle were required to be branded by the own- 
er before the age (rf eighteen months; and ail older 
unbrmded cattle were declared unclaimable. 

Nothing being thought^nore injurious to the peo- 
ple than strayed cattle, without the destruction of 
which the tame ones cannot increase, time wasgiv^i 
till the first day of June, 1771, to collect the strays; 
after which period^ it is declared they may be 
considered as wifd,and killed by anyone: none may 
oppose it, or claim property in such cattle. 

All grants are to be made, in the king^s name, by 
tht^ governor of the province, who is^ at the same 
time, to appoint a surveyor to fix the boundaiieB 
both in front and depth, in presence of the ordinary 
judge of the district and in that of the two ad- 
joining settlers, who are to be present at the survey^ 
and are to subscribe the process verbal which is to be 
made. The surveyor is direqfed to make three co- 
pies of it, one of which is to be deposited in the office, 
of the clerk of the cabildo, another in, that of the go- 
vernor, and the third delivered to diegrafttee* 

In a proclamation of the twenty-secOnd of Febroa- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



IfTO] THE FIRST. 19 

rj, the captain-general assigned a revenue to the city 
.ofNew-Orleana It was toconsist of an annual tax 
rf forty dollars on every tavern^ billiard table, and 
cc^e-house ; another of twenty dollars on every 
boarding-house; an imposition of one dollar on every 
barrel of brandy brought to the city; and a tax of 
'three hundred and seventy dollars, to which the 
butchers voluntarily submitted, under an express de- 
claration that they thereby meant to authorise no al- 
teration now or thereafter in the priceof meat, which 
they said ought not ever to take place without ne- 
cessity. 

fo enable the city to defray the expenses necessa- 
ry to keep up the levee, an anchorage duty was 
granted to it, of six dollars upon every vessel of two 
hundred tons and upwards, and hau that sum on 
smaller pnea ' . 

O'Reilly further grant^ to the city, in the king^s 
name, the ground on both sides of the public square, 
or place d'armes, from Levee to Chartres and Conti 
streets, having a front of three hundred and thirty-six 
feet on the square, and eighty-four feet in depth. 
The ground was soon afterwards sold on a perpetu- 
al yearly rent Don 'Andre Almoster became the 
^rchaser of it. 

By a special proclaiDiation, the black code, given 
by Louis the fifteenth to the province, was re-enacted 

With the view of putting an end, in some degree, 
♦o the practice of the Indians of dooming prisoners oi 
war to death, with cruel and protracted torments, the 
colonial government allowed the <;olonists to pur- 
chase and hold them as slaves; and there was a 
considerable number of them in the possession of 
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planters. O'Reilly, by a special proclamation, de- 
clared that the practice of reducing Indians to slave* 
ry, was contrary to the wise and pious laws of Spain ; 
but that until the pleasure of the sovereign was mani^ 
festedf the owners of such slaves might retain them. 

With the view ofguarding against the introduction 
of foreigners into the province, all persons were 
prohibited to receive or entertain any foreigner not 
provided with a passport from the goyernor, or . to 
furnish him with any horse, or land or water car- 
riage. 

It was also expressly prohibited to purchase gpy 
thing from persons navigating the Mississippi, or 
lakes, without a passport: it was, however, permit- 
ted to sell fowls and other provisions to boats or ves- 
sels, provided the fowls or provisions were delivered 
on the bank of the river, and payment received in 
money. 

A fine of one hundred dollars, and the confiscation 
of the articles purchased, was denounced against the 
delinquent, one third of the whole being the 
reward of the informer. 

A. number of police regulations were made. 

No change took place in the ecclesiastical govern- 
ment of the province, father Dagobert, the superior 
of the capuchins, was permitted to continue in the ex- 
ercise of his pastoral functions, as curate of New-Or« 
leans, and in the administration of the southern part 
of the diocess of Cluebec, of ^hich the bishop had 
constituted him vicar-generaL The other capuchins 
were maintained in the curacies of thuir respective 
parishes. 
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jThe att^n4ance of the Ursulinenuns,iij thahospital, 
according to a bull they had obtained fromlhe pope» 
was dispensed with; 'the services of these ladies 
had become merely nominal, being confined to 
the daily attendance of two nuns, during the visit of 
the king's physician. Having noted his prescriptions, 
they withdrew, contenting themselves with sending 
fi^m the dispensary, which was kept in the convent, 
the medicines he had ordered. The Catholic king 
had directed that two nuns should be maintained at 
his expense; for each of whom, sixteen dollars were 
be paid, monthly, to the convent out of his treasury. 

Don Francisco de Loyola died, and was succeed- 
ed in the intendancy,^r interim^ by Gayarre, the 
contador. 

By a vessel from Bordeaux, the colonists were in- 
formed, in the latter part of the spring, of the fate of 
their late thiefe. The conduct of Foucault had been 
disapproved by his sovereign, and he had been lodged 
in the bastille, where he was still confined. The 
vessel, ift which Aubry had sailed, foundered in the 
Garonne, near the tower of Cordovan. Every one 
on board perished, except the caj)tain, doctor, a Ser- 
jeant, and two sailors. The king evince<f his sense 
of Aubry 's sefvices, by pensions to his brother and 
, sister. He had served in Canada and Jllinois before 
he came to Louisiana, and was at Fort Duquesne, 
when it was attacked by thcT British under General 
Forbes, 

O'Reilly took passage in the summer, with all the 
troops he had brought, except twelve hundred men, 
who were left for the service of the province, leaving 
behind no favourable impression of the government 
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by whom he was sent Most of the merchahts and 
mechanics of* New-Orleans had withdrawn to Cape 
Francois, in the island of Hispaniola. Many of the 
easiest planters (for there were no wealthy ones) had 
followed them ; and the emigration was so great, that 
O'Reilly, a few days before his departure, determin* 
ed to check it, by withholding passports from appli- 
cants. This measure excited great uneasiness, and 
a general dissatisfaction pervaded every class of so- 
ciety. The motto on his coat of arms was FortUu^ 
dine et Prudentia. He does not appear to have at« 
tendfsd to the admonition it contained. It is in the 
combined practice of both these virtues, that those 
who rule others find their greatest glory; because it 
best promotes the felicity of the people. The chief, 
who attends alone to.the display of the former, may 
obtain a momentary glaire, but will sooner or later 
find himself disappointed, and the peopTe . will be the 
victims of his error. 

The year 1770 is remarkable in the annals of 
North America, by the first effusion of blood, in the- 
dissentions between Great Britain and her colonies, 
which originated in the passage of the stamp act, soon 
after the peace of Paris, and terminated in the inde* 
pendence tff the latter. The inhabitants of Boston 
viewed with displeasure two British regiments quar« 
tered thera Frequent quarrels had arisen between 
them and the soldiers. On the fourth of March, an 
affray took place, near the barracks, which brought 
out a part of the main guard, between whom and' 
the townsmen blows ensued. The soldiers fired; 
three of the inhabitants were killed, and five danger- 
ously wounded. The alarm bells wer^ immediately 
rung, the drums beat to arms, andean immense multi* 
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tude assembled. Inflamed with rage at the Tiew of 
the dead bodies, they were with difficulty prevented, 
by their most infltfbntial friends, from rushing on the 
troops. The officer of the guard and the soldiers 
who had fired were apprehended. He and six of the 
men were acquitted: two were found guilty of man* 
slaughter. 

ArcKifes-'^azeUes — Marshal. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Buccardly. — Doucet and his companions re- 
leased, — Commerce of New-Orleans.' — Royal 
Schedtde. — Marquis de la Torre — Hurricane — 
Spanish language. — Bishoprick of Cuba. — 
Bohe Descloseaux.-^Daniel Boonc-^^Tea des- 
troyed in Boston — Fagot de la Gariniere. — 
Grant of lands. — Creeks and Chickasqws.-^ 
First Congress in Philadelphia — Parlementar 
ry proceedings. — General Gage. — General Ly- 
man. — Battles of Lexington and BunkerhiU. — 
Livasion of Canada^ — Olivier ds Vezin. — La 
Barre dela Cestiere. — Don Bernard de Galvez. 
-^Unzaga promoted. — The British land on 
Long Island.-^BaUleq^BrQoklynr-' Washington 
evacuates New-York^ and crosses tiie Hudson. — 
Attacks at Trenton. 

O^Reilly's commission having a particular object^ 
which was now accomplished, Don Antonio IMUuia 
Buccarelly, captain-general of the island of Cuba« 
succeeded, hini, as captain-general of the province of 
Louisiana. 

An appeal lay in certain eases from the tribunals of 
the^rovince to the captain-general ; from him to the 
royal audience in St« Domingo, in the island of His- 
paniola ; and from thence to the council of the Indies 
in Madrid. 

Charles flie third disapproved of O'Reilly's con- 
duct, and he received, on his landing at Cadiz, an 
order prohibiting his appearance at court 
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The oi^hwry alcitded for the year 1771 , were Chof 
tert and Foretall. 

T^ colonists now heard with pleasure that Fou- 
€Mh had been released from his oonfinement in the 
bastille^ in which he had remain^ eighteen months; 
that the eldest son of Mazent, who was in the Moro 
€adtle, ander O'Beilly's sentence of imprisonment, 
had gon6 to Madrid, thrown himself at the 
l^t of the king, and solicited his father's pardon, 
^Kflfering, if another victim was indispensable, to take 
his pfac^. His application was seconded by the 
dburt of France, and all those who had been sent from 
LouisAii^a to the Moro Castle received a pardon. 

FoUcault had gone to the island of Bourbon, ia 
die cSfpacity of commissary-general and ordonateur. 

Nbne of the other priscwiers, now liberated, return- 
M' toL<misiana. Most of ^ them settled in Cape. 

Tto commerce of the province suffered greatly 
ftoMk the restrictive system of Spanish regulations. 
]By a royal schedule, which Ulloa had published in 
New-Orleans, on the sixth of September^ 1766, ^e 
trade of Louisiana liad been confined to six ports of 
the p»iinsula« These were Seville, Alicant, Cartha- 
gena, Malaga, Barcelona, and Coruna; and no 
trkde was to be carried on in any other than Spanish 
tMrilt ihessels, owned and commanded by the king's 
i^bjects. Vessels sailing to or from Louisiana, were 
irii^hibited from entering any other port in the Span- 
ish dominions in America, except in case of distress, 
ted they wfere then sabjected to strict examination 
Und heavy chaises. * 

By a royal schedule of the twenty-thinfof March, 
V768, hotVever, the commerce of Louisiana had been 
jbvored by an^emp^on'fr6r||||lty, on any foreign or 
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Spanish merchandise, both in the exportation from 
any of the ports of the peninsula, to which the com- 
merce of the province was permitted, and on^ the 
importation into New-Orleans; but the exportation 
of specie or produce was burdened with a duty of four 
p^cent. 

Permission had lately been g^nted for the admiflK 
rion^of two vessels from France every year. 

The merchants of New-Orleans complained of 
this restrictive system, as very oppressive, Th^ 
could not advantageously procure, in any of the six 
ports of the peninsula, named m the schedule of 
1766, the merchandise they wanted, nor find there a 
vent for the produce of the province. The indigo of 
Louisiana was in no great demand in any port of 
Spain, where that article might be procured of a 
much ' better quality from Guatimala, Caraccas, and 
'Other provinces on the ndain. Furs and peltries were 
^ with difficulty sold or preserved in so warm a climate, 
and timber and lumber could not well bear the ex- 
pense of transportation to such distant countries. 
They also com|)Iained that the British ei^rossed ail 
the trade of the Mississippi. 

Vessels of that nation were incessantly plying on 
that stream. Umler the pretence of trading to those 
ports, on the left bank, over which their flag was dis* 
played,.they supplied the people in the city and on 
the plantations, above and below, with goods and 
slaves. They took in exchange whatever iheir cus- 
tomers had to spare, and extended to them a most lib- 
eral credit, which the good faith of the purchasersr 
amply jastifiod. Besides very lai^ warehouses 
near the p*ts at M anshac,-Baton Rouge and Natch- 
ez, and a number of vessels .constantly moored^ a 
short distance above 9|ipwx»0rleans, cqpposite to the 
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npotnow knOMm bb thf^ &uxbourg La Fayette^ ih? 
Briiish had two large ones^ or floating warehouses, 
^t^hinsofwhieh were fitted up. with she|ves aad 
counters, as a store These constantly plyed along 
the shore, and at the call of any planter, stopped 
before his door. ^ * 

About one hundred and sijtty thousand dollars 

were brou^t annually from Vera Cruz, since the.ar- 

rival of O'Reilly^ for defraying the expenses of the 

colonial government: the indigo crops were worth 

-about one hundred and eighty thousand : fors and 

peltries were exported to the amount of two. hundred 

thou^nd: one hundred thousand were received for 

timber, lumber and provisions. All this formed an 

aggregate of seven hundred thousand dollars to pay 

for imported goods, which was entirely enjoyed by 

'British traders, expept only the cargoes of two-French 

vessels, and about fifteen thousand dollars, the value 

of boards shipf)ed to Havana for sugar boxes. 

Batteaux left New-Orleans for Pointe Coupee, 
Natchitoches, the Arkansas and St. Louis; but most 
of their cargoes were taken, on their way, from the 
British floating warehoiises, or the stores at Man- 
sbac. Baton Rouge, oc Natchez. ^ 

British adventurers found also, in Louisiana, the 
'nneans of ftmning agricultural establishments, on 
, the left bank of the Mississippi, above Maiichac, where 
land was obtained with much facility. An indiyid- 
nal chartered a vessel of about one hiuidred and fifty 
tons in Jamaica, for five hundred dollars. He put 
on board goods, and about twenty or thirty slaves, 
which he obtained on credit. Entering the Missis- 
sippi with these, he disposed of the goods and three- 
fourtfis of the slaves, and recdved in exchange, pro- 
duce sufficieat to pay for the whole and the hire of his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2« CfiAfT&. [tm 

s^fss^ With five iursi^ gbiveo^be NgiR % plutatimii 
ob^ininK ccedit, in a «ton^ D^r it, fer )m fanning 
utensils, and tbe meaivf (^ procuring 0ome cattle aai 
hi^ subsistence till he noiatflp a eropi. Afti^ a few 
yearp he was a fermer in easyciiK^iHn^tanc^ff. 

The British owed to this trade, witfi the feraitf 
subjects of France, much, if not all, th^r estaU^* 
ments on the left bank pf the Mississippi^ besides the 
great advanta^ they derived from its imvigaticdi. 
A Frenpb ^der durst not shew the flag cf his nai** 
uon, ap4 was compelled to charter a C^tish boooHft^ 
^d load her wjth goodss hut th^ BIritiab fhercjiant 
i9rho sold them, and was certain le be paid* reafised 
much greater profits, . 

Unzaga winked at Hm infraction of the oommer^ 
cial and revenuelawsi(^Spain,and disregard^ the 
elamojirs of the merchants of New^Orleans, who sua? 
pected diat the indulgoace shewn to Britrah tradem 
was not gratuitpus. 

The ordinary alcades, chosen by the cahildo, for 
the year 1773, were Am^ot and the Chi^i^i^ de 
Yilliers. * ^ 

On the promotion of BuceareUy to the viee'4t>yaliy 
of Mexico, the Marquis de la Torre succeeded him 
a$captain-generat of the isdand of Cuba and the pra* 
vince of Louisiana. 

CqI Estecheria arrived, and aammed the eom^ 
noiand of the regiment of Louisiana. 

Most of the forces which O'lteilly had Idfl m Neww 
Orlean3sail^ for Havana. 

The country was desolated^ in the summer of this 
year, by a hurriQane^ of whi^^R^Bian has pram^ed 
the detail^ It began on the test day of August, and 
continued wtilthi.tJ^id of September. Jt was not, 
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h&vmjmti&lt m IN^rOrteans, where 4fae ireatiier 
eontinued fine, though the wind Mewverj high from^ 
die easi. 1 n lake Ponchartrain and the pi»s4^ of ihe 
Bi^oletB and Chef Menteur, the i^ater rose to ftlpro* 
digious height, and Ae islands in ihe" neighbourbao^ 
were seven^l feet under water. The retssels, at the 
Baltsse, were all drii^en imo the mBrdies^and a Spun* 
ish diip fcondered, and every person on board pefp 
isbed. Along the coast, from lake Borgne to Pen^ 
flHiC€>la, the wind ranged from south soutbr^st and 
east) but &rther west it blew wi^ greatest Tiolence^ 
fipom north north-east and east A sehooner, belong* 
ing4o the ftritbb government, having a detachment of 
die 0ixleenih regiment on board, was driven wester* 
lyas far as Cat' island, under the wiestern part erf" 
which [rfie cast anchor; but the water rose so high 
diat skte parted her cable and iloateA' over die island. 
The wind entirely destroyed the woods for aboift 
Airty miles from the sea shore. At Mobile, the 
^fectsof it were terrible. Vessels, boats, and logs 
were draw^ up the streeii t^ a great distance. The • 
^11^ ^nd hollows, as well as die lower grounds of 
the town, w^re so MhA with logs, that the inhabitants 
easily provided themselves ,wi& their winter supply 
of fuel. The salt «pray was carried, hf- the wind, 
feiur 6r five miles fifom the sea shore, and dien de* 
seended in showera 

For thirty miles up a branch- of *e Paseagoula, 
vdiici), from tfie numberof cedar trees on its * bank, 
is called C^edar creek, there, was scarcely a tree left 
landing: the pines were thrown down or bro- 
ken; and those trees whi<^ did^ n6t entirely yield to 
die violence of the wind, were twisted- like ropes. 

But the most singular effect of this hurricane, was 
the produc^yon d*a seoondgrawih Cleaves and fruit 
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on the mulberry trees. Tbi^ hardy tree budded, fbl- 
^ iated, blossoined tfnd bore froU within fonr weeks 
after the storm« 

With ihe view of promoting the instruction of the 
rising generation in the Spanish tongae, a priest 
was brought over from Spain, at the king^s expense, 
who, with two assistants, taught the elements of that 
language. Four young women were also sent from 
•. Havana, who took the veil in the convent of the Ur- 
sutine nuns of New<»Orleans, and were empk>yed im 
teaching Spanish to young persons of their sex.-— 
This was the only encouragement given to learning 
during the whole perhid of the Spani^ government 
The winter was so severe thi& year tlmt the<minge 
trete perished. 

The breach #hich 'the stamp act had occasioned 
between the British North American provinces and 
their mother country, was daily widening; and 
this year, on the suggestion of the province of Mas- 
sacliusetts bay, commiifees - were a ppointed^ within 
the others, for the purpose of correspondence and the 
organization of a system bf resistance to the measures 
adopted by parliament, 

Duplessis and Doriocourt were the ordinary xA* 
cades chosen on the first of January, 1773. 

It being deemed improper that a Sp&irish province 
~ should continue to form a part of a French bishop- 
rick, Louisiana was now separated from that oi 
Quebec, and . annexed to that of Cuba, and Don 
Santiago Joseph de Ecbevaria, the incumbent of the 
latter see, appointed Father Dagobert bis viciar-ge- 
lieral in the province. , ^r * 

* Bobe Descloseaux, who had remaiiied in New- 
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Orleaod to attend to ^ redemption of the bills of 
eredit emitted, by the French govenupent, havmg , 
previously obtained the consent of hid sovireign^iiow 
sailed for Gape Francois. Amelot, an engineer, and* 
Garderat, a major of infantry, took passage in the same 
dbip, with the widow of Carlier, the former comptrol-r 
ter of the marine, her two daygbter8,and3 fe^ other 
French offioerst who bad been detained by their pii* 
vate concerns. Neither the ship nor iany of the pas* 
9«^rs were ever heard of, after she left the Balize, 

Time, and Unzaga's mild administration, beg^n to 
reconcile the colonists to tKeir fate. The resources 
which they found in a clandestine trade with tb^ 
Efritisb, and tbc-sums brought from . Vera Crue to 
meet ite expenses / of government, circulating in 
tbe Qountry, bad enabled many planters to extend 
their estabHshments. ^ But many had employed f^ 
this purpose the proceeds of their crops, which jus* 
tice required to be reserved for the discharge of their 
debts. To the difficulties which indiscretion had 
created, were superadded those that were occasioned 
by the ravages of the late hurricane. The disap* 
pointed creditors became clamorous, and some be- 
gan to attempt coercing payment . by -legal m^sures. 
Over , these^ the influence of a governor of a .Spanish 
colony is very great Uracaga exerted his, in allay- 
ing the clamours of injured creditors, without dis- 
tressing honest debtors, by employing^ coercion a- » 
gainst diose onlv ^iho^ere a'ble, but unwilling to dis- 
cbarge their debts. He gaw evidence of his impar- 
tiality in this respect, by conipelUng St. Maxent, a 
in^eakhy planter, whose daughter he. had married 
and who sought to avail himself of this circumstance 
to bid defiance to his creditors. In this manner, he 
obtained indulgence for those d^ors wIk> really re- 
quired it. 
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Daniel tto6n#, with his fkodtly an4foar olhor^ and 
sri^ut forM^^fite men frdoi Powell's Valley, tN^an tkm 
fe^t ihe wr^t settlement on Kentuokjr nver. 

TheBritkh East In^a aompvctty havirig ma^ 
large shipments of tea m BasUmj New- York, Philft- 
delphiat and Chartestdn, the people in diwe eities dp- 
posed its landing. I^ the firsts they went maeh fiiiS- 
then On hearing of the arfiiral of the companyHif 
shit^ there, it was voted, by^ aeclamation^ inn numer- 
ous nieeting of the inhabitant, that ^ tea should not 
be landed; m)r the duties^ on it paid; bot that ie 
^6\M be sent' back in the same vessels in which iC 
had been brought. 0n the adjoufnmem of tb^ 
ilie^i^, an immense crowd repaired to tt^ qcMty, arift 
i number of the most resolute, disguised as Mohawk 
indiaris, boarded the ships; and, ifi about two hours, 
iHTok^ open three hundred and fofty bosces of ito^ and 
diisehafged tt^ commts into the sea. -' 

The eabildb made choice of Forsrtall andC^abei^, 
as o^itfary akiadesforChe year IT74; and eaify ia 
January, Fagot de la Gariniere, tock his seal in 
Aat body, as a: perpetual regidbr^a^d receiver (t^ 
fees; having purchased these offices from Bienvenu, 
ibr foiirt^en4iuudi'ed doHara *'* - 

Onth^tetidi df May, Lotus the Meemh;th^ tost 
monart^h of France, who reigned ovef Louisiana, 
dSed, ih the Sixty-fifth yeai't^f his age, and was sue-* 
deeded by his grand-son^ Ae Duke of Beify, the un- 
fortonjtteLottis thesijiteenth. 

By a royal scTiediile of the fburth of August^ Ut^ 
power of granting V&.cant lands, in the province, watf 
Vested* in the gov^nor, accordlrig to the regulation^ 
nmcte l^ O^eilly, oia the eighth of Jaaiuary, 1710. * 
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The Creeks and Chickasaivs, this year, s^it a 
number of their chiefs to Charleston, in South Caro- 
Kna, where they made a cession to the British of se- 
Teral millions of acres of valuable land, in payment 
of dieir debts to traders of that nation. 

Early in.SeptembCT, del^ates ftom twelve of die 
Ifoitish North American provinces met in congress, in 
die ciiy of Philadelphia. They prepared a petitimi 
toihe king, and an address to the people of threat 
Britain, on the subject of their grievai^ces. 

The resentment of paVlmment, on hearii^ of the 
destruction of the tea at Boston, was manifested by 
^ ocdusion of that port, undl reparation should be 
made to the £ast India company; and thekii^ de- 
clared himself eonvinq^ that good order would 
so<m be restored in the town. Another statute was 
passed annulling the charter of the province of MaS'r 
sacfausetts bay, and authori^ng the transportation 
from any of the provinces, for trial in another pro* 
vinceor in England, 9f any p^'son indicted fi>r|9nur« 
d^, or any other capital oflTenee. A sitatute was also 
pi^sed^for quartering soldiers on the inhabttantSr 
The boundaries of Ae« province <rf* Quebec w«e 
extended, so as to include the territory between the 
lakes, the Ohio and the Mi^is^ippi, and its governw 
mfint was^^ested tp^ a legislative council, to be appoint^ 
ed by the crown; At the requ^t of the CanadiaBs^ 
^ Frioich laws were restored to them in civil mat* 
tQ«BL Two years after, in die decj^pition of inde- 
peiMlence^ these4ast measures were ui^ed as grounds 
^ eoni^aint, by die American cxmgress, agai^ 
George the third, tlfit ^^he had abolished the free 
wpmem of Ei^Ksh laws in a^neighbourii^province, 
CBiaUisfaing therein an aiiiMtrary. government, and 
evt^nding i^ beundaries, so as to render it at once 

Yoi- n, 5 
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fiirc^mnirfeand instrwfK^tlbr mlrodu^ng Itie same 
ab^oIa(e rule ih the otfieF coloiiiea^' 

]n the mecinwhik^ General Qage fortified Boston^ 
»eciu acM bact the antmunitioiiaiicl stores in the pro^ 
vincial arsenal at Caoibridge, aod the powder ie the 
mi^asine at Charfeston, brought toAmtotu 

Iluiossat and D^f(esf»s were lh^ ordinary absacfaii 
fer the year IT75, a 

Unzapa was now promoted to the ratdt oCa briga-* 
dier-gei^val^and the offiee ^ intendaat was aaited 
to that <^ gover&or, in his p^^son. 

Thecewer^a cQRsidierabie nuoBiber; of runaway 
B^oeSy comnsitiinggreat depredations on the ph»K 
lations. Unzaga^ to remedy w lessen this eril, issaeft 
aprodfeuBatimi ofierii% aft amnesty, or free pardon, 
to sQchas vohmEariiy necomed to. theirtiiastm«, and 
^b»»Iate{y ferbidi&ng^ latter to pmiish tbeaB,. This^ 
mef»gufe had the intended efieot; altho' the slanrea 
CQuId^not absohicely be protected from the resenl^ 
nserU of th^ ^K^tters, who might easily have found a 
Dcetenoe for disregardiog Unsaga^s ii^^^tion. 

We have seen, towards the end of the preoecttng 
volttme, that ^neval LymaiH of Conneoti^ciH, had' 
com^fmpkued^ m VWi^ aa extensive astd^men^ ^an 
thaOhmyaiidhadappIi»6dtogp«eraiiieiitif(^^ gmiit* 
of ht^ Thm officer had served wilb distin<^ot» 
dona^^ pveoadingwan He had hemi appointed 
n^i^an-^neorali ai|d conrinKtRder-in^i^; of the foraea 
t^imm najim prwmeePR n5&; aiid^ ib 1702^ he waft 
'atHaiTana^ii|.«omniaad<^aD the Amenea» hoopa^ 
Od the retariJE ofpeace^a foooipany Jmdhy hia-cKemoMl^ 
betii formeij^ miter Ae «ty{e ^ the JMKfitary Adireo^-^ 
ta«^rs, coBapttsedchi^y of offloera and soMmns wlie^: 
httifailetyswred in Amende Their olytot vmr m 
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#bi8iaitcomideMible extent of leiTiiory,<m friiich 
iiley might settle, with as large a number of their 
eoontryaien as could be induced to join them. Ge- 
neral Lyman went to £ngland as, the agent of 
the company, entertaining no doubt erf* the 
mocess of his application* Oahkaharrival^ he fouii4 
that the friends in die ministry, on whom he depend* 
od, had been removed, and those who had suceeted- 
ed ihem had other persons to provide for, and fbond 
ttcon^eni^it tolbrgeihis services, and those of bis 
assoaiateflk Insurmountahle ohstac)esseeoied to em- 
barrass him. At last, after a stay of several yean^ he 
cAnained grants on. the Mississif^i and Yaaoo rrreiB, 
and retarm^. Many of his former companions haid 
died; sereraL had removed lo a distance; manyiiad 
j^owirold; and all had passed that period of life^ 
when men nre willing so encounter fhe dangers and 
faard^ips afiendii^ t^ settlemient of a wildemess, 
under a different climate, and at the distance of a 
thousand miles from their homes. After a short stay 
in C!onnecticm, he departed, whh^kui eldest son and 
a few friends, with whom he soon formed a setdraaeiiti 
ffisar Fort Panmare, in the district c^ Natchez . 

Open h<^Uliti€», broke ODt, Arb year, in theconiatt 
which terminated by the seve^rance of Akrteen BritMh 
provineesHfrom the motkef cboniry On the SMiof 
April, the militiaof Massachusetts ravted a body cf M^ 
^dafs at Lexin^oR. ki &e monih of May, die Ame- 
ricans possessed themselves, by SBfprise, rfTkonde- 
Mga; and the fortress of Crown-point sorrendnf^ 
to Oiem soon after. 0»the first of JuneyOongms 
appointed George Wa^iingtoB ciMmnandei^iivchirf 
m^\ diei forces of the ilnited cx^niea^i.and he pro- 
oeeited WMMi^atify t«r die ^mm^ vAme 
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die regular ^rixiy and the miUda of New-Si^and 
kept the royal forces in check, and obtained -as ded- 
sive advantage on the seveRteentk of June^ at Breed^s 
HilL • 

In the meanwhile, the provincial congresses had 
organised ih&r nulida, and raised a lew bodies oi te^ 
gulair troops. 

Part of the forqe of New- York, and the adjac^st 
{NTOVihces, under generals Wooster and Montgomery^ 
marched into Canada, and todc possession of Qiaai* 
biy, St Johns, and M<HitreaI, during the months of 
October and November. General Arnold, with 
some troops from Connecticut, crossed the wildemesB 
and formed a junction with Wooster and Monigom* 
ery,onthe right bank of the river 8t Lawrence, op- 
posite to Quebec; and crossing the stream, they 
made an unsuccessfiil attack upon the tovm, in which 
Montgomery fell, on die thirty^first day df Decern* 
ber. 

The' ordinary aleades, for ^le year ITTTfi, were 
jD^Ernonvilleand livaudais. 

Olivier de Vezin took his sear, in the Cabildo, as 
perpetual regidqr and principal provincial alcade; 
Labarre de la Cestiere, as a perpetual regidorand 
alguazil maycM*;, the Chevalier de Clapi<»^ as a per* 
petual fegidor and receiver c^ fines ; and Forstall, as 
perpetual regidor. 

Don Bernardo de Galvez succeeded Eslacheria in 
' tbe command of the regiment of Louistamu 

There were, at diis period^a number of merchajite 
from Boston^ New- Ycn*k and Philadelphia, in New- 
Orleans: they were all well disposed towards the 
American cause. Oliver Pollock wai^ the most 
coiispi^HUHi& They had procured a g^id si^^y of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



irre] thb sboond. 37 

arms and fmrnamtton for ^e settlers c^the wes- 
lern part of Pennsylvania, which was delivered to 
eolonel Gibscm, who came fron» Pittsburgh for it 
This had been done with ttie knowledge of the colo- 
nial government, who gave some assistance to the 
coloneL 

Unzaga received the appointment of cuptain-gC' 
* neral of Caraccas, He was much rcgrcited in Lou-' 
isi^a. His tnild administration hnd cndi^^rtd him 
to the colonists. He had overlooked tlu^ hrtnch of ihe 
commercial and fiscallaws of Spuih, by tlif^ British, 
who had entirely engrossed the corrnnt rc» of ihe pro* 
vince. They had introduced a coiii?ide nible liuaihcr 
of slaves, and by the great aid they aflbrdcd to plan- 
ters, had enabled most of them to. ixtL^iid their estab- 
lishments to a degree hitherto ui [known jn the pro- 
evince, and others to form new ones. By the riruely 
•exercise of coercion against the diFhoLc sr and indo- 
lent, he had checked the profligacy of those who 
misused the facilities which British traders afforded, 
and compelled them to reduce or surrender estab* 
jiishments, which they were unable to sustain. His 
conduct, in this respect, thp' not absolutely approved 
by the king's ministers, did not deprive h't" of the 
. C0<^fidence of his sovereign. His promotion fully 
proved this. Without this illicit trade, Louisiana 
must have I'emained an insignificant province. 

The B/itisb army evacuated Boston on the seven- 
teenth of March, and Washington led his to New- 
York. The united colonies proclaimed their inde- 
pendence on the fourth of July. The royal land 
and naval forces reached Staten Island, near New- 
York, eight days after. The army landed on Long 
Island on the twenty-second, and five days after, re- . 
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puteed die Americftns ai Brooklya G^etal Wash* 
ington abandoned tbe ciiy of New- York in Septetn^ 
ber, leading his force up North river, which he ^roes* 
ed on the thirteenth of Novembertaml bad somefloc- 
eess in Trenton. 
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Don Bernard Ae, Ckdtez. — Don Disg^ J. Nm* 
fstorrc-^Cmnmercial regulations. — C^tain WU" 
^ Img'f — Counties cf Illinois and Washington.-^ 
Battles of Princeton and Brandyteme. — Phila- 
ddpMa tfiken. — ^Battle of. Germantown.-^'^ur* 
render of Burgoyne.- — Migrations from the 
Canary islands ---Royal sche^Jule. — Vincennes 
taken. — French treMy. — PMladelphia evacua-- 
ted. ^-Savannah taken. — Don Diego D.del Po* 
Hgo.'-^MigraMonfrom Malaga. — War between 
Great Britain^ IPranee a^d Spainj-^-Qalvez^s 
suecms at Manchae^-^Baton Rouge attd Natck^ 
ez.-^Shirrican^r^First settlement on Cumber^ 
land ricer.^-^Mobik taken. -^^ Attack on St. Loots. 
— Charleston taken.^--Don Jtum M de Cagiga. 
^^Siege of Pe^isacola. 

By a toysH schedule, of the tenth of July, 1T7I^ 
Unzagahad been directed to surrender, prpvisional<^ 
ly, the government and hit^ndancy of Louisiana^ jm 
his departure for the province of Caract'as, to Don 
Bernard de Galvez, colonel of the regiment of Loa«» 
isiana. This gen leman.had powerful friends. Ht» 
uncle, Don Joseph de Galvez, was president of the 
council of the Indies; and his father, Don Marfiia* 
de Galvez, vice-roy of New Spain. He entered on 
the duties of his office on the first of January, 1777. 

Theordfnary alcades,fi)r xhs^ year, were Forstalt 
and the Chevalier de YiWers. 
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DoHt>iego Joseph Navarro succeeded the Mar- 
quis de ia I'orre, as captain-general of the island of 
Cuba and province of Louisiana. 

By a royal ^schedule of the month of March, the duty 
of four per cent on the exportation of colonial produce 
from Lfouistana, was reduced to two. 

The commerce of the province was encouraged 
by the pei:misenon given to vessels from the Frencb 
West India Islands to come in ballast to the Missis- 
sippi, and take, at New-Orleans or on the plantations, 
tfie produce of the country, paying therefiir in spede, 
bills of exchange, or Guinea negroes. The introduc- 
tion of negroes bom, or who had remained some 
time in the islands, was already consider^ as dan- 
gerous,and had been prohibited. Vessels from Louisi- 
ana were also permit^ to bring from the idand of 
Cuba, or Campeachy, produce or European goods. 
Agriculture was also encouraged by an order to the 
colonial government, to purchase, fi>r the king^s ac- 
cotint, all the tobacco raised in the colony. 

This year, several large canoes came from Fort 
Pitt to New-Orleans, for the purpose of taking the 
munitions of War which' had been collected for Ae 
use oi the United States, by Oliver Pollock, probably 
with the aid, but certainly with the knowledge of 
Galvez. Captain Willing, of Philadelphia^ who 
came in one of these boats, visited the British settle- 
ments on the Mississippi, and some of bis companions 
crossed thdcdces to Mobile, with the view to induce 
the inhabitants to raise the striped banner, and join 
their countrymen in, the struggle for freedom. The 
peopleof both the Fioridas, however, remained sted- 
fast in their attachment to the royal cause. Perhaps 
those on the Mississipi:^ and in Mobile were deterred 
by thfe late tragedy in New-Orleans. The thin aiwi 
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spaihse papulation of IkhIi the Floridas, their distance 
worn the provinces engaged in the wftr, and the con- 
sequent difficulty of receiving any aissistance from 
Aiem^ influenced die conduct pf the inhabitants. 

The itiirma of the western part of the state of Vir- 
ginia, made several very /successful, inc^ursions into 
the couuft'y to the .west of the Ohio, and on the banks 
oftbeMississippi* They possessed themselves of 
Kaskaskia, and some other posts on that streatn. By 
an act of the legislature, these- were afterwards 
erected into a county called Illinois. A regiment of 
infi^ntry and a troop of horse were raised for its pro- 
t6etton,and pla<^ed under the command of CoL Clark. 

The hmrts pf the former province of Carolina 
to the west, were fixed, ill the charter of. Charles the 
second, on the Pacific ocean. By the .treaty between 
(Sreat Britain iand France, the Mississippi was given . 
to North Carolina, as its western limit. By the pro- 
dslmation of 1763, George the third had forbidden 
any settjemeat of white people to, the west of the 
mountains. Nevertheless, a considerable number of • 
ctoigrante from North Carolina had removed to 
the banks of the Watauga, one of the brap- 
c^esof the Holston. They had increased to such 
a d^ree, that in 1776, their claim* to represen- 
tation in the convention that formed the constitution 
was admitted. This year, they were formed into a 
county which had. the Mississippi for its western 
boundary. 

The erecrion of that coiinly by the state pf North 
Carolina, and thjit of the county of Illinois by the 
slate of Virginia, are the first instances of measures 
tt^en to extend the execution of the laws of the Ame- 
rieanstates to the banks of the Mississippi. ^ 
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Wai^ingtcti was socoes^l in m aHadc near 
Princeton, on the twelfth of January. The British, 
army landed on the banks of EUk river^ and repulsed 
th^ Americans at :Brandywine on the eleventh of 
September, and soon after entered Philadelphia. 
Tne Americans were again unsuccessfol at German- 
town on the fourth of October r but these misfortunes 
were in some degree compensated by their success in. 
the norths aid . the surrender of the British army, 
ander'Burgoyne, at Saratc^a, on the twentieth. 

The ordinary alcades for the year 1T78, were Na- 
varro and Dufossat 

During the month of January, captain Willing 
made a second visit to New-Orleans. Oliver Po^ 
lock now acted openly as the agent of the Americans^ 
with the countenance of Galvez, who now, and al 
subsequent periods, affi>rded them an aid of upwards 
of seventy thousand dollars out of the royal treasury. 
By this means, the posts occupied by the militia of 
Tirgini^* on the Mississippi^ and the frontier inhabit- 
ants of the state of Pennsylvania, were supplied with 
arms and anfmuriition. New hands were engaged to 
ToW up the boats; and Willing, with most of the men 
who h^d come down, about fifty in numbei-, engaged 
in a predatorj^ excu^ion against the British planters 
►on the Mississippi. TIjey proceeded to bayou Man- 
ohac, where they captured a small vessel which th^ 
found at ahehoc They went in h^i* to Baton Itouge^ 
stopping on their way at several planti^tions, where 
they sat fire to thb houses and carried ofi* the slavea 

On hearing of their approach^ the British planters^ 
on the leff bank of the Mississippi, crossed the stream 
with their slaves and most valuable efiects. The in- 
iidbitants were so few and so scattered, that they 
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were uimMe to make any ^^toal re^tstanee to the 
invaders, who proceeded as for as Natchez, laying 
waste the plamations, destroying the stock, burtxing 
the houses, and'taking off such slaves as remained. 

Although (he government and people ofLouisiana 
were well disposed towards, the United States, this 
cruel, wanton, and unprovoked conduct towards 
a helpless community, was viewed with great indig* 
nation and horror, much increased by the circum- 
stance of Willing having been hospitably received 
anci entertained, the. preening year, in several hou* 
ses which he now committed to the flames I 

The province now received a considerabre acces- 
sion of population,, by the arrival of a number of fami- 
lies, brought over at the kfng's expense, from the 
Canary ishinds. X part of them formed a new settle- 
ment at die*Terre-aux-BcBufe, beIovv.New-0|:leans, 
^odertheordtrofMHrignydeMandeville; a part was 
located on the banksof the river Amite, behind Baton 
Rouge, under the or^er of SuMaxent, and formed 
the setdementof Galveztown: the rest formed that 
of Valenzuela, on Bayou Lafourche. 

A house was built for each family, and a churcii 
in each settl^menc They were supplied with cattle, 
fbs^lsL and firming utensils; rationi^ were fornishod 
them for a periM of four years out of the king'^ 
stores, and considerable pecuniary assistance was al- 
so afforded to them. 

By a royal schedule of the fourth of May, the in- 
demnity to be paid to owners of slaves condemned to 
death, perpetual labour, or transportation, or Jiilled 
in the attempt to arrest them, when runaway, was 
fixed at two hundred dollars a head ; but in the lat- 
ter case, the indemnity was due, only, to those wha 
had previously consented to pay a proportion of the 
price of slaves thus killed 
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On the tweotieth of April, Galvez issued a proclq^ 
mation^ by which, owing to the distresses of the limes^ 
and the difficulty of disposing of the produce of the 
province, he }>ermitted its ei^portation to any of th^ 
ports of France; and by another pro^amation, on 
the seventeenth, the permission was extended to 
any port of the United States. 

The king made, on the eighteenth of October^ new 
regulations for the commerce of his American do- 
minions, and particularly for that of Louisiana. Con- 
sidering it necessary, to his service, to encourage jjfie 
trade of that province, and to inci^ase its prosperity, 
he directed that vessels from* New-Orleans should 
no longer be restricted to sail for one' of the six ports 
to which they had beenTestricted, but might sail to 
any of the other ports of the peninsula, to which the 
commerce of the Indies was permitted. ♦ Tl\e expor- 
tation of furs and peltries from Louisiana was at the 
siame time encouraged, by an exemption from duty 
during a period often years; but in there-exporta- 
tion from Spain the ordinary diity was to be paid. 

Two royal schedules were this year pubhshed in 
Louisiana. By the first, the introduction or reading 
of a book written by Mercier, .entitled L*an DetiX 
MilleQuatreCetkQuarante^ was prohibited ; and the 
governor was ordered to cause every copy of H 
found in the province to be seized and destroyed; 
The other schedule was to the same effect, in r^ard 
to Robertson's history of America* Mercier's book 
had been condemned by the Inquisitidn, and the 
king said he had just reason to prohibit RiA^ertson's 
being read in his American dominions. 

There were, at this period, a considerable number 
(^individuals from the United. States and West 
and East Florida and Nova Scotia, in New-Orleans. 
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Tbpy were aH reqpired to tate an oath of fidelity to 
^e king of Spain during their residence m his domin* 
iom^ or depart. It appears the oath was taken by 
eighty-three individuals. 

Colonel Hamilton, who commanded at the British 
post at Detroit, came this year to Vincennes,* on the 
VVabash, with about six hundred men, chiefly In- 
dians, with a view to an expedition against Kaskas* 
kia, and up the Ohio as far as Fort Pitt, and the 
baok settlements of Virginia. CJolonel Clark heard, 
from a trader who came doWn from Vincennes to 
Kaskaskia, that Hamilton, not intending to take the 
field until spring, had sent most of his force to block 
up ihe Ohio, or to harass the fi-ontier setders, keep* 
ing at Vincenncs'sixty soldiers oitly, with three pieces 
of cannon and some^swivels. The resolution was im * 
mediately taken to improve thefkvourable opportu* 
nity, for averting the impending danger ; and Clark 
accordingly despatched a small galley, mounting two 
four pounders and four swivels, on board 6f which 
he put^ company of soldiers, witli ordets to pursue 
her way up the Wabash, and anchor a few miles ^\^ 
low Viiicennc^ suffering nothing to pass her. 'He 
now sat ofi* with- one hundred and twenty men, the 
whole force he could command, and marched to- 
wards Vincennes. They were five days in crossing 
the low lands of the Wabash, in the neighbourhood 
of Vincennes, after having spent sixty m crossing 
tfie wilderness, wading for sever^ nights up to theif 
breasts in water. Appearing suddenly before the 
town, they surprised and took it* Hamilton for a 
while defended the fort, but was at last compelled to 
surrender. 

The prospects of the United States had been niuch 
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brijditefied, on the recognition of their independence 
by France, and the conclusion of a treaty ofalliance 
and commerce with4hat power, on the sixth of Fe- 
bruary. 

In the summer, the JBritish evacuated Philadel- 
phia, and marched through the state of Jersey to 
New- York. A large detachment of it invaded the 
coast of the state of Greorgia, and took possession of 
Savannah. ^ 

The cabildo made cjioice ofBiernasand Duveiv 
ger as ordinary arcades, on the^rst of January, 
1779. 

Toutant de Beauregard took his seat in that body 
as a perpetual regidor. and principal provincial at 
cade ; and Mazange succeeded Garic as clerk. 

Don Juan.Dorptheo del Portege succeeded Odo* 
ardo in the office of auditor of war and assessor of 
government • ^ 

According to . the order made the last, year, eigh* 
ty-seven infdividual^ from the United ^tes, or Brit^ 
ish provinces, took a temporary oatl] of fidelity to the 
Oi|holickmg. - 

The province, this year, received another acce^ion 
of population, by the arrival ofa number of families 
brought over, at the king^s expense, from Mal^a, 
They were treated as favourably as th^jse who 
came, in the preccdtiigyeaf, from the Gaiiacy islandir. 
It appears, from documents extant, that some heads 
of families received, besides a grant of land, in cattle, 
rations, pecuniary and other aid, between three and 
four thousand dollars. They^were sent to form a 
settlement on bayou Teche, in the district of 
the Atakapas, under the order of Bouligny.^ 
The place was called New-Iberia. The industry of 
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ibe new comers w»s at first dire<^ted to the culture <^ 
flax and hemp^ but without succesa 

At the same tiin% the king sent a ^piritual relief 
to the province^ consisting of six capuchin friars; one 
of whom, at this day, remains in the e:!^ereise of his 
oastoral functions, as curate of the parish of St. Louis 
m the city of New-Orleans. 

The^small pox made great havock in New-Orleans 
and on the plantations, above and below. 

Great Britain had considered the recognition 6£ 
tfie independence of the United States by France, the 
treaty of elliancejg:id commerce which i^he had con^ 
eluded with them,*'and the succour which she had af- 
forded them, as equivalent to a declaration of war; 
and hostilities had actually begun, when Spain ofT^r* 
ed her mediation, and proposed a general peace for 
a term of years, with a meeung of the.ministers of the 
belti^terent powers at^ Madrid, to which those of the 
United States were to be admitted, and treated as 
the representativesof an independent people. Altho* 
it was not insisted that the king of Great Britain 
should* formally recognise his former sut^ts suslnde* 
pendente k was utidersiood that they should foe so de 
jacto^ add abi^lutely separated from the empire of 
Great Britain. On the declaration by the cabinet of 
St James, that no negociation would be entered into 
with the United States,*even under the modifications 
proposed, the Catholic king determined on taking a 
part in the war, and ordered his amba^^sador at Lon- 
don to deliver a rescript, in which, after reciting sey» 
era! grounds of complaint, he declared his sovereign's 
determination to use every nieans in his power to 
obtain justice. The ambassador left London without 
taking leave; and letters of marque and reprisals 
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against the ships and ssbjectsof ^Mn were immedi^ 
ately issued. 

0*1 die eighth erf May^ war wasMeelared by 
Spain; and on the eighth of July, a it>yal schedute 
was issued, authorising the king's subject in the^In^ 
dies to take part in it^ the kOfer doeumeiH techmg 
that the king of Great Britain had sought to indemni- 
fy himself, for the loss of his American provinces, by 
the seizure of those of Spain, having, by various ar^ 
tifices, endeavoured to raise up new enemies against 
her, among the Indian nations m Florida, whom he 
had induced to conspire against the king's imiocent 
vassals in Louisiana. *i*^. 

With the o6icial account of the rup(ui*e, Gahez, 
who had hitherto exercised the functions of governor 
pr0 ten^pore^ received the king's commtssion of go- 
yerncH* and intendant He immediately ^bought of die 
attack of the British possessions in the peigbb6ur-' 
hood, and convened a council of .war to deliberate on 
it The proposition was /ejected, and the council 
recommended that, until a reinforeetpent couid be 
obtained from Havana, defensive measures should be 
alone resorted ta , 

Impatient of the stete of inaction to whidi thedeter* 
minationof the council condemned him, thq, chief 
endeavoured to collect a body of men sufficient to 
justify Him in taking on himself the responsibility of 
acting in opposition to the opinion of liis legal advi- 
seiu There were a number of men &oa\ the Uni- 
ted States in and near New-Orleans, who offered 
th^r swices. The militia volunteered theirs. In 
ttus manner, with the regular force and many of the 
people of colour, an army of about fourteen hundred 
itt^fi W2>8 collected. Tli^&tigueof a forced march 
and the disemes ificident to iSe climate towards the 
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end of the sommwt con^derably reduced -this force 
before th^y reached Fort Bute, on bayou Manchac, 
which was taken by assault on the seventh day of 
September, within less than sixty days froo^the date 
of the royal schedule authorising the king's Ameri*- 
oian subjects to take part in the^ war: 

The army marehed, without loss of time^ to Baton 
Rmi^. Colonel Di<»kson had there a garrispa 
of Utt^ more than four hundred British soldiers jand 
<me hundred miMtia. He was w^l supplied with 
aims, ammunititm and provisions; but the fert was 
in ruins/and his m«l «iclrfy;: H^ was'not, however, 
to be s»n^rised by a coup de main. Gkilvez imme- 
diately invested^the fort) and i)egan with-tibe erection 
^batlerJes, <m vWii^h he mosnted his heavy ord^ 
nance. In two hour&and a half after the cannonade 
began^ on the, twenty^lSrst of Heptember, Dickswi 
pi(t>fK)6ed a c^B^tulaticm, which was soon aiWr agreed 
to. : The honors of war were accorded t^the garriscm, 
arii th^iwer^ made prlson^re. The surrender of 
fort Panmure, at Natchez, and two small posts, 
<me on Amite river and the other on Thompson 
creek, were included in thecapitulation.' Don Car- 
fos <|e 6randpre was lelt in command a^ Baton 
B^Wge, mth two officers under him at fort Bute and 
fort Panuiurefand the army marched back to New- 
Orleans. 

Julien Foydras, (a gentleman who afterwards be- 
came conspicuous By his great wealth and his 
serni^es in congress, and the ^territorial and -state le- 
gislatures) celebrated the achievement of Galvez^^iR- 
a small -poem* in the French language, whidb^. wag^ 
printed andciteulated^t theking?s exps^ise. 

Ti^ elements were not sofo^voprable to Louisiana^ 
as the God of war/ A hurricane debated it in the 
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fell, and the small-pox, the ravaget ^which were not 
yet lessened by innoculation or vaceinatimi, mad^ 
much havock iii the city and its neighbourhood. 

The arms of the United States were not as saccess- 
fulonthe shores of the Atlantic, as those of Spain 
were on the banks 6f the Mississippi. During the 
dummer, the Americans made an irraption, under 
General Howe, into the province of Bast Fteriday 
and the diseases incldeni to the climcEte at that season 
of the y^ar, proved fetal to a considerable pan of the 
ferCes. An unsucccssfiil attempt was also miide,-dur' 
ing the winter, tcf dislodge the English from Sa- 
vannah. ^ ' 
^ Congress, avaifing themselves of the niptariB be- 
tween Spain and Great Britain, sent a minister to 
Madrid to n^otiale a treaty. He was partieohtrly 
mstructedito insist on their right to the navigations 
the Mississippi, as fer as the sea. 

The claim was Apposed 6y -Spain, and diseounte- 
uanced by France. The minister of France, at Phi- 
ladelphia, had urged thai his sovereign was anxious^ 
to see the independence of the United^tates acknow- 
tedged by Spain, and a treaiy of alliance and com* 
inerce entered into by ihffse powers; and he had^M* 
cornniciKled to tlie considemtion of congress several 
matters which the Catholic king viewed as highly 
important. These were tlie rights of Spain to^he 
exclusive navigation of the Mississippi, and to •the 
possession of ^th the Floridas,, and all the territory 
from the left bank of the streanl to the back settle- 
ments of the former British provinces^* ^<5cording to 
tlie proclamation of 1703, It was contended that 
no part of the territory, thus claimed, was induded 
within the limits of any of the United Staies^and the 
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who^of i^% with tbe Eloridas, wa^ a possessioin of 
the- British crown, and consequently a legitimate ob- 
ject agaioBl wbicfa ^e Catholic king niight direct 
his arms, with a view to its permanent acquisiticm. 
It was suggested that it .was expectec) by the cabinet 
of Madrid, that cof^resswoukl prohibit the inhabit-. 
mits of the southeoi stales from -making any attempt 
towards settling or. conquering this portion of terri* 
iwy^ - The notinister concluded th^t the United States 
possessing' n« territory beyoiMl the mountains^ except, 
tbe^posts of Kaskadkia and a fi^w others, froip which 
they had raomeAtahlf driTfOa the British, would 
view the 9air%ation of the Mi^issippi as an unimpor- 
tant object^ in comparison with the rerogmUoii of 
theh* i9dtf)i^iiden<)e tiy, and an alliance wi(h Hpain. 
Tb^lale declaration of war by Bpaiit, and the ho^Lili- 
tkscooan^wq^bvGalvez, an account of wliich was 
{•eceived at Philadelphia while cpjigpess was delibt* 
rating on the eoomrunication of ilu^ French minister, > 
had, k iabiBliaved) cousiderahle inilueiice in ilie sub* 
sequentdeteriiiiiiatLott of that body to itisisi on the 

claioR. - ,. % 

This yeiur^ a MMpaber of French huntrrt^, (eoureurs 
de^ioi^y'wh^h^dBimyed to the banlts of the Cuiiv 
bwkfiid »v«r;y built a few cabins on a spot soon after 
Qidted theBiufl^and sinc^ known as the one on which 
the town of Nashville stands. It is situated within 
the IknilaibBa claimed by the slate of North Carol i^^ 
tiai-ia har oanptiiution, find within the ttiTritory aft^r- 
wands ceded by that stateio th^ United States. Th^ 
surrounding couhtsy was inhabited by Indie^ns only^ 
and fh^ ideavest 8«j»^«^eat .of whites wa$ on the 
baoks 4^ the Watauga, efs^ of,the branches of the 
Teikicflsee yiver^ 9^ me 4i^ance, of eeveral^bMndrcdi. 
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Paiufijand Duvefger were the ordinary aleades for 
the year 1380. 

Galvez's success at Mailchac and Baton Rouge 
was now rewarded by a commission of brigadier- 
general . ' .. 

Having received some reinforcem^it from Ha» 
vana, he left New-Orieans, early in January, wiUi a 
Jarger forc^ than that which he had led to Baton 
Rouge during the prececyng year. His olijeet wa» 
the reduction of Fort Charlotte, on ibe Moiwle river. 
He wasx>vertaken on the gulf *^y a stomi, by which 
one of his armed vessels was-stranded. His troops 
were^xposefl to great danger^ and a part of his pro- 
visions, and ammunition was eiiher totaHy spoiled or 
rendered Amfit for usedforvsome time. . H^succe^^ded 
at last in^landii^ his army, ai^illery, military stores, 
and provisions, on the .eastern • point, of Mobile 
river* • - 

Had General Campbell^ who was at Pensacoia 
with a conr^iderable force, sallied <Mit and attacked 
the invaders, ibeir drt* at would have heen inevi- 
table, tial vez was so conscious of his* perilous situ- 
ntion, that he mculc some prejaiars^ona for a march 
by land to New-Orleans, leaving his baggage and 
artillery tw^hind. He, however, determined oa'fKtv 
ceediiig to the fort, and was indebted, for his success, 
to the supineness oftbe enemy. 

On* his arrival,4^e erected si?^hatteries,^wliieh soon 
effected a breach in. 4he walls of the fort, the com- 
mandant of which capitulated on the fourteenth of 
March. J 

General Campbell arrived a^ few-ds^s after, with 
a foi;ce tl\at.would have been suflici^nt to have pre^ 
vented the capture of the fort, hut which, now that it 
was in the po^tesdon of dieSpaniards, b^ciffi[ie4iselesB. 
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Galvez,6n his return to New-Orleans, determined 
on the attack jofPensacbla; but the force he could 
command was insufficient, and he s<^nt an officer to 
the captain-general to solicit a reinforcement. His 
messenger returned with the promise of one. Im« ' 
patient of the d^layi he sailed for Havatie, in order 
to hasten the fntendei J succoUr. Having obtained 
troops, artillery and ammunition; he sailed on the six* 
te^^th of October; but, on Che succeeding day, some 
of his transports foondered in. a sjot-m, and the rest 
were dispersed. He collected and brought them 
back to Havana, onr thesixteenth of November. 

Jn the^II, the BHcish commanding officer at Mi- 
chilimackinac, with about one ^ hundred ^nd forty 
men from bis garrisod^ and near fourtt^n hundred 
Indians, aftacked the Spsrnish post at 8t. Ixniis; but 
colonel Clark, who was stiH at Kaskaskia, came to 
its relief. The Indians^ who came from Michili* 
maekinac, having no idea of fighting any but Span* 
iards, refused to act against Americans, ^and com- 
plained of having been dt^ceived. Clink released 
about fifty prisoners that had been made, and the 
enemy made theHbfesr of his way home. 

'-f he minister of the United States at Madrid failed 
iahis negotiation, and their independence was not 
acknowledged by 8pain« ^ ,^, 

The British army was this year successful in^South 
Carolina. Charleston siirr^ridored on the* twelfth of 
May. Tarleton routed, sooft after, a-party of Ame- 
ricans under Buford^ near the southern boundary ctf 
North Carolina. - Gates was defeated at Camden on 
the sixteenth of August, and Sumpter,ori the Cataw- 
ba, on the eighte«nih. • After this. Lord* Cornwiedlis 
iHvUded the «mte of North Carolina. 



^ 
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Don Jbian Mamiel de Oagigal sueceedted, cbring 
cbe year 1781^ Navarro, as captain-^enefal cif the 
idand of Oiba and the province of Louisiana. 

Galv^ was promoted la the* rank of mariscat de 
camp. The attention he had to give lo mihtary 
concerns Jeavim^ him no time to be bettowed on the 
fiscal, Don Akirtkr Navarro, ihe eontador, was 
appointed Intendant, and Deo Manuel Serano assess 
sor G^ the intendancy. Bon Antonio Lopez de Ar*' 
n^ato Kceived the t^pointment d secretary of 
government, which'be held untU the cetmon. 

Gralyez Idft Havana fiur Peasacola on fhe^twenty* 
eighth oTFebruary, with a man of war, two * frigates, 
and several 4fattsp(Ntts, on heard <^ which were four* 
te^i hundred and fifteen soldiers, a compe^Bt train 
dfartailery, and abnndtmee of ammifmtion. Thefleel 
was commanded by Bon Je99pb Cabro de IrazabaL 

On the nifiiir<^ March;- he landed his troops, or^ 
nance fflid military ^oreson the.iskind of St Rdsa^ 
and on die«nc3ctday, erected a batter; to*siq»port the 
£teet<mks passage over die bar. T^he ettem{rt le: 
cross it was made on the eleventh ; but ihe common 
dore's ship having got agrovmd, it wa^abandoned. Oft 
the next day, Galvez wrote to Irazabal, ej^pressif^ ^ 
bis uneasiness at the risk which the fteet and convey- 
must rim by remaining lot^^^posed tea storm on 
a dangerous coiast, and requested him to catt 
the caplains4>f the ailned vessete <m boaid of his 
^ip, and •take Aeir ropkiimis as to the beitt^ 
mefflis ofg^ng^the fleeMmd transports over the bar. 
'J%is was done, and Irazabal r^K>ried dmi theee of^ 
Seers had (teclared they were unable to form an 
Of^nionon^ probable mccess of a^ second aitetfi^ 
aa^diey were wiibouta correct ctefl of the coast 
They complained that the. pifois on hoard ef the 
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fleet we^re io^kfiable c^affiMrdtng any aid; every ac- 
count whidi ihey had given of ihe soundings having 
I proved Erroneous; adding that their ships had near-p 
y all lost their rudderi»on the eleventh, and expregs* 
ingtheir belief thal^ if they had proceeded any fiir^ 
1^, diey should have foiimd prooipt and effectual 
ii^n<BUvres impossible. They di^erved s(l^, ^t 
they. had.aJI along &ared,:that the artillery of the 
foci oould reach the channel ; Jbut th^ had now 
the melancholy ceroiitity that lit tHrnimandedy not only 
diecimnneloverAe^bQr, but even (he island of St 
Rosa. . Thei^ beii^9 in the forty twenty-four pcmn- 
ders, (be bailsvof which would rake^fore and afi^ any 
vesseC thai should attempt to cros6 die* bar, 
and the dijpection of; the c^H^nei nas such, 
that they were obli^ to present their ^es, poop 
and pro^ to the^^^em^^s guns ; that the channel was, 
besides^ ho narfow, that ^ first ^p 4hat got 
aground would obltructzthe^aasage, and the rapidi** 
ty (^j^cufpent preventing any quick manoeuvre, the 
flHbiil^KHdd run foul of each other befiure they could 
lum^^^ if .that were possible. They came to the 
ccmek^iMi tiiaty4i8^4yhe general dteemed the crossing 
of thebariin object of vast importance to the king's 
aerviee, ^ecc^fiimodore should send one or two 
ofliceiasr^ttended by three or four pilots, to sound the 
dianoel as far as Point Sigu^za, during the night; 
afire being i»ad^ on diat*potnt, in order to aseertaia 
^^irection in which a vessel might be most easily 
managed ; after wbidi, a isie^ond trial might be mada 
Irazfj^l expi^essed h»s individual opinion, that any 
attempt^^ attack die British by water wi)uld h» fruit- 
less, and r^x>mtneuded that >the land tforee should 
be imiUftediately employed in tlie reduction of the 

fow. 
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Galvezthbughthediscoveredy in the commodore 
and the captains of the armed ships, a reluctance to 
co*operate with him in any measure, of which they 
imagined he would exclusively reap the glory in case 
of success, and that they were dispk^ed to impede, 
rather than to aid his plans. He replied, to Irazabaly 
that the loss of d ship or two, from which all or 
board could cjasily be sa^ed, was not to be put in com- 
parison with that of the whole fleet and the trans- 
ports, to which they were exposed incase of a storm, 
and which would entil*ely prevent^thesuooess of their 
undertaking. After having requested that the cap* 
tains sliould again be called t<^ether to reconsider 
dieir former report, he d^termifiKed to attempt, with 
the naval means of which ho^had the immediate com- 
mand, what he could not obtain from the common 
dore. : , • 

Accordingly, ttie brig Galve^ni, "commanded byi 
Rousseau, which had lately mived wiA ordnance 
from New-Orleans, cast anchor near the bar; aiMl 
the captain, having sounded the chimnel bs&ltbb 
Point Siguenza, during the night between m% fif- 
teenth and sixteenth^ he next morniog reported, 
diere was water enough in the shallmvest part of the 
channel for the largest ship in the fleet, witfi her fyU . 
lo?wi 

The captains of the armed ships met on board of 
ifae commodore's ^ip, and Having reconsidered their, 
report of the. fourteendi, declared they could notd^ 
any thing but refer the general to it « 

Don Joseph de Espeleta had arrived on^^e six^ 
teenth, with the force fronf Mobile and tHe'militia 
fron^ the neighbourhood, and on the seventeenth, 
Don Estevan Miro came from New-Orieans with the 
Louisiana forces. They all landed on the westera 
sideofRio^Perdido. ^ 
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Convinced, now, there was no means of inducing 
Irazabal to make a second attempt to bring the fleet 
and convoy over the bar, Galvez, from the experience 
he had on his way to Mobile in the spring, and from 
Havana in the fall of the preceding year, of the dan- 
ger he incurred by remaining longer exposed to 
a storm, directed the brig Galvezton,a schooner 
just arrived from New-Orleans, under the order of 
Riano, and two gun boats, which constituted all the 
naval force under his immediate command, to pre- 
pare for crossing the bar ; in the hope that their suc- 
cess might induce the officers of the royal navy to 
follow them. Towards noon, Rousseau, with his 
brig, the schooner, and gun boats, cast anchor near 
the bar, and at half past two, Galvez went on board 
of the brig, dire^^ted a pendant to be displayed on her 
'mainmast, a salute to be fired, and sail to be set. 
The fort immediately began a brisk cannonade, prin- 
cipally directed upon the brig, on board of which it 
was apparent the general was embarked. Neither 
Uie brig, schooner, nor gun boats received any injury, 
except in their sails and rigging; and Galvez landed 
at the bottom of the bay, on the island of St Rosa, 
under a salute, and amid the acclamations of his 
men. 

His success determined Irazabal to send the fleet 
and convoy over the bar, except his own ship, which, 
in the meanwhile, had been reladen for her return to 
Havana. This was effected on the next day. The 
frigates led the way, and the convoy followed. The 
fort kept a brisk fire for upwards of an hour, until the 
hindmost vessel was out of its reach. The shipping 
received some injury, but no individual was hurt. 
Galvez had advanced in a boat, and remained in the 
midst of the convoy until the last vessel anchored. 

TOL.II, 8 
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At four o'clock, he made an effort, with two of his 
aids, to cross the bar, in order to go and <^onfer with 
Espeleta and Miro,and devise with them a plan of at^ 
tack; but the violence of the wind compelled him to 
desist, and he reached the camp at midnight. 

In the morning of the twentieth, he sent one of 
his aids to general Campbell with a message, in 
which he informed him that, when the British came 
to Havana in 1762, their commander intimated to the 
captain*general of the Catholic king, that if any of 
the king's edifices, ships, or other property were des- 
troyed, the Spaniards would be treated with all the 
rigour and severity of the laws of vvar; that the inti- 
mation was now made to the general and whoever it 
might concern, and under the same terms. 

At night, the British sat tire to a guard-house on 
the beach; and Galvez sent Riano's schooner, with 
the launch of the brig Galvezton, which, for a while, 
kept up a brisk fire of grape shot on the beach. 

A British officer came to the camp, early on the 
following day, with a message from Campbell, stating 
that an enemy's threats could only be considered as 
a stratagem of war, and expressing his hope that, in 
the defence of Pensacola, he should resort to no 
measure not justified by the usages of war. He 
made his acknowledgment for the frank intimation 
he had received, and gave assurance that his con- 
duct would be regulated by that of ihe Spanish com- 
mander, with regard to certain propositions he had 
to make, in conjunction with the governor of West 
Florida. 

At noon, an aid of Campbell, accompanied by 
lieutenant-^colonel Dickson, who had been taken the 
preceding year at Baton Rouge, and liberated on his 
parol,cameina boat bearing a flag of truce, and 
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delivered to Gralvez letters from Campbell and gov- 
ernor Chester. 

The first expressed his conviction that humanity 
required, as much as possible, the exemption of inno- 
cent individuals from the disasters necessarily inci- 
r dent to war; and added, that the garrison of Pensa- 
cola was unable to resist the force brought against 
. it, without the total destruction of the town, and the 
consequent ruin of its inhabitants; and he expressed 
Jiis desire that the town and garrison should be pre- 
served for the victor — a desire, he said, which arose 
from the hope he entertained that die efforts of the 
troops he commanded would be crowned with suc- 
cess. He concluded by proposing that the town 
should be preserved, without receiving any unneces- 
sary injury from either party, during the siege of tlie 
redoubt of the marine and Fort George, within which 
he meant to contend for the preservation of the pro- 
vince for the British croSvn, under the stipulation 
that the town of Pensacola should not be used, by 
either army, for the purpose either of protecting itself 
or annoying its adversary; but remain the sate asy- 
lum of women, children, the aged and infirm. He 
added that, in case his proposition was rejected, and 
i^ Spaniards sought a sheher in Pensacola, it would 
))6Come his duty immediately to destroy iu 

The governor proposed that some Spanish prison- 
ers in his possession should be liberated on their pa- 
tx>l, on the assurance of Galvez, that they should 
BOt be employed in the military or civil service of 
the Catholic king, during the war, unless they were 
sooner exchs^nged. 

Gfalvez gave orders that his men should be drawn 
out under arms, in order that the messengers of 
Campbell and Chester might report what kind and 
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number of troops were under his command. Thesfe 
gentlemen were afterwards dismissed with a verbal 
message, importing that Galvez was prevented by 
indisposition from preparing a written answer, and 
that one would be sent on the next day. 

During the night, the British sat fire to a few 
houses near Fort St. George. 

In his reply, on the twenty-second, Galvez stated 
that what he had seen, since the departure of Camp-^ 
belPsaid and lieutenant-colonel Dickson, convino^ 
him that those who sent them had no other object 
but procrastination, and he was ashamed of his own 
credulity and their attempt to deceive him ; that he 
would listen to no proposition but that of a surrender; 
and the conflagration of Pensacola,so long as it was 
not attributable lo any fault of his, would be contem- 
plated with as much indifference as the burning of its 
incendiaries! 

Campbell rejoined, that the haughty style assumed 
by the Spanish chief, far from its intended ejffect, 
would have that of exciting the utmost opposition to 
the ambitious views of Spain; that the officer com-^ 
manding at Fort George bad done nothing but his 
duty, in destroying a few houses near it, which af- 
forded protection to the enemy; and that if the inva« 
ders sought to avail themselves of Fensacola, by 
seeking an asylum there, it would be immediately 
destroyed. 

Campbell now retreated into the fort with all the 
force under his orders, and the Spaniards lost no . 
time in opening a land communication between the 
bay and the town, and erecting their works on both 
sides of the British fortifications. They were provid- 
ed with a good train of artillery. 

The attack was not, however, commenced until the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1781} THE THIRD. 61 

beginning of ApriL From the fleet in front, and the 
batteries on either side, the British were exposed to 
a tremendous fire, and their men often driven 
from their guns. But, they having for a long time 
anticipated a siege, the fortifications were in excellent 
repair, and their supply of ammunition and provisions 
abundant; so that the Spaniards made but little inr- 
pression. A lower battery, which the British hastily 
erected, and on which they put heavy cannon, soon 
enabled them to drive the ships on the opposite side 
of the bay. Galvez was unable to annoy his enemy 
by the side batteries, and for a while reduced to com- 
parative inaction. At last, a lucky accident, in the 
beginning of May, favoured his enterprise. The 
magazine, in one of the advanced redoubts, took fire 
from a shell and blew up. The works were com* 
pletely destroyed by the explosion, and a free pas^ 
sage opened. Galvez immediately sent Espeleta, 
with a strong detachment, to occupy the middle 
ground, in which they were protect^ by the ruins 
of the redoubt; and soon after, he sent four field 
pieces, with which a brisk fire was begun. At this 
moment a white flag was hoisted in Fort George, 
and an ofiicer came out to propose a capituki- 
tioo*. 

The terms of it were soon agreed on, and it 
was signed on the ninth of May. The whole pro- 
vince of West Florida was surrendered to Spain, 
with the garrison, which consisted of upwards of 
eight hundred men. They were allowed the honors of ; 
war, and to retain their baggage and private 
property, and were transported to their sovereign's 
dominions, under a stipulation that they should 
not serve against Spain or her allies, until duly ex- 
changed. 
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Don Arthur O'Neil, an Irish officer in the ser- 
vice of Spain, was left in command at Pensacola. 

AfMve$'^GazeUe8'^toddard-^Mar8hal. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The garrison driven out of fort Panmurej-^Dis^ 
tress of the inhabitants. — Hurricane. — Exces* 
sive flood. — Battle of Guilford — Surrender of the 
British army at York. — Galvez^s promotion.--^ 
Father CyrUlo. — Don Estevan Miro. — Com* 
mercial regulations. — Preliminary articles.''^ 
Don Jose]^ de Espeieta. — Treaty of peace. 

An incident occurred during the siege of Pensa- 
cola, which was very near involving some of the 
British near Natchez in serious difficuhies. General 
Lyman, who, we have seen, had, with some of his 
adherents in Connecticut, obtained grants of land in 
the neighbourhood of fort Pann^urr, and formed 
agricultural establishments in 1775, was now dead, 
and his followers had seen, with considerable regret, 
the British force, that protected them, driven from the 
fort, and replaced by Spanish soldiers. During the 
siege, on the rumour of the approach of a fleet, which 
had been mistaken for a British one, they considered 
the success of their sovereign's cause in West Flori- 
da so certain, that they determined on giving him an 
evidence of their loyally, by dislodging the Spaniards 
from the fort. Having engaged most of the other 
inhabitants of the district in their plan, and secured 
the co-operation of a number of the neighbouring 
Indians, they raised, on the twenty-second of Af>ril, 
the British standard, in view, but beyond the reach of 
the guns, of the fort. During the night, they ap-* . 
preached the fort, brought some artillery to bear upon 
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it, but a heavy fire from the guns of the fort soon 
compelled them to retire. 

On the twenty-fourth, the Spaniards fired on, and 
destroyed a housie, at srpall distance, behind which 
the insurgents hid taken shelter: but the latter hav- 
ing procured a field piece,approached and fired on the 
fort, wounding a corporal, who died on the next day. 
During the night, the firing was contiued, with some 
intervals. 

The commandant of the fort, sent, on the' 
twenty-eighth, one of his officers to the insurgents, 
to represent to them the danger to which they expos- 
ed themselves, by a rebellion against dieir lawful 
sovereign — recommending to them to deliver up their 
leaders and disperse; and promising that if they did 
so, the royal clemency should be extended to them. 
They promised to send an answer the next day. Ac- 
cordingly, in the morning, a planter came to the fort 
with a letter fi-om Mcintosh, one of the most respec- 
table inhabitants of the district, informing him that 
what the messenger would say could be relied on. 
This man, on being questioned, said the fort was un- 
dermined, and would be blown up the following day. 
There was a deep valley, at a very short distance 
fi-om the fort, at which the Spaniards had noticed a 
considerable number of persons, during the preced- 
ing days, a circumstance which gave some credit to 
the story. 

On the twenty-ninth, the men, according to the re- 
^portofthe commandant, being exhausted with fa- 
tigue^ftd^atching, and the ammunition and provi- 
sions nearly ^consumed, he surrendered the fort, on 
being permitted to march with his garrison to Baton 
Rouge. 

The evacuation of fort Panmure, by the Spaniards, 
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was soon ibUowed by the report that the rumour of 
Ae approach of a British fleet was unfounded, and a& 
terwards by that of Galvez's success at Pensacola. 

Those who had taken an active part in this short 
revolution, among whom were most of the settlers 
from Connecticut, fearful of meeting the late of 
O'Reilly's victims at New-Orleans, determined on 
making the best of their way to Savannah, in Geor- 
gia, flow the nearest post occupied by the British — 
altho' they had to cross an immense wilderness, in- 
habited by hostile Indians. 

The contest between Gre^t Britain, (the subjects 
of which they were,) and the American States, ren- 
dering a direct course dangerous, they were obliged 
to enter North Carolina, descend below the Alatama- 
ha, and cross again the state ofGeorgia, to Savannah, 
on its northern limit. In the performance of this 
circuitous journey, they were employed one hundred 
and thirty-one days. 

The caravan was numerous, and included women 
and children, some of the latter at the breast All 
were mounted on horseback; but the ruggedness of 
the ground induced such as were able to walk, tp 
travel most of the way on foot. The country is in- 
tersected by numerous, and often, broad and deep 
water courses; steep and lofty mountains obstructed 
tl^ir course ; and impervious marshes often required 
them to make long and tedious circuits. The Choc- 
taws, through whose country and along whose bor- 
der flieir journey lay to a great extent, having espous- 
ed the cause of the Spaniards, were their enemies: 
and from an Indian foe, no stratagem, no speed, no 
distance can insure safety. Famine also direatened 
them, in their best circumstances: often they suffer- 
ed intensely from thirst; and disease, at times, com- 
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pelled those who were well to halt for the recovery of 
the sick. 

They separated into two companies, on reaching 
the state of Greorgia: one was taken by the Ameri- 
cans; the other crossed the Alatamaha, and journey- 
ed to its mouth, where they constructed a raft, on 
which they crossed with their horses, and finally 
reached the town of Savannah in the latter part of 
October. 

On the twenty-fourth of August, Louisiana waai 
desolated by a hurricane. This year, the Mississi ppi 
rose to a greater height than was remembered by 
the oldest inhabitants. In the^ Attakapas and Ope- 
lotisas, the inundation was extreme. The few spots 
which the water did not reach, were coviered with 
deer. 

The affairs of the United States had a very gloomy 
aspect at the commencement of this year, and a bril- 
liant one towards^ its conclusion. The new year 
found the British in possession of the states of Geor- 
gia and South Carolina ; and Lord Cornwallis, who 
had invaded that of North Carolina, and driven Ge- 
neral Green into Virginia, gained a considerable ad- 
vantage over the latter on his return into North Caro- 
lina, at the batde of Guilford. The American army 
was now reduced to a deplorable weakness; and the 
remnant of it, which still existed, was unpaid, un- 
clothed, and often unfed. Under the pressure of 
these complicated sujfferings, a considierable portion 
of the soldiers had been in open revolt; and it was 
not easry to say, with confidence, how long the patri- 
otism of the residue would support them, under such 
trying circumstances. 

Tne enemies of America exulted, and her friends 
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Responded. In this inauspicious state of her afiairs, 
congress relaxed, for an instant, the firmness which 
had uiiifornnly characterised that body, and manifest- 
ed a disposition to sacrifice remote interests, though 
of great future magnitude, for immediate advantages, 
aifd instructed their minister at Madrid to relinquish, 
should it be absolutely necessary, the claim of the 
United States to the navigation of the Mississippi, 
below the thirty-first degree of north latitude, and a 
free port on its banks. The minister, finding him- 
self obliged to comply with the instructions, had the 
firmtiess to add, the offer to renounce the claim was 
made with a view of procuring, at once, the recogni- 
tion of the independence of the United States, and a 
treaty of alliance and commerce ; and if these objects 
were not immediately attained, congress would con- 
sider themselves at liberty to insist on their claim 
thereafter. The cabinet of Madrid did not, howev- 
er, thuik proper to negotiate at this period, and 
the United States afterwards availed themselves 
of the prudent and spirited conduct of their minis- 
ter. 

Lord Comwallis had marched from Guilford 
court-house to Wilmington, where he staid until the 
t^venty-ififtb of April, when he marched to Yorktown, 
\n Virgmia. He was afterwards invested by the al- 
lied forces of the United States and France, supported 
by a French fleet commanded by the Count de 
^Crrasse, towhom he surrendered on the nineteenth 
of October. 

Gaivez's success at Fensacola was rewarded hy a 
conruni^sion of lieutenant-general of the king's ar- 
mies, the cross of a knight pensioner of the royal and 
^istipguished order of Charl^ the third, and he 
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was appointed captain-general of the provinces of 
Louisiana and Florida. 

Father Cyrillo, of Barcelona, was made a bishop 
" in partibus infiddium^'* and received the canoni- 
cal institation oi the see ofTricaly, a town in Greeca 
He was given as coadjutor to Don Santiago Joseph 
de Estaveria, who still occupied the see of Cuba, and 
was direi<»ted to exercise his episcopal functions in 
Louisiana. 

The Spanish cabinet had directed (ralvez to at- 
tempt, after the surrender of Pensacola, the capture 
of the Bahama islands; but a simultaneous attack 
on the island of Jamaica, by the combined forces of 
Spain and France, being contemplated, Don Juatl 
Manuel de Cagigal was employed in the former 
service, and Galvez sailed for Hispaniola, where 
the combined forces were to assemble, with ^e view 
of taking the command of those of Spaia 

On the departure of the captain-general, the gov- 
ernment of the province was provisionally vested in 
Don Estevan Miro, colonel of the royal armies. 

Cagigal sailed from Havana, in the spring, with 
three regiments and a large train of artillery ; and on 
the twenty-eighth of May, 1782, the captain-general 
of the Banama islands (John Maxwell) signed a ca- 
pitulation, by which they were surrendered to the 
arms of the Catholic king. 

The war, and the capture of the British forts on 
the Mississippi, had deprived the planters of Louisi- 
ana of the great advantage thev derived from the 
illicit trade carried on by British traders. On the 
representation of Gralvez, considerable privileges 
were granted to the commerce of the province, on the 
twenty-second of January, by a schedule which 
was published in New-Orleans in the spring. 
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In the preamble of this document, the king states 
that his royal solicitude and wishes have always been 
to secure to his vassals the utmost felicity, and to en- 
able them to enjoy the advantages of a free trade ; 
that he had never lost sight of so important an object 
in the regulations he had made for the commerce of 
his vast dominions in the Indies — ^firmly persuaded 
that the protection of trade and industry has a great 
influence on the wealth and prosperity of a nation. 
His majesty then adds, that the province of Louisiana 
has partic*ularly merited his royal attention, since its 
annexation to his dominions. His paternal love for its 
inhabitants had induced him to give them repeated 
proofs that a change of government had uotdiminish- 
ed dieir happiness. But notwithstanding the favours 
and exemptions he had been pleased to grant to them, 
on several occasions, particularly by the regulations 
of the commerct; of the Indies, made on the twenty- 
eighth day of October, 1778, experience had shown 
that the advantages he had contemplated were not 
realised ; and the trade in peltries, of that province, 
with the numerous nations of Indians who surround 
it, and the articles of exportation to Europe, which 
the country produces, demanded new regulations. 
Accordingly, and with the view of rewarding the zeal 
and fidelity of the colonists, during the late cam- 
paigns for the recovery of the territories lately pos- 
sessed by Great Britain, on the Mississippi and the 
Gulf of Mexico, the following favours and privileges 
are granted to the province of Louisiana. 

1. Permission is given, during a period of ten 
years, to be computed from the day on which peace 
qiay be proclaimed, to all vessels of the king's subjects 
in the province of Louisiana, bound to New-Orleans 
or Pensaeola, to sail directly with their cargoes fi*mn 
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any of the ports of France, in which a Spanish consul 
resides, and to return thereto vn\k peltries or the 
produce of Xioutsiana or West Florida, (except ^pch 
cie, the exportation of which, in this way, is ab^ 
lately forbidden) under the express condttion that $t 
detailed invoice of all the nierchandise oxi board, 
signed by the consul, shall be delivered by lum, in a 
sealed cover, to the captain, to be presented by the 
latter at the custom-house of die place of destination. 

2. In case of urgent necessity in the colony, the 
existence of which necessity is to he certified by 

. the governor and intendant, permission is given to 
the colonists, to resort to any port in the French 
West India islands. 

3. To encourage the commerce of the province to 
the ports of the peninsula to which it is allowed, per« 
mission is given to export, from New-Orleans and 
Pensacola, any species of mercfa^ndise directly impor- 
ted there from Spain, to be landed in any port with- 
in the king's American dominions, to which trade is 
$tUowed, paying only the duty with which such mer- 
chandise would have been charged on its exportation 
from the peninsula, according to the regulation of the 
twelfth of October, 1778; but the exportation of 
foreign merchandise imported into Louisiana, is for- 
bidden. 

4. An exemption from duty is granted, during the 
same period, on negroes imported into Louisiana or 
West Florida; and permission is given ^ procure 
them in the colonies of neutral or allied powers, in 
exchange for produce or specie; paying only for 
such produce and specie, the duties mentioned in the 
seventh article. 

5. In order that the colonists may fully enjoy tfcie 
favjoursand privileges now granted^they are pera^it^ 
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ted, during the term of two years, to be compmed 
from the proclamation of peace in New-Or- 
leans, to purchase foreign vessels free f^Dm duty, 
and such vessels are to be considered as Spanish bot- 
toms. 

6. The exportation of pipe and bamel staves from 
Louisiana to Spain, is permitted, free from duty. 

7. It being just that commerce should contribute to 
thechargesof the colony, and the expenses it occa*^ 
sions, a duty of six per Cent is laid on all merchan«> 
disc exported and imported by the king's subjects in 

, the peninsula, Louisiana, and West Florida, accord^ 
ing to a moderate assessment 

8. Custom-houses are to be established in New- 
Orleans and Pensacola. 

The preliminary articles of peace between the 
United States and Great Britain were signed at PariiS, 
on the thirtieth of November. 

Le Breton and Morales were the ordinary alcades 
for the year 1783, and th^ following one. 

Rodriguez succeeded Mazange in the clerkship of 
the C£lbildo. 

The king having directed Galvez to select a briga* 
dier-general of his armies, to act as captain-general 
of the province of Louisiana during Galvez^ absence 
on the intended expedition against Jamaica, he made 
choice of Don Joseph de Espeleta. 

The preliminary articles of peace between Great 
Britain, France, and Spain, were signed at Paris, on 
the twentieth of January. 

The definitive treaties between Great Britain, the 
United States, and Spain, were signed, at JParis, on 
the third day of September. 
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By the .firsts the king of Great Britain acknowledg- 
ed the independence of the United States, and recog- 
nised,as their southern boundary, a Une to be drawn 
due east from a point in the river Mississippi, in the 
latitude of thirty-one degrees, north of the equator, to 
the middle of the river Apalachicola or Cataouche; 
thence along the middle thereof to its junction with 
Flint river; thence straight to the head of St. Mary's 
river; and thence down along the middle of St Ma- 
ry's river to the Adantic ocean. 

The description of this Une is important, as it 
became the dividing one between the possessions of 
Spain and the United States. 

By the eighth article, it was expressly provided that 
the navigation of the Mississippi, from its source to 
the gul^ should forever remain free and open to 
the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the 
United States. 

By the second, Great Britain warranted the pro- 
vince of West Florida, and ceded that of East Flori- 
da to Spain. Eighteen months were given to British 
subjects, settled in these provinces, from the date of 
ifae ratification of the treaty, to sell their property, 
receive their dues, and transport their persons and 
efl^ts, without molestation on account of religion, 
or under any other pretext whatever, excepting that of 
debtor crime. 

The claims of Spain and the United States, under 
this treaty, were not easy to be reconciled, and soon 
opened a source of contention, which lasted for a. 
series of years. The Catholic king, under an aetind- 
possession, and the guarantee of Great Britain, laid 
claim to all the territory as far as the mouth pf the 
river Yazoo. We have seen, in the last chapter ot 
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ikB proc^dlifig v^ikum^ ikai immediately aft^r iba 
peace of 1763^ on^oas^sskiii being taken by Great 
Britaia^ the iKiilbef n bonodary oS^ We^t Floifida was 
fixed at the thirty-first degree of north latit^jide; but 
wad afterwacfb eslended t^ a Hne drawn due east 
fisMn tha moudi of Yazoo rker^ in l^titii^le 3% !^ 
with the view of comprehending, witkm Ae liinits 
of the province, some important settlements — Spain 
contending that the IkfutR bekig then fixed in the 
commission of the British governor, had continued 
the same until the signature of the treaty. ^ 

The claim of the United States to the navigation o^ 
the Mississippi, below their southern boundary, wasi 
also resisted. , The Catholic king, as owner of both! 
banks of the stream, claimed the exclusive owner- 1 
sbipof it, and the consequent right of preventing! 
other nations from navigating it. 

The United States contended they had the right off 
going as far as the southern boundj\ry assigned to 
them by their title — it being a natural one; because; 
the definitive treaties between Great Britain and 
Spain and them,bearing thesamedate,thatof the pre- 
liminary articles ought to be resorted to, in order to\ 
ascertain the priority of right; and Spain could not | 
urge a warranty stipulated in her preliminary articles I 
against the United States, who had a previous title i 
from her warrantor. I' 

In support of -their claim to the navigation of the I 
Mississippi to the gulf, the United States contended ( 
that Spain derived every right which she had to the \ 
river and its navigation, from France, under a treaty 
posterior to the one by which the latter power had 
ceded to Great Britain the right of navigating the 
stream to the gulf; that the United States having 
succeeded to the rights of Great Britain, to *the left 
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^ bank above the bayon Mancbac, had equally done 
so to that of its navigation ; which right, moreover, 
had been expressly ceded by Great Britain in the lat- 
ter treaty. 

The last proposition was not, perhaps, absolutely 
eorrect. Great Britain not having ceded her ri^t, but 
merely a participation in it. 
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CHAPTER V. 

{jkHvez'^s pramoHon^Lepers^Unzaga^s residence. 
— Census. — Colonial expenditures: — A comndS' 
sary of the holy office.-^^Acadians. — Commerce. 
— Bando de buen gobierno — Don Pedro Piemas. 
— Kentucky. — Irish priests. — Don Diego de 
Gnardoqui. — Trade with the toestem part of the 
United States. — General Wilkinson. — Trade 
with Philadelphia. — North^Westem Territory 
qfiheU.S. 

The ordinary atcades, on the first of January, 
1785, were Forstall and Kernton. 

Early in this year, Galvez received a commission 
of captain-general of the island of Cuba, and of the 
provinces of Louisiana and East and West Florida, 
which superceded Espeleta's. In the summer, on 
the death of his father, he was promoted to the vice- 
royalty of Mexico, but retained the captaiu-gefieral- 
sbip of Louisiana and the Floridas. 

There being a number of persons in the province 
aflfected with leprosy, the cabildo erected an hospital 
for their reception, in the rear of the city, on a ridge 
of high land between it and bayou St John, which 
IS probably die ridge anciently separating the waters 
of the Mis^s^ppi from those of lake Fontchartrain. 

Miro now received and executed a commission of 
judge of residence ofUnzaga. 

Residence is a term, which, in the jurisprudence 
of Spain, is used to designate an inquiry which takes 
place into the official conduct of any public functiona- 
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ry, whenever by death, removal, or any other cause, 
he has ceased to execute the duties of his office. 
The decision of a judge of residence is reviewed, on 
appeal, by the council of the Indies. The inquiry is 
made at the principal place of the district in which 
the late officer exercised hk ftmctioiis. One w^uld 
suppose that the fear, which the investigation of 
every act, puWic or private, of an officer whom any 
one may accuse, and^who is given up, in some mea- 
sure, to every species of reproach and vexation, even 
from envy and malice, would insure the zealous and 
upright dtsdiarge of his duties; that &ose who are 
governed by an officer surrounded by a vi^lance 
which a thousand motives may call into activity, 
would find, in the residence, ihe most effectuil safe- 
guard against bis passions, his avarice, and his par- 
tiality. And yet, there is no part of the worid where 
almses of authority are of more frequent occurrence, 
than in the Spanish provinces; and the rapidity with 
which officers amass large fortune, is an evidence that 
there is no obstacle which the k>ve of gain will not 
surmount, and ^t the same want of principle which 
prompts the commission of dishonest acts, wiH abo 
suggest the means of avoiding their consequences. 
If^ny officer thinks of the residence, it is to intimi- 
date those whom he might fear, or to purchase their 
silence. There is a league between all persons in pla- 
ces subjected to a censure, which has al way caused it 
to degenerate into a mere formality. 

An accurate census ofthe inhabitants (^Louisiana 
and West Florida was taken this year, by order of 
Galvez, which produced the following results: 

Within the city of New-Orleans, 4980 

' 'From the Balize to the city, HWO 

At the Terre-|iUK-B«)^Q^ 57^—7656 
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[bim^t over J ....•• 7A56 
On the bayous St. John and Genlilly, 678 
Tchoupitoulas, 7046 

Parish of St. Cbarlee, 1903 

St. John the Bafitist, 1300 

St James, , 1332 

JjB^fmrcbe^ . 646 

Do. interior, 352 

Iberville, 673 

Poiate Coupige, 1521 

Opelousas, 1211 

Atakapas, 1070 

New Iberia, 125 

Washita, 207 

Rapides, 88 

Avoyelles, 287 

Natchitoches, 756 

Arkansas, 196 

In Xjower Louisiana, ............. 27,046 

St Genevieve, 594 

St. Louis, 897 

In Upper Louisiana, 1,591 

Manchae, 77 
CraJvezton, . 242 
Baton Rouge, 270 
Na^hez, 1550 
Mobile, , 746 
Pensacola, 592 
In WestFlorida, 3,477 

Grand Total, ^ 32,114 

Deducting, from the grand total, 3477 persons, the 
population of West Florida, and 1053, the number 
of those brought, at the king's expense, from the Cana- 
ry islands and Malaga, there remains a balance of 
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37,584 souk; which show that the population, at the 
arrival of O'Reilly in 1769, was more than doubled 
in sixteen years, by ordinary means. 

The number of white persons was 14,317; that of 
coloured free ones, 1303; that of slaves, 1&,594. 

A statement was made by the intendant, by order 
of the captain-general, of the expenses of the province 
£>r this year, and is as follows: 

ETAT MAJOR. 
The governor and captain-general's salary, $10,000 
Assessor of government, 3,000 

Secretary of do. 1,000 

First clerk in the secretary's office, 600 

Town major, 1,300 

Aid do, 740 

Adjutant, 600 

English interpreter, 480 

Surveyor-general, 430 

Boat's patroon and seamen, 1,380 

Officers attached to no particular corps, 
Colonel with lieutenant-colonel's pay, 1,753 

Lieutenant-colonel, 1.753 

Two do. with rank, but pay of $373 only, 744 

Four captains, 1,584 

One do. 240 

Twelve lieutenants, 4,330 

Four sub-Ueutenants, 1,153 

ARTILLERY. 
A company complete, 18,417 

A storekeeper 54O 

An assistant do. 300 

A master armourer, 220 



[Total carried over] 49,451 
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(brought over) 40,451 

INFANTRY. 

A regiment of infantry, 300,838 

DRAGOONS. 

A company complete, 11,330 

A house for their barracks, 350 

CARABJNIERS. 

An adjutant, 330 

MIUTIA. 

An adjutant-major, 738 

A second do. 340 

Seven Serjeants and four corporals, 1,878 
A major-commandant of free people of colour, 340 

FORTIFICATIONS. 
A director, storekeeper,surveyor of the works, - 

and two servants, 1,630 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

INTENDANCY. 

Anintendant, 4,000 

Assessor, 1,500 

Secretary and two clerks, 1,100 

Office expenses, 300 

Notary of the marine, 500 

A boat and crew, 1,380 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICR 

A comptroller, (contador) 1,600 

Four clerks, 1,950 

Office expetisesy 100 

TREASURY. 

A treasurer^ 1,300 

Two clerks, 700 

Office rent and expenses, 800 

CUSTOM-HOUSE 

A collector^ 1,300 



(Total, carried over] 383,135 
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[brought over] . . . . ,: . 383,135 
Comptroller, 1,000 

Casb)^', 80ft 

Four clerks, 1,550 

A searcher, 706 

Gyard major, 60ft 

Twelve guards, 2,400 

Boat and crew, 1,104 

ROYAL HOSPITAL. 
A comptroller $600, commissary $300, 900 

Steward 480, physician 600, 1.^80 

Chaplain 480, first surgeon 600, 1,1090 

Assistant surgeon, 360, mate 193, S58 

Two minor surgeons 360, apothecary 480, 840 

Apotheeary^s servant, attendams aaa eoak, 964 
Provisions and medicines, 18^000 

SCHOOLS. 
A director, WO 

Two masters, 1,050 

CHURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 
N.Orleans,a curate $480,foura88i8laiitBl360,^ 1,740 
Terre-aux-Bceufs, a curate, 240 

St. Charles, a curate — St. John ^ BaptMH^ do. 48Q 
St James, a do.— Ascension a do. 480 

1 berville, a da — Point© Coup^, a da 480 

Attakapas, a do. — Opelousas, a da 480 

Natchitoches, a do. — ^Natchez, a do. 480 

St. Louis, a do. — ^St. Genevieve, a do. 480 

Galvezton,a do. and Sacristan 540, expenses 50, 590 
Allowance for wax lights to country parifibes, 300 
Boarding of six nuns, at the king^s expense, ?90 

do. twelve orphan girls, 360 

[Total, carried over] 433s985 
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433,965 

300 

440 
• 1^152 
360 



of 



[brought over,] ...... 

CABILDO. 
Six regidws, 

POSTS. 
Balize-'-^ pilot 200, two patroons 240^ 
Sixteen seamen, each 72, 
Head pilot. 
Allowance for seamen and troops, purchase 

boat^ "&c. 
Natchez, a garrison, and sixty men. 
Adjutant, 

ST. LOUIS. 
An adjutant 510, two stordceepers 738, 
A surgeon 360, Indian presents 214, 

CIVIL COMMANDAJVTS. 
Two who do not belong to the army, 
A keeper of boats in town. 
Extra ^qpenses, 

Total expenses in.Louisiana, $449,389 
MOBILE. 
A governor 2000, chaplain 360, 
Sacristaii 180, chapel expense^ 50, 
English int^feter 180, storekeeper 600, 
Adjutant 300, gui^rd 180, 

Do. of artillery 300, armourer 360, 
Suigeon, inate^and nurses, 
Patroon and hands of city launches, 

DAUPHINE ISLAND. 
A pilot and four sailors, 

CATTLE PLANTATION. 
A herdsman, an assistant, and a labourer. 
Extra expenses. 



4,500 

6,000 

480 

1,248 
574 

200 

180 

10,000 



2,360 
230 
780 
480 
660 
1,140 
1,296^ 

696 

900 

5,000 



VOI^Eb, 



[Total, carried over} 462,931 

11 
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f broughi over] .•...».' 462,931 
PENSAGOLA. , 

A governor 300, town-major 900, 3,90ft 

Adjutant 720 ; his aid 8bO, ^ 1^20 

Storekeeper 600, engineer 1180, - 1,780 

Armourer 360, adjutant of artillery 420, 78* 

ptacksmi th 350, keeper of the works 240; .800 

Military storekeeper and asmsta'nts, 1,200 
Cbmptrolkr ^^100, two cleric 780, office es^ 

' prises 50, .r - • . 2^03^ 
TWsurer 1200, clerk 360. office expenses 50,' 1 ,^# 

Hospital director 780, eteWard,860, 1,140 

burgeon 780, mate 4^ two aidB»600, 1,890 

Apothecary 600, an assistStri¥ 30(^ 000 

Four nurses jmd a cook, ^ ' 1,080 

A curate 440, assis^Bt 300^ 800 

^iKHistan 180, chapel expenses 00^ i^ 

]?ilot300,patroon 144, twelve sailors 144ft, 1,884 

A carpenter, cooper and caulker, 360 each, 1,0S0 

£xtf a expenses, * 12,000 
New settlers and Indian ^fl^irs, 

Acentador 1600,twaGlerk$96a, ' »4(6d 

House rent 180, office Expenses 50v * 290 

Storekeeper 300, GQmmissioiier 360j . 720 

Interpreter 540, assistant 30O, ^ 840 

A surgeon at Terre-a»x-B<Bufe, 360 

A commandant 300, surgeon 360, Gakeftlon 06^^ 

A surgeon 360, commissary 180, Valciizuela 540 

A pensioner, 320 

An armotfrer at "New-Orleans, 3110 
Indian interpreters at Natebez, Niiletrileehes, 

mid Poinle Couple. 370 

Interpreter and armourer at Ailcansast 274 

[Tb^I,e«fiiedoT6r} 504,^2 
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Interpreter and armoufer at St. Louis, 340 

CQiBmissQry ftnd do* at Mobile, -^ 1 ^080 

A storel^eeper and two ititerpreteits at Pen- 

saciola, ' 1,€20 

PresoBit^and extra expenses, 39,7S2 

$537,285 
Iiet us eontmst th^i^ ^expenses with those of a re» 

jpuUic^aii state^ that of North Gtrolina^ in the precede 
ingyeart % 

. The governw^ $3,000 

Priyate.8scretary, - . s 400 

Council of «aift 20» 

Secretary of staf^ 350 

Comptf lir, .1,600 

His fi^e clerks, ;lyU^ 

Si^ionary, 300' 

Three judges <rf* thd supfeme court, 6,200 

Attorney-general, _ ^ y'j}' i»3.20 

Three delegates in congreas,' 6,720 

T e^surer, ^ 1,4W 

Clerks and^stationary, 1,400 

Tf5n boards of auditors^ 4,800 

Commi^^stoners of account, 240^ 

The legislature, 30,000 

PaWicprintcr, 1,000 

$56,930 

The population ofNorth Carolina was, at this^je* 
riod, 377,75jl persons; so that her expemes were 
that year a little niore than fifteen cents per head--<E^ 
while those Louisiana were sixteen dollars and 
-five «ents. Tbose expe^ditofes^ in the fiim case, 
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were paid by the kihabitanls^; in the latter, by the 
sovereign. - , 

, An attempt f\ as made to introduce the Inquisition 
into the province. A clergyman of New-Orleans 
received a commission ofcommissafy of the holy of- 
fice in Louisiana. Miro had it particularly in 
charge not to allow the exercise of any inquisitorial 
fiinctions, within the txAxsMy committed to his care. 
He gave early information of this to the comuiissary, 
who thought himself bound to attend to the orders of 
his spiritual, rather than those of his temporal, superi- 
ors: and one night, whilst he was peetceably slum* 
bering, he was disturbed by an officer heading ^h« 
Veen grenadi^^, who lodged him on board of a ves« 
^el, which, at break jcA day, sailed with him fw 
Spain. ., 

>. According to an arrangement between ^e courts 
of France and Spain, the province received this year 
a very considerable accession of population, by the 
arrival of a number erf* Acadian families, who were 
supported by the French king, and came over to join 
their.fiiends who had migrated to Louisiana^ as we 
h£^ve already mentioned, in 175£k They settled, 
mostly, on both sides of the Mississippi river, near 
Plaquemines;, bui-a number of the families went to 
increase the setdement on Terre-aux^BcBufe, on the 
bayou Lafourche, and in the districts of Ataki^as 
and Opelousas. • 

The period of eighteen months, which had been 
granted to British settlers to sell their propeQy, cdU- 
lect their <iebts, and remove their persons and effeds 
from East and West Florida, 4>y the late treaty be- 
tWera Spain and Great Riitain, being expired, Miroii 
with the approbation of Galvez, extended the time, 
losetders in West Florida, till the pleasure of the 
king was known. 
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The royal schedule, of 1782, had revived the trade 
of New-Orleans; atid a number of commercial bou- 
ses from France had estabKsbed themselves there. 
" The planter, however, regretted the time when 
BritTsh vessels pHed on the Mississippi, stopping be- 
fore every house, furnishing the farmer with whatev- 
er he wanted, accepting inrpayment whatever the lat- 
ter had to spare, and extending a credit almost un- 
limited in extent and duration. A number of agents 
had arrived from Jamaica to collect debts due to 
merchants of that island, the recovery of which had 
been impeded during the war. • As tfie trade these 
creditors had carried on, could not now be continu- 
ed, they pressed for settlement and payment. In 
some cases, legal coercion was resorted to; butMiro, 
vdthasmuchpnidence asUnzaga, on a similar oc- 
casion, exerted his influence to procure some respite 
for those who were really unable to comply with 
tfieir engagenients, and allowed a resort to the last 
extremity against those only, whose bad faith appear- 
ed to re<|uire it Instances are related, in which, un- 
able to obtain a creditor's indulgence for an honest 
^btor, be satisfied the former out of his own purse. 

The cabildo made choice of Orue and -Dafossat for 
ordinary alcjEu]es,on the first of January, 1786. 

Sy a royal order, issued at the Pardo, on the fifth 
of April, the king approved the conduct of Miro in 
die indulgence granted, last year, to the British sub- 
jects at mton Rouge and Natchez, and declared his 
wiH that permission might be granted to such indi^ 
viduals, residing in Louisiana and Florida, to remain 
where they were, on taking an oath of allegiance and 
fidelity, provided they should not move out of their 
respective districts without the permission of the go- 
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vemor. Those who neglected to take the Mlh, were 
to depart by sea fi>r som^ of*tbe colonies of Noftli 
America; and if thi^y were .unable to defray the.ex* 
penses of tbe voyage, it^ was to be paid by the king", 
who wBS to bp rermbqirsed, as &r as possible, by the 
sale of their property. ' 

The king further ordered that, at Natchez and 
other places where it might be done conveniendyi 
parishes might be formed, {^ndf^itunder the direction 
of Irish clergymen, in order to bring over the inhabits 
ants and their families to the Catholic fiiith, by tho 
mildness and persuasion it recojmmends ,Fpr thii 
purpose, the king wrote to the bishop of Salamancaf 
to choose four priests, natives of Ireland, of approved 
zeal, virtue and tearning,'4rom among those of bift 
univen^ty, to be sent to 'Louisiatia at the king's e^ 
pense. - ~ 

^ Miro, on^ whom the provisional govermnenl had 
devolved on the departure of Galvez, now received a 
commission of governor, civil and military, of X.<ettisi« 
ana and West Florida, and issued his hando debuen 
gobiemo on the second of June, 

A hando de buen gobiemo^ is a pro^amation whidt 
th^ goyernor of a Spanish colony generally issues on 
assuming it& government, to amke known the princi* 
ples by which he intends to direct his conduct, and 
to introduce necessary alterations into the ordinances 
ofpolice. 

In this document, Miro b^insby stating diat re«-: 
ligion being the object of the wise4aws of Spain, and* 
a xeverend demeanor in church a consequence oi 
it, the bishop having lately published an edict, with 
regard to the respect arid devotion « with which 
die faithful are to attend the- celebration of the holy 
mysteries, the proceedings of thfe vicar-general 
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agaiiMTt detm^tiente will receive every pecesBary aid 
from government. Working on the Sabbath and 
dtfief holy festivals is prohibiled, except jn cases of 
necessity, vvuthoot th^ license of the vicar. He forbids 
the doors of shops or stores being kept open during 
the hours pf divine service, and the danc^ of slaves 
on thcTpubhc square on those days, before the close 
of the evening service. 

He declares his intention to proceed with severity 
l^tnst aU persons living in concubinage. Heob- 
sc^t-ves, that the idleness of free negro, mulatto^ and 
quarteroon women, resulting from their dependence 
for a hvelihood on incontinence and libertinage, will 
not be tolerated. He recommends them to renounce 
^ir mode of hving, and lo betake themselves to 
honest labour; and declares bis determination tp^ 
have those who neglect his recommendation, sent.ool 
of the province^ — warning them that he will consider 
th^ir excessive attention to dress, .as an evidence of 
their misconduct. 

He complains that the distinction which had been 
established in die head d^essof fenoalesof colour,. is 
disregarded, and urges that it is useful to enforce it; 
Ibrbids them to wear thereon any plumes or jewjelry, 
and directs them to wear their hajr bound in a hand* 
kerchiefl 

' He announces^ that the laws against gambling and 
duelling, and against those who carry about their 
persons, dirk^, ptstofe, and other arms^ shall be 
rigorously < nfi)rc^d. ^ 

The nightly assemblages of people of colour are 
prohibited. 

Theinhahitenlsofthe city are forbidden to leave 
it^ either by lander water, without a passport; and 
fliose who. leave the province are to give security for 
the payment of their debts. 
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Persons coming in, by land or water, are to pre- 
snt themselves at the government house. 

Those who harbour convicts, or deserters, from the 
land or naval service, are to be punisl[ie<L 

Any large concourse of people, without.the know- 
ledge of government, is inhibitedL : : ' •• 

None are to walk out at night without urgent n^ 
cessity, and not then without a light • 

. No house or apartment to be rented to a slave. 

Tavern keepers are to sh'ut^hieif Hdusi^ at r^ular 
hours, and not to sell spirituous liquors to Indians, 
soldiers or slaves. 

Purchases from s(^diers,Indians, convicts, or slaves 
are prohibited. . 

R^ulations are made to prevent forestalling,. hogs, 
running! at large in the streets, to restrain the keejung 
too great a number of dogs, and the removal of dead 
animals. 

Measures are taken to guard against conflagrations, 
for draining the streets, and keeping the landing on 
the levee unobstructed* *• * 

Verbal sales of slaves are fotUdden. 

Don Pedro Piemas succeeded MirS" as cdionel of 
the regiment of Louisiana. 

At the close of the war, there had been considera-^ 
Ue^migrations to the banl^ of the Ohio and the west* 
em part of Virginia. A district had here been fi>rm«- 
ed called K<^tucky,the population'bf wluch exceed* 
eSf twelve thousand sc^uls. ' Xhere vvas also a large 
number of settlers in the state ^of North Carolina, on 
the western sideof the mountains, and many had 
sat down on the banks of Cumberland river. These 
found the inconvenience of their situation, from the 
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imiiieise diiitanee of the seat of goTernment, near die 
shore of the Atlantic,so grievous, that in die preceding 
year they had made an attempt to erect themselves 
Bito a separate government^ under the style of die i^ate 
of Franklin. 

The people of Kentuc^ had the -same wish, and 
Aose ofYirgmia, were not averse to its gratification. 
They enjoyranopart of die attention of the general 
^vwmnenfc Their communication with the Atkin* 
Ue was obstructed by an immense wilderness and 
lo% mountains; ami where these obstacles were 
surmounted, the distance to a sea port was still im- 
mense* l%e climate' was favoqrable to agriculture ; 
and aldiough their'land produced much more than 
dbey 60uld consume, they could find no market for 
the surplus. Attem pts had been inadf? ^ g^k^ngiA 
en the BlississippK but theiy boaj^ hg dbi^njntiel^ma^ 
agzj^b y Spanish officers asfT '^^mg^^ ^^j^r^^ wi'*l| 
y ppites fcL -StJLiOWSr A convention of the peopte 
net at Danville to deliberate on the pro][Mrie^ of an 

3>plication to congress, soliciting adnlission into the 
nion as an independent stale; but the ma^rity oil 
that body concltided that die popufodon of the 
district was too small and s^rse to suppoti; the ex- 
penses of a separate government Congress seemed 
Wwilling to take any measure to procure them a free 
iiavigaii<m of the Misstssiippi. 

Ghabert and R^gio were the (urdinary atcades for 
ibeyearl7S7; 

The population of the district of Opelousas and 
Atakapds was heretofore supposed to be so incon- 
«derable,that1t had been thought one commandant 
livas suffident for both. £k>n Nicholas Forstall, a re* 
gidor, was now appointed commandant of thet for- 

TQUUU 12 
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mer, and the Chevalier de Clouet, irim beliu«.i 
ded over both, was left in charge of &e latter. On 
bis departure, ForstaU claimed the right,. as he wai 
leaving Uie cabHdo on the king's service, to appcrint 
a lieutenant, in pro^y^to represent him.in it; Uu 
diat body refused to recognise such a right . 

The four Irish priests from the seminary <^ Ss iai 
manca,^ chosen by the bishop, according so the .re» 
quest of the king^ reached New-Orleans, and iverii 
sent to Paton Rouge, Naldiez, and ^bw. parts i^4lici 
territory cionquered ftom Great BritaiiH darings Afe 
last war. . 

fAhho' no treaty had been enteced inta Jbetweenilis 
tJnited States ana the Catholic king, the latter had 
^nta minist^to the former. This^endeqiaiif Doii 
Diego de Gtiardoqui^nawfiHuned a plan far encoor* 
aging migration .from . the distriirt of Kentue^iand 
the western (WUt of N^Mrth.CaroliAa, to therightbanlix 
of the Mississippi, betweea. the settlements near th^ 
river Arkansas and thosonear the Missoori^ ^ Geoi^g^ 
Mpi^an, cifPennqFlvania, who^feredhimsc^T^w^ tte* 
leader of jAie eraigraQts^ received the grant of a lai|;e 
tract* of land; on ^ich he laid the faoodatiod o^a 
KMQr^ Mrfai^ he dignffied with the name of H^ff- 
Madrid. A company of in&htry, ooder tbe.> orA&tB, 
«cf Pierre Foopher, waa sent iron. N«w-Orleanstx> 
build and garrison a fori near the intended site af^hB^ 
city, 

At&e same time» Don I>iego adimtted the pgopo^ 
sition of the Baron de Steuben, a gen<^ officert- 
who, having ii^ved tbei Umted .^ates witk- distinc* 
tion duri^ tbe> late war, had, (og^hw- with oAer^ 
officera of rank^ mid a^mnnber of respectaliie >ciiiMna- 
of the United St^es^ solicited aav^tensive-'ttaet-'i^ 
country on the »me bank of the Mississqipi, for Ae. 
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fnYpcl^ €f edtabUBhing a military colony, chi^iy 
€lmipoil^ of such persons as were lately tn the army, 
md Were left with<$ut employment, on its disband- 
mmi. The cabinet of Madrid, however^ did not 
dvink proper to encourage the^ formation of a colony,' 
composed c^such material, ia the ^mnlsh domin^ 
kmsc 

Morgan's plan had but apartial execntioa 
TfaCfiMindatioii was now laid of a commercial in*\ 
ttrcoiirse, through the Mississippi, between the Unit- / 
fKlStates and New^Orteans,wWeh has been ijontinu I 
ed, wkh but tittle mterruption, to 'this day, and has\ 
increased ta an inraieiise degree; and, to the future 
eaitentof wliich, th^ imagtn^on can hardly t^nteuh* 
plate any Ihirit Hitherto, the boate ^jrfll he westep i 
" g, vmituring W Jtie Mississippi, were arreste d 
^tne tfret ^parStngficer who m^t tnem ; and^e^i - 
l^firoation ensuedrigj^ver y f^afiPf ^a lt ronmiu iM^^ 
^fT^t^een the citizens of the UnitedS tat^ and the 

IVowancti 



llaL being^stri cily^rohi bited. 

anjmig^^deSEQi^^ 

laicheiTBypersonal entreaty and the solicitations ^ 
Ihs friends, obtained a tract of land, with permissi^ 
to settle on k widi his family, slaves, ferming utensils, 
andfuralture. He wa» not allowed /to bring, anyl 
Aing to sell wiidioiit paying an enmtnons dvity. An 
wiexpected incident changed the itce of af&irs, in 
diis rpspect 

* The idea ofii r^irfar trade was first conceived hy 
general Wilkinson, who had served with distinction 
SIS an officer in the late war, and whose name is. as 
4^nspicHous' in the annals of rtie west, as any other. 
He had connected with it a scheme for the setdemetit 
^several thousand American families in that part of 
die pres^tf state of Louisiiana, now known as^the pa- 
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riAes of East and West fWHemna^ mA that of 
Washita, and on While river and other strettnB c^the 
present territ6ry of Aricansas. For these serviees to 
the Spanish government,' be expe<^ed to obtafa^.die 
l^vil^ of introducing, yearly, a considerable qoan^ 
tity of tobacco into the Mexican market 

With a view to the execution of his plan, Wilkiii* 
son descended the Mismssippi, with an adventure of 
tpbacco, flour, butter and bacon. He stopped at 
Natoh^ while bis boat was floating down the:^tream 
to New-Orleans, die cooiHiandant at die former plac^ 
having been induced to forbear sizing it, from an 
apprehension that such a step would be disapproved 
by .Miro, who might be desirous of showing some in- 
dulgence to a general .o$cer of a nadon widi whom 
his was at peace — especially as the beat and* its 
owner were proceeding, to Mew-OrleanS, wh^?e he 
could act towards them as he saw fit.. 

Wilkinson, hai^ng siopped at a plantation on tl^ 
river, the boat reached the cjty befere him. On its 
approaching the levee, a ^uard was immediately aeni 
on board, and the revenue officers were about ttikin|^ 
measures for its seizure, wh^i a merchant, \^4io wseS 
acquainted with Wilkinson, and had some influence 
with Miro, represented to him that the step Navaiio 
was about to take might be Attended with unpleasani 
consequences; that ^e people i^Kentu^y wwo-dk 
rt^ady much exasperated at the conductof the Span*^ 
igrds in seizing, allthe property of dioee who navig»* 
ted the Mississippi, and if diis system was pursued^ 
they would probably, in s[ute of congress, take means 
themselves to open the navigation/ of the river by 
force. Hints were, at the same time, thrown out, 
that the gei^eral was a very: popular chwacter amcmg 
those wbpwf^re capable ofinftuning the whole crf'^be 
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weBtorn ]peofila^ ancl dmt, protwibhr^^yB nwBiog alkmt 
b^>re him^thalit might beseis^, wasa sdieme l^id 
by the gpvemment of ifae Uniied States, that Ite 
teighty on hisreturo^inflaenceiheiiiin^of luscoun^ 
trymen; and, having brought diem to die^ ppim he 
wished, indace thma to choose him for dieir leifller, 
and, spreading over the ocmntry, carry Bre and deso* 
latioafrom on^ pant of Louisiana toifae other. 
. Qntbis,Miro expressed his wilih to Navarro that 
llwt guard might be removed* This was done; ahtl 
WHkinsmi^s friend ^ was permitted to ta^chkige 6[ 
the boat, and s^ the. oargo^ without f>aying aAj 
cUity. 

On his first int«*view, with Mif% Wittdnsonr that 
be might not^derogate from the d^aract^r hia M^nd 
had given him, by appes^l'ing concerned in so tnfli^ 
an adventure as a boat-^ioc^ of tcArticco, flour^ ^e^ 
observed that the cargo belpng^: to sevaral of ttis 
fellow citizens in fi^entucky, who dieted jo avail 
Aemselves pf his visit, to New^Orieans to make^ 
Uwl of dwj tamper 6f tbfe jcolonia| ; govewiment 
€ki his return be could then infwm the^ Ufiit^ 
States government of the- steps taken undei^his eye ; 
so that, in future, proper measures might be ad^pt^ 
ed. He acknowlS^ed with gratitude, the att^ndon 
and reiiq^ect manife^ed towards himself, and^e fa- 
iiMir shown to the merchant who had be^ permittecl 
to tedke care of ^ boat;* adding, he did not! wish 
that the intendant should expose himself to. thS anger 
of the court^by forbearing tpjseize the boat and car- 
go, if such, were his instructions, ond-fae bad n^i^'stiiv 
thorityto depart from them when circumstaiEicea flight 
require iu > . 

Miro supposed, from thisconversa^ion^'tbal^ Wil^ 
kinscm'a ob^t was to produce a rliptpe^rath^r;^)! 
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For twactt^^jpe yeiire before^ patticelarifsifice che 
c6nimissiofi6Pfirt)f-thestale ^Ge6rg*ii catioietoNafch^ 
10 ^laim^ ikte ©oUdtty, he had beea ^feirfiil of an 
invamoiiliteverf Ytsa of 4he water; and *«he rumour 
ff albw^boais^havfng been seen togfeA^r bn thfeOhjo 
was J9uffident to e]Eci^ hid apprcfhen^ions. At his 
next interview wrth- Wilkinson, having ptocored ftrr- 
^ 4ief itifermation of ^hechmtiGterr^ number, Bnd dis^ 
pbsition-of (be wes^fn people, ^md having ^-esolved, 
m hia^ihindvwwhat mec^re&iieU3oiMHake, eonsiment^ 

S:wi]di his instrueiions, be eonehided that he c^mtd 
o nchbetter than to hold out a hope to Wilkinson, in 
[order totsecure hiHuAuence in restraining his coun- 
kr^6n from^iutinv^onr <rf*JLottisiatia, tiH fhrdier in* 
Wroctions ooiiid be received ftom JVfodrid/ The 
geBeFalsaile41n Septetifherlbr Philadelphia* 

Alcffa jiejw ^hfwi^^t^^ be carried o n be^ 
i^pm N^y^-OiieSw and t^ jgi ^, at vv<ifc?fa ihfe^^olo^ 
^^F^^^^^r]a^S^Ll5|^^^r'''Gl^i^oqui, 
''feMf^^iihiding that^ he did^ot panici^te in the 
l^ofits^ofthisiiew^branch of commerce, hifir finends 
iMi obtaining the consignment of the vessels engaged 
in Jt, notTJ^i^standing various hints and threati 
^ thrown; out to the captains and snper^cargoes, pro* 
cured a list of the i\am^ of the vessels, captains and 
QFners in !Pfew-Orleans, real or pretended, and Hm^ 
Warded it to Navarro; with asevere^primand; add* 
uij^tharhe had informed the court of the disregard 
of th^'laws in-Louistan6« He so wotlsed: upon die 
feai^tdTthe intendant,,that,'appreheiifdtv^of}osing'hki 
plaeis ifheilid not recur to sever^e measures, the lat- 
ter prx>se<mted, wiffi apparent imparthdity arid ume- 
tehting Vigour,- all those against whom rnformatftm 
vvas £t^g^," seizing vessels on their arrival, coi^sca* 
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its officers was, however, apparei^ . Xbe &v^Miril9ei 
of ihose with whom the* officers haijl coiuic^xicHis in 
business e6<^kpe4^ by* bHi^fi^ that were 

thought sufficient to destroy those sent by Guardoqui^ 
by receiving timely notice of their danger^ by orders 
fe*warded to the commandaat at the Balize taiavour 
them, by not sufferir^ them to enter, ancT aHowin^ 
those who had entered but not reached New-C^leanfr, 
to return and put back to sea, widi sudi part of their 
cargoes as they could not convenieDtlj^ land on the 
plantations along the banks c^ the river — the owners 
having ordered those vessels to foreign ports, pre- 
tended they were lost during their voyage, and th^ 
were ignorant of any thing concerning them since 
Aey left New-Orleans. 

It was the practice in Sp^ni^ colonies, to copr 
demn all contraband traders to the mines ; butin such 
cases the law was rarely carried into execution, 
when diere had been no violent resistance or blood 
shed. The. offender was, however, imprisoned, and 
after a short time, suffered to escape-^the jailor re- 
porting him as runaway or dead. Some <^ the pep- 
sons who were thus condemned and imprison^ m. 
New-Orleans, were soon after liberated. A few 
were permitted to command other vessels, after hav- 
ing made some change or alteration in theit names. 
One of them who had been imprisoned and r6turned 
as dead, by the gaoler, went to Madrid, where he 
obtained the review and reversal of tt^ sentence 
against him^ and came back to NeW-Orleam 
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The Cdt^ra»ofdie UmtedSlatee, dik yen;(«rect« 
eddieterritoiy to the ncmfawest trf* ^e ^io into a 
distinctgoT^miiientyat die head c^ mdiich they placed 
AiiliurStClair,anofficOTofdie lalerevdutioiiiQiid 
OQce their (Mresident 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ConfiagraUon. — Femdssion given to WUMnson 
to trade.'-^Emigrants. — Censtis. — Navarro? sde^ 
parture: His ideas in regard to the people of 
Kentucky: their plans. — Charles IV. — WiUdn^ 
son. — Encouragement to migration. — Irish emi- 
grants. — Federal constitution of the U.States.^-^ 
Washington. — Nootka Sound. — Negotiations at 
Madrid, — Southwestern Territory. — DonFranr 
Cisco de Bouligny. — Don Nicholas Maria Vidal 
-^Indian affairs. — Insurrection in Hispaniola. 
— State of Vermont. 

The ordinary alcades, for the year 1788, were 
Foucher and Argotte. Pedesclaux now succeeded 
Rodriguez in the office of clerk of the cabildo, which 
he held during the remainder of the Spanish govern* 
mentin Louisiana* 

On the twenty-first of March, (Good Friday,) the 
chapel of a Spaniard, in Chartres-street, New-Or- 
leans, took fire, about three o^clock in the afternoon ; 
and, the wind being very high at the time, a confla-^ 
gration ensued, which, in a few hours, consumed 
nine hundred houses, and other property of immense 
value. 

In order to relieve the inhabitants, in some degree^ 
from the distress into which this event had plunged 
diem, the colonial government made a large eontrac 
&r flour, to be purchased within the United States^ 
on which it made great advances in moneys and in 
order to induce contractors to deliver it on the best 
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terms, the privilege was allowed them of introducing 
an unlimited quantity of merchandise, on paying the 
usual duty. Guardoqui, finding that the information 
he had given made him enemies in the United States, 
that the colonial government had seized the op- 
portunity presented by the late conflagration, to re- 
lease all the individuals imprisoned in consequence 
of the prosecutions he had instigated during the pre- 
ceding year, and to restore the property confiscated, 
^a measure approved by the king, to whom a repre- 
sentation had been made by his officers in Louisiana) 
and that no benefit could result to him firom continu- 
ing his interference, desisted from any further attempt 
to obstruct the commercial intercourse between Phi- 
ladelphia and New-Orleans; and his agents, induced 
'foy motives of prudence, and perhaps by a share 
in the profits, did every thing in their power to 
augment it. 

Miro now received and executed a commission of 
Judge of residence of Galvez. 

On the eighth of August, Wilkinson^sagent in New 
Orleans procured, from the colonial government, 
{>ermission to send to the city one or more launches 
loaded with tobacco from Kentucky^ 

Several individuals from the Wabash^ Kentucky, 
and Cumberland rivers, came to Louisiana to ascer- 
tain whether their migration to Uie province would 
be allo!;ied,and to view the country* They were in- 
formed that they would be permitted to introduce 
their property ; such as was for sale, paying a duty 
of twenty-five per cent; that their slaves, stock, provi- 
sions for two years, and farming implements, would 
be free fi*om duty; that land would be granted, and 
protection afforded theni, as long as they demeaned 
ihemselves weH 
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A census, which was taken this year, presents the 
following results: 

Within the city of New-Orleans, 633S 

From the Balize to the city, 2378 

At the Terre-anx-BoBufs, 661 
On the hayous St» J ohn and Gentilly, 772 

Barataria, 46 

Tchotrpitoulas, 7589^ 

Parish of St Charles, 2381 

St John the Baptist, 1368 

St James, 1559 

Lafourche, 1164 

Do. interior, 1500 

Iberville, 944 

Pointe Couple, 2004 

Opelousas, 1985 

Atakapas, 2541 

New Iberia, 190 

Washita, 232 

Rapides, 147 

Avoyelles, 209 

Natchitoches, 1021 

Arkansas, 119 

in Lower Louisiana, , 34,142 

St Genevieve, 896 ^ 

St Louis, 1197 
In Upper Louisiana, . . • • ^ » • • . • , • • 2,093 

Manchac, 284 

Galvezton, 268 

Baton Rouge, 682 

Feliciana, 730 

Natchez, 2679 

Mobile, 1468 

Pensacola, 265^-6376 



Grand Total, 42,611 
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The increase between the census <rf 1785, which 
gave a grand total of 32,1 14, is 10,497, in three years ; 
which is about thirty-one and a half per <3ent. This 
is, perhaps, accounted for, by tfie accession of popu- 
lation brought by the Acadians since the first census. 
The increase in Iberville, JVfanchac, Lafourche, Ope- 
lousas and Atakapas, the parts of the province in 
which these people settled, presents an increase of 
fifty one per cent The number of Acadian emi- 
grants may in this way be reckoned stt^bout 3500. 

The number of white persons was 19,445; that of 
free persons of colour 1,701 ; that of slaves 31,465. 

Don Martin Navarro, the intendant, now left the 
province for Spain; and the two offices of intendant 
and governor were united in the person of Miro. Na- 
varro's lastcoomiunicution totheking,wa8a memorial 
which he had prepared, by order of the minister, on 
the danger to be apprehended by Spain, in her Ame- 
rican colonies, from the emancipation of the late 
British provinces on the Atlantic. In this document, 
he dwells much on the ambition of the United States, 
and their thirst for conquest f whose views, he states 
to be an extension of territory to the shores of the Pa- 
cific ocean; and suggests the dismtoiberment of the 
western country, by means of pensions and the grant 
of commercial privileges, as the most proper means, 
in the power of Spain, to arrest the imp^iding dan- 
ger. To effect this, was not, in his opinion, Tery 
difficult The attempt was therefore stroi^ly recom- 
mended, as success would greatly augment the power 
of Spain, and forever arrest the progress of the United 
States to the west 

The euggestipn was well received at Madrid, and 
became the ground work of the policy which therc- 
ayfter actuated the court of Spain. 
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It would not have been difficult fpr the king of 
Spain, at this period, to have found, in Kentucky, 
eitizensof the United States ready to come into his 
views. The people of that district met, this year, in a 
second convention, and agreed on a petition to congress 
for the redress of their grievances — the principal of 
which was,theocclusioiiof the Mississippi. Underthe 
apprehension diat the interference of congress could 
not be obtained, or might be fruitless, several expedi- 
ents were talked of, no one of which was generally 
s^proved ; the people being divided into no less than 
five parties, all of which had different, if not opposite, 
viewa 

The first was for independence of the United 
States, and the formation of a new republic, uncon- 
nected with them, who was to enter into a treaty 
vnth Spain. 

Another party was willing that the country should 
become a part of the province of Louisiana, and sub- 
mit to the admission of the laws of Spain. 

A third desired a war with Spain, and the seizure 
of New-Orleans. 

A fourth plan was to prevail on congress, by a show 
of preparation for war, to extort from the cabinet o£ 
Madrid, what it persisted in refusing. 

The last, as unnatural as the second, was to soli-' 
cit France to procure a retrocession of Louisiana, 
and extend her protection to Kentucky. 

It was in the western part of the United States, 
that the inefficacy of the power vested in congress 
was mpstcomplained o£ With a view of remedying 
this evil, a convention of deputies from all the states, 
except that of Rhode Island, met at Philadelphia; 
and, on the seventeenth of September, submitted td 
their fellow citizens a plan of government for their 
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adoption, calculated to effect a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the gener-il welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty to them and their 
posterity. 

The choice of the cabildo, for ordinary alcades, 
fbr the years 1789 and 1790, fell on Ortega and Al- 
monaster. 

Don Andrew Almonaster succeeded Reggio as 
perpetual regidor and alferez real. 

According to the king^s order obtained by Forstall, 
Don Carlos de la Chaise took his seat in the cabildo, 
as lieutenant of the former. 

Charles the third had died on the 14th of Decem* 
ber last, in the seventy-second year of his age, and 
was succeeded by his son, Charles the fourth. Fune* 
ral rites were performed, in honour of the departed 
monarch, on the seventh of May^ with as much pomp 
and solemnity as the smallness of the chapel of the 
hospital could admit o£ This cha pel, and that of the 
nuns, were the only places of worship which the con- 
flagration had spared. On the next day, the new 
sovereign was proclaimed, under repeated dischar- 
ges of artillery from the forts and shipping, and the 
acclamations of the colonists. At night, the city was 
brilliantly illuminated,and theatrical exhibitions were 
presented to the people. 

Wilkinson visited New-Orleans for the second 
lima Miro informed him he was instructed to per- 
mit the migration of settlers from the western coun- 
try; but he was without information of his sovereign's 
will as to the grant of land for colonization, on the 
large scale proposed, or the introduction of tobacco 
into the viceroyalty of Mexico. 
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. Accordingly, the colonial government granted se» 
vera! tracts of land to such settlers from the western 
part of the United States as presented themselves. 
They were favoured with an exemption from duty, 
as to all the property they brought, invested in the 
produce of their country. Under the denomination 
of settlers, all those who had an acquaintance with 
any person of influence in New-Orleans, obtained 
passports, and made shipments, which were admit- 
ted free from duty. Pretending to return in order 
to bring their families, they repeated the speculation 
several times. Others came with slaves and stock, 
and returned. A few only remained, and they were 
those who availed themselves the least of the im* 
munities offered by the Spanish government. They 
had a few slaves and cattle, and but little of other 
property. They settled chiefly in the districts of 
Natchez and Feliciana, where they increased the cul- 
ture of tobacco, which was the only article of expor- 
tation raised in this part of the province. The en- 
couragement thus given to migration and speculation, 
opened a market for the produce of the Ohio. Flour 
was brought down from Pittsburgh ; and the farmers, 
finding a vent for every thing they could raise, their 
land rose in value, apd industry was encouraged. 
Flour was then to be had on the Monongahela, at 
fromeighteen to twenty shillingsthe barrel, ($2 40 to 
2 66.) Its quality was so inferior, that it was used in 
times of scarcity only, or in making biscuit 

A number of Irish families were desirous of re- 
moving to Louisiana or the Floridas, in the hope that 
the king of Spain would afford them the same aid as 
had been extended to emigrants from the Canary 
islands and Malaga a few years before ; but on their 
application, the captain-general was informed from 
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Madrid, that no settlers could be adimtted in either 
of those provinces, whose passage out, or whose 
maintainance for a Untited time, would have to be 
paid out of the royal treasury; and those foreigners, 
only, could be received, who, of their own will, should 
present themselves and swear allegiance to the king. 
To such, land might be granted, and surveyed gra* 
tuitously, in proportion to the number of persons in 
each fomiiy : they were not to be molested <m account 
of their religion, but no other mode of public wor« 
ship was to be allowed than the Catholic: they were 
not to be required to bear arms, but in the defence 
of the province, should an enemy invade it. No other 
aid or assistance was to be given them, but land, pro* 
tection, and good treatment They rai^t bring with 
them pn^rty of any kind; but, in case of exporting 
it, they were to pay a duty of six pw cent 

Few or no settlers emigrated from Ireland. 

Don Louis de las Casas, a brigadier-general of die 
royal armies, was appointed captain^eneral of the 
island of Cuba, and of the provinces of Ekistand 
West Florida. 

The bishoprick of Cuba, of which the provinces <rf 
Louisiana, East and West Florida made a part, was 
divided. The southern part of the island was erect- 
ed into the archbishoprick of Cuba, and the northern 
into the bishoprick of Havana, of which these provin- 
ces now made a part. Don Santiago Joseph de Tres 
Palacios was the first incumbent of the bishoprick. 

The peopled* the several states having adopted 
the constitution proposed by the late convention, the 
new government went into operation on the fourth of 
March of this year, under the auspices of general 
Washington, the first president of the United States. 
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The high ground taken by ihe British govemmetit 
wi d^ attack of the aAttlements at Nootka Sound, and 
the vigour with which it armed t6 support its preten* 
9ioos, fumidied strong ground for the beUef that a 
war would soon be commenced. In the United 
States, the juncture was considered as a fiivourable 
one, for urging their claim to the navigation of the 
Mississippi; and their charge des affaires at Madrid 
was instructed not only to press this point with ear<- 
fiestness, but to secure the unmolested use of that 
riv^ in future, by obtaining a cession of the island 
gn which New-Orleans stands, and the Floridas. 

The federal government was not yet ready to pur* 
chase this cession, for several millions of dollars, as it 
did afterwards. They expected that, in the security 
<tfthe friendship of the United States, and the security 
which would be given to the dominions of Spain on 
the west of the Mississippi, she would find a &ir 
equivalent tor the cession ; as not only the United 
Sates would have no object in erossii^the stream^ 
but their real interest would require that Spain 
should retain the immense possessions she claimed ta 
the west 

Carmichael, the charge des affaires of the United 
States at Madrid, was further directed to draw the 
attention of the Catholic king's ministers to the peou^ 
liar situation of these states, to one half of which the 
use of the Mississippi was so necessary, tliat no efibrt 
could prevent them from acquiring it. He was in- 
structed to urge, that their doing so, by acting sepa- 
rately, or in conjunction with Great Britain, was 
one of those events which human wisdom would in 
vain attempt to prevent. To the serious considera- 
tion of the Spanish government, were submitted the 
consequences that would result to all the Spanish pos' 
' VOL. u. 14 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lOB CHAPTER [1790 

sessions in America, from hostilities wi A Great Bri- 
tain, or the seizure of New-Orieans by the United 
States. 

The opinion that, in the event of a wari)etween 
Great Britain and Spain, Louisiana would be inva- 
ded from Canada, was not a mere suggestion for aid- 
ing the negotiations at Madrid ; it was seriously eon- 
lerapiated by the American government; and the 
attention -of the executive was turned to the measures 
which would be proper to pursue, should application 
be made for permission to march a body of troops 
through the unsettled territory of the United States, 
into the -dommioiis of Spain, or if such an at- 
tempt should be made without permission. 

The western people continued loudly and justly to 
complain of the inattention of congress to the hostile 
lemper of the Indians, to which an unusual d^ree of 
importance was given, by the apprehension that it was 
fomented by the imrigues both of Great Britain and 
Spain. Froni Canada, the northern Indians were 
understood to be supplied with the means of prose- 
cuting- a war, which they had been stimulated to con- 
tinue; and to the influence of the governor of East 
Florida, and perhaps to that of Louisiana, had been 
partly attributed the late failure of a negotiation with 
the Creeks. 

To conciliate the latter Indians, colonel Willet, a 
distinguished officer of the late revolution, was sent 
among them. He acquitted himself so well of the 
duties assigned to him, that the chiefs of that nation, 
with M'Gillivrey at their head, repaired to N«w- 
York, where negotiations were immediately begun, 
and terminated by a treaty of peace on thesevenfiiof 
August. 

On the first information^ at St Augustine, diat 
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M'Gillivrey was about to proceed to New- York, the 
intelligence was immediately conveyed to Las Casas^ 
the captain-general at Havana, and the secretary of 
the government of East Florida was sent at the 
tsame time with a large sum of money, as it was said, 
ta purchase flour; but his real object was believed to 
be, to embarrass the negotiations with the Creeks* 
He vras closely watched, and measures were taken 
to render any attempt, he might make, abortive. 

The overtures the American government made 
to the Indians on the Wabash and the Miamis, were 
not so successful. The western frontiers of the mid- 
dle states were still exposed to the destructive inva- 
sion of the savages, and there was reason to believe 
that the inhabitants could only be released from the 
terrors of the tomahawk and scalping knife, by the 
vigorous exertion of military force; and . general 
Hammer was directed by the president of the Unit- 
ed States to march against the Indians, bring ihem^ 
if possible, to an engagement, but in any event, to des- 
troy their setdements on the Wabash and Scioto. 

With three hundred and fifty regulars, and a body 
of militia of eleven hundred men from the state of 
Virginia and the district of Kentucky, he received a 
check early in October; but finally succeeded in re- 
ducing to ashes the villages of the enemy on the 
Scioto, and destroying their winter provisions.^ He 
retreated, Vithout effecting any thing on the Wabash, 
and the Indians were again successful in a second 
attack. The supineness of congress, who neglected, 
notwithstanding the recommendation of the president 
to raise a force sufficient to the protection of the wes- 
tern people, increased their diseontentsk 

Congress^ this year,, accepted a cession made to the 
United States, by North Carolina, of all her lands on 
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the western side of the mountains; and a distinct 
government was established for the people who 
dwelt to the south-west of the Ohio. It was called 
the South-western Territory, and William BtouiM; 
was governor of it, until the erection of the state of 
Tennessee. 

Morales and Marigny de Mandeville were chosm 
ordinary alcades for the year 1791. 

Don Nicholas Maria Vidal succeeded Post^o, as 
auditor of war and assessor of government 

Congress now added a new regiment to th^ 
military establishment, and aathorised the president 
to raise a body of two thousand men for six months. 
The president placed this force under major-general 
St. Clair, governor of the North-western Territory, 
who had served with distinction in the army of tli^ 
revolution, and had filled the chair of congress. 

In the summer and fall, two expeditions were con- 
ducted against the villages on the Wabash, in which, 
with a very small loss, a few of the Indian warriors 
were killed, some of their old men, women and chil- 
dren made prisoners, and several of their towns, with 
extensive fields, were destroyed. The first was led 
by general Scott, in May, and the second by genera] 
Wilkinson, in September. ^ 

The major-general was more unfortunate. His 
small army, consisting of about fourteen hundred ef^ 
fective rank and file, was routed by the Indians on 
the third of November. His defeat was complete. 
Six hundred and thirty-one were killed or missing, 
and two hundred and sixty-seven wounded. Among 
the killed was the brave and much lamented general 
Butler. This happened about fifty miles fit>m the 
]^(Qi villages. 
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The p60[Je of Kentucky complained thai congress 
were too sparing in furnishing means for their protec- 
tion. They were clamorously calling for admisskm 
into the Union as a state. Altho' M iro fiivoured them 
with an intercourse with Louisiana^ m which they 
found a vem for their produce, they were dissatia- 
fied with the terms under which ifaey were permitted 
to enjoy the navigation of the Mississippi 

Jn the night of the twenty^third of Augugt^a pre* 
concerted insurrection took place throughout the 
French part of the island of Hispantola, and an im« 
mense portion of its white inhabitants were mas- 
sacred. Those who were so fortunate as to make 
their escape, sought a refuge in the islands of Cuba 
and Jamaica, or the United States, and a few came 
to Louisiana. Among- these, was a company of 
comedians from Cape Francois; and the city of 
New-Orleans now enjoyed, for the first time, the ad- 
vantage of regular dramatic exhibitions. Some of 
the other refugees, availing themselves of the wants 
of the province, opened academies for the instruction 
of you th. Hitherto, the only means of education were 
confined to a school in which a Spanish priest, aided 
by two ushers, taught the elements of the Spanish 
language, and the convent of the Ursuline nuns. 

Miro sailed for the peninsula, where he was em* 
ployed in the army, and obtainedthe rank of mariscal 
de camp. He earned with him the good wishes 
and the regrets of the colonists. Altho' not a man 
of superior talents, he governed the province in a 
manner that accorded with the views of his sovereign 
and of the colonists. He showed every possible in- 
dulgence to a commerce with the United States^ 
Since the conflagration, vessels came freely from 
Philadelphia, and some other ports of the Unions 
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and the people of Tennessee afterwards manifested 
their gratitude towards him, by giving his name to 
one of their judicial districts. 

On the fourth of March, the state of Vermont was 
admitted into the confederacy of the United States, as 
its fourteenth member. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

The Baron de Carondeletv—Bando de buen gobi* 
erno. — Regulatiotis as to slates. — Gen^ Wayne.-^ 
Guinea. trade-^LouisXVl — War against France 
^^Fortifications — Militia — New commercial re^^ 
gtdations. — Don Francisco de Rendon. — Bisk* 
oprick of Louisiana — Bon Louis de Penalvert 
---Oew^'5 meditated expedition against Louisi* 
ana. — The Floridas. — Moniteur de la Louisiana 
'-^Canal Carondelet — Manufacture of sugar 
resumed. — ConfljOgration — Negro plot at Pointe 
CoupSe. — Police regulations — Extensive grants 
— The Marquis de Maisonrouge. — Gayosoe 
sent to confer with Kentucky patriots. — Treaty 
of Lorenzo. 

Don Francisco Louis Hector, Baron de Caronde* 
let, colonel of the royal armies, was pronnoted from 
the govemnient of San Salvador, in the province of 
Guatimala, to the rank of governor and intendantof 
the provinces of Louisiana and VVestFlorida,and en- 
tered onHhe duties of these offices on the first of Janu- 
ary, 1792. 

The ordinary alcades, for this year, were Marigny 
de Mandeville and de la Pena. 

Don Nicholas Maria Vidal, the auditor of war, re- 
ceived a commission of lieutenant-governor. 

The Baron's hando de huen gobierno was pub- 
lished on the twenty-second of January. Among 
the new regulations it introduced, it provided for the 
division of the city of New-Orleans into four wi\rds« 
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in each of which, an alcade de barrio^ or commissar 
ry of police, was to be appointed. In order to pro- 
cure to government a knowledge of all the inhabi-* 
tants, and every stranger among them or in the city, 
it was made the duty of all persons renting houses or 
apartments, to give the names of their new tenants 
to the alcade of the disHirict, on the first day of their 
occupation^ or, at farthest, on the succeeding one. 
The alcades de barrio were directed to take charge of 
fire engines and th^r implements, and to command 
the fire and axe men companies^ in case of confla- 
gration. 71iey were also empowered to preserve the 
peace, and to take cognizance of small debts. 

In or^ of his first communications to the cabildo, 
the Baron recommettded to them to make provision 
ft)r lighting the city and employing watciimen. The 
revenue of the corporation did not amount, at this 
period, to seven thousand dollars. To meet the 
charges for the purchase of lamps and oil, and the 
wages of watchmen, a tax of one dollar and twelve 
and ahalf cente was laid on every cMmney* 

In a letter to the minister, die Baron, this year, 
mentioned that the population of New-Orleans was 
under six thousand. 

Having received instructions fi'om the king to at- 
tend to the humane treatment of slaves in the pro« 
vince,he issued his proclamation on the eleventh of 
July, estaUishing the fdlowing regulations: 

1. That each slave should receive monthly, fi>r 
bislbod, one barrel of corn, at least 

2. That every Sunday should be exclusively his 
own, without his being compelled to work for his mas- 
ter, ex<^pt in urgent cases, when he must be paid or 
indemnified. 

3. That, on other days, they should not b^n to 
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work before day-break, nor be <:ontinued after darie 
Oae half hour to be allowed at breakfast, and' two 
hours at dinner. 

4. Two brown shirts, d woolen coat and panta- 
kH)ns, and a peiir of linen pantaloons and two hand- 
kerchiefs, to be allowed, yearly, to each male slave, 
and suital>Ie dre{?ses to fern lie. 

5. None to be punished with more than thirty 
lashes, within twenly-four hours. 

6. Delinquents to be fined in the sum of onehun* 
dred dollars, and in grave cases, the slave may be or- 
dered to be sold to another. 

At the solicitation of the cabildo, the Baron issued 
a proclamation prohibiting the introduction of negroes 
from the French and British islands, the province 
being, by such importation, drained of its specie, an4 
apprehension being entertained of an insurrection. 

In the month of June, the people of Kentucky 
were admitted into the Union, as a state. 

A settlement of the difficulties relating to Nootka 
Sound having taken place, without a rupture betweein 
Great Britain and Spain, the latter pp\ver had ex-^ 
pressed a wish for an adjustment of thci matters in 
controversy between . it and the United States, by a 
negotiation to be curried on at Madrid. Carmichael 
amd Short were chosen by the president as commis- 
flioners for tliat puroosa In the meanwhile, the offi- 
' cers of that monarcny persisted in measures calcula- 
ted to embroil the United States in a war with the 
southern Irjdians. By^thcir intriguer, tlioy smcco; ti- 
ed in preventing the ratifif^aiion of the treaty entered 
into, in 1790, with M'Gillivrey ; and the line agreed 
on as the boundary, was not permitted to be ran, 
The indefinite claim to territory, set up by Spain, 

voT..n. , 15 , 
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was tsnid to constitute a sufllcieitt o^ectkm to any 
line of demarcation, until it was settled ; and the pre- 
vious treaties and relations of Spain with the Creeks 
Were declared to be violated by the a<^owled^ment 
of their being under the protection of the United 
States. 

General St Clair havii^ resigned the command of 
the western army, it was committed to general 
/ Wayne, and the greatest exertions were made to 
complete its ran]^; but so small were the induce- 
ments to enter into the service, that the highest gradeg 
below the first, were tendered in vain the money. 
The recruiting- service went on so slowly,, that no 
hope wasentertainedof any decisive expedition Uiis 
year; and it was thought expedient to negotiate a 
peaca This attempt proved very unfortnnate,at least 
for those who were engaged in it Colonel Hardin 
and m£yorTrueman,havingbeen despatched several* 
ly with proposition of peace, were both murdered bt 
^e Indians, 

Serano and Daunoy were the ordinary alcades for 
the years 1793 and 1794, 

The king expressed to the Baron his approbation 
of the prohibition of the importation of slaves from 
die British and French West India islands; but de- 
clared his wishito have their importation from Guinea, 
by his subjects, encouraged and promoted ; and, for 
ibis purpose, he issued a royal schedule oh the fi^t of 
January. 

After stating that Spain was one of the first nations^ 
the ships of which visited Afi-ica in seareh of negroes, 
and his beli^ that great advantages would result to 
his subjects if they were to resume that trade, the 
l:ing declares that every Spaniard may send vessehi 
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' to the coast of Africa for n^roes from any part of hm 
dominions in Europe orihe Indies, provided the 
master and one half of the crew be Spaniards; and 
all merchandise, purchased expressly for that trade^ 
shall be exempted from duty, as well as every for- 
eign vessel expressly purchased for the purpose of 
being employed therein. 

Vessels continued to trade between Philadelphia 
and New-Orleans since the conflagration of 1788. 
Miro, in the latter, years of his administration, and 
the fikiron, from the comq[iencement of his, connived 
at this violation of the positive instructions of 
the minister of finance in Europe^ but on the repre- 
sentation of the governors of the utility of the measure, , 
it was approved by the king. From this period, a 
number of merchants in Philadelphia established 
commercial houses at New^Orleans. - 

All trade is absolutely forbidden in the ^^dlonies of 
Spain, by the letter of the commercial law,, to any but 
natural subjects or naturalised persons residing there.. 
The extreme rigour of this provision had, however, iu 

I some degree, defeated it^ as the very existence of 
several colonies depended upon its relaxation, which, 
iii New-Orleans, began to takeplace in the latter part 
of the adcmgistration of Miro, after the conflagration, ^ 
and was continued by the Baron, whoextendcfd it in 
-fevour of foreign merchants residing in the province, 
altho'* not naturalised. After this, the officers of the 
custom house contented themselves with die simple 
declaration or an jndividuaT, generally the consignee, 
that he was owner of the vessel. No oath was ad- 
ministered; the production of no document was re-r 
quired. The declaration was even accepted from an 

' individual who did not reside in the province, on his,- 
asserting that he meant to do iso^ or on his producing 
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a license to impori goods. No one was thereby de* 
ceived, but the custom-house officers were furiished 
with a rretext for registering a vessel as a Spanish 
bottom, and thus to preserve an appearance of a com- 
' pHance with the law. So li(tle attention was paid to 
tl|js,that at times the governor and intendant certified 
thata vessel was American property, whHe she ap- 
peared on the custom-house books as a Spanish ves* 
sel. 

Louis the sixteenth died on the scafibtd,on the 
.^Ist of January, 1793, and the popular party being^ 
now predominant in France, the Cathohc king de- 
clared war against the new republic. 

The syirtpathi.es and partiality of the people of Lou- 
isiana now began to manifest'' tbeinselves strongly in 
favour of the French patriots, principally in New- 
Orleans. . The situation of the 'Barori was rendered 
extremely deficate, by the circunistance of his being 
a native of France, and obliged by the duties of his 
station, if not urged by inclination, to restrain ex* 
cesses against a monarchical government. He pre- 
pared,4ind promoted the subscription of^ a paper, in 
which the^colonists gave assurances of their loyalty 
to, and affection for the Catholic king^ and bound 
themselves to support his government iti E^uisiana, 
He put a stop to a practice, which had of late been 
introduced, of entertaining the laudience at the thea- 
tre, with the exhibition of certain martial dances to 
revolutionary airs. He caused six individuals, who 
had manifested their approbation of the new French 
principles, and evinced a desire to see them acted 
upon in Louisiana, to be arrested and confined in 
^he fort. At the iritercession of several respectable 
inhabitants of New-Orleans, he promised to liberator 
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^tfaem; but believing afiervv^rds that he had discover- 
ed new causes of alarm, which rendered a decisive 
ftep necessary, he shipped them for Havana, where 
they were detained during a twelve month. 

The fortificationjs, with which the French had sur- 
rounded the city, being a heap of nuns, he caused 
new ones to be erected, A fort was built immedi- 
ately abpve, and another immediately' below tlie city, 
upon the rhver,and a strong redoubt oh the back part 
towards the middle of the city, and one other at each 
of the angles. They were connected by deep ditchea 
There was a battery in the middle of each 'flaiik of 
die city^.which were also surrounded by strong pali^ 
sades. - 

The two batteries built by the French at the Eng- 
lish Turn were abandoned, and the fort ofStPhiMp 
erected on Plaquemines, with a spijiill' one on the 
opposite bank of the river. , 

He had the militia tramed, and- enforced the laws 
relative to it. 

According to a statement which he sent to Madrid 
this year, it appeared there were between five and 
six thousand men enrolled, and he was of opinion 
that the colonial government cp^ld, at any time, bring 
three thousand men, within three weeks,i.toaay given 
point in the province. 

There were four companies, of one hundred men 
eacf), between the Balize and the city. 

Ip New-Orleans, ther^ were five compani^ of vol- 
unteers, (jne of artillery and two of riflemen; each of 
one hundred men. 

The Region of the Mississippi, consisting of thB mi- 
litia of Baton Rouge, Gal vezioii, Pointe Coupe(e,Fe- 
liciana, Atakapas, and Opolou^as, had two co^ij^anies 
of grenadiers, ten ot fusiliers,, and four of dragoons. 
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At Avoyelles a company of inflliitry, at Washita 
one of cavalry ; at the Illinois, two of each. 

A regiment of thcf German and Acadian coasts, of 
mie thousand men. 

. At Mobile, a company of infantry and one of ca* 
talty. 

The attention of the colonists v^^as, however, drawU 
to matters more immediately interesting to them, by 
the publication of a roy^cl schedule of the month of 
February, extending great commercial advantages to 
tibem. 

In the preamble of this document, the king declares 
fats impression of the impossibility of the merchants 
of P(ew-Orleans I'ontinuihg their expeditions to the 
ports of France designated in tlfe schedule of the 
twenty-second of January, 1782, and the consequent 
necessity of some provision for the exportation of the 
produce of the pTovinces^of Loilisiana, East and West^ 
Florida^ and for' enabling the inhabitantii to import 
the merchandise th^y stood in need of With the 
Tiew of encouraging the national commerce, and th^t 
of these provinces, the period of ten years, mentioned-- 
in said schedule, is provisionally prolonged, until 
regulations suitable to -these provinces and the gene- 
ral system of commefce in the other colonies of Span- 
ish America may be made: 

Permission is given to thejjnhabitants of these co- 
lonies to carry on commerce freely, in Europe and 
Atneriea, with all the nations^ with which Spain had 
treaties of commerce, frbih the ports of New-Orleans^ 
Pensacola, and St. Augustine, to any ports of said 
nations, (the vessels of which may there be also re- 
ceived) under the condition Of stopping, in going and 
retorniBg, in the port ofConcurbion, in Galicia,or ttiat 
of Alicante, to take a passports 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



. ms] THE SEVENTH. JL19 

fi. The merdiai^ise, produce and eflfeete, trans- 
ported, in this foreign commerce, shall be charg^ 
i^ith a ^oty of importation of fifteeH per cent, and 
one ofexporiation of six; but die exportation of slaves 
was to continue exempt froia duty. The exporta- 
tion of specie, for any purpose whatever, to c^ntinOe 
prohibited. 

3. The commerce l>etween tfie p^wnsula and 
these provinces is likewise to be free; and the -king 
declares he* will view, with particular benevolence, 
those who may in any manner encourage it. 

4. Spanisb subjects are permitted-to trade to tbe 
provinces, from any port jof die peninsula^ to which, 
the commerce of the Indies is permitted, in ve^ete 
exclusively Spanish, providing themselves with regu- 
lar document ^ 

5. Permission is given to fmport- into^the por^ of 
die peninsuIa,^ all Idnds of foreign goads, ware& and 
merch^iMise destined for^ny of these provinces, al-' 
though their introduction Im prohibited for all other 
purposes^ Likewise tobaceo, or any other article of 
produce of these provinces, and the importfttfon of 
which is forbidden to individuals, rrt?iy b^ brought in, 
provided it be afterwards exported to a foreign port- 

6. Such prohibited prodiace, the importation of 
which is only alloyved to facilitate r^rns from these 
provinces, shall be deposited^ on landiiig^in the wafe* 
hiSuses of the custom-jiotise, from which it shall be 
drawn only ta be eari^iedx^o^ board of the vessels in 
which the importatjcm i^ to bo imbde. 

7. The ipaportation of rice fronrf foreign countries 
into Spain is prohibited; and the king declares he 
will likejyise prohibit that of any o^ber.article of pro- 
duce, wiiich these proviooeslmay sii|^)iy, in suffioent 
€(uantity for counsumption^ - -^r 
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8. Goodd exported from any of the allowed ports 
•of the peninsula, for the eoHimeroe of thenrovinces, » 
to be exempt from dirty, and/that whiclf may have 
been ^aid on their exportbtion^hall be returned. 

9. Foreign merchandise, coming from any of the 
altowed ports of the peninsuki, on its importation in 
any of these provinces^ in foreign bottoms, shall pay 
a duty of three per cent; but that imported in national 
vessels shall not pay any 

JhO. MercMfidise or specie, expor^fd from' these 
provinces to any of the allowed ports oif die peninsufo, 
shaH be free from duty, 

1 1 . The cxportatioo toibreign ports of the produce 
^f these provinces, brought fo any of the allowed 
ports of the p^niosula, shaM be free from duty. . 

12. The exemptions from duty then .granted, in- 
chidethatof a& locaf or munictpalones, which, by 
custom or otherwise, m«ty be clakned. 

13. Inx>rder to enjoy the exemptions hereby grant- 
€id, every vessel nrast be^ provided with a manifest of 
her cargo,dtstinguishing' national from foreign gpods^ 
certified at tl^ custom-fa^use of thepla<5^0f her depar- 
ture«:and give bdnd wttkseeuri^ to present it at the 
plac^ of destination, and bring* a certificate of the 
landing of the good»; and every vessel, on her re- 
tur;i, shall be provided with a minifest and certifi- 
cate, riiatthe whole (rf^hercai^ois of the produce of 
tfie country. • ^ 

' 14 Spanish vessels/ bound 'from the peninsula to 
Louisianaf or either ol* the Floridas, which may ^ie- 
sire to return with the produce of the country, direct- 
ly, to any port of Europe, may do so on paying a 
duty of three per cent, ^m the produce 4hus ex- 
ported. ,. • * 

15. But this advantage is not^o be enjoyed by ves* 
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gels engaged in a direct trade between a foreign poR 
and these provinces. 

16. Vessels of the king^s subjects, sailing from 
New-Orleans, Pensacola, or St. Augustine, are to 
have a minifest of their cargo, to be presented io his 
consul, and on their return they are to bring another, 
subscribed by hin^ to be presented at the custom* 
house; and those proceeding directly from Spain to' 
these provinces, are to bring, on theift^retum, besides 
the manifest of the inward cargo, a certificate of the 
landing* of the outward, in order to have their bonds 
cancelled. 

17, The ports ofBilbao and SanSebastian, which, 
being in exempt provinces^ are reput^ foreign, 
may, as such, trade to these colonies, according to 
ibe faculty herein granted^ P^y^^g ^he duties imposed 
thereon ; out, in consideration of the importance of 
enlarging and extending the maritime relations be* 
tween the mother country and these colonies, vessels 
from these two ports shall enjoy the favours of exeipp- 
lions granted to the allowed ports of the pe/Iinsula, 
with the sole difference that the vessels from Bilbao 
and San Sebastian shall be bound to touch at San 
Ander to take a passport, before they proceed on 
dieir voyages. 

18L Vessels from the allowed ports, and from Bil- 
boa and San Sebastian, trading to New-Orleans, 
Pensacola, and St. Augustine, are prohibited 
from entering any other port of the Idng^s dominions 
in America. 

19. Exportations from New-Orleans, Pensaci>la, 
M St. Augustine, for any. other port g£ these domin* 
ions, are prohibited, except in cases of the most ur- 
gent necessity, to be certified by the governor, who 
will give licenses therefor. But then nothing cm 
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be exported except articles of the produce of these 
provinces.^ 

20. The king remits to his subjects all duties here- 
tofore payable on vessels expressly purchased for this 
trade. 

21. The governor and intendant are directed to 
make a new tariff, to be>6ubmitteif to the king. 

On the representation of the Baron, the office of 
intendant wa^ separated firom that ofgovernoi^ and 
Don Francisco de Rendon, who had beea employed 
as secretary of l^ation from Spain in the tJnited 
States, having been invested with the former, came 
to New-Orleaps in the begining of the year 1794. 

The pope divided the bishoprick of Havana ; and 
the provinces of Louisiana, East and West Florida, 
were erected into a distinct one. J>on Louis de Pe- 
tialvert, provisor and vicar-general of the bishop of 
Havana, was called to the new see, and established 
his cathedral in New-Orleans. 

Two canons were added to the clergy of the pro- 
vince. 

Genet, the minister of the French republic in Phi- 
ladelphia, had planned two expeditions from the 
western part of the United States, against ihe domin- 
ions of Spain on the Mississippi and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Several citizens of the United States had 
accepted commissions from him. Many of these 
had been seduced by him in Charleston, where he 
had landed, in Philadelphia, and in the states of 
North Carohna, Virginia and Maryland. Otliers 
(and their number was not small) had yielded their 
aid to his agents in Kentucky and Tennessee, under 
the belief that the intejrests of the western people 
would be promoted by the success of the enterprise; 
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imagining that the French once in possession of New- 
Orleans, the American government would find it 
easy to obtain the free navigation of the Mississippi. 
The idea of a separation of the western people from 
their brothers^n the Atlantic, and an an alHance or 
union with the French of Louisiana, was still foster- 
ed by many. With these views, soldiers were se- 
cretly recruited for the enterprise^ Augu^tedela 
Chaise, a ereole of Louisiana, (grand-son of ihe for- 
mer commissary ordonnateur) had been sent to Ken- 
tucky to superintend the recruiting service there, and 
Was to be one of the leaders of the expedition against 
die Spanish territory on the M issississippi. Anottier 
individual, of the name of Clarke, was on asimilar 
errand in the back counties of GeQr^:ia, from which 
state and the neighbouring one, another expedition 
was to bedirected against East Florida. The aid of 
a considerable body of Indians, raised among the- 
Creeks and Cherokees, had been obtained. • 

The Baron had early information of the danger 
that threatened the province under his care, from the 
Spanish minister at Philadelphia, and took^early 
measures to avert it. He completed the fortificatiotis 
ofNew-Orleans, and visited niostof the parishes to 
animate the people,*and put the militia in a situation 
(rf being useful. His care did not stop here. He des- 
patched Thomas Power, an intelligent Englishman, 
to Kentucky, who^ under the pretence of being ^- 
gaged in collecting materials for a natural history of 
the western partof theUnitedStat^,W9Stopreparethe 
way for the execu lion of the plan proposed by Navar- 
ro, seven years before, by €onversing with the most 
influential individuals among those who were dispos*- 
ed to promote a separation from the Atldntic states, 
9nd an aliianpe or connection with Spain, and givii% 
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them assurances of the cheeHkl concurrence of the 
colonialfgovernment of Louisiana, and its readiness 
to supply them with arms, ammuniUon and money. 

This year, Le Moniieur de la Lamsiane^ the only 
periodical paper published in the provtkice during its 
subjection to Spain, made its first appearance. 

The Baron did not suflkr the care he took for the 
protection of the- province to direct his attention from 
^eimprovementof the city. On the ninth of May, 
he gave notice of his intention to dig a canal, which^ 
carrying4>fi'the water of the city and its environs into 
one of the branches of thevbayou St. John, would rid 
New*Orleans oAhe stagnating ponds,* whii^h render- 
ed it sickly, and the multitude of musqqitoes, which 
harassed the inhabitants. 

He mentioned, that the expenses of the war allow 
ing no hope of obtaining the assistance of the king fer 
digging a considerable canal of navigation, he had 
ai^ed from his majesty only the Isdxmr of the negro* 
convicts, which, with diat of a few hands that might 
be furnished by able and zealous individuals, might 
afford a canal ftir conveying off the water, and in suc- 
cessive years it misht be deepened, so as to become 
a convenient canal, navigable . for schooners, fitcili- 
tating the intercourse between the opposite side of 
the lakes, MoUl^ and Pensacola, with New-Orleans. 

In announcing the kin^^s asse/it to this proposition, 
th| Baron declared h»3 mtention of requesting from 
the inhabitants of the city, in die month of June fol- 
lowing, such apumber of negroes as they might spare, 
to clear the ground through which the canal was to 
pass^and expressed his bdi^ that, this being done, 
Hhe convicts might complete the work. 

A passage, eight feet in breadth, was to be left on 
each side, for horses drawing flat boats, and in time, 
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schooners. A wtde levee, £>r foot travetlerg, was to 
tifibrd an agreeable promenade, under a double row 
oftree^ 

About sixty negroes were sent^and the canal was 
begun with a depth of six feet only. It turned 
around the large trees which obstructed its way. 

Indigo had hitherto been the* principal object of 
the attention of planters on the banks of tha Missis- 
8i{^i; but during several years, its success had sadly 
disappointed their hopes. At first, the failure of the' 
crops had resulted from the vicissitudes tif the sea- 
sons: of late, an insect attacked the plant and de6- 
.^yed -its leaves. In the years 1793 aiid 1794, its 
ravages were so great that almost every^ plant perish- 
ed, and the fields presented nothing to the eye but 
naked stems. 

Since the year 1766, the manufacture of sugar had 
be^i entirely abandoned in Louisiana. A few in^ 
dividuals had, however, contrived to plant a few 
canes in the neighbourhood of the city: they found a 
vent for them in the market Two Spaniards, Men* 
dezanif <SoKs, had lately made larger plantations. 
One of them boiled the juice of the cane inta syrup, 
and the other had set up a distillery, in which he 
made indifierent taffiia. 

Etienne Bore, a native of the Illinois^ who resi- 
ded about six milea above the city, finding hisibrtune 
considerably reduced by the failure of the indigo 
crops for several successive years, conceived the idea 
of retrieving his losses by the manufacture of sugar. 
The attempt was considered by all as a visional 
one. His wife, (a daughter of Destrehan, the coloni«^ 
al treasurer under the government of France, who 
had been one of the first to attempt, and one pf the 
last to abandon, th^manufaoture of sugar) remember* 
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ing her fatber^s ill succe^ warned him of the risk 
he ran ofadding to, instead of repairing his losst^s, and 
his relations and friends joined their remonstrances to 
hera He; however^ f)ers)sted ; and, having procured 
a quantity of canes from Mendez and Soli», began to 
plant , 

This year, Don Andre Almonaster, a perpetual 
r^dor and alferez real, completed at his own ex- 
pense the erection of a cathedral church in New- 
Orleans, having laid the foundation of it in 1792. He 
had before built and endowed a hospital 

A conflagration reduced a considerable part of the 
ci^ to ashes, and in the- month of August the pn> 
Tince was debated by a hurricane. 

The ordinary alcades, for the year 1795, were De 
Lovio andPontalha. 

The cabildo made a representation to the king, and 
prayed that six more offices of regidor might be cre- 
ated ; the increase of population rendering, in their 
<^inion, this measure necessary. 

They also prayed that the zealous serviced of the 
Baron might be rewarded by the appointment of cap- 
tain-general 

It seems thai the progress of the French revolution- 
ary principles was great in the province, and that the . 
hope that Lachaise would succeed in gathering such 
a force in Kentucky as might enable him, in the lan- 
guage of the day, to *'give freedom to the country of 
Sis birth,'' inflamed the mindsof many; for, on the 
iistt)f June, the Baron issued a proclamation for es- 
tablishing several regulations of police ; in the pre- 
amble of which he complains of "the success with 
which evil-minded, turbulent, and enthusiastic indi» 
viduals, who certainly had nothin^to lose, had spread 
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Mse riimours, calculated to give rise to the most 
complete mistrust between government and the peo- 
ple, whereby the province is threatened with all the 
disasters to which the French colonies have fallen a 
prey;' , , 

After this, the proclamation announced that, ^o re^ 
store order and public tranquility, syndics, chosen 
among the most nota'ble planters, are to be appoint- 
ed, residing within abc^ut nine miles frAn each other, 
to be subordinate to the commainlant, to whom they 
are to give weekly accounts of ever important occur- 
rence. ' 

It is made the duty of every one havihg the knowl- 
edge, even by hear-say, of anjiipfllence or seditious 
expressions^ tending to excite alarm or disturb public 
tranquihty,to give immediate notice to the syndic, 
commandant, or governor. 

Every assemblage, of more than eight persons, 
to consult on pubKc mtftters^ i& absolutely forbid- 
den. 

Every individual tb bound to denounce to the com- 
mandant, atiy syndic, guilty of an offence in making 
useof any seditious expregsiof IS. - - ' 

Every travelfer found without a pasdport is imme- 
diately to be arrested, carried before the syndic, who 
is to examine and send him to the commandant 

Every traveller, possessed of any important event, ^ 
is jSrst to give notice of it to the syndic, who" is to take 
a note of it, and register his name, and afterwards, ac- 
cording to circumstances, permit or forbid the com- 
munication of the event, giving information of it to 
"the commandant. 

Syndics are to direct patrols from time to time. 

The vigilance of the executive of the United States 
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was Aicb, that Lachaise'^s efibits jH^iyecl abortive, and 
the legislature of South Gwolinatookmeairares which 
ended in the arrest of GeneC^s agents in the south, 
and the expeditioa agpdnst East Ftorida &iled. 

The Baron thought the strictest vigilance was re- 
quired iifi the city, and he availed himself of the 
eitcumstance of same noetiirfial depredations, to i^ 
sue a i^rodaAation enfi>rc)ng a severe police, and di- 
recting the shutting of the gates at an early hour. 

The canal behind the city was widened to fifteen 
feet About one hundred and fifty negroes were 
sent by the inhabitants of the city and its neighbour- 
hood,' and all the convict slaves were employed on it 
In the month of October, the Baron, by a pubHcation 
in theMoniteur, brou^t to view the future grandeur 
of New-Oiieans, its increasing commerce, the neces- 
»ty of opening a eomnmnication between the city 
and thesea,dirough the lakes, and announced that 
six days more ofmelabour of the slaves in the citVt 
and withinfifteen miles aboveandbetow, would enable 
the cdcmial goyernment4o complete the canal. 

Another publiciition, on th^ twenty-third of J^o* 
vember, draws the attention of the inhabitants to the 
fticilities they have fimnd in procuring wood thrau^ 
the canal, the marked diminution of mortality mi- 
ring the preceding diree months, and a^, as the last 
assistance vifhich he would require, the labour of the 
slaves for e^t days more. 

A mimber of French royalists had come to New* 
Orleans, and proposed plans fcyr the femoval of a 
number of their counti^men to Louisiana, fimn the 
United States, where they had sought ah asylum, and 
the colonial government was indo^Bd to make seve* 
ral very extensive grants of land. 
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The principal wfia to tfie Marqois de Maisonrouge, 
iknight of SuLouis. He c^ered to bring dpwn thirty 
fiunilies, Who were waiting on the banks of the Ohio, 
and were anxious to form an establishment on those 
of the Washita, to raise wheat and manufacture it in- 
to flour. 

The encouragement given by the colonicd gorem- 
ment was not confined to a grant of land. It cove- 
Bjanted to pay two hundred dollars to every family^ 
composed of at least two white persons, fit for agri- 
culture or the arts necessary in the settlement, as car- 
penters, bfacksmiths, &c. ' Four hundred dollars to 
those having four labourers, and the same proportion 
to those having only an artisan or labourer. They 
were to be assisted widi guides and provisions firom 
New Madrid to Washita. Their baggage and imple- 
ments of agriculture, were to' be transported fi*om 
New Madrid at the king^s expense. Each family, 
consisting of at least two white persons fit for agri- 
culture, was eiltitlj^d to four hundred acres of land, 
wirh a pjt'opQrtionate increase to larger ones. Set- 
tlers were permitted to bring white European ser- 
vants, to be bound to them for six or more years, who, 
at the expiration of their time, were to receive grants 
of land in the same proportion. 

This agreement was, a few months after, approved 
by the king. 

The Baroii, in these plans for colonising the-banks 
of l^be Washita, had not lost sight of his favourite 
one for the separation of the western people fitim the 
tjnion, the idea of which was still entertained by se- 
veral influential individuals in Kentucky, vA^ota 
Powers had visite<l, and who had recommend- 
ed that an officer of rank should be sent bv ihe colo- 
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nial government, to meet part of them at die mouth of 
the Ohio. He made choice, for this purpose, of Don 
Manuel Gayoso rfe Lemos, who commanded at 
Natchez, and who sat t>ff early in the summer. The 
ostensible object of this offieer^s journey was to lead a 
number of soldiers, who were to erect and garrison a 
fort at the Chickasaw bluf&. Having set these men 
at work, Gayoso proceeded to New Madrid, from 
whence^ according to a previous arrangement, he 
despatched Power to Red Banks, for the purpose of 
bringing down Sebastian, Innis, Murray and Nicho- 
las, who had been chosen to hold a conference with 
the officer to be sent by the Baron at the numth of 
the Ohio: Power found Sebastian at ^ the Red 
Banks, nho informed him that some fomily concerns 
prevented Innis from leaving home; that, as the 
courts were now in session, the absence of Nicholas, 
a lawyer in great practice^ would excite suspicion, 
and that Murray had, for some time past, got into such 
a state of habitual intoxication^ that.he was absolute* 
ly incapable of attending to any kind of business^ He 
added, he wasauthoris^ by Innis and Nicholas, to 
treat with Grayoso Jn their names, and accordingly 
proi^ededy in PowerV boat, to the Mississippi^ where 
they found Gayoso. He had employed his people in 
building a small stockade fort, on the right bank of 
the river, opposite the moudi of the Ohio, with the 
view* of having it believed that this fortification was 
the object of his journey. . He proposed to Sebastian 
to come down to New-Orleans and confer with the 
Baron. This was agreed to ; and, after a short stay, 
they proceeded down, Gayoso and Sebastian in the 
former's galley; Power and a Mr. Vander Rogers 
in a king's barga They proceeded to Natchez, where 
they stopped, 
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Whilsl a part of the white popnlat}on evinced 
their anxiety to imitate the French, in a struggle ^for 
freedom, it is not extraordinary that the slaves should 
have been seduced into an attempt to rise, by the re- 
ports of the success of the blacks in Hispaniola An 
insurrection was nianned in the parish of Pointe 
Coupee, sufi insulated one^ in which the number of 
slaves was considerable. The conspiracy was form- 
ed on the plantation of Julien Poydras, a wealthy 
Elanter, who was then absent on a journey to the 
Fnited States: from thence its progress had been ex- 
tended to all parts of the parish. The indiscrimin- 
ate slaughter of every white man was intended. A 
disagreement, as to the day the massacre was to take 

{)Iace, gave rise to a quarrel among the principal 
eaders, which led to a discovery of the plot The 
militia was instantly put under arms; and the Baron, 
on the first information, sent a part of the regular 
force. The slaves attempted a resistance, and twen- 
ty-five of them were killed before those that had been 
selected for trial were arrested and confined. Sera- 
no, the assessor of the iotendancy, went up to assist 
Dupart, the civil commandant, at the trials. Fifty 
were found guilty; others were severely flogged. 
Sixteen of the first were hung in different parts of the 
parish; the nihe remaining wei^ put on board of a 
galley, which floated down to New-Orleans'. On 
her way, one of them was landed near the church of 
each parish along the river, and lefi hanging on a 
tree. This tiihety exercise of severity quieted, for a 
while, tfie apprehensions of the inhabitants, who had 
been considerably alarmed. 

In the meanwhile, Wayne had concluded a treaty 
of peace with the hostile (ndians, on the northwest of 
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ihe Cttmi, on ihe twentieth of August^ and the pleni- 
potentiaries of the United States and Spain had signed 
a treaty at San Lorei^o, on the twenty-seven^ cf 
Ociob^. 

Archivee-^-'Gaxmes^ClarhT^MarMi. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

Treaty between Spain and the United States, — The ' 
Count de Santa Clara. — The Baron de Hals^ 
trop^'^Lighting ofthecUy.^^Power^s mission to 
Kentudkg.-'-^Clark and Lactmise'^S expeditions. 
Roytd audience at Puerto del Principe.-*^iVeto 
regidors. — ElUcoir^Lieutenant M^I^earyj-^The 

• Baron seeks to delay the evacuation of the Spa^ 
nish posts. — Lieutenant Pope. — Power^s second 
misswn: His instrucOons.-^^The Baron rein^ 
forces the garrisons of Fori Patmimre and Wal^ 
nutHUL'-'^^'Commotion at Natchez, — Gayoso re*- 
tire^ into the fort: His proclamation. — txenertd 
meeting of the p^pte.'^iommiKee of safety. — 
Their propositions are approved by Gayoso.'^ 
The Baron accedes to tt^m. — His departure."^ 
State of l^efmes^e.^^ohn Admns. 

By the Spanish treaty, the Boathem boundary of the 
United States, as given by dieir treaty of p^ce with 
Great Britain, \^ as recognised ; and their western, as 
far as relited to the boundary of the territory of Spain» 
^as declaried to be a line, banning at a point in the 
middle of the channel or bed of the Mississippi, on 
tfieir northern boundary, nmniiig along the nnddle of 
said channel, to theahirty^first degree of nol*th lati« 
lude. 

The king agrees that the navtgatioi^of the Missis- 
^ppi, in its whole breadth, from its source to the gulf^ 
shall be free only to his subjects and the colonies of 
the United States, unless, by special convention, he 
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•extends the privilege to &e sulgectg of other po^r- 
ers. 

The parties promise to maintain, by all the means 
in their power, peace and harmony among the several 
nations of Indians inhabiting the country adjacent to 
the southern boundary of the United States ; and the 
bett<Br to attain this object, both parties bind them- 
selves, expressly, to restrain, by force, all hostilities on 
the part of Indian nations living within their, territo- 
ries, and to make no treaty, except a treaty of peace, 
with any Indian nation living Hf^tbin the territory of 
the other. . ' . 

Provision is made for the protection of vessek, for 
cases of embargo and seizure for debtor crime, stress 
of weather, vei^ls captured by pirates, the estates oi 
the deceased, passports, contraband trade, access to 
courts of justice, &c. 

The principle thai free ships make free |^M>d% is 
recognised 

It is provided that the subjects or coloiues of 
either party shall not make war against those <tf the 
other. 

Arrangements are made for running die southern 
boundary line of the United States. 

The king promises to permit citizens of the United 
States, during a period often years, from the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, to deposit dieir merchandise and 
effects in the -port of IV. Origins, and export them free 
from duty, except a fair charge for the use of stores; 
and he engages to extend the permission, if it does 
not, during that period,, appear prejudi'^ial to his in- 
terests; and if he does not continue to permit the de- 
posit there, he will assign to them an equivalent es- 
tablishment on soam other spot of the bankis of the 
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Perez and Lachaise were the ordinary alcades 
for die year 1796. 

Early in January, Gayoso, Sebastian, and Powers 
came to New-Orleans; and early in the spring the 
two, latter sailed for Philadelphia. 

The Count de Santa-Clara succeeded Las Casas 
as captain-general of the island of Cuba, the provin- 
ces of Louisiana and East and West-Florida. 

The alarm into which the late attempt of the 
blacks at Pointe-Coupee threw the colonists, induced 
the eabildo, on the 29th of February, to request the 
Baron to transmit to the king their prayer that the 
introduction of slaves from anv part of the world 
might be prohibited; and they desired the Baron to 
issue his proclamation, provism*ily, to forbid their 
importation. He complied with their wishes. * 

Bora's success, in his first attempt to manufacture 
«ugar, was very ^reat, and he sold his crop for twelve 
thousand dollars. His example induced a number of 
other planters to plant cane. 

By a royal order, given at Aranjuez, on the 20th 
of June, Don Carios de Jaen, a licentiate of Havana, 
was appointed judge of residence of Mira He did 
npt, however, come over for several years. 

Don Francisco de Rendon, having been appointed 
intendant and corregidor of the province of Zaeate- 
cas, sailed from New-Orleans^ and the fiinctions of 
the intendant devolved en Don Juan Benav^itura 
Morales, the contador. 

This year the canal behind the city was ccmiple- 
ted, and a number of schooners went through it to a 
basin that had been dug near the ramparts. The 
cabildo, as a mark-of their gratitude for the adminis- 
trator, to whose care this important improvement was 
due, directed that it should be called ^^the Canal 
" Carondelet," 
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The prcjed of kidttcihgFrenoh royaliste to migrate 
to Louisiana, continued to be a fiivorite one with the 
Baron ; and, with a view of promodng it, rery exten- 
sive grants (^ land were mada « 

The most consideraUe one was that made to the 
Baron de Bastrop. It was of twelve square leagues, 
on the banks of the Washita, The emigrants weref 
intended to be employed in the culture of wheat and 
the manu&cture of flour. The colonial government 
took upon itself the charge of bringing them down 
from New-Madrid, and of providing for their subsis- 
tence during six montha It promised not to luolest 
them on account of their religion ; butdeclared that 
the Roman Catholic was the only one the rites of 
which would be allowed to be performed. 

Another grant was to James Ceran Delassus de 
St Vrain, an officer of the late royal navy of France, 
who had \wt his fortune in the late revolution in his 
own country, and who, having been comnelled tore- 
move to the United States, had rendered himself use- 
ful toSfmin, in assisting the emissaries of the Baron 
in defeating the plans of Genet against the king's do- 
minions on the l\Iissis?;ipni and the gulf This grant 
was of ten thousand square arpents. The grantee 
proposed to exert his industry in discovering and 
working lead mines. The privilege was given him 
m locating his grant in several mines, salines, mill- 
seats, and other places, as might best suit his interest, 
without any obligation, on his part, of making any 
settlemmit thereon, as the execution of bis plan would 
require large disbursements, and cotrld be realised 
only m places remote from the white populalion and 
among the Indians. 
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Julien Dubuc had made a settlement on the 
frontiers of the province, on land purchased from 
the Indians, in the 'midst of whom it was effected, 
and opened and worked several lead mines, which 
he called ** the mines of Spain.'* The Baron now>r 
granted him all thie land from the coast, above the 
Uttle river Maqiieqnito to the banks of the Mosque- 
bemanque, forming about six leagues on the west 
bank of the Mississippi river, by a depth of three 
leagues. 

The Marquis de ]\faison-Rouge having completed 
his establishment on the Washita, the Baron, on the 
twentieth of June, -appropriated conclusively thirty ^ 
thousand superficial acres of land for the Marquis's 
establishment; id being understood that no American 
setder was to be admitted within the grant. 
• The expenses of lighting the ciiy of New-Orleans, 
and the wages of thirteen watehmen, had 6riginally 
been provided for by a tax on chimneys. The des- 
truction of a considerable tiumber of houses by the 
Iftte conflagration,' now rendered this , provision in* 
sufficient, and the Baron proposed to the eabildo 
that iktee hundred toisesiti depth, ofthe land of the 
city beyond the fortifications in its rear, should be 
parcielled out into small tracts, to beJeased out for 
gardens, from which' the marfcet could tie supplied 
with vegitables; and he expressed his belief that by 
die dmining of the land, the city would he, relieved 
from the noxious exhalations of such an extent of 
gi*ound, covered with water^during the greatest par> 
of the year. This proposition was not, however,' * 
adopted ; and U tax was laid on wheat bread and 
meat It was thought the tax on bread T«rould fall 
on the rich only; the poorer c\as» ()f people using 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



138 Ctt^PTE» (HW 

corn and rice; and that a part of boA wo^ be 
borne by travellers and sojoamers. The Baron urged 
the necessity of continuiRg to Hght the city^ and re- 
taining the watchmen^ on the ground (^the city being 
full of French people, the nocturnal assemblages 
of whom, as well as that of the slaves, it was pru* 
dent to prevent 

The king^s officers in New-Orleans appeared im^ 
pressed with the idea that the late treaty bet^eeq 
Spain and theUhited States, would never be carried 
into effect. They thought that, at the time it was 
entered into, the affairs of Europe rendered the 
neutrality of the United States of great importance 
lo Spain ; and, according to them, the object of Gireat 
Britain, in. her late treaty with those States, was to 
draw them over to her inter^^s, and render them in 
some measure dependent on her. They believed 
that their sovereign had ratified the treaty for the 
purpose of counteracting the views of Great-Britain^ 
and conclude that, as £at power bad fiiiled in h^ 
object, Spain, on her pert, would be no longer inter** 
ested in fulfilling die stipulaticuis of the treaty. 

Accordingly, Ske Baron had sent Power to^en* 
tucky, in the beginning of this year* to keep alive th^ 
hopes of those^who still fiivored the plan^of aseces- 
^on of the wejstem people from the Atlantic states. 
The messenger delivered the Baroa's packets toWil* 
kinson, at Greenville, in die latter part of May, and 
was dispatched by him to New.Madi:id, to take 
chai^ of a sum of monev (about $10,000) depo^te4 
by the Baron in the haimof Don Thomas PorteU^ 
the commandant After overcotning some difficulty,^ 
resulting fit>m his having no written order from WiK 
kinson, the m<mey was; delivered to him. He con- 
cealed it in barrels of sugar and co^c^ and brought 
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it up in safety. On hk return to New-Orleans, he 
reported to his em()h>yer that whatever might ht^reto- 
fore have been the disposition of the people of Ken- 
lucky, they were now perfectly satisfies) with the 
federal government, and their leading men (with 
very few exceptions) manifested an utter aversion to^ 
the hazardous exf>eriments heretofore thought of— 
especiaiiy as their own government had now obtain- 
ed froinihem, by the late treaty, the principal object 
which ihey expected to attain by a separation from 
the Union. * 

The Baron^s attention was now momentarily 
drawn from his fevorite plan, by the neoessity^of 
protecting the province under h's care from impend- 
ii^ danger. The governor of Canada had assembled 
« considerable number of troops on the Southern 
borderof thai province; a circumstance which in- 
duced tho belief thai an expedition was contemplated 
from thence, throu^ the western territory of the 
United States, agaii^l the dominions of Spain on the 
Mississippi. The minister of the Cath(rfic king at ^ 
Pfailadelphja, communicated to the department of 
state 4he iufonnation he had received on this head^ 
and demanded that, according to^a stipulation in the 
fete treaty, the United States should oppose, in tlie 
most dfectuat manner, tlie intended violation of their 
territoiy, 

4ipain had condk^edn trea^ of peace with the 
French republic, and on the im of October had de- 
clared war againKt Great-Britain. The Catholic king, 
ill the declaration of war, mentions the late treaxy 
between Great-Sritakt and the United-States, ais one 
•if the motives that bad iriflnenced his oondoei in 
this respect 
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Serano and Argotte were Uie ordinary alcades for 
the years 1797 and 179a 

By a royal order of the fourteenth of May, the 
royal audience of Santo^Domingo was removed to 
Puerto del Ptitrnpe, a town in the island of Cu- 
ba. 

The kiqg havjng^acceded to the propositifui of the 
cabildo, in regard to an additional number of regi^^ 
dors, Francisco de Riano, Xiouis d'Arby d'Ani* 
cant, Jayme Jordan, John Leblanc, Gilbert Andry 
and Francisco Castanedo,took their seats in that body 
assucb. . 

It had been stipulated, in the late treaty between 
the IJnited States and Spain, that commissioners of 
both nations shwid meet at Natchez, within six 
months from the ratificatioa A€XM>rdingly, Andrew 
EUicot had been appointed commissioner on the part 
of tlie United StsUes, and Don Manuel Gayoso de 
Lemos on that of^the Catholic king. 

Gayoso, accordijig to the instructions of the Baron; 
as soon as he beard of Ellicofs approach with a small 
body of infantry under the orders of Lieut. M^Leary, 
sent an officer to nieet him, with a request that he 
would not attempt to come to. NaK^z as yet, .but 
§top at bayou Pierre, as the Jfort was not- ready to be 
surrendered, and some . disorder might result from 
the approximation of the troops of the two nations. 

Ellicot disregarded this message, and reached 
Natchez wUh hismen in the mon& of February, and 
displayed the flag of his country near die fort 

The Baron, wishing to gain time, ui^ed^ as his 
reason for delaying a compliance with the stipula^ 
tions of treaty, diat they were not sufficiently explicit^ 
mid doubts had arisen in his mind as to &e manner 
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in which the posts wei:;e to be delivered. It appeared 
to him questionable whether they were lo be so^ with 
all the forts and edifices standing, as the United 
Stau^s seemed to understand,- or evacuated, rased 
and abandoned, as he Conceived, in order that S^ain 
might avoid involving herself into difficulties with 
the Indian nations,who, by formal treaties, had cede4 
to her the land at the Chickasaw bluflfe, Walnut Hilf^ 
and Tombecbee, on the express conditions that she 
should erect fortifications there, to prevent their 
country fi*om being invaded. He therefore declared 
his determination to await the orders ofhissove^ 
reign, or those of his minister at Philadelphia, re» 
tain the posts on the Mississippi, and defend upper 
Louisiana, until congress, acting upon the represeiw 
tatipn of the latter, should take measures to restrain 
any expedition against those Indians, according to 
the stipulations of the treaty. 

For thfe purpose of receiving possession of the 
posts to be surrendered, a larger detachment, unden 
Ae orders 6f Lieutenant Pop6, soon followed the 
former. The ii^tructions of that ofiicer render it 
probable that the government of the United States ap* 
prehended some difiiculty from that of Spain. The 
fieutenant was directed, in the first instance^ to pro* 
eeed to F^t Massac on the Ohio, and there to await 
the return of an officer previously sent to New Ma*- 
drid for official information in regard to the delivery 
of the posts; and, on th^ certainty or probability of 
such an event, he Was to procee(% to Natchez, and on 
hjs arrival Aere, to keep up the most perfect disci- 
pline amoT^ the troops, so as to prevent every kind 
of disorder, and promote harmony and fiiendly inter* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



I4« CHAPTER pwr 

^ange of good offices with the sabfeete ofthe Cutho** 
lie king, and to treat the Spant^ flag with respects 

ThexMHnmandant at New Madrid, being wtthoot 
instructions, was unable to give any information re^ 
gpecting the views of the colonial government, and 
Keuifenant Pope, concluding that possession would 
f^robabty be given, descended the Mississippi^ and 
had proceeded as fer as New Madrid, where he wai ^ 
met by a messenger from the ^ron, warning him' to 
proceed no farther. The lieutenant thought it best, 
Aowever, to go on^ and, at the Walnut Hills, found a 
letter from Gayoso, requesting htm to stop diero. He 
tarried awhHe ; button receiving a letter from Ellicot, 
advising him to come to Natchese, he departed, and 
joined Ellicot soon after, and immediately increased 
bis fon^ by enlistment, and apprehended several ^ 
serters from the army of the Uiuted States, who had 
taken refuge under the {^otection of the Spanish 

flag. 

« The most considerable part of the popuiaiioa ^ 
the district of NatchesShad ren^ved from the United 
States, or were descendants of emigratits from rfw 
British provinces, after the peace of I7fi2. They 
were anxious for a change of government, aindi ap<^ 
peared to disregard the authority of the officers ol 
^aia Gayoso issued a proclamatimi on the twen# 
tieth of March, calculated to briiig^ them bade to 
their duty. , * 

The mron had resolved ^at bis determination, 
m r^rd to the dWivery of the posts to the United 
States, rfiould be regulated by the«ucca<« or feilure 
df a last attempt to detach die western country frolii 
the Union, and had accordingly sMt Power 4hkher 
on this errand. 
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The avowed ^e^t of hb iBissiofff wias the delivery 
of a letter to Wilkinson, who, on the death of Wayne, 
bad soeceeded to the command of the American 
fol^c^ to^induce him not to insist on die immediate 
evacuation of the posts of Spain : the real object of 
thejoomey, however, (and concerning which the 
Baron, in order to avoid all dagger of detectioa, had 
given only verbal instructions) was i^P sound the dis* 
position of the western people, whose militia, the 
Barofi hfK} heard, had received orders to be ready to 
march at the first call In the event of this proving 
true. Power was directed to send immediate infor- 
mation of it to the commandant at New Madrid^ 

He was instructed adroitJlj^ to give it out among 
those with whom he might have an opportunity g£ 
conversing in the course of \m travel, that the sur* 
render, to tlie forces of the United-States, ofthe posts 
(K^upied by those of Spain, on the Mississippi, was 
'm direct opposition to the interest of the western 
j^ple, who, as they must ofi<e day be separated from 
the .Atlantic states, wiould find themselves without 
8^y commnni^atioo with. ^ sea, excepting through « 
tfWisiaw^ froofv whence thi^y m^ht ejc^et power&l 
si)0ootti« in artillery, ar^m^yaiiimunition and money, 
openly or secretly, as sOon as they determined on ^ 
S€^!oe6sio», which must secure to them iadependaace 
aind pr4)Sperity. 

The wish was expressed that itinigbt be suggested 
thftt, ibr this reason, Congrei^ was determined on 
bafitemng the taking possession of these posts, and 
the wei^tem people would forge filters for th^nselves, 
if they conseiued to fornish their militin, and other 
means, wbich the Upited«States could &id aatong 
them only. 
> It was urged thai these hibts^ if difiused dirou^ 
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tiie papers, migbt make a strong impression on the 
people, and dispose them to throw off the yoke of 
tlieAdantic states; and if they could be dissuaded 
from aiding congress, it could not give law to the 
Spaniards^ 

Asrarances were given that, if one hupdred. thou- 
sand doUar/s, properly distributed in Kentuc|(y, could 
induce the people to resist, that sum would be readily 
fiirnished The messenger was authorised to pro- 
mise this, and an equal sum to procure arms, in cieuie 
of necessity, with 20 .pieces of artillery. 

The packet for Wilkinson, securing to the bearer 
the best op(K)rtunity of riewing the army and ascer- 
taining it^ force, discipline and disposition, he w% 
directed to improve it, and transmit to his ^mtdoyer 
without delay, the most correct and minute informa- 
tion he could obtain. A doubt was expressed whe- 
ther a person of Wilkitisotit's character would prefer 
the command of the army of the United-States, t^ 
the glory of being the founder, the liberator^ indeed 
Ac Wai^ington of the western states; Hfe part 
was saio to be brilliant and easy; aH ^es were 
fixed on him; he possessed the coniidem^ of his 
foUow-citizens, and principally of the Kentucky 
volunteers;. at the slightest mov3ment, the pec^lcT 
would hail him the geiferal of the new republic. 
His reputation would raise himan army, and Frab<^ 
^nd Spain enable him to pay it 

Pursuing his prophetic strain, the Baron added 
that, on Wilkinson^s taking Fort Massac, he 
would ir^antly s^nd him small arms and artillery 
from New-Orleans ; and Spain, Kmiting herself t<^ 
die posts at Natchez and Wahmt Hilsl, would cede 
all the left bank of the Mississippi as high as the 
Ohio, which would form an extensive republic, coi>- 
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o^te^yby ite situation and interests, vidl^wHii 
who, in conjunction with it* would force tbe Indiani 
to see|c its aUiaae^ and confound themselves, in 
time, with its citizensi 

The Baron added that the western people w^re 
dissatisfied with the tax on whiskey, and Spain and 
Fr^ce were canned at. the connexion of the 
United States with Great Britain^; the army was 
weak and devoted to Wilkinson, and the direat of 
jQin^gFess authorised him (the Baron) to succour tl^ 
jMrestern people immediately and openly; money 
would not be wanting; and he was about despatch*- 
iqg a vessel to Vera O-uz for a supply of it, and am* 
nraqition ; so that jiothing was required but an im 
9|tanit of firmness and resolution to renier tbe western 
pyegple free and happy. But, if they suffered the op- 
PQrtW)i^ to pa^ unimproved, and the Spaniards 
inhere compelled tp surrender the posts^ Kentud^y and 
Tennessee would forever remain under the oppres* 
sive yoke of the Atlantic stat^ 

These ii^tructions concluded widi an assurance 
to Power, thai if, by forcibly urging these arguments, 
he succeeded in bringing over Wilkinson, Lacasa- 
gne, Sebastian, Brackenridge, and the other princmal 
men, and if, by dint of promise which he (the Ha- 
ron) pledged himself shoqid be faithfully redeemed, 
and by the general diffusion of these notions amoog^ 
them, the public generally could be engaged to se- 
cond thdr efforts, die object of his expedition would 
be accomplished, and he would acquire imp^i^able 
renown, and a claim to the most brilliant rewards; 
whilst, on the other hand, should he unfortunately 
fitil, his employer would be aMe to prooirehim an 
appointment, whi^ would place Inm beyond the 
reach of the envy or hatred of his enemies. 

VQUU. 19 
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In the meanwhile other agents were sent among 
Ihe nations of Indians within the territory of the 
United Stateis, with speeches calculated to induce 
them to withdraw from the protection of congress, 
and take up the hatchet against the citizens of the 
United-Statea ^ ^ 

The Baron, at the same time, reinforced the garri; 
son of Fort Panmure,and that of the Walnut Hills; 
a measure which he said was resorted to, as one dt 
precaution against the descent which the British 
meditated fi^m Canada. The people of the district 
of Natchez viewed it as a prdlude to the arrest of 
those among them who had manifested a partiality to 
the government of the United States. Their alarm" 
mtk& such as t</ drive a few of them to some violent 
steps. The subsequent commotion in the neighbour^ 
hood vras so great as to induce Gayo^o, with his &? 
mily, to seek aa asylum in the fort^ on Uie seventh of 
Juna 

Four days afier, he issued an elaborate prodama* 
tion, wamii^ the people of the consequences of their 
illegal proc^ings, requiring theutio return to their 
duty and allegiance to their sovereign, submission to 
his lavirs and obedience to his officers; commanding 
those who had embodied themselves, to dispell ana 
Teturn to their nsual and lawfiil occupations, as the 
only means of obtaining an amnesty K)r the past an4 
-security for the future. 

A general meetmg of the people, to deliberate on 
the state of the district, was proposed^ and was gen* 
erally approved of, but an apprehension was enter* 
tained that Gayoso would break up their assembly^ 
hv arresting those who might attend Lieutenant 
Tope assured the inhabitant^ he would protect th^n 
'at all hazards. He recommeDded that they should 
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«ome fibrwand and assert their rights in the most so- 
lema mantis, ^nd join theforcegof the United States 
m<;ase the Baroa sent motre soldiers there :fi'oni;Ne^ 
Orleans. The lieutenant^ conduct was countenan^ 
eedbyEtfico^ 

The meeting look plabe on the twentieth of Jun& 
They remembered the conduct of O'Reilly in 1769, 
and felt apprehensive of the conse(|uences-of any step 
they might take: they feared thxtGayoso's procla- 
mation might only be intended as a snare, and were 
anxious to fix the terms of their surrender so as to 
^ avoid every ambiguity of expression. At last they 
assented to EUicot's proposition for th# appointment 
of a committee of safety, of which lieutenant Pope 
was a member. 

This committee called on Gayoso, and proposed 
that he should recognise their existence as a body- 
that none of the people should be injured or prose- 
cuted on account of the part they had taken against 
government — that they should be exempted from 
serving in the militia, under the Spanish authbrities, 
except to suppress riots or repress the insults of In- 
dians^— that they should be considered as in a state of 
neutrality, although governed by Spanish laws, and 
none of them should be sent out of the country under 
any pretence whatsoever. 

Gayoso gave his ready assent to these propositions^ 
and the Baron ratified what he had done, with a sin« 
gle and unimportant exception. 

The fall of this year was very^ sickly in New-Or* 
leans, and the city was visited by the yellow fever. 

The Baron was now appointed president of the 
royal audience of the province of Quito, and left 
Louisiana* 
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This y^, die people of the SouA^Vrestem Twri^ 
lory of the Umted States were adntttled into di6 
Union, asthe state of Tennessee, aadfohned then:i> 
te^ith member of the confederacy. 

John Adams succeeded General Warikhigton m 
the presidency (^the United Stales. 
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CHAPTER tX 



JOon Siamiel Croy&so de Lemos — Dan Carlos de 
Cfrandpre^Pawer^s reporU-^eneral Collet — 
instructions to commandants — The Frendk 
frinees--^apiai;n Chdon brings a rdnforce^ 
ment to NtUchez^IAne of demarcoHon^^Mis^ 
sissmpiterrUory^Georgta claim — zSchedtdefor 
ihemsposdlofv€u:anl land'^DeposU suspended 
'^Arrangement as to deposit-^ttand regudali^ 
ons^^DMth of Crayoso^'^the Marquis de Ca»a 
CaLTO—JJpfper Louisiana — Don Kamon de Lo^ 
pez-^Warlike fneasures of the V. Sj^Vacant 
land — Dieision oftheNorm^western territory*-^ 
Deposit restored^-'Louisiana ceded to Spain'^ 
Crrant of land to the city-^Thomas Jeffwsonr^ 
Tfcaiy between the U. S. and France. 

Don Manud Gayoso de Lemos, a brigadier-gmie* 
lal of the royal armies, who commanded at Natchez, 
succeeded the Baron, de Carondelet, in the govern- 
mentof the provinces of Loaisiana and West-Flori* 
da, and was succeeded in his former command by 
Pon Garlos de Grandpre. The latter officer, being 
obnoxious to the people of the district of Natchez, 
decUned going there, and Major Minor, a native 
of New-Jersey, who came to Louisiana in tb« year 
1778, and had accepted of a commission in the Ca* 
ttK4ic king^s scorvice, acted as commandant, until the 
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establishment of the government^ under the auxbority 
of the United States. 

Power now returned from thb western country, 
and in his report to Gayoso, which bears date on 
the fifth of Decembei, stated that he met Sebastian 
at Louisville, and communicated to him the real and 
ostensible objects of his mission, when, after confer- 
ing together, they were of opinion it was indispensa- 
ble to add four propositions to those the Baron had 
authorised Power to make. Without the first, nei- 
ther Sebastian, nor any other person <i6ncei"ned or 
interested in the important Undertaking, would take 
"any step for its success. These propositions were, . 
that 

1. If any person should lose his office, on account 
of promoting the Baron's views, he should be indem- 
nified by the king of Spain. 
] 2. The northern boundary of the king's domir^oii 
should be a line drawn from the moiith of the river 
Yazoo to*the river Tombeckbee; and the northern- 
most Spanish fort should be six mile^ below that 
Kne. . 

3. But the king should retain the fort 0f San Fer- 
nando deBarancas (Chickasaw bluffs) with the land 
around it, ceded to him by the Indians by their 
treaty with Gayoso, 

4. The king should notjnterffere, directly or indi- 
Vectly, with the form of government or laWs, which 
thie western people should adopt 

Sebastian undertook to communicate the Baron'k 
propositions, with the above amendments, to Innis 
^nd Nicholas. To conceal the real object of Power'is 
journey, and avoid the resentment of the 'peoprle of 
jLouisville, who were enraged at his frequent Visits 
and threatened to tar and feather him, it wsus agreed 
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Aat, after having serai Wilfcinsoii atB^roit^I^dboiild 
return by Greenville, Cincimmti, Newp<»% (George- 
town, and Frankfort, io nieei Jjoim and Nicboks, 
and be informed of the suceess of their effi>rts; and 
that Sebastiao, and another person, should accompa- 
ny him to New-Ol^ris, Notwithstanding he (Sebas- 
tian) was of ofrinion that, for the present, all the 
means and efforts used to stimulate the western people 
to secede from the union, would be of no avail, he 
promised that nothing should be wanting, on his part^ 
Co Qbtain what was so much desired. 

Power arrived in the neighbourhood* of Petroit 
hn the sixteenth of August, and^findin^ that Wilkin* 
son was then at Michilimackinac, he did not enter 
the fort The general, immediately after his return, 
hearing of Power!s arrival, had him arrested and 
brought to the fort, and thus got die Baron's dis* 
patches. He ^ve a cold reception to the bearer^ 
and informed him that the goveriKor of the North* 
Western territor}' had orders to arrest and send him 
to Philadelphia^ which could be prevented in no 
other manner than \yf sending him, under a strong 
guard to New-Madrid, without delay. He added, 
th^ Baron's project wag achimerical one, impossible 
lobe executed, as the western people, having obtain- 
ed, by the late treaty, all that they wanted, have no 
need of any connexion or alliance with Spain, nor 
any motive for a separation from the Atlantic states, 
even if France and Spain should make them the 
most advantageous offers — that the ferment which 
existed four years ago, had now subsided, and the 
vexations and depredations which the" American 
eommerce bad suffered from the privateers of France, 
created an implacable hatred for that nation. He 
added ihat the people of Kentucky had proposed to 
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liim to raise an army i^ ten thoiKmnd men, to take 
New^Orleans^ in case of a ru(tture with Spain, and 
the governor of Lraisiana had no odier measure to 
pursue, under the pr^iseat circamstances, than folly 
to comply With the treaty. He comirfained that all 
his plans were overturned, and i^l his labours for ten 
years past lost He added diat, he had destroyed 
all his cyphers and burnt his correspondence widi 
the govemorsi of Louisiana^ and du^ and honor did 
not permit him to continue it. The Baron, however, 
need not apprehend his confidence should be abused 
•*^«ihat if Spain surrendered the district of Natchez 
to the United States, they ivould probdMy make hiift 
governor, and he should iiot then lack me opportu- 
nity of promoting his political prqects. He com- 
plained that hk connexion with the colonial govern- 
ment had been divulged— that Don ZeponTrudeaUt 
the commandant at Sc Louis, had sent emissaries 
among die Indian nations nithin the tenitory of the 
United States, inviting diem to come and setde with- 
in that of Spain, as the Spanish king wap at war with 
the British, and would soon be widi the Frendu 

Ontheaixtb, Wilkinson ddivered his answer, for 
die Baron, to Power, and immediately compelled 
the latter to depart for New-Mand, bv the way of the 
Wabash, under a guard commanded by captain 
Shaumburg. On pas^ng through Vincennes, Power 
.sent an expre^ to Louisville, in order to apprise 
-Sebastian of what happened* 

Power concluded bis repwt, by stating that, with / 
regard to the people of KentU4«ky, Sebastian^s opini- 
^ on difl^red from Wilkinson'a The former had told 
him that should war be declared between Spain and 
the United States, Louismna would have nothing to 
^r fit>m the people Qf Kentucky; and insinutated 
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it would more likely be the circumstance which 
should stimulate them against the United States. 
The reporter's own opinion was, that a great propor- 
tion of the most influential characters in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, had been the instigators of the expe- 
ditions set on foot, under Lachaise and Clark, against 
the dominions of Spain, by Genet. The rest were 
unambitious of conquest from Spain, and desired 
only to preserve the boundary secured to them by 
the treaties. 

During this winter, general Collet, who had tra- 
velled through the states of Kentucky and Tennes- 
see, by order of the French government, passed -4. 
dirough New-Orleaiis. It was supposed Adet, the 
French minister at Philadelphia, sent him on an er- 
rand similar to that on which Lachaise had been 
employed by Genet 

Gayoso issued his bando de Jmen gohiemoj in 
the month of January, 1798. It does not contain 
any important new regulation. 

On the following day, he published a set of instruc- 
tions to commandants, in regard to the grant of land, 
as follows: 

1. They are forbidden to grant land to a hew set- 
tler, coming from another psot, where he has obtain- 

' ed a grant Such a one must buy land, or obtain a 
grant from the governor. 

2. if a settler be a foreigner, unmarried, and with- 
out either slaves, money, or other property, no grant 
is to be made to him, until he shall have remained 
four years in the post, demeaning himself well in 
some honest and useful occupation. 

3. Mechanics are to be protected, but no land is to 
be granted to them, until they shall have acquired 
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some property, diid a residence of three years in die 
exercise of their trade. 

4 No grant of land is to be made to any onmar- 
Hed emigrant, who has neither trade nor property, 
rnitil after a resddence of four years, during which 
time he must have been employed in the culture o( 
the ground. 

5. But if, after a residence of two years, such a 
person should marry the daughter of an honest far« 
mer, with his consent, and be by him recommended, 
a grant of land may be made to him. 

6. Liberty of conscience is not to be extended be- 
yond the first generation: the children of the emigrant 
.must be Catholic; and emigrants, not agreeing to 
diis, must not be admitted, Imt removed, even when 
Ihey bring property with them. This is to be ex« 
plained to settlers who do not profess the Catholic 
leligion. 

7. In Upper Louisiana, no settler is to be admit- 
ted, who is not a fermer or a mechanic. 

8. It is expressly recommended to commandants^ 
to watch that no preacher of any religion but die 
Catcbdic, comes into the province 

9. To every married emigrant of the above de- 
scription, two hundred arpents may be granted, with 
the addition of fifty for every child he brings. 

10. If he bring negroes, twenty additional arpenti 
are to be granted him for each: but in no case ara 
more than eight hundred arpents to be granted to an 
emigrant . 

1 1. No land is to be granted to a traden 

12. Immediately on the arrival of a settler, ifae 
oath of allegiance is to be administered to him. If 
he has a wife, proof is to be demanded of their mar- 
riage } and| if they bring any property^ they are to be 
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required to deelare what part belongs to either of 
them ; and they are ta be inf(M*med that the discovery 
of any wilful falsehood in this declaration, will incur 
the fbi^iture of the land granted them, and the im« 
provements made thereon. 

13. Without proof (^ a lawful marriage, or of ab-^ 
solute ownership of negroes, no gram is to be made 
for any wife or negro. 

14 The grant is to be forfeited, if a settlement be 
not made within the year,, or one tenth part of the 
land put in cultivation withi» twa 

15* No grantee is So be allowed to seH his land 
until he has produced three crops on* a tenth part of 
it f but in case of death, it may pass to an heir in the 
province, but not to one without,, unless he come and 
settle it. 

16. If the grantee owes debts in the province, tfie 
proceeds of the first four crops are to be applied to- 
their discharge, in preference to that of debts due 
abroad. If, before the third crop be made, it becomes 
necessary to evict the grantee, on account of his bad 
conduct, the land shall be given to the young maa 
and young woman, residing within one mile <^ it,, 
whose good conduct may shew them to be the best 
deserving of it; and the decision is to be made by 
an assembly of notable planters, presided by the 
commandant. 

17. Emigrants are to settle contiguous to old esta^ 
Mishments, without leaving any vacant land — that 
the people may more easily protect each other^ in 
case of any invasion by the Indians; and that the 
administration of justice, and a compliance with po^ 
Uee regulations, may be faciMtated.. 

Early in this year, the dukes of Orleans and Mon^ 
t«U8ier,and the count of Beaujobus, came toNew-Or^ 
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leans from the western states. These grand-children 
of the duke of Orleans, who was regent of France 
during the minority of Louis XV. and descendants 
of Louis XUL were seen with great interest by the 
inhabitants. After a stay of a few weeks, they de- 
parted for Europe, by the way of Havana. 

Don Denys de la Ronde and Don Pedro de la 
Roche took their seats in the cabildo; the former as 
successor of Almonaster, and the latter as principal 
provincial alcade. 

Captain Guion, an officer of the revolutionary 
war, caine this winter to Natchez, with a strong rein- 
forcement, and took the command of the forces 
brought by lieutenants M^Nary and Pope. On the 
33d of March, the fort at the Walnut-Hills, and on 
the twenty-ninth, fort Panmure, were evacuated by 
the troops of Spain, and immediate possession taken 
by those of the United States. Shortly after, Gayoso 
gave orders to William Dunbar, who had succeeded 
him in the office of commissioner, on the part of 
Spain, for running the lineof demarcation) to make 
arrangements with Ellicot, in order that the opera- 
tions might be immediately begua Major Trueman 
was the surveyor on the part of the United States, 
and Power, the baron's late agent, that on the part of 
Spain. 

Congress, on the seventh of April, erected the 
country bounded, on the north, by a line drawn due 
ease from the mouth of the river Yazou to the Cata» 
houche river; on the east by that stream; on the 
south by the thirty-first degree of north latitude, and 
on the west by the Mississippi — into a separate gov« 
ernment,to be called the Mississippi territory; and 
a form of government was established therein, simi- 
lar to that provided for the north-western territory. 
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by tl^ ordinance <^ 1787, with the exception of the 
clause prohibiting slavery. 

The state of Georgia laid claim to the land inclu- 
ded within ihe new government, or the greatest part 
of it; and congress declared that the estabhshment 
of the territorial body should not, in any respect, im- 
pair the rights, to any land west of that state, of any 
person or persons, either to the jurisdiction or soil 
of the said territory. The president of the United- 
States was authorised to appoint commissioners to 
ascertain, conjointly with others appointed on the 
part of the state, her right to any land west of the 
river Catahouche, north of the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude, and south of the land ceded by the 
state of North-CaroUna to the United-States; and to 
receive proposals for the relinquishment, or cession^ 
of the whole or any part of the other territory claim- 
ed by the state of Georgia and out of her ordinary 
jurisdiction. 

Winthrop Sergeant was appointed governor pf 
the new territory ; and, on his arrival soon after, 
with the secretary and judges, its government went 
into operation. 

The Northern Indians continuing to manifest pa- 
cific dispositions, it was thought proper to transfer 
the head-quarters of the army of the United-States 
to the Mississippi; and, accordingly, Wilkinson 
came to Natchez with a considerable part of the 
forces. Here was fixed, at this time, the southern- 
most post He removed, with ail his men, to the spot 
called by the'French lorRoche'drDaman^ and by the 
English " Loftus-Heights,^' which was the most 
southerly tenable point within the United-States, and 
immediately b^an the fortification which was after- 
wards called Fort-Adams. 
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By a royal schedule of the twenty-fif«t of October, 
the intendancy of the provinGes of Louisiana and 
West-Florida, was put in possession, to the exclusion 
of all other authority, of the privilege of dividing 
and granting all kinds of land bek>nging to the 
crown-— a privilege which, under Ae royal order of 
die twenty-fourth of August, 1770, belonged to the 
civil and military government. 

Rianoand Fonvergne were^he ordinary alcades 
for the year 1799. 

On the 30th of April, Don Joseph Vidal, the 
commandant of the post of Concordia, opposite to 
Natchez, entered, by order of Gaybso, into an ar« 
rangement, with the governor of the Mississippi 
territory, for the reciprocal surrender of runaway 
slaves. 

Morales, considerihg that three years bad elapsed 
since the ratification of the treaty between his sove- 
reign and the United-States, did not think himself 
authorised to allow any longer the citizens of the 
latter a place of deposit in the city of New-Orleans; 
and he issued an order accordingly. A measure 
which excited gr^t commotion in the provinces and 
the United-States, particulariy in Kentucky and . 
Tennessee. 

Gayoso and Wilkinson, on the first of March, en* 
tered into a provisional convention for the mutual 
surrender of deserters from the armies of Spain and 
the United-States, seeking an asylum within the lim- 
its of their respective adjacent territories. 

In the latter part of d^e month, the running of the 
line of demarcation was completed, except a small 
portion of it on the borders of East-Flohda, whidi 
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was deferred on account of the hostile appearance of 
the Indians. 

On the seventeenth of July, Morales issued a set 
of r^ulations in regard to the grant of land, bottom- 
ed on the provisions of the late schedule, as fol- 
lows: 

1. To each newly arrived femily, dchaquefamU'- 
le noundle^ who are possessed of the necessary qua- 
lifications to be admitted among the number of cul- 
tivators of these provinces, and who have obtained 
die permission of the government to establish them- 
selves on a place which they have chosen, there shall 
be granted, for onee^ if it is on the bank of the 
Mississippi, four, six, or eight arpents in firont on the 
river, by the ordinaiy depth of forty arpents ; and if 
it is at any <Hher place, the quantity which they shall 
be judged capable to cultivate, and which shall be 
deemed necessary for pasture for their beasts, in pro- 
portion and according to the number of which the 
family is composed ; understanding that the conces- 
sion is never to exceed eight hundred arpents in su- 
prefices, 

2.To obtain the said concessions, if they are asked 
for in this city, the permission which has been ob- 
tained to establish themselves in the place from the 
l^ivernor, ought to accompany the petition ; and if, 
m any of the posts, the commandant at the same 
time will state that the lands asked for are vacant, 
and belong to the domain, and that the petitioner has 
obtained permission of the government to establish 
himself; and referring to the date of the letter or ad- 
vice they have received. 

3. Those who obtain concessions <m the bank of 
the river, ought to make, in the first year of their 
possession, levees sufilcient to prevent the inundation 
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of the waters, and canals sufficient to drain off the 
water when the river is high ; they shall be held, in 
addition, to make, and keep in good order, a public 
highway, which ought to be at least thirty feet wide, 
and have bridges of fifteen feet over the canals or 
ditches which the road crosses; which regulations 
ought to be observed, according to the usages of the 
respective districts, by all persons to whom lands * 
are granted, in whatever part they are obtained. 

4. The new settlers who have obtained lands shaU 
be equally obliged to clear and put in cultivation, in 
the precise time of three years, all the front of their 
concessions, for the depth of at least two arpents, un- 
der the penalty of having the lands granted reunited 
to the domain, if this condition is not complied with» 
The commandants end syndics will watch that what 
is enjoined in this and the preceding article, be 
strictly observed ; and occasionally inform the inten* 
dant of what they have remarked, well understand^ 
ing that in case of default they will be responsible to 
his majesty. 

5. If a tract of land, belonging to minors, remain 
without bein^ cleared, or as much of it as the regu* 
lations require; and that the bank, the road^ the 
ditches, and the bridges, are not made, die eom^ 
mandant or syndic of tlie district will certify fram 
whom the fault has arisen; if it is ill the guardian, 
he will urge him to put it order; and, if he foils, he 
shall give an account of it; but, if the fault arises 
from want of means of the minor to defray the ex- 
pense, the commandant or syndic shall address a 
statement of it to the intendancy,to the end that sale 
of it may be ordered for the benefit of the minor, to 
whom alone this privilege is allowed ; if, in the space 
of six mondis, any purchaser presents himseu; if 
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ftot, It shkB ^granted gratis to any |>6rson unking 
kj or soW ifor the benefit of the tretisury. 
" 6. During the said termof 4hree yoars, no person 
ihall seH'or di$p6s(^ of the land which has been gran- 
ted to him, norshall he ever after the term, if he has 
feiled to cornply with the conditions contained in the 
preceding article; and to avoid abuses and surprise 
in this respect, we declare that all sales made with- 
out the consent of theiniendancy, in writing, shall be 
noil and of no effect; which con^nt shall not be 
granted until they 'have examined, with scrupulous 
attention, if the condniofw have or have not been 
fulfilled. 

7. To avoid, for the ftiture, the litigations and con* 
Alston of which we have examples every day, we 
have also judged it very neceg^ry that the notaries 
of Uhtscity, and the commandants of posts, shall not 
feke any acknowledgment of conveyances of land 
obtained by concession ;' unless the seller (grantor) 
presents and delivers to the buyer the title which he 
has obtained, and in addition, being careflil to insert 
hi idle deed the metes ^nd bounds, and other descrip- 
tions, which result from the title, and the proces 
wfftrt/ of the survey which ought to accompany it 

8. Incase that the small depth which the points, 
ilfMHi which the land on the river is generally formed, 
prevent the granting of forty arpents, according to 
uddge,' there shalf be^ven a greater quantity in front 
IR'' compensate it; or, if no other •person asks the 
^fittleession, or to purdiase it, it shall be divided 
equally between' the persons nearest to it^ who may 
i%^{r-^tbe banfes^ roads, and bridges, in the mamier 
beforfe jfrfeseribed. 

*' 9. Although the king renounces the possession of 
^ tends 6eld, dkitrifl^te^, or conceded, in faisname^ 
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those to whom they are grained or wi/i ought to b^ 
apprized that his majesty reserves the ri^t of taking 
from the forests knowo here under the name of cy* 
press woods, all the wood which may be necessary 
for his use, and more especially which he may want 
ifor the navy, in the same manner and with the sam« 
liberty that the undertakers have enjoyed to this 
time; but this, notwithstanding, they arenottosup^ 
pose themselves authorised to take more than is ne> 
cessary, nor to make use of or spUt those which are 
out down and found unsuitable * 

10. In the posts of Opelousas and Attakapas, the 
greatest quantity of land that can be conceded, AsM 
be one league front by the same quantity io depth; 
and when forty arpents cannot be obtained ip deptbf 
a half league may be granted : and, for a general rul^ 
if is established, that, to obtain, in said posts, ajialf 
league in front by the same quantity in depth, the 
petitioner must be owner of one hundred beaid <^ 
catde, some horses and sheep, and two slaves, and 
also m proportion for a lai^er tract, without the povi^4 
er, however, of exceeding the quantity before tBCAr 
tioned. 

11. As much as it is possible, and the loeal silvar 
tio<i will permit, no interyal shall be lefl between 
concessions ; because it is very advantageous th^ thg 
establishments touch, as much for the inhabitant 
who can lend each othir mutual support, aa. for the 
more easy administration of justice, and the obeeff? 
vance of rules of police, indispensable in all plao<wb 
but more especially in new establishmeitts. > 

13. If, notwithstanding what is before writtei^ 
marshy lands, or other causes, shall makeit^ n o o ossa* 
ry to leave some vacam lands, the oommendant^ and 
syndics wiU take caxe, that the iiiAabitantscC the 4«^ 
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tirict alone may take wood ^[lough for dietr use only, 
well understaticling tliey shall not take more; or, if 
uny indivkkial of any olber post, shall attempt to get 
wood^ or eM fire^wood, without bavii^ obtained the 
permission of this intefiuancy, besides die indenmity 
whioh he sdiall be held to pay the treasury fur the 
dam'ige swiaiiied^ he shall be ccmdemned, for the 
first time, to the payment of a fine of twenty-five dol<^ 
lars; twice that sum for the second o^nce; and, for 
the third ofienee, shall be put in prison, according as 
the c^noe may be more or less aggravated ; the said 
fines shall be divided between the treasury, the 
judge, and the ioformm*. 

13» The new settler^ to whom land has been gran« 
ted in one setdetnent^ cannot obtain another conces* 
sien without having previouriy proven that he had 
possess^ the first during three yearsiand Iblfilled 
all the condittdnsf prescnbed. 
, 14 The changes occasioned by the current of the 
mer, are ofieivila^ cause of one part of a concessioft 
becouliog useless, so that we have examples of pn>f 
prietore pretending to abandon ana re-unite to the 
domain a part of the most expensive^ for keeping up 
the bardcs, the roads, the ditches, &c and willing to 
reserve oilly that which is good; and seeing that, 
unless sotne remedy is prov^led for this abu^, the 
greatest mischief mudt result to the neighbours, we 
declare that the treasury will not admit of an aban«* 
donment or re*union to the domain of any part of the 
land the owner wishes to get rid of, unless the aban« 
donment compl'ehehds ti^ whole limits included in 
the concession or act in virtdeof which he owns the 
land he wishes to abandon. 

1& All concessions shall be given in the name of 
thekifig^ bf the geoerai mtimiMtA of ihis pfoviooe^ 
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who shall order the surveyor-general, or <me partico- 
larly named by him, to make the survey and mark 
the land, Infixing bounds, fiol only in front, botalsa 
m the rear; this (mrvey) ought to be done in the 
presence of (he commandani or syndic of the district 
and o£ two of the neighbours; alnd these fovrshaUr 
sign the proces verbal whi<4i shall he drawn up. b]^ 
thesurveyon 

16. The said proees verbal^ widi a certtfied copy 
of the same, shall be sent by the surreyw to the tn^ 
tendant, to the end that, on the original, ^ere he de^ 
Hvered, by die consent of the king^ attorney, ^ 
necessary title paper; to this will be^mnexed the eer* 
tffied copy forwanled by the sonreyer. The original 
shall be depoi^lied in me ofiice of the secretary of 
the treasury, and care shall be taken to make nmm^ 
Blly a book of all which have been sent, with aft ak 
phabetical list, to be the more useful when it isnece8» 
sary to have recourse to it, and for greater securfty, 
10 the end that, at all times^ and against aH accidents, 
the documents which shBll be wanted, can be found. 
The surveyor shall also have another bode, number- 
ed, in which the proees verbid of the smvey he 
makes shall be recorded ; and, as n^H mi the origi- 
iml, which ought to be deposit^ on record, as on the 
copy intended to be annexed to the tide, he shall n^M 
the folio of the book in wfaach he has enregistered 
the figurative plat of survey. 

17. In the c^ke of the finances there shall ako Im 
a book, numbered, where the tides of concessions 
iriiall be recorded ; in which, beside die ordinary 
clauses, mentton shall be made of 4he folio of die 
book in which they are transcribed. There miMtt 
also be a note taken in thecontadoria (or chamber 
cf acooi^its) of the utmj and finances, md Aai wa^ 
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der diepeiKilty of beiBg void. The chamber of ac« 
eoonts shall also hare a like book; and, a^ the time 
of taking the note, s^U cite the foKo of the bode 
where it is recorded^ 

i > 8l Ei^perience proves that a great mirob^ of tho0e 
i^Hio have asked for land ihink themselves the legal 
owners of it; thoie who have obtained the first de^ 
cree, by which the surveyor is ordered to measure it| 
and to pot thetinriir possession ; others, after the sur- 
vey has been mdide, have neglected to ask the title for 
die property; and^ as like abuses, continuing for m 
loBger time^ will augment die cotiftision and disordelr 
which will neeetsarily resuk, we declar^flhat no drib 
of those who have t>biatned die gajd decre^, noU 
widisthncking, iu virtue of th^fn< the survey has takefe 
place, and that they have been pm in possession, can 
be regar<ted as^'Ckwners of land until their real tides 
are deUvered^ completed with all the formal iti^ be^ 
forereoHeA ^ ^ 

Ift.All those who possess lands in virtue of formal 
titles giveiv by their excellencies the governors of 
ibis province, stnoe the epoch wheri it came under 
4ie power of the Spfinkh ; and those who possessed 
diem in die time when it beloliged to Fi'ance^ so far 
from being interrupted, shall^ on the contrary, be 
protedeH and maintainod in their possessions. 

30. rThose who^ without the title or possession 
mentioned in the preceding article, are fountf oecu^* 
pying lands, shall be driven therefrom, as from pto^ 
peny belonging to the crown; but, if they hav^ 
occupied the same more than ten yeare, a C6mpr6^ 
mise will bendiiiitted to thc^se who are coni^dered as 
owners, that is to say, they shall not be deprived of 
their lamls. Always that, after information, and 
mmmmxy prooedune^ and wilh the interveniioD of 4he 
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I>rooureur of the king, at die board of the trei&uiy, 
ibey shall be obliged to pay a just and moderaie re«^ 
triEmtioan oalcula^ according to the extent of the 
lands, their situation, and other circum^tanoes,^ ;ind 
4he price. of estimation for once pai<i inu> ibe royal 
treasury. The titles to property will he deltrered, 
pn referring to that which has resulted from tho^ 
j^00Mding& 

. 31« Those who are found in a situation eecpressed 
in- the 18di article^ if tbev have not cleared nor done 
9,ny, work upon the land they consider themselveb 
l^prietorsof, by virtue of the first decree of the go4 
^^ernoient, not being of/ the number of those who havo 
been admitted in the class of new comers, in being 
(deprived or admitted to oompromise, in the manner 
explained in the preceding article: ifthejr arc of Uiat 
Iplass, they shall observe what is ordered in the arti* 
<^ following. 

22. In the precise and peremptmy form of sis 
jDfionthSi counting from * the dajf when this regulation 
i^all b^ published in each post, all those who ocenpy 
4ands without titles firom^ the governor, and those 
Hvhoi in having obtained acertain number of arpenis^ 
have^ ^ized a greater quantity, ou^t to make it 
l;nqwhj> either to hav^ their titles ma^ out, if there 
are any^ or to be admitted to a compromise, or to 
4e(^i^M9e that the said lands belong to thedomain, if 
Jhey hfave not been occupied nKM*e tlmh t^>i years; 
IH^y^tanding, if it passes the said te#m, if they are 
^nsructed by other ways, they wiH not obtain ^th^ 
title ctr^oompromise* 

^ 2^4 Those who give infi»mation crflands occupied^ 
aftei* the expiration of the term fixed in the preceding 
{trtic^ev. shall have for their reward the one fourth 
part of tbepr^ £>r which they are aold^ or obtatuod 
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hjyvay^ doiriprmme; and, if desimbli^ hcsball 
have th^ preference, ekher by compicoiige, at the 
pripe of afipmliement, and tbere shall he made a d&- 
ditclion ofone lbi}rtb,a»infornien. 

24 As it is impossiblet considering all the local 
areunfusitanoes, ibat all d^ie vacant Imds belonging to 
the ctomainshoald hesold by auction, as it is ordained 
by the iaii^ I5tb, title l^b, book 4ib, of the collection 
tif tb)e Jaws^ these kingdoms, the sale shall be made 
according as it ^all be demanded, with the intervene 
lion^ ihe king^s attorney for the board of finat)C4>», 
for the price ^y shall be taxed^ ta those m ho wish to 
pnrchaae ; nndeiBtanding; if the purahasers have not 
ready money to pay, it shall be lawful for them td 
pprebase the said lands at redeemable quit*rent,dur- 
U^ w^ieh thay shall pay the five per cent, yearly. ^ 

2dk Besideaitw moderate price which the land, 
ought to be taxed, the purchasers shall be hekl to pay 
cUh¥0 the r%ht ^( media ammta^ or half year's, to b€ 
ie$»iUed to Spain, whi£fa,aca>itlingto the custom. of 
Hi^vate, founded cm taw, is reduced to two and a half 
per centi ^m the price 6f estimation, and made 18 
p^r 4)em« on the sum, by the said two and a half per 
oent«; they shall also be <^iged to pay cbwn the fee* 
ftf the surveyor and notary. 

3& The ^des of land shall be nmde subject to tha 
same e€0idition,and charges of banks, roads, ditches 
%X^ bridge coftuuned in the preceding wticle. But 
|he purehiusersare not subject to lose their lands; ii^ 
in ithe ikwee first years, they do not fulfil the said vo» 
ditions. Coitiaiandants and syndics shall oblige them 
to put themselves witbiB die rule, begia to perform 
the 09editions in a reasonable term, and, if they da 
U0i (k^tit, tha said work shall be done at the cost of 
the purchasers. . i- 
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37. Cate slialt be taken to obiserve in die raid mlesi^ 
that whieh is recommended in ^e 1 1th article, eeeing 
the advantages and atiUty v^hich resokfrom eonBofr^ 
dating the establishment always when it is practiea^ 
ble. 

38L The titles to the prmierty of lands which dre 
sold, or granted by way of compromise, shall be is^. 
sued by me general intendant, who, after the price of 
estimati<»i is fix^d, and of the media amrnOa (half 
year's) rait, or quitF*rent, the said piice of estimation 
shall have been paid into the treasury, shall put it in 
writing according to the result of the proceeding 
which has taken place^ with the intervemion <^ the 
Jung's attorney. 

9Su The said procedure shaU be deposited in the 
office of the finance, and- the title be transeribed in 
another book^ intended fm* the reoording eS deeds 
and grants of land, ill the same odanner as is order- 
ed by the 17th article, omiGeming gmtuitous coilces^ 
ttOQs. The piioeipal diamber i^aecounts sbill als6 
have a aepmrate book, to take a note of the titles is^ 
slued for rsales and grants under compromise. 

30. The fees of &e surveyor, in every case oom- 
preheflded in the present regulation, shall be proper* 
tionate to the labour and that ifi4iich it has been 
customary until this time \o pay. Tboqe g^ the so* . 
cretary of finances, unless there hasJbeen extraor£« 
nary labour, and where the new settlers are not poor 
[for in this case he is not to exact any thing <^tb^) 
shall be five dollars; and this shall include tiie re* 
cording and other formalities (^escribed, and those 
of the appraisers, and of the interfuretes, i^ on any 
occasion, there ia reason to employ him to tnM»late 

Eipers, take declarations or other acts, shall be regu* 
ted by the provincial tarif. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31. IndfMR Wh<» pMBosB land^ withto the fimite of 
^ govemment, rfiall «oi, il> a»j manner, bedisturbi- 
^d; on the c&mr^i they «hail be protected and 
mi])por»ed7 and to iH\s^ tko ooinmaYidaHts^ syndics, 
«nd sorveyor^, ought to pay the greatedt alk^niion, 
^ eonduef ibemsedped in conseqaence. 

3t2^ The gnii^mgm ^^mg ^ any landsshatt not 
be proceeded in without formal kffertnation having 
4b8en preiiocnsly reeei^ed liiat they ave vacant; and, 
ta avcHd injurious miateikos^ we premise that, be^de 
-ibe «ignatare of tiie commandant or syndic of the 
ittstriot, this iiiforinatiat^ ought to be joined by that 
«f the surveyor, and of iiro of the neighbours, well 
viwlerstandingi % notwithstanding this necessary 
precaution, it shall be found that the land has ano- 
ther «^ner brides the clainiant, and that there is 
Mnf&smit reason tO' restore k to him, the cooimam*- 
4nm or syndic^ the seirveyor, and the nei^boors who 
imva signed the information, skaH ind<winify hinifor 
the losses he has suffered. 

331 As for as ft nvay be practicable, ^ inhaliitante 
snist endeavor that the petiftions presenced by thBm, 
iD' Mkfor \smi^ h^ \^itlen in the* Sf»fmh hmgofage; 
on which ought, also, to be written the advice or k^ 
fermflption vf\»^ the commandftnti^ are to give. In 
Ae posts where this is not praKiacaMey the ancient 
wa^ shall befe^fowed. 

Mi All tlve tote e# seats beldHging to^the domain, 
whvefa are found vacant, eiohef in^ this city, or bo- 
twigbss. or villages, already os^iafcKif^ed^ o)t which 
«ay be estaMished, shall be sold for ready money, 
widb aA the fermaKties pfefiicribed ii^ article thB 
twenty-fourth, and others, which concera Ifee efdb 

VOL.11. as? 
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35. The owners of lots or places, whidi have been 
divided, as well ihose in front, as towards the N. 
K and S. W. extremities, N. E. and S. W. shall^ 
within three months, present to the intendancy the 
titles which they have obtained ; to the end that, in 
examining the same, if any essential thif^ is found 
wanting, it maybe supplied, and they assured of their 
property in a legal way. 

36. The same thing must be done before the sub- 
delegates of Mobile and Pensacola, for those who 
have obtained grants for lots in these respective es- 
tablishments^ to the end that this intendancy, being 
instructed thereon, may order what it shall judge 
most convenient to indemnify the royal treamiry^ 
without doing wronp to the owner a 

37. In the office of the comptroller, contadoria of 
the army, or chambers of accounts of this province, 
and other boards under the jurisdiction of this int^i* 
dancy, an account shall be kept of ^e amount of 
sales or grants of lands, to instruct his majesty every 
year what this branch of the royal revenue produces, 
according as it is ordered in the diirteenth article 
of the oi^inance of the king, of die 15th of October, 
1754. 

38. The commandants, or syndics, in their re- 
spective districts, are charged with the collection of 
the amount of the taxes or rents laid on laiids; for 
this purpose the papers and necessary documents 
are to be sent to them ; and they ought to forward 
annually, to the general treasury, the sums they 
have collected, to the end that acquittances, clothed 
with the usual formalities of law, may be delivered 
to them. 

Qayoso now received and executed a commissiom, 
of judge of residence of his predecessor. One act 
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of the Baron's administration was deemed repre- 
hensible. He had been deluded, by an excess of 
zeai for what he conceived to be the public good, 
to take upon himself the responsibility of condemn* 
mg to death a slave, who had killed hi« overseer. 
The fact was proven, but Yidal, the assessor of goV* 
emment, conceived that the circumstances, which 
attended it, did not brii^ the tsse under any law au* 
thorising a sentence of death, and had recommended 
a milder ona At the solicitation of a number of re* 
spectable planters, aiwl of the owner of the slave, 
Marigny de Mandeville, a knight of Sc Louis and 
colonel of the mihtia, who represented to the Baron 
that an example was absolutely necessary, especially 
so soon after the late insurrection, he isregarded the 
opinion of his legal adviser and ordered the execution 
of the slave. It was thought the life of a human being, 
although a slave, ought not to depend on the opinion 
of a man, in any case where its sacrifice was not ex* 

Siressly ordered by law. A fine ot five hundred dol* 
ars was paid by the Baron. 

Don Francisco de Bouligny, who had succe< ded 
Piernas in the command of the regiment of Louism^ 
na, died and was succeeded by colonel HowaroL' 

The Marquis de Somernelos, succeeded the 
Count de Santa Clara, as captain-general o the 
island of Cuba, and the provinces of Louisiana 
and East and West Florida. The Marquis retain* 
ed this oftce until the cession. 
' The increase of the commerce of the United-States 
with New-Orleans, induced the appointment of a 
tousul there, and the President commissioned Evan 
Jones as sue h. 

The post of New-Madrid was this year annexed 
to Upper*Lotti6iana. . 
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^ityfM died en tlie liSifa Ja]jr, lA km fortj-mghtfe 
yeac Don Mfiri^ Vidbi, ibe lientenant-governor^ 
]^0w acted as oivH govemer of the mo. prc^rineest 
and the captain^geiieral. on heamg. of Gayaao^ 
death, aent over die Marquis de CaaaHCalvo, toacir 
as military goyei»si;« 

DcHi Ramon, ife Lopes y AngKlh>, a knight pen?*, 
akmer of the nyfai and t^siimffmehed order of Charles 
HL who had b^n. appointed intendant of the proTin*-. 
ees of Loui«ai»L and WestrFiorida^ arriyed at New*. 
Orleans in the latter part of the yew. 

A report nade by Don Carlos DehankD^assus^ 
«ommajidlmt general of Upper-liiouisiane, presents 
^iB fi^Uowing nesult on the last day ofi this year. 

CJENSOa 

St boois, 93S 

Camadetet, ISi 

^ StCharfes^ 675 

St Fernando, S76 

Marais des liards, 976 

Maramec, * 115 

Si Andrew, 993 

St Genevieve, 940 

New-Bourbon^ HGO 

Cape Gicardean, SHI 

New-Madrid, 78S 

Little Meadows, 49 

6038 
Hie white popuIati<m was 4^46 souk; the free 

coloured 197; that of slav^ 883. 

Daring tUs year tbere were 34 marriages, 191 

births, and 52 deaths. 

There were in die difierent settlements, 7960 

head of homed cattle, and 1763 borsea. 
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The eMfHsratiowled lo 86,3^ miaote'of wImM^ 
84,594 of Indkn com, aod 28fiSmh&, of toboceok . 

The exports to New-Orleans, consisted ofi 

Jt?^ bundlesofdter8kiiia»at404 fSM^O 

8 do. bearskins, at 33, 9M 

18 do. bufiak>robe8y«ta0t £(4# 

360 qumtds of load, atC» fUm 

aO d»i ftw, at 3^ 6» 



1349 <|iiintate of lead were exported to the United 
Slates, by the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tetmeiseer 
firers. 

One thousand bushels- of salt were maiia yBWbf 

Tbe United-States had bf^n induoed^ tnr the emy' 
doct: of France and Spain^ to make wariflce pnepa- 
rations *; both of those powers having^ committed 
spoliations on their trade, and the latter (in violaftion^ 
oi her treaty, as the United-State» considered it) 
having ceased to allow their citizens a place of de- 
posit in New-Orleans. General Washington had 
accepted the chief comm^id of the armies of his 
country, but had stipulated that he sboukl not be 
called on lo take tbe ^Id, until his presence became 
absolutely, necessary ; and in the meanwhile the sh« 
pertntettdancie <^ the forces had been committed to 
generals Hamillcta and Ptnkney. The agency of the 
former had been extended to all the western army^ 
exoe«^t that pari which might be within the states of 
K^^ntucky smd Tennessee; and it was deeoned that 
Wilkinson's presence at his bead-quarters was indifiM 
pensable to a fall and sauR&ctory discussion cimRt^ 
ters rdatiiig to a section of cotintry, with many of the 
moi^ impofftaRt transaetkmB of which be had bMoot 
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in smne way or other, conoertiecl. He accordingly 
descended the Mississippi, and took shipping for 
New- York. 

Government had determined on a mode of redress^ 
ofwhich the conception was as bold as its execution 
was difficult. This was nothing less than the acqui- 
sition of New-Orleans, which appeared calculated to 
indemnify the United-States for their lossf^s, and ap- 
pease the fears of the western people. The success 
of the enterprise depended almost entirely on its be- 
ing conducted in such a way as not to awake the 
suspicions of Spain. The differences with France 
offered a cover for the real design. Twelve regi- 
ments were this year added to the army, to serve 
during the continuance of the differences. Three of 
these regiments were ordered to the mouth of the 
Ohio, and to keep their boats in constant readiness. 
The assent of congress was to be asked at their next 
meeting. 

General Washington died on the fourteenth of 
December. 

The ordinary alcades for the year 1800, vwre 
Perez and Poyfarre. 

Application having been made to Don Henry 
Peyroux, the commandant at New-Madrid, for the 
purchase of several very large tracts of land, parti- 
cularly one of one hundred thousand acres, he con- 
sulted Lopez, the new intendant, who refused his 
assent, being of opinion that it never was the inten- 
tion of die king to dispose of the vacant lands, in 
quantities so large. He admitted the new regulations 
were made with a view to the^afe of lands; but they 
were to be disposed of in compliance with the pre- 
vious formalities, and a r^nrence to the abtliues and 
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forces of the parties desirous of purchasing; because 
it would not ba Just that, for a small consideration, 
one or more speculators should engross a vast ex- 
tent of land, to the prejudice of others who came to 
settle, who would consequently find themselves dri- 
ven to purchase those lands which they might have 
gratuitously, or at any rate at a low price. 

The culture of the cane requiring ad additional 
number of hands, the colonial government, in the 
beginning of November, at the solicitation of the 
cabildo, issued , a proclamation, suspending, until 
the pleasure of the king should be known, the exist- 
ing prohibition of the introduction of African ne- 
groes. 

On the seventh of May, the north-western territo^ 
ry of the United-States was divided: the western 
part of it was. erected into a distinct government, 
under a form similar to that established by the ordi- 
nance of 1787. It was called the Indiana territcnry. 

The marked determination of the people of the 
United-States not to re-elect the president, induced 
him to abandon the plan he had formed for the sei- 
zure of New-Orleans. 

By the third article of a treaty concluded at St. 
Ddefonso on the first of October of this year, between 
the Catholic king and the firstconsul of the French 
republic, the former promised and engaged on his 
part, to cede to the French republic, six months after 
the foil and entire execution of theorMiditions therein 
stipulated, in relation to the duke of Parma, the 
colony and province of Louisiana, with the same 
extent that it then had in the hands of Spain, ami 
that it had when France possessed it, and such as it 
diould be after the treaties subsequently entered into 
between Spain and other powers. 
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FofstaJl ttiid ChuMTgnes wwe tlie oriiMry alcodw 
jbr the year 18dl and 1803. 

Den ]>>m€niqtie Bouligny l»^ Ms seat in the ea» 
hildo as a perp^oal regidor. 

Tiie kfog having diiMipfpr(yf«i} of ike suppression 
ef the rigbt of deposit in New^Orieans^ aBowsd to 
citizens of the UniCed Stales, i^ght was now re* 
stored to^thein. 

The si^pension of the pfobtbition of the iiKroduG* 
lion of Guinea n^x^es, met with the king's ap*- 
probatkMi^ and he diecreed it to eontimi« tmtil be 
gave order to the contrary. 

On the twenty-first of March, the eession s€ Lou* 
isiana to France was effected. Buonaparte UsKili 
iaimediate measones to possess hinKielf of his aoqui- 
sttion. An immense body of troops was destined to 
thjs service. A form of government was adopted 
for the province^ Victor was appointed captain*^;0^ 
neral, Lanssat colonial prefet, and Aymeobisf,^ 
tice. 

By a royal schedule of the tenth of May, ^km king 
ga¥e his assent to the proposition of the Baron de 
Carondelet, that three hundred toises of the commodi 
behind the ciiy and near the foniieations, w%icb in 
&eir then situation produced nothii^, behig co^vered 
wkh water durnig one balf of the year, should be 
divided into lots of seventy toises in front, and one 
hundred and forty ift depth, and let out for a mode« 
fate rent to^ s»cb inhabitun^ ei the efty as might 
w«sb to occupy them as gardens, aod the money thui 
raised applied to- the K^ing c£ the city, so that in 
the course of a^few years tbe whole ground could 
by tillage be raised abov^ the level of £e vmter, imd 
the oecupiep of these lots draining Aem by tt'Wichefll 
into the canal Carondelet^ would pu4r an end te^ the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



801] THE WINTH. 177 

putrid fevers cxicasiaticjd by the stagnation of water 
m pottds near the city, which was the cause of much 
mortality. " » ' 

Tht)mas Jefferson succeeded John Adams in the 

Presidency of the United»-Slates, on the fourth of 
larch* 

The difierences that had prevailed ^between the 
United-States ^d the French republic, were Jtermi- 
nated Kya treaty Entered into at Psiris^ and ratified 
on th^firsf day rf June. * ^ - 



Toi- n- 23 
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CHAPTER X. 



Don Jtten M. de SaU^da — Treaties wi&i the Chic- 
kasafts and Ckoctaws-^Don Cm'Ios die Jeien-^ 
tiot^l schedule — The land qffiee shut-^The de- 
pesit disallowed — The sl^te of OMo-^Thedtpo^ 
sit partially restoned^^Form of gowmment — 
Laussat^his proclamation^^AddreSsofthe inha^ 
bHants — Tlie Marq^^is de Casa Calvo — Cdm- 
missioners^ proclanmtion^Cession of Louisiana 
lathe United States-^Possessi&n delivered to the 
commissioner of Frafuce^^His proclamation'^^ 
Municipal body — Claiborne and WUkiMon re- 
ceive possession for the United States. 

Don Juan Manuel de Salcedo, a brigadier-ge- 
neral oHhe royal armies, arrived towards the middle 
of June, with a eommission of governor of (he pro- 
vinces of Louimariai ' and West-Florida, and the 
Marquis de ©asa-Calva sailed for Havana. - 

Daniel Clark, a citizen of the United-States, re- 
siding in New-Orleans,* was appointed consul of 
"these states in said city. ^ • ' 

Lopez sailed for Spain, and the duties^of his office 
were provisionally performed by Morale^, the con- 
tador. " ' 

The Mississippi teititory'was separated from the 
United States, by lands bel6nging tolndians^ through 
ivhich travelling was often dif&Tiult^ a remedy was 
aov^apphed to thi^evfH * 
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On tfie , twenCy-fourth of October, a treaty was 
Concluded on tha Chickasaw Bluffs, between the 
United-States and the Chickasaw nation of Indians^ 
by which the latter permitted -the Tormer to lay out, 
open, a'nd make a convenient <vaggon-road through 
the Indian land, between the settlements of Miro dis- 
trict, in the state of Tennessee, and those of Natchez 
in the Mississippi -territory ; and it was provided,^.hat 
the necessary ferries over the water courses crossed 
by the rc^d, should be deemed the property of the 
Indians. 

On ^e seventeenth day of De<iember, another 
treaty 'was concluded at :Fortr Adams, on the Missis- 
sippi, between the United -States and the Choctaw 
nation of Indians, l^ which the latter gave, their 
consent that a con venient-and, durable .waggoii road 
might be explored, marked^ ppened,. and made thjr^' 
dieinland, to commence at the north- western extremis 
ty of the Mississippi territory, a^id extend to the land 
of the Chi^kasaVvs. The Ciioctaws agreed that tho^ 
old boundary lirie^ heretofore established by the offi- 
cers of the king of Great-Britain and the Choctaw 
nation, which runs^ in a parallel direction with the 
Mississippi river e^tstward, should be retraced and 
plainly niarked, and belield ever after as the boun- 
dary between the settlements of the Mississippi 
territory and the Choctaw nation. The Choctaws 
relinquished tp the United-States all their rights to 
the land between this line and the Mississippi, 
bounded on the south by^ the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude, and on the nonh by the river Yazoo,, 
where the-line shall strike the stream. TheUnited^ 
States engaged that all persons who might settle b,e- 
yond this Hne, should be removed within it, on the 
side towards the Mississippi^ together with th^ir 
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slaves, hoosehoM furnitare, tools, slock, and mate^ 
rials,, and their cabins or houses demolished.: 

- On the twenty-fifth of March, 1802, a definitive 
treaty of peace, between Spain, France^ and Great-^^ 
Britain, was signed at Amiens. 

Don Carlos de Jaen came over" with and executed 
a commission of jud^ of residence of Miro. 

By a roy&l schedule of th 3 eleventh of June, the 
contribution to be paid on legacies, devises^ and suc^ 
cessions ab' intestato^ in favour of relatives apd rela« 
tions of deceased persons or strangers, was reduced , 
io and fixe4l at four per cent. Ttrat on legacies or 
devises to a husband or wife, at one half of one per 
eetiU Tifiis charge, t^owever, wais not to extend to 
estates of less than two thousand dollars, nor to be- 
qfiests for the benefit of the soul of the deceased. 

The Baron de Ba^rop having ceded to Moor«- 
house, a citizen of the United'^States, a part of ^e 
grant he had obtained from the Baron de Caronde- 
let, in 1796, on the WasRila^ the king disapproved 
of this arrai^ement, and by a rojsdschedule^of the 
eighteenth of July, forbade the grant of any land in 
Louisiana to a citizen of the United-States. 

Serano, the assessor of the intradancy, died on 
the first of December. Morales, in consequence of 
ibis event, and of the -absence of a l^al charac^r 
to supply his place, closed the tribunal^of affairs and 
causes relating to ^nts and compositions of royal 
lands, the ordinance for die intendants of New 
Spain, providing^ that for conducting the afiairs of dmt 
tribunal and substantiating its ac^, there should be 
the concurrence of such a character. 

Ipuring tlie last quarter of this year, citizens ofthe 
Vnited-Stat^ were not allowed the right cf a dep«ir 
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sit in or near New-Orleftni^ and the ifAportation of 
goods in Ainerican bottoms was liot permitted. 

Lopez, having lost the office of interidaiit by the 
cession of Louisiana ' to France, was appointed con- 
sul-general of 5^pain at New-Orieahs, and embarited 
on board of a vessel for that city, but died on the 
passage. 

On the twenty-ninth of November, the people of 
the E. division of the N. W. territory of the United- 
Stajes, became a state under the name of the state 
of ^^^^5 heing the seventeenth. *. 

Forstall and Lanusse were the ordinary alcade* 
during the year 1803... 

Towards the latter part of January, Moralll issu- 
ed a proclamation, allowing the importation of fleur 
and provisions frohi the United States, on payment 
of a duty^of §ix per cenj. subj^t to exportation in 
Spanish bottoms only. \ 

On the first of March, ihe king disapproved of the 
order of Morales, prohibiting the introduction and 
deposit of goods, wares, jmd merchandize, from the 
United"* States, in the port of New-OTteans; and 
ordered that the Urilled States should continue W 
enjoy their right of deposit in New-Cfrlear^, without " 
prejudice ^f his to substitute som^ othei* spot 
on the banks of the Mississippi. 

By an act of congress of the ninth of February, 
, provision wag; mnde fojp granting; licenses, the 
custom-house at Fort- Adams, to* vessels owned by 
citizens of the ^ited States, lying on the Mississip- 
pi^, below the thirty-first degree of northern* lisiti- 
tude. 

(General Victor had been appointed, by the first 
eonsuJ, commissioner for^ receiving possession of the 
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province of lx>uisiana, ^mcl his arrival being daily 
expected, the cabildo, on the twenty-third of March, 
1805, caused the supply of meat for the French 
troops accompanying him, to be put ^t auction to the 
lowest bidder, With the exclusive right of supplying 
the inhabitants of the city. The contractor w^s re- 
quired to keep constantly a stock of at least one 
thousand head of cattle in Or near the city of New- 
Orleans. ^ 

A vessel, arriving from Havre-de-Grace, on th* 
Ibllowing ddy, brought the baggage of Laussat, .the 
colonial prefect, who was preceding the captain- 
general, with a special mission, for the purpose of 
providing whatever might be necessary on the arrival 
of the Ytoops, and making arrangements for the esta- 
blishment of the government:of the j-epul^*. 

By this vessel the people of Louisiana were in- 
formed of the form pf government proyide^ for the 
pravmco by its new master. 

Its princtpal officers were a, captain-general, a co- 
lonial prefet, and a commissary of justice. 

The captain-general was. commander in chief of 
the land and n^val forces, and had the care 'of the 
exterior and interior defence ^f the colony. He 
provisorily tnled the' vacancies in military office, 
according to the order of advancement, a^far as the 
grade of chief of division or squadron, andpropo- 
sed to the minister proper persons to fill highef 
gradfi^ He delivered passports, regulated the bear- 
ing of arms, and Corresponded with the governors 
of other cofonies, whether belonging to allies, neu^ 
trals,* or enemies. With the colonftil prefect, he re- 
gulated the works to be done on the fortifications, 
and the new roads to be opened; and finally exgr- 
cised all poiiers formerly granted to gaveisnors«* 
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general. He was forbidden to interfere with the 
attributions of the colonial jgrefect or conunissary of 
justice; but was authorised to require from either of 
them information oh any m»tter relative <o the ser- 
vice. Power was grven him to siispeod provisorily 
the execution of laivs, in whole or 4n part, on bis re- 
sponsibiUty, after having consulted the colonial pre- 
fect, qr the commissary of justi(jp, according to the 
nature of the ease. 

Copies of every deliberation were to be sent yearly^ 
to the ininister. 

Vacant lands were, to be granted by the captain- 
general and colonial prefect; but in case of disagree*- 
ment the opinion of the former was to prevail. 

Vacancies in the departments bf the colonial pre- 
fect and comtnissd?y of justice, were to be fille^by^ 
the captain-general on their nomination; but fto ap-* 
pointment \^as final until confirmed by the first con* 
suL "* * 

In case of 'the absence of the iaptain-general, he 
was to bejrepresentedjby the colonial prefect, qr by 
the highest nfilitary umcer,. 

The colonial prefect'^ ff^vers fjxtended to the 
administration of the finances, jhe general account- 
ability and destination of all bfficers of admniistra- 
tion. Bte was exclusively cfeargcd with the police 
of the colony, includihg all that related to taxes^ 
receipts and expenditures, the ciistom-house, the 
pay of the troop's, the public stores,^ agricuhure, na- 
vigation, commerce, the' census, the suppression of 
contraband trad% the police of siaves, highways, 
levees, public instruction and worship, the press, , 
a^d generally all the powers formerly exercised by. 
intendants, commissaries-general, and ordonnatcurs. 
In the aFisessment of taxes he was to consult three 
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merchants and three planters. In case of absence, 
he was to be represented by the office of adminis- 
tration next in rank. , 

The commissary of»jii8tice had the superinten- 
dence of all conrls of Justice and their ministerial 
officers: he was to have an eye4o tbelregolar admi-^ 
nistration of juatic^ the safety and salubrity ofgaolft, 
as wetl as the coniluct of officers and clerk;. He 
might preside and vote in any court of justice. 
He was to "require monthly statements from the 
president and clerk of each court, of every case tried, 
and communicate it to the captain-general. He i^as 
authorised to make rule^ for the administration of 
justice, a!id^ with the consent of the.captain-general, 
order them to be'ol>s^rved. Agents of government 
wefe not suable for anyniatter Mathig to their offi- 
cers, ftor any citizen in the public service arrested 
without his^f, imd he was to give an account of 
his proceeding in this respect to the minister^ He 
WHS to prepare a civil and f^riminat codt^ and subniit 
' it to the caj)tain-general and cdonial pre%?i for thmr . 
exalfnination, and transmit it, with the^rocess verbal 
of their deliberations tmreon, to th^ minister. He 
had the pjcJice of vagrants. 

In the latter part 6r the monA, notice reached 
New*Orleahs, of the : atiivat, at the Balize, of a 
French natfooal brig, having on board Laussat^ the 
colonial prefect Salcedo immediately dispatched a 
captain and a lieutenaiii of infantry in the govern* 
ment barge^ tod Morales, an officer of administra- 
tion, in that of the eustom-house, . to meet and con- 
gratulate the representative of the French republia 
Laussat camemp in tlie government barge, landedtfit 
the levee on the twenty-sixth, and was immediately 
conducted to the govornment-house, where Salcedo 
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and Morales, surrounded by ibe staflTof the garrison 
and arnay^ tbeofficersof the militia, and the head of 
the clergy, were assembled for his reeeption. 

In this interview Laussat announced the fixed 
determination of the French goveromenMo . promote 
the prosperity of the iDolony, to cause order to pre- 
vail in it, to maintain its laws, to respect the treaties 
with Indian nations, and protect the exereise of pub- 
lic worship without any change therein. He^ added 
that the captain-generaj and troops, who had left 
Holland,.as he believed, in the latter end of January, 
would probably arrive here towards |he pdiddle of 
Afml. . - 

A few days afterwards, he issued a proclamation 
in the name of the French republic. 

This document begins by statir^ that the separa^ 
tion of Louisiana from France mairked ia the annals 
of the latter one of the most shameful eras under 
xa weak atid t^orrupt government, after an ignomini-* 
ous war and dishonorable peace. With 4his unna- 
tural abandonment by the mother country, the love, 
loyalty, and heroic courage of the people of Louisi- 
ana formed a noble contrast, wtth which every heart 
in France was now moved, and would 4ong preserve 
the remembrance of The Trench still remembered 
that a portion of the inhabitants of Louisiana were 
dieir descendants, with the same blood running in 
their veins. As soon as France, by a prodigious 
succession of triumphs, in the late revolution^ had 
recovered her own freedom and glory, she turned 
. her eyes towards Louisiana, the retrocession of 
which signalized her first peace. But the period 
was not yet arrived — h was necessary that a man^ 
who is a sti^nger to nothing that is national, great, 
.magnanimous or just; who, to the most distinguish- 

VOL. Ill 24 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



186 cMArraa ^isos 

ed talent for eonqneping, adds the rare one of obiainh 
ing for his conquests the happiest results, and by 
the ascendancy of his character, at once strikes ter- 
ror to his eneimesi, and inspires his allies with oonfi- - 
dence— -whose expansive mind discovered at once 
the true interests of his country, nnd was bent on 
restoring to France her pristine grandeur and her 
lost possessions— should accomplish this important 
work. 

This man, said the prefect, presides brer die des- 
tinies of France^md Louisiana, to insure their felicity. 
In the latter nothing more was necessai^ than to 
improve the bounti^ of which nature had be^i so 
prodigal towards her. / 

He observed it was th(^ intuition of government 
to do this-«^to live in peace and.amt^ with the neigh- 
bouring Indian^ and protect the commerce ^ the 
colony; encourage its agrk^ulture, people its deserts, 
promote labour and industry, respect jJroperty; opi- 
nions, and habits, protect pObUc Worship, preserve 
the empire oS the laws,'amend themirfowly and with 
the light of experience only, maintain a regular po- 
lice, introduce, permanent order aiid economy in 
every branch ' of administration, tighten the bondd 
which a common origin and a similarity of jnanners 
had already established between thotJolony and the 
mother country, was the honorable object Of tte 
mission of the c&ptam-getieral, colonial prefect, and 
commissary of juijtice^ sent by the.first consul. 

After a short eulogy of the two high magistrates 
with whom be was associated, and of the officers 
who had hilherto governed the colony under the 
authority of Spain, whom he^said the former would 
endeavour to imitate, he concluded wj^ an assure 
ance that the devotion of the people of Louiwtm 
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te the French refmblic, their gratitude to those by 
whom they were re-united to it^ and the spectacle of 
their prosperity, were the rewards which he aspired 
to, and should endeavour to desej^ve by aze^ which 
would knowDo Umits but the fiilfillment of his du- 
ties. 

In an address, which was preseitted to him a few 
days afterwards; subscribed by a considerable num- 
ber of the n^ost respectable planters and merchants^ 
assurance was given him that France had done jus- 
tice to the sentiments of tbe people of Louisiana, in 
giving them credit for die attaefamefnt diey had pre- 
serve for her. Thirty-four years of foreign domin- 
ation had not extinguished or even diminished in 
tfi< ir hearts the sacred love of their country; and 
^t^f joy on returning under her banper, jeould only 
be equalled by the grief which they had felt on See- 
ing it lowered in tbe midst of them. They were 
happy in having lived long enough to witness the 
reunion of the colony to France— an event which 
they had never deased to desire^ and which now 
gratified their utmost wishes. 

They added (hat in an age sofrtii^l in astonishing 
events, greater, more important and memorable had 
occurred, but none in its history could present a more 
affocting and interesting spectacle than that of victo- 
rious &nd triumphant France holding out a protect- 
ing hand to children heretofore cast out from her 
bosom, by a weak and vadHadng government, and 
calling them to a share in the fruits of a glorious 
peace, terminating in the most brilliant manner a 
bloody and terrible revolution. 

They observed that the prefect had signalised the 
return of the Frenqh government, by bearing ah 
authentic testimony of its beneficent views. His 
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proclamation had filled the people with^ gratitude for 
Its parental care, and Uiey already felt the happiness 
of their union with the French republic. The happy 
selecuod of some of her most virtuous citizens to 
govern them, and her choicest troops to protect them, 
were sure pledges of tfieir future happiness and jwo^ 
sperity. They offered in return their love and obe* 
dience, and swore to^endeavour to prove themselves 
worthy of the title^of French citizens. 

The answer cencktdes by expressing the belief 
that France would attach less value 4o ti^ assurance 
the people of Louisiana gave of their loyahy and 
fidelity, if they did npt, at the same time, manifest 
some regretatthed«Bolutioaof th^nr alliance to a 
sovekrei^ who had heaped on them his choicest fa-* 
vours, during t^m time they had Uyed under him. 
Thfy protested that their hearts entertained no such 
guilty indifference; Uieir grief, <^n separating from, 
him, was mingled with joy on recovering their coun*^ 
try ; and they would prove themselves^worthy mem- 
bers of the French rrepublic, in preserving duiii^ 
their lives the .remembrance of his paternal car^ ^ 

The Marquis d*eCSasa;Calvo, vvbo had acted as 
military governor after the death of Gayoso, arrived 
from the Havana on the Jtenth of April, having been 
joined to Salcedoin a commission for the delivery of 
possession of the province to the commissioniers of 
France. On the eigfateenlh of May, Saleedo and he 
issued a proclamation, announcing the intentkm of 
their sovereign to surrender the province to the 
French repuUio, and that his majesty^ retaining the 
s^me affection as ever for the iidiabitants of the pro* 
vince, and desiring to continue to them ^e same 

Protection which he had hitherto extendi to theoo^ 
ad determined 
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1. That the cession of the coFony and island of 
New-Orleans should be on the same terms as that of 
his Mdst Christian to his Catholic majesty; and 
consequently the limits on both sides of the river St 
Xx>uis, or Mississippi, should continue as they re- 

' mained by the fiftti article of the definitive treaty of 

peace concluded at Paris on the tenth of December, 

. 1703; and accordingly, the settlements fi'om the 

* bayou Manchac, as iir as the line which separated 
the dominions of Spain and thosse of the United-* 
States, should remain a part of the monarchy of 
Spain and be annexed lothe.province of WestFlo^ 
rida. * 

2. Every individual^ employed in any branch of 
the king's service, and wishing ta remain under his 
government, might proceed ta Havana or any other 
part of bis dominions, unless he preferred entdKng 
into tbe service of tlie French republic, which he 
might do: but if l^y just reason prevented his im- 
mediate departure, «he might ui^e it in proper time. 

3. The king's generosity induced bim to continue 
lo widows ami others their respfC|ive provisions^ 
and he would make known,>in d^ time^ in what 
manner he wished they should avail tbeniselves of 
this favour, 

4. He declared his expectation, fr6m ihe sincere' 
> friendship and alliance which existed between him 

and the French republic, that orders would be given 
to the governors and other officers employed by 
Franc^ in Louisiana, that the clergy^ and reli^us 
institutions should be permitted to remain indicdis- 
charge of their offices, within their respective cura- 
cies and minions, and enjoy their former- emolu- 
ments, privileges and exemptions — (hat the tribunals' 
established for, the administration of justice, and or- 
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dinary judges^ should be allowed to continue to ad- 
minister ii:according to the former laws and usages 
of the pr6viiice-— the inhabitants maintained in the 
peaceable possession of their property, and all grants 
made to them by the former governors confirmed^ 
^ven when not finally ratified by the king^-and. 
finally, that the French government should continue 
to the people of Louisianlt the fiivour and protection 
ihey had ei^yed under Spaiu. 

Every thmg seemed now ready, and the arrival of 
Victor, the commissioner of France for receiving 
possession, wa» Jiourly expected— «very one had his 
tri-coloured cockade Yeady to be stuck in his hat as 
soon as the Spanish fiag was lowered and the French 
hoisted, when a vessel^ fimn Bordeaux brought ac- 
counts of the sale of the province, by Bonaparte^ to 
the United States^ 

By a treaty concluded at Paris on the thirtieth o£ 
April, the first ccmsul had ceded^ln the name of the 
republic, to^the United States, for evrr jand in full so- 
vereignty, the province of Louisiana, with all its 
rights and appuf;^tenancies in full, and jn the same 
manner as they had been acquired . by the repubfic 
from the Catholic king. 

"tt. In the cession are included the islands adjacent 
to Louisiana, ' all public lots and squares, vacant 
lands, and all public buildings, fortifications, bar- 
racks, and other edifices, wiiich are not private pro- 
perty« The archives, papers, and documents rela- 
tive to the domains and sovereignty of the province, 
are to be left in the possession of the commissioners 
of the United States, and copies given afierwards in 
due form to magistrates and principal officers, of 
such papers and documents as may be necessary to 
them. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



180S] THE.TENTH. 191 

3. I^ ^^ provided that the inhabitants of t)ie ceded 
territory shall he incorporated into the union of the - 
United States, and admitted as soon as possible, ac* 
<^ording to the principles of the federal constitution, 
to the enjoyment of all the advantages and immuni- 
ties of citizens of the United States;, and in the mean 
time be unrestrained and protected in the free enjoy- 
ment of their liberty, property^ and the religion 
which they possess. 

4. The government of France is to send a com- 
piissioner to Louisiana, to the end that he may do 
>11 acts necessary to receive possession of the coun* 

try and its dependencies, from the officers of Spain^ 
in the name of the French republic, and deliver it 
over to the commissioners or dgents of the United 
States. * / 

5. Immediately after the nitification cf the treaty, 
by the president of the United States, in case^that of 
die first cohsul shaH have been obtained, the com- 
missioner of the t^'rench republic sh^JI. surrender all 
militar}^posts in New-Orl^ns, and in the rest of the 
ceded territory; to the commissioners of the United ' 
States, and the troops of France are te be withdrawn. 

6. The United States promise to execute all trea- 
. ties entered into by Spam with the In(|ians^ 

% French vessels coming directly froip France or 
her .colonies, loaded only with the produce or manu- 
fectures of France or her colonies ;^ atjd those of 
Spain, coming directly Trom the peninsula or her 
colonies, loaded only with the prqdjice or tnanufac-^ 
tures of Spain or her colonies, are'^to be admitted, 
during twelve years, into the ports of tfie ceded ter* 
ritory, in the same manner as vessels of the United 
States coming directly from France, Spain, or any of 
their colonies, without paying any higher duty, on 
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lonnQge or merchandiBe dif n citizens of the United 
States. During these twelve years, no other nation 
shatl enjoy the same advantagets. 

8. Afterwards and forever, French vessels are U> 
be treated upon the footing of the most fiivored na- 
tions, in diese ports. 

By two separate conventions of the same date, the 
United States engaged to pay sixty millions of francs^ 
to France, and discharge certain claims of their citi- 
zens on that power. A stock of eleven millions, two 
hundred an4 fifty thousand dollars^ was created, 
bearing interest at six per cent, payable in London, 
Amsterdam, or J?aris ; the prjncipal to be reimbursed 
at their treasury in annual instalments of not less than 
three millions, the first of which was to be paid fif- 
teen years after the ^exchange of the ratifications: 
The French government promised, if disposed to 
sell the stock, to do so to the United States, on the 
Jbest terms. The value of the doUfir of the United 
States was fixed ^t five livres'eifiht sous. 

The Catholic, king made a solemn protest, onbe^ 
ing informed of the sale of Loqisiana by the first 
consul ; and his .minister at Washington-eity sent to 
the department of state a representation on the de- 
fects Avbich, in the opinion of the cabinet of IM^rid, 
impaired the alienadon ; dd^Kng the motives which 
had induced his sovereign to protest against it — thc^ 
principal of which was, that France had promised 
never to alienate the ceded tfertitory. After this re- 
presentation, qn opinion prevailed, both in Europe 
and Amerlqa, that' the king had given, or would give^ 
orders to prevent the delivery of the province to the 
French. The minister of the United Stattes at .Ma- 
drid, was therefore instructed to ascertain whether 
there WJ01S any ground for the rumour. 
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Iq ihe^momli <>f June, th^ SptEm^ nuns in the 
Qonveiil of the Ursotiiies, unwilKng to live under the 
g0T«n'ninent of the French r^ublio, sailed t^ Hava^ 
jM, where the government. gave theip a bousQ, and 
Ihey established a eonvent of their order^ 

OoQgretti^ on the last day ^ October, authonged 
the president of die United States to take possession 
i>f the ceded tQil^itoryi and in order to maintain 
Aerein the autliority of the IXnlt^ States, to employ 
Moh a part of thi^ navy and^my^f the union, and 
(&f the milttia of th^nei^hboring ^tates'an^ territory, 
a» he might deem nee^insary^. fii the jnean while all 
the iHiUtary, divil aitd judicial powers, exercised by 
the existing govemine»t, wepe to be Vested* in such 
person ojf pereons, an^ td be^^reistd- in. such a 
maimer, as the president of the United StatErarshould 
dHirect, for the mainteeanee atid protection of tfie 
inhabitants of Louisiana, in their liberty, property, 
ipid the religion which they professed. 

The President of the United States appointed, ao- 
cordingly, governiDr Claiborne, of the Mississippi 
territory, and general Wificin^v<^n^^^*^io')ers for 
veceiving^ posseaisictti of the ceded -territory from the 
commissioner of France; and he^ve to the former 
a commission, authorising him proviso^^ly to exer- 
cise, within th^ ceded territory, all the powers with 
which the Spanish governor-^eoeral and intendant ' 
were cloathed, exc^t that of granting lands. . 

In the meanwhtie, the'first consuHiad, 6n the sixth 
of June, appointed Laussat commissioner on the 
part of Franee, to receive possession of the province 
from th6se of Spain, and deliver it tp those'of the 
Unit^ States. 
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Oil Wednesday, Ihe^ thinieth <^ NoifE^shar, the 
Spanish colours were displayed from a lofty flag 
sUkS, tn. the centreof the public square. At nooii^ 
the Spanish raiment . of Louisiana was^ -drawn out, 
with a company of Mexican dragoons on the right, 
and the militia of the city on the left. The commis- 
sioners of Spain proceeded to the i)ity-hall, where 
the commissioner of France came soon after. Hir 
produced to them an order from t|^ king yf Spain 
ftr the deliv^y of the province, ai>d the powers. <^ 
the 4rst consnl to rec$4ye it ; .whereufKxn Saloedo 
immediately handed nimthe kfiysof New-Orleang, 
and the Marqjiis de Cosa Calvo declared that suqh 
of his majesty's subjects in Louisjafia as made it 
their election to live under tluvauthority.ofthe French 
republic^ were absolved ^om' their oath of fidelit|r 
and sdl^vanee to the crown of Spain. A r^^cord 
was made of tb^se proceedings, and the thr«ie com* 
missioners walked to the mayi balcony, when the 
* Spanish flag was«qluted by adischs^ge of artillery 
on its descent, and that of the French republic 
greeted in the same manner, on itsascwt 

Thus ended the government of Spain in Louisi- 
ana, after the lapse of thirty-fonr years and a few 
months. 

In a proclamation, which Laussat issued immedi« 
ately afterward?^ he informed, the inhabi^nts that 
the mission which brought him among them, and on 
which he had buUt many fbud hopes^ and entertain- 
ed many honorable expectations for their welfai© 
and happmes^ was changed; arnl that of whidi^ he 
was now charged, though l«s gratifying to him, was 
equally flatteritTg, as it affbrdecf Mm tjie consolation 
that it was more advantageous to them. The flag of 
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the repabtie now dtsfi^ed, and Ae^ound of her 
cannon, announced the return of French domina- 
tion ; b«t it was for an instant only, as he wa& on the 
eve <rf delifering possession of the^ colony to the 
commissioners of the Uhi ted States. - 

He observed that tk^commencengtent of a war-un- 
der the ^ most "sanguinary auspices, carrying' terror 
into all'partjs ef the world, ITad iftdticed the French 
govern nient to turn its ?iews^ towards Louisiana: 
considerations <^ prudence and humanity, eonhected 
with^ vast and" permanent objects^ worthy of the genius 
who balanced the grand destinies of nations^ haVitig 
given a ifew direction tothefterffevolent intentions'of 
France towards <he cojony, it was ceded to the Uni^ 
ted States, and its inhabitants^ became the surest 
pledge of the iuoreasing^ friendship between the two 
republics. ^ ' . . • 

He drew theilr att^tion to that part ^flie treaty 
of cession, by which thek" incorporation into the 
union was sefcnred f and congraialated them on be- 
coming part of a nation already numerous' and pow* 
erfuK~a people renowned for their industry^ patriot* 
ii^fn, and enh^ened understanding. ^ 

He remarked that, however pure and benevolent 
the intentions of the modier country might be, the 
people of a distant colony were ever /exposed to tfie 
eujmlity andr malversations ot those who were sent 
to govern them. Distance affording the means of 
concealment, operated as ^ temptation, and often 
corrupted tfr^ mofet Virtuotss-r*while the nature of 
the government, under which they were about to pass, 
rendered rulers dependent on the will of tlie p^oj^ 
and connected thd^ political^ existence with puBlie 
rafirage. - " ■. 
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He reimtid^il (hem ^MH il* pM^od VMS tidt u..,...^ 
when Oiey woald adbfft «>fe«ai^ mt foicefmnnK fw 
tb^mselvest adapted to die maxniMs of Ae^lbderad 
cOtetftatioiH and mitad to ibeir.«iaaaer^' wi^ai) tuad 
localities. They iioald fed und i^preoiate w a 
&ingfdar attribiua of a free ccttiitimtiota> the invaiaa- 
We advantage of «ti:tmrigbt, TBipaHiaktnd ihottcra^ 
tiUe admiaistpatiofl ef Jusnee, >j|i wiueh die p&Uic 
aod iiivanM)ie £>i»»of prooeedh^ w«uU eewbine, 
Villh t^mond aad national cbMaeter of judges aad 
>irors, U> eiKHiM to dtooMoen seeunijr ferperaont attd 
inrei^erty. 

V Monopoly, he edded,^nt9K «- leas exdtiavev 19 
pecuiiai- to, and invariaMy -MiendaiM etn ccdcmid 
go.vfernmeHt) htttftom due fJnifcMUStMea dte people 
of liOtisiasaoiight to e*pject, at die-aatne time, pi^ 
tection ihunsncb abuses, by^dieiacultyof OKportHH^ 
freefi-ooid«(v,^(ei^ai!iicle«fnbeif' prodwse. The 
ports of the MississippS otight to be expeoM to hfr- 
c»fne*va5tpl^ee8t4'«^po^t,asihis]Nfite ofJlnenea, 
flowing h« dirottgh pki'cbed deserts bat aero* 4fer^ 
oh plains, weald ^navigttted-|^.ve8»{8 of att^ na- 
tions. ■ , '. .. 

' He expassed aAe|»<h«t, among diflferent flags, 
mt people of Lotikaana. would ever view that of 
FC&nce widi «0(»plaeefleyt as, m securii^ to hi» 
countiymen certain advantages, dutmg a liimted 
tone, m theit i««eleoarse widi die ceded countiw, 
die firtrt oonsul had a view to die i>enewa!,8treii«th. 
«jia& and pei»petitatiiig die ancient bonds lietween 
the FreiMsh of l^nope and those of LotuBiaI»^«^ 
»at Loaistanieiis .and' Frenchmen would never 
hereafter meei, in awf part of-die worW, widMrat 
mutually feelmg a tender emotion, and ^tcbt^ag 
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ftd.iiftoiioii9ier,«pi|cl|stiaii of bix]jdMrB««^^ ex^ 
|MiB88ive ^ Aeir ^^tin^ frieiidi^q;> liDd jdepeiidaDce 
on ffecipraoal kiad offices,' ! ^ 

<hi <he Mn9HB.4Ay<lti^. coital pref^ issuiea a 
imi»bOT ^ otbeir f»mclama:Moii$, in regard lo the 
goxenittMM cf the.proirfaicei^ th^ pirm^pM oC wfaidl 
vnm for ^be ^nibslkiHion of a miiii^i^^li^ ^ the ca- 
btldo. A mayor, t^va^sMJ^nts, -ttud j^ni iiieoibei8| 
coti6tHiitii^4be new l^pdy. The mayomhy was^iven 
tt> Bori: Dtestreban add SaR^wer^ 4i;is8ocicr(ed with 
biiii. The jaembeiiB weiSB^£A^^dai8v Petit Ga v^^Iiei^ 
Yillere, Jones, I«Wtier, Donakbon, FaurJe, AHiutl, 
Toreaud^and Watkina J^l^gay wa&seoffl^a^yaiid 
Ijafeatut tre^iaer. < 

By a special pmdaviaMiH the black eode,^ giyen 
by Loat&r the fifiaeoth ^ the proviivoe, excepting 
Mofa {mrtB 6f Jl as were inel^Dei^tentwisb tt^ coa* 
stitution Wd kiws of the Uniied Siateft, was^il^dared 
lobe in foree. - '- ■ , f - 

Thex^itizens of the United States in New-Ori?oiim 
abmu onebondred and twenty in i^iomber, fiinned 
tbemseires into a company of in&ntry, ond^JSajfiicfl 
Oiark, the consul, and offered*, iheir services to ihe 
colonial prafeex ior Ae prMervaltoit of ofder and 
tranquility; and, at bis request^ perforixied reguhlr 
duty until the^ commis^Moners c^ the United Bmm 
veiteived poasesBimi of die prDvince. 

' • fc' . . ^ 

* From the dtsposititm iuanifested *a few years, be* 
fore, i^ the cofoiaal go^^i^mnent, to n^i|ip06S£$Bsmi 
of ihe posts above the tfairty-^st degi::^e9 and the 
protest of the Catholic king, apprebcnsklis were 
entertained by ihegovernmcitit of the Unit^ii Stales 
dial ditfealues might arise. The presMent oaieved 
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assart of .the miH^ of the s^le^of Olno^Kentiiekjr, 
and Tennetsgee, to ^ heljl iH-readifies^ta march at a 
qipment^s .warning. The*iinlitary force in die west 
bad been assembled at Fort -Adams, and five hun- 
dred nSen of the-militiaiof- TennessiBe came as far as 
Natchez, underthe orders of colonel Dogherty. 

Oaibqrne had given orders jto the volunteer com- 
pany of horse^of the Mississippi territory, to prepaee 
to accompany^ him,, on the >enth of December. 

WilkiffBon who, sipc^iits return Ironv the Adanue 
stat^ had beeo employed, as a commisskmer in the 
treaties, lately entered into with theChoetaws, Chic* 
kasawa, Apd Creeks^ vvas, at- the time of his appoint* 
ment as joint commissioner with Claiborne, engaged 
in runnings the line betwaeri the lands of th^ western 
states and Uiosi^ of the Jatter Indiana He reached 
New-O^rleans on the day after Laussat had ^received 
possessrtin, and did not hear of his appointment Hill 
then. C^'ossing die lake, he met his colleague at Fort 
Adams, i^ii the seventeenth of December, the two 
commissipners^^die^ troops of the United States, and 
the J\Ii«sissippi ^dunteera, camped within two miles 
erf New-Orleans. On die following day jClaiborne 
and Wilkinson paid a visit to Laussat, who came to 
their c^Chip on the next, accompanied- by the muni- 
cipality, and a number of militia oflEk^ers. 

Qa Monday the twentieth, the tti-coloured flag 
wgis displayed at the top pC the staff in the middle 
of ifie public square, at sunrise. At eleven, die 
militia pi^ded^ near it, an4 precisely at noon, the 
commissior^rs of the, United States, at the head of 
their forqes, entered the city. The American troops 
occupied the^side of (he square opposed to. that on 
which the militia stood. The colonial prefect, attwd* 
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ed by bissecretaryratid a nuntbef of his countryman, 
left bi^ house imder a discharge of cannori^ ana pro- 
ceeded to the ci^ hall, ^efe the muniQipalitynand 
a large concourseof the' most respectable inhabitants 
attended. ' 

The commissioners of the United States now. 
came, and the prefect gave them "ftrmal posses- 
sion of the province by the deliveij of the keys of 
the city. He then dedared'&uch of the inhabitants 
as chifee to pass under the government of the United 
States, absolved and released from their allegiance 
to the French republic. 

Claiborne now rose, and offered to the people of 
Louisiana his congratulations on the eveiit which 
placed theni beyond the reach Of chance. He assured 
them the United States received theni as brothers, 
and would hasten to extend to them a participation 
in the invaluable rights forming the basis or their 
unexampled prosperity, and in the meanwhile the 
people would be protected in the enjoyment of their 
liberty, property, and religion—their commerce fa- 
vored, and their agrieufture encouraged. He re- 
commended to them to promote political informa- 
tion in the province, ana guide the* rising genera- 
tion in the paths of republican Cjbconomy and vir- 
tue. • 

The trincoloured made room for the striped 
banner, under repeated peals of artillery and mus- 
ketry. 

A group of citizens of the Unltfed States, who 
stood on a corner of the square, waved their hats, 
in token of respect for their country's flag, and a 
few of them greeted it with their voices. No emo- 
tion was manifested by any other pafrt t^the crowd. 
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were reaching tb« LcUnim iedn %MJi^ qmi^las 



*. 
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CHAPTER Xi, 



A mew of the provinee eA the cession — BoUnda*^ 

ries— Civil division — -JLands-^-'-'Popuiatigi^ 

Indians — Offiee^rs^^Clergy — Paper ^ecMrities-^ 

Taxes Duties^ — ^ExprntdUures Imports — 

Exports — Shipping. 

When the Prjeuch eiyoyed the undisturbed pos- 
session of Louisiana, its ^ctent, in their* opinion,iiad 
scarcely any bounds to the north^rwest^ and its limits 
were ill defined any where, except on the sea coast 
A^ its sovereign claimed.srlLthe neighbmirinit^euli- 
-try, which was tdtally ^illhbiit intmbitants, or occu^ 
4Hed-by savage enemies;^ ^knnar3iat{on*3pf its limtts 
was irapos^ble, even if it bad be^m desirabfe. 
During the Spanish govefnment, a di^mte with.€rr^6at 
Britain, respecting Nootka Sound ^nd tier discove- 
ries in that quarter, was terminated by a rec^egnftion 
of her right to Neij^-AlUon,. die.^bpundary of which 
to the south being agreed on^ becaitie the northern 
one c^ Caiiiomia, which, pi^olong^id eastwardJy to a 
certain point, was to mark the extern of ;New-Albron 
in that direction. Where New-Albion ended, Louisi- 
ana was said tQ begin. 

On the bayou des Laupers (Laurel creeky six 
miles S. W. by S. from the town of Natchitoches, on 
Red piver^ and fifteen tailes from the, Adayes^- where 
aixer road^ ta Nacogdwhes ^rosse^ the bayo% the 
French had plac^ed leaden plaites,^^^ ti tree^ each 

▼ouji. 26 
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side of the road, with an inscriptioD escpressing that 
the spot was tlie boundary between the French and 
Spanish dominions, without indicating the continuar 
tion of 'the Hne on either side. Similar plates were 
also fixed at Yatas^es, a pillage of the Nadoea 
Indians, fifty leagues N. W. of iVatchitoches. 

The boundary line, from bayou des Laurier^ to 
the sea, was never run^^^nd each party ciaimed 
mtfch tnofe than Jhe other was wiJKng to allow. 
The Spaniards coniended that theiine was to be ran 
due south, in whicb<^a»e it would sli^ke the isea near 
the river Carcassou. 

The eastern boundary jof Louisiana, as far as the 
ihirty-ilrst degree, and the northern on the eastern 
6id0 of the MFississtp^, which separa^Ml the territo- 
ries of*'SpMn%fid the United Sta«^ were fitted by a 
tr^ty-^^-^tl^ iirsi in Uie itriddleof the -stream^ and 
fhe latter at the thirCy-A^t degree of northern lati- 
*l«ide. B^t.^ province 6f Ijouisliina did not extend 
fer. h^^pond the MisBissippi b^low iWvtllev and was 
f^pfarafed fromWest*T*k)rida by a line drawn through 
•the toiddte ef that stream^' tad lakes Maurefms and 
PonKrfMmrflii9 i^ tlie sea. ^ . ~ 

-^Befope the (^ace of 1763, the French recognised 
no oilW bounda*)^^ Louisiaoa^ to the north, t^n 
the southem^Jkie of Canada. ' 

To the ^if^ the riaPerd^h vmx r^i^giim^ as 
afibrdmg the teginnii^ of the boundary line, bot 
tfiedins^tioR m wifich it ran, from the.moudi or 
source of the straam, never engaged theatt^tton of 
Prance or Spain. ,, * 

The province of LoirieilkiHi, and tJigt c# W«^ 
Flei4da, were laid ^ff into the following^ divisions: 
Penaacohiv MoMIe^ lb« bmd between the Boliee and 
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New^rleans, die dly^ and the lacifl oa botfi sides <rf 
hiM Fdnfchartrakifi the first and second German 
coasts, Cabahanosse, La-Fourehe, Venezuela, Iber- 
viiie^ Oalvez-town, Batori-Rouge^ Pointe-Conpee, 
Atakapas, Opelousas, Avoyelles, Rapides, IVatchi* 
toehes^ Arkansas, and the Illinois, ki each of w|iioh 
tb^i^ was a ^^mrtmndaat. 

In the {ffimris^ 4here was- a eoQ}mai^nt*geHeral 
at 8ti Loiiis^ to whom were subordinate' those of "^ 
New-Madrid, St. Geae^e^i^, • New-Bourbon, St. 
Charles, dnd St Andrew. •- - 

Baton-Rouge had beeif made a gQTermnent, in 
favour of Don Carlos de Grandpre, who bad been 
aprpotnied govermir <if Natchez, on Gajoso hdng 
f^otmted td ihatof the two proilinces. The distrieis 
6#Manbbac, ThdrnpsoM^r^efei-and ^eliiciana, or 
Bayou-»Sarah, made parttrf it . 

Chapitoufa and Terre?aux-Bcaufs had once sapa* 
rate>Gomi]aand£mts, buKif laie the}r«ade part pf tlje 
dii^ict of t^ citj. %^^ * ' . 

■"'/'■ ^ * ■ 

Al> the lands, on both sides sjf ihe Mtg^tssippi, 
from fifty miles below ^iie cit;^ J&jSbton-Ro^ge; had 
been granted, to the depth of forty arpeiits or o^ie 
mAe and a haiif^ which ier the deplb*ef all original 
grants. . Some had double, and others treble grftnts, 
lh«i^«i to^Bay^ adepth.^ ^ifhty 0t otiehhandr^ and 
twenty arpf^rits. A few ^ailis extended as for as the 
sen^ or a lake behind Ui€to; -In ihe o^^ parts of the 
country, the people being generatty setded on the 
banks «f a river or creek^ had afi3[)nt of frmn Six to 
forty arpplits, and the grant generally expressed a 
dopth offtrty arpen^- 'v . 

The UH^nt^ lands on^ ihe island of Orleans, 
tnd on the of^stiistte banki>f thtf frfer^^ w^e sufToosed 
to be unfit for culuvcUiaii.; bm a e^nskterabla portion 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



204 OHAPTmt , [1803 

might be drained. There are, in this^ part of the 
country, valuable cypres^; swaiops belonging to die 
public 

. It was supposed thatall the land free from inun- 
dation, from the Balize to Manchae, as fiur back as 
the swanapg, were fit for the cultivation of the cane. 
Above Manehac, it was supposecl the cane would be 
afifected hy th# eoLd, ^nd its prockiiBe uncert aia The . 
culture of th^ cian^ was not attended to elsewhere. 

The buildings^ for^ficatiimB^ and fixed property 
of the pubUc, were chiefly in NewOrlean& They 
consisted of 

Two very extensive brick stores^ one being one 
hundred and sixty, ike other on^hundred and tS'en^ 
feet in length; each«about thirty feet in widlh, one 
story high, with a large loft, end covered with shin- 
gles. 

^ A govei^iinetit house^ out houses and ^rdens, on 
a lot of about two hundred and twenty feet in fit>nt, 
with a depth of th4:ee hundred and thirty-six. * 

A military hospi^. 
' A ^wder maga^e^ on^tbe opposite bank of the 
Mississippi. 

An ill constructed cu6tom4iouse c^ wood, almost 
in ruins. 

Extensive - hanradts, -calcuhited to accommodate 
nearty fifieen^undfed men. 

Five iltcQiistttucted'redoilbts, with a covered way, 
pallisade, and ditch. 

A targelot, adloonif^ the king^ stores, used as a 
park of artillery, in wl)ich'were a few«hecBi. 

A town house, market^house, assembly room, 
and prisoa 

A cathedral and^fmesbytery, to which a square of 
grouiM], well buih on, was attached. 
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A chanty hospital, with a few houBes^ yielding to 
it a revenue of about fifteen jbuiidred dolhirs a year. * 

No authentic census of theinhabitants of the pro* 
▼ince, since that of 1788, is extant; but one made 
for the department of state, by the consul of the 
United States at New-Orleans, from- the:foest docu* 
ments he could procure; Jn 1803, presents the fol- 
lowing result: 

In the city of New*Orleans,, - ^8,056 - 
Fronts the Balize to the city, %^IS8 
At Terre-aux-Bceufs,. ' ''- 661 * 
Bayou St John aiid Gentilly, 4iBA 
Barataria, 101 

Tchoupitoulas, - 7,444 

Parish of St. Charles, «,431 

Str. John^die Baptist,l,9d0 



St JanieS) 
Lafourche, 

Interior, 
Valenzuela, 
Iberville, 
Galvez-town, 
Baton-Rouge, 
Pointe-Coupee, 
Atakapas, - 
Opdonsas, * 
Washita, 
Avoyelles, 
Rapides, 
Natcbkoches, 
Arkansas, - 

IIHnois, St Loui3, ^c* 
Mobile, 
Pensacola^ 



2,200 
1,094 
2,064 
1,057 
1,300 

247- 
1,513 
2,r8« 
1,447 
2,454 
^ 361 

432 

753 
1,631 

368 
6,028 

810 

^)4-.T^9,47S 
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On ^ leftbank of the MissiiiHppH ci^M^t s^enty- 
five miles amVe New-Orleans^ wefe the remains 
of the Oumas (Red men) hot exceeding sixty persona 
There were no^>ther Indians setded on this side of 
idle river^ in Ijouisiana or WedtrFlof ida ; ahlioygh 
wanderiM parties of the Ohootaws BStA Creeks were 
aften ramming^ OTer the cdAtftry* 

On the ri^t side -of the Missijsaippif abore die 
setdement of Poitite-Coupee, were the reinainis of 
theTcMiiea ntttiw^ nd^t ^ei^Mdiiig 6£ty or sixty per- 
sons. * - . 

On die left »de of bayou Plaqa^Bi^e, about 
twelve miles from the Alississi'^pi^ Were two Villages 
of the Chilimackas, -consisting of about twetHy ca- 
bins ; each Tillage had about sixty- personsi 

In the lower .^ar( of ba^ou Teche, at thedistance 
of thirty-sU niilesi from tni^-sea, was another village 
of die Chitimachas, in which Were about one hun- 
dred persqna 

The nation of the Atakapas (Man-oaters) was 
nearly extinct. They had a vitlaga on ImyQU Ver- 
million, in which were about one hundred and twen- 
ty persons. Wanderhig families were scattered 
Uirough die district, anS a number of females were 
domiciliatech among the planters. 

The Choot^ws, Bilox^s, and Fasoagoulas^ had 
villages. on bayou Crocodile and bayou Bosu^ in the 
parish of Rapines. 

The ARMnjons^had a village of abon&t one hun- 
dred person^, on* the bayou Courlableau ih the 
di^rict of Opelouscs. 

Several small villager of the Cunbates were dis- 
persed on <he;t>anks of th« Meritao and^Cafcasu 
Fitters. There wire in them about three hmdred 
and fifty of ^ese Indians. 



Digitized by CjOOQlC 



llOSl THE ELEVENTH. »7 

At die AVoyelles, there was. a village of the Ghoe- 

tawg, or Red-men, at the distance of about sixty 

milc^s from the Mississippi,- and inother.on the lake 

of the Avoyelles- These two villages had not more 

_ than one hundred persons. 

At the Rapid-, twenty nriles higher up, was a vil- 
lageof the'Chactas, which liad about one hundred 
persons;, ajnd six miles farther,.. w^ a village of the 
ISiloxes of the sam^ size. 

At the river ntix Cannes was anplJier village of 
tfie same nation, of about fif^^ persgns. 

The males of all these vilYagcs were frequently 
employed as boatmen. 

About two hundred and fifty miles fronr the town 
of Natchitoches, on Red river, was the nation of the 
Cadodaquious, called, by iibrevtation, Cados. They 
could raise five huAdrecf warriors. ^ ^ 

J^our or five huri4red • i^mities of the Choctaws 
were dispersed in the district of Washita, and file 
whole nation' we«ld have moved, to the west side of 
the Missi^^pi, had they not BjBen prevented ^)»y tbe 
Spaniards^ and the IndritiM in tbjpir alliance jthere^ 
who had suffered giiuch fi^m the^ggres^ns of the 
Choc«aws. ^ ^ "^ " • 

Between Red river and that'.of tl^* Arkan^^, 
were a few Indian femilies,- the ^mains of tri&es 
almost extinct. Thfi natron that gave its name to 
^ the last river, was reduced to 'about two hundred 
-and fifty warriors. They had three /large villages 
on the river ; the first was at the distance of forty 
miles from the Mississippi^ the ethers^at the distatice 
of nine and eighteen miles from the s^t'eam. 

On the river St Fran^i^, and on the right bank of 
the Mississippi, near New-Mddrrd and Cape Girar- 
deau, were wandering fiimi^^ who had emtgraied 
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from the Delaware, Shawanese, IVIi^mis, Cherokees, 
and Ciiic^kasaws — in all about five hundred families. 
They were at times troublesome to the boats de- 
Kcending the Mississippi, plundering them, and even 
committing murders. Th^y had been attracted to 
this part of the country several years before the 
cession, when the views of the government of 
Louisiana were hostile to the United States. 

The scarcity of game to the east of the Mississippi, 
had lately iiiduced a numt^r of Cherojiees, Chicka- 
saws, and Cb6otaws,'to frequent the country to (he 
west, where gatne Wa§ stitl ^uhdant Some \>f tliem 
had contracted Ynarringes with Arkansa women, and 
many others were inclined to, incorporate themselves 
In that nation. Tfaeir number was unknown, but 
supposed to;be tjopsiderable. 

On the Tivei* des Moines, which falls into the 
Mississippi, froqi the^vest^ were the Ayoas, a nation 
that formerly d^^elt on the3fissouri. They had two 
hundred warriors. Its numbers ha^ lately been 
much Teducecf by the small pox. 

Hrgber up, apd about nine hundred miles above 
St* Louis, on ihe Wiks of the MissT^ippi, were the 
Sacs* and Renards, who together had about five 
hundred warriof^ They traded with St Louia'and 
Michijimackiii^, an4 had ^always been peaceable 
and friendly. 

The nati<ftis on the Missouri were cruel, treach- 
erous, ai)^;; insolent. . 

The officers of the province werei 
A governor^^investea wlUi civil apd military au- 
thority. ^ - . , 

An intendapt,* ehwged with the revenue, granting 
of lapd, and adH)iraltjr matters. 
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An auditor of war. 

An assessor of the intendance. 

(The same individaal often acted in both these 
capacitie&) 

A secretary of the government, and one of th« 
intendant 

A treasurer and a comptroller. 

A surveyor-general. 

A store-keeper. 

A purveyor, who -made purchases for the king. 

Three notaries, who acted as auctioneers, and 
iiHiose offices were the repositories for law proceed^- 
ings and deeds. 

An interpreter of the French and English lan- 
guages, and one for the Indians. 

A harbour master. 

A marine officer. 

A physician to the military hospi^l — sui^on, 
and apothecary. 

Another to the charity hospital— surgeon, and 
apothecary. 

A collector, treasurer,guarda mayor, notary, two 
head clerks, and about twenty inferior officers, in 
the custom-house. 

' Besides these, there was a cabildo in New-Or- 
leans, composed of two ordinary alcades, twelve 
regidors, an attorney-general syndic and clerk; 
four alca4es deharrio^ and a number of syndics, or 
officers of police. 

In the country, there was a commarfdant in each 
parish, who had a number of syndics under him. 

In a communication to the department pi 3tate, in 
1803, the consul of the United Staiesat New-Or- 
leans, says: ^^ the auditors of war, and assessors* of 
government and intendancy, have always been cor- 

voL. II. 27 
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rupt; and to them only may be attributed the mal- 
administration of justice, as the governor and other 
judges^ who are unacquainted, with law, seldom dare 
to act contrary to the opmions they ^ give. Hence, 
when the auditor, or assessor, was bribed, suitors 
had to complain of delays and infamous decisions. 
All the officers plunder, when the opportunity offers; 
they are all venal. A bai^in can be made with the 
governor, intendant, jud^e, or collector, down to 
the constable ; and if ever an officer be displeased 
at an offer of money, it is not at the offer or offerer^ 
but because . imperious circumstance compel him 
to refuse ; and the offerer acquires a degree of favour 
which encourages^ hina to make a second offer, when 
a better opportunity is presented.'' 

The duties at the custom-house, in the yc^ pre- 
ceding the cession, amounted to $117^515, 
The imposts paid in Louisiana, were, 

1. A duty of six per cenk on the transfer of ship- 
ping. It was exacted on the sum the parties declared, 
which seldom exceeded one hglf the real, as no oatli 
w^s required. 

2. A duty on legacies or inheritances of collateral 
relatives, when exceeding the valuepf two thousand 
dollars, and of four per cent when the legatee or 
heir was not a, r^ls^tion of the deceased. 

3. A tax on ^H civil employments, the salary of 
which exceeded three hundred'^dollars a year, called 
media annata^ amounting to one half of the first 
year's salary, payable, in some cases, in two yearly 
mstalment^ and in-others in four. The first incum- 
bent of a newly Seated office was exempt from this 
tax. 
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4. Seven dotlars, deducted from twenty, paid for 
pilotage by every vessel entering or leaving the Mis- 
sissippi ; but the treasury povided boats, and paid 
tfie wages of pilots arid sailors employed at the Ba- 
lize. The remai^er of tfie twenty dollars was 
distributed as follows: fourdbllars to the head pilot, 
four to the pilot who boarded the vessel, and five to 
. the crew of the boat who brought him. 

5.. A tax of forty dollars oir Hcensesto'sell spiri* 
tiiOHs liquors. 

6L A tax on saleable offices, a§ these of regidors, 
clerk of the cabildo^ and notaries. 

Exclusive of paper mon 3y, emissions of which 
were made in the early part of the Spanish govern- 
ihent, there existed, iat all times, a debt due by the 
government, for expences incurred, for supplies 
nirnished to the ttoops, s^nd the kirig^s stores and 
salaries of officers arid workmen, for which Uberati'^ 
zas^ or certificates, wei*e regularly issued, of which 
there was afloat, at the Cession, a sum of, from four 
hundred and fifty to five hundred thousand dollars. 
They bore no interest, and were comnotonit^ to be 
bought at a discount of from 25 to 90 percent. At 
the change of government, the discount was thirty.- 
This depreciation was not the result of a watit of 
confidence, or any apprehension that th^ Certificates 
would not be paid, but from the value of money and 
the scarcity of it in the m^ket 

With the view of removing fh)m circulation a 
pait of those Z^eran^^a^ which inundated the mar- 
ket, the intenuant, on the fifteenth of July, 1802, 
announced that he would furnish bifls, or cartas de 
paga^ on the treasury of the army, -or that of the 
marine, at Havana, and receive Gtie iialf of the 
amount in liberanzas issued in New-Orleans, and 
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the nnher ia^casli ; under the conditidli ihat^in regard 
fo the cartas de paga ou the trea6ui:er of the arinyt 
should there not be^ at their presentatioiH fiiuds ap-^ 
propriated to the province of Louisiana , the holder 
should wait until th^aciival of sgch funds. By this 
measure a consideFaMe part of the liberam^as were 
withdrawn from- circulation. 

The0httr<^ of Louisiana was underthe direction 
of a inshop and two canons, New-Orleans having 
heen erected mto a bishoi^ricfe; in 1792, the first 
incumbent of whiclr, Don Livs.de Penal vert, yv^B 
promoted in 1801 to the archbisheprick of Guatima- 
la« A successor had been appointed to him, but he 
never ^nie to the province. The reverend Thomas 
Haislett, gne of the canons, died a short tiiae„ before 
the.cession, and had^not been replaced 

The province, fbji^ ecclesiastioal purposes, was 
divided into twentjr^ne. parishes; four of wbicti 
were without a church, aii4 as many more vi^thou^ a 
priest, sp that the whole clergy did not conf»st of 
more than nineteen individuals. There was a chap- 
Isun to th« convent,^]i|ie to the troops, and one in each 
of the hospitals^ and the curate of New-Orleans 
had three assistants. ' 

The bishop hi^d a salary of four thousand dollars, 
diarged oo^ome bishopncks^ in Mexico and Hava* 
na Tbo canons received a salary of six hundred 
dollars ; and those of the curates and chaplains were 
from three hundred and sixty^ ta seven hundred and 
twenty dollars, paid out of the treasury. They hesidea 
received fee^ for massed qowriages, and buriala 

The king, besides, paid a salaij of one hundred 
and eighty dollars a year to each ot the sacristans of 
mpst^of the parishes, and a sum of one hundred dol- 
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bc8 a year to the ealiiedra}^ and tw^ty-four dollars 
to eai»h parish, for bread, wine, and wax lights. 

The cathedral church owned a square in the c^jr, 
ibe rent of the houses of. wbi«h, and the hire of the 
pews, with the sum paid by the king, constituted its 
revenue. The other churches derived one from ^ 
hire of pews. > '^ 

'Besides the cathedral, there were two chapelis ii} 
New-Orleans, in which diyiMiservice was regularly 
perfbrmed-^that of the convent, and that of the cha- 
rity-hospital. 

There were hut eleven nuns in the -convent. 
They, attended to the education of young ^r^tmB 
of their sex; rec^¥ing,;fiay (Fom-^thev^ealthy, and 
ediH^ting a few poor girls ^ratuiiolisly^* 

The^atholic religion was the only* one of whieh 
the rites were allowed to . he publiply pfBr&rmed; 
None were compelled to attend its service. In pub^. 
lie, respect wds expected f4r the ceremonies of 'that 
church;, but every one was permitted, at home, to 
worship his maker as he deemed proper. 

RECEIPTS AND BXP^NMTLRES of the 

Province^ d^riffg' thje if ear- 18tt2. 

Common Branches. 
Balance of last year, , $51,933 37 

fovahds, 5,959 13 

Sale of effects from the artillery store^ 630 38:^ 

Dues rec^d from ships entering the Balize, 3,2-W 5fr 
Payments to the treasury of del>ts diie it, 16,034, 75 
Sale of effects from the king^s store, 3,005. SSt 

Sums received from the custom-house, 130,734 88 . 
Rent of tenements belonging to the king, 336 
Rations, deducted from the soldier's pay, 31,998 75 
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Hospital feed^Hkewise deducted, S.lVT 88 

Logins to the treasury, 14,106 

Sale of waste lands, ^ 188 50 

Du^ of media mfmata on said lands, 5 50 

Cash deceived from V-era-Cruz, ^>2,358 

Returns for supplfes to the navy, 20,600 ^ 

Cash recM fOr drafts on other treasuries, 49,513 S^ 
Returns of overcharge to the treasuiy, 3 75 

PrimteJPkmds, 
Balance of the year before, 30,880 51 

Ditto of accounts, 217 & 

Media annata ofc^Scers, 1226 26 

Donation, - 121 

Fundgnat thelkifi^s jpraperty. 
Balance c^ die- year helbi^ S^^iKSf ^ 

Monte Pia <rf^ surgeons,- 167 

Dino of miKtttry officers, - 1610 25 

Deposits, ^ • 10,364 50 

Monte Ph'fifiof^VBQfiimlemflU^vMnis^ 341 13 

IMtto of offices, 1309 76 

-^ III Ill ■ ii^» 

$843,043 37 
BXPEifofrrites. 

Clmtmon JBranehts. 
Expences of people condemned to public 

works, 6,971 63 

Ordinary dktoof the city, 3,614 50 

Ditto of fortifications, 4,210 25 

Returns of loans made to the treasury, 42,015 63 

Buildings, 6,152 88 

Extraordinary expences, 6,679 S» 

Maintenance of prisoners of war, 824 37 

Ditto, of poor confined for their rati<)!fis, 519 75 

Supplies to the navy, 8,844 88 

Diuo, to other treasuries, 10,316 13 
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Pay to the people employed in the galleys, 21,932 62 
Expences tor the chapel service, 526 25 

Hospital expences, U7,716 2 

Indian ditto, - . 25,418-26 

Salaries of officers and people emjdiayed in 

the different offices of the revenue, 46,307 
Expences of the general store, ifce. 108,620 t5 

Ditto for the galleys, * 4^4 38 

Ret»rn of duties, ^^^ ^ 

Allowances for table to officers, 5,36i7 88 

Ration^, 1446 6$ 

Civil and military salaries, 9,293 26 

General expences of revenue-departftient, 19,523 
Remittances to other treaswries," 74,008 

Salaries^ to Indians ^ 4,851 

Ditto to invalids, . 540 50 

Pay of the regular il^oips^ - , 186,387 U 

Allowances, to professionadeerpfi, -158 26 

Pay of ihe 'militia, ., . 12,704 13 

Office expences, - 1,.138 60 

Department of artiUeiy and workmen, 5,241- 37 
Half pay to officers retired^ . ^ 300 

Employed in the custooi-faouse, 7,386 26 

Pensions, * 2,328 • 

House rent, , '^ • ' 1,068 

Salaries of persons employed informing 

setdemetits, 1,320 

Ditto of oificers and scrgc?antein half pay, i,iK)2 
Ditto of French emigrant offit*erp, 744 

Premiums to soldiers for services, 4,81 1 26 

Conveyances of dispatches, ^iiO 37 

Purchase of naval stores for Vera-Cruz, 9,453 63 
Passage money of soldjors and criminals, J 66 
Expences of demarcntion of Uiuiis, 7,510 

Returns of suddrie^ from the treasury, 2,4(K> 
Secret expiiiices, 9,000 
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Ditto, military, 36 75 

Suius charged to thatreasarer^ not recM, 4,184 01 

Pripate Funds. 

Bulanee of accounts, . 4* 75^ 

Expences of justice,' "' ,» , ^® 

Funds not kmg^s nropertu. 

Oeppiiite,. ^ e,682 76 

Moiue Pio of officers, 399 89 

MiKtarydo. 4,5S3 88 

©ffic^ofdo. - 957 39 
Balance in the treasury, 136,674 13 

» . $843,0^ 38 

The foregoing stcrtement shewp that the expicafices 
actually paid in ^osh ii; all the^year- 1803, including 
those of the ramos agenos^ &/C, or funds not roysJ 
property, amounted to seven hundred and six thou- 
sand* three hundred and- sef^fity-^ur d^ttifirs and 
feiirteen cents, to which if we add jthe salaries and 
pay due to many omeers of .the revenue department! 
and crew> of tlwi squadMU t)f ^alteys, the extraordi- 
nary expences cabsed by tb^ different expeditions, 
particularly those whi<^ are renewed to the pdst of 
Apsdaches, for its defeitee against the attacks of the 
adventurer Bowles and his ^rty;,^mong (he Credos; 
the amount of blHs drawn on ihe Tq^yal chests by the 
king's storekeeper of Illinois, New-Madrid, Baten* 
Rouge, Plaquemines, Apa laches, Mobile, and other 
posts, vvhieh not bmng yet present are unpaid, it will 
appear that ihe quola (or sUimdo) of thts province, 
reduced to five bundled and ihirty^seven thousand, 
eight hundred and sixty-nine dollars and i&ily-six 
ccius, is exceeded, by extraordinary expences, up- 
wards of three hiimlfed tbousand doHaiis, notwith- 
standing there are 8'JO men wanting to complete the 
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regiment on the war footing, and independent of the 
sums received for duties at the custom-house, and 
many considerable savings in the establishment,which 
have taken place since it was formed in 1785, and 
the causes of said expences, and considerable debt 
incurred by thi? treasury, are those nientioned in tho 
foregoing statement 

It is likewise remarked that the roy^l chests oWe 
2559SI8 dollars to the fund of deposits, 48,372 dol- 
lars and 31 cents to that oftobacco, 60,00() dollars 
to the fixed regiment and other corps, 12,000 to the 
public deposit^ 1000 to the pious fund of the cabins 
oi female orphans, and 337^760^ dollars and 37 cents 
in certificates of credit, which, for want of cash^ have 
beeo issued in payment to the public, without com- 
pnhending what may be owing in Pensacola, as this 
office has no knowledge of its means and resources. 

NevV-Orleans, 23d Mar<jh, 1«03. 

(Signed) GUberto Leonard. 
[Translation.] ^ .Manuel Ahnirez. 

03*" This fund of deposit is cash deposited for a 
particular purpose, such as the fortifications of Pen- 
sacola, &a cfn;. to which it has not been applied. 

The ramos particulares^ or^ private funds, are 
those of individuals under the royal protection, for 
the payment of pensions, &;C. to officers' widows, etc. 

The ramos agmios are funds which do not belong 
to the king, but are destined for the purposes men- 
tioned, being generally discounts from salaries, to pay 
invalids, etc. 

The deposits, constituting a part of this fund, 
proceed from property in dispute to which the king 
has a claim, and the amount is deposited until the 
claim is decided. 

VOL. II. 28 
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The sum due to the fund of tobacco, is a balance 
which remained of that particular fiind, after the 
purchases for the king^8 account were completed. 

That due to the public deposit is tho amount of 
certain property for which .suits are depending be- 
tween individuals. . 

That to the regiment of Louisisma is taken from 
the mililary<!hest of that regiment, which hasoonsi- 
derable funds of its own in cash; 

The amouiit of certificates is the sum then due to 
the public, for supplies, salaries, and wages, whidi 
have not been paid fot want of cash. 

Salaries and Expences not compr^ended in thc^ 
promncidi regtUaiUm. 

Governor, late of Natchez, now Batpn-IiQuge, ij^SOO 
Secretary to ditto,' ~ ' 840 

A colonel . of artillery, 2000 

Two captains of said companies, 1680 

One lieutenant do. • * . 528 

Two engineei-s, ' 2000 

Allowance for table expences (when employed 

$25 per month) cannot be specified, OOiO& 

Officers of the army additional, who have been 

put on pay, viz. 2 captains, 1 lieutenant, and 

3 sub-lieutenants, * 3096 

Officers added to the etat*maJQr d^ place; 

5 captains, 2 lieutenants, and I on half pay, 2476 
Augmentation of pay to the public interpreter, 264 
An interventor or comptroller of public stores, 800 
Two officers for revision of accounts, 1 140 

One ditto, added to the secretary's c^ce of the 

intendency, 360 

Auditor of war^ 2000 
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Storekeeper, interpreter, and baker of New- 

Madricl; interpreter and baker of Illinois, 1200 
An additional clerk to the pubtic stores, " 360 

Storekeeper at Baton-Rouge,. 360 

Storekeeper, surgeon, interpreter, and baker, • 

atApakeheg, - 1300 

Commandants of the posts of St. John the Bap- 
tist, of the German , parish, Opelotisas,.New- - 
Bourbon, Cape Bourbon, Cape Girardeau, 
St. Andrew, and St. Fernando of Illinois, 600 
A French engineer, 1200 

An emigrant captain of the same nation, ^ 744 
£xpences of artillery department, 10,000 

Provincial hospitals in various places, 5000 

Indian presents amd expences^ in addition to 
the sum mentioned in the provincial regu- 
lation, 30,000 
Allowances to couriers yearly, 1000 
Supply of provisions, medidnes, ^d. to the 

garrison of Pensafcola, 20,()00 

Secret jBxpencefe of gDv^mn\!Bnt-^-cannot be 

precisely fixed, ^ . 0000 

Pay of 9 dragoons, at^5 per month, and 
ratioi^, on eonditian of fiM^ing,thdr own 
horses at Pensacola, * 3$0& 

Pour corporals of militia-employed .in vari- 
ous posts of the province^ under tlie orders 
of the commandants, at $10 per month, 480 
Pay of the harbour-master, . 2000 

Assistant to ditto, 360 

Salary of the two canons, 1200 

An assistant to the curate, 720 

A ranger of the forest at Concordia, Qp|>ofeite 

Natchez;, 240 

€tee ditto in Ouachita^ 24Q 
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Fifteen Serjeants on half pay, 2,025 

Pensioiis to four officers of the royal hacien- 
da, w|io have retired, 1550 

Seven sacristans appointed since the esta- 
bhshraent of the regula tion for St Bernard, 
Baton-Rouge, JVew-Feliciapa, or Thomp- 
son's creek. Rapids, Natchitoches, Arkan- 
sas, and New-Madrid, at fifteen dollars per 
month each, 1260 

House rent in various places, viz. 

Commandant of Baton-Rouge, 360 

Curate of Batoo-Rouge, 180 

Ditto of Feliciana, 180 

Commandant of Natchitoches, 300 

Ditto of Concord, . 240 

Ditto of Npw-Madrid, 240 

Six s* amen at thp- Bahze, at $6 per month 

and rations, 837 

Four do. for tfie,boat of the revenue officer 

employed there, 480 

Two ditto at Mobile, to look after the king's, 
launch, at 10 dollars e%ch, per month, and 
rations. 

Allowance to tljp coinmahdant of the en- 
campment* at Esperanza, opposite the 
Chickasaw BhifTs, ^ 72 

Store-keeper, surgeon, apothecary, and as- 
sistant to the hospital at Plaquemines, 984 



$109,271 

jxtraormnary: 

Brigade of presidarios^ or people condemned 
to the public works; their maintenance, 
cloathing, &c, 4*c. 25,00# 
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Pay of the officers and people employed in 

the galleys and ^un-boats, ^. - 60,000 

Rations for dii4o, and repairs of vessels, 40,000 
Expences of fortifications, and repairs, in the 

capital, and piher posts, • 20,000 

Transportation of troops and-ptesidarios, 1,000 
Maintenance of criminals^ 1,500 

Expences of running the line of demarcation 
with the U. S. frorii the begining of 1797, 
not brought into account until the whole ' 
was completed ; exceeding 150,000 

Premiums to soldiers of good character, who 

have served beyond a certain period, 4,500 



$302,000 



Grand total, annual and extraordinary - 

expences, $411 ,271 

Expences which^ for want of cash/^were paid in 

certificates^ in ihs year \^% 
Salaries of the revenup department. 
General expences of ditto. 
Ditto of the king's store, for supplies. 
Ditto extraordinaries. 
Ditto ^r chapel service. 
Ditto of the military hospital. 
Ditto of criminals condemned to public 

works. 
Ditto for the city guards, 
House rent, , 

Maintenance of persons confined, 
Purchase of stores forVera-Cruz, , 
Passage of troops discharged. 
Pay of soldiers, 



.&,735 38 


3,665 37 


38,900 87 


713 50 


197 88 


' 1132 37 


42 62 


684 74 


1365 


280 12 


1194 37 


28 


15 
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Ditto of militia, 3166 63 

Ditto of iialf pay oncers and seijeanta, 45 

Department of ariiUery and. workmen, 1088 37 

Fay of the crew of the gsdleys,' «I4,444 56 

R(-pairs of ditto, • 960 94 

Repairs of fortifications, etc. 3319 31 
Allowance for table expeiicto to officers oa 

service, 1197 

Salaries to the Indian departmei^ 3031 75 

Genertil expences of ditto, 15,983 31 

Rations to officers on service, 80^ 



Dollars, 116,353 37 

Annual revenuss^qffJie city of New^Orleans. 
Hire of Oie stalls in the beef market, $3350 

Tax of seven-eights- of a dollar on every car- 
• cass of beef exposed to sale, calculated at 3335 
Hire of the green and fish markets, ^c. &,c. 1383 
Tax of one quarter of a dollar on every car* 
cass of veal, mutton;:<u*. pork, exposed to 
sale (supposed). 1300 

Tax of half a dollar per barrel of flour, 
baked in the oily, for which the bakers do 
not render |i just accpunt, 3896 

Tax of 40 dollars on taverns, 30 on lodging 
houses, and 40 on billiard tables, estima* 
ted at 3500 

Tax of 3 dollars on all ships for anchorage, 
destined for the repairs of the levee of the 
city: this tax not being paid by the Ame- 
rican shipping, 600 
Tax of 3 dollars per pipe on iaffia imported^ 800 
Ground rents da the great square^ 133 
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Rent of the old market-house, now turned 

into a gaming hduse andbaU-roomi 1800 

Ground rents, arising from the sale of the. 

square opposite the hospital, - 693 

Moveable shops and,staljs, 360 

Tax of a dollar on all vessels entering the 

Bayou St. John, - 470 

$19,278 
Mem. — Some of the above itei^& are casual, and 
depend on the hiring of stalls^ and greater or less 
consumption of the city. 

Expences of the city. 
A commission of five per cent, to the treasurer 

for all sums he may receive. 
To the six regidors or menibers of the cabildo 

or town council, first created, * 350 

The notary v^ ho serves as clerk to the council^ 200 
To the two poriers of the council, who are 
likewise employed by .the treasurer in col- 
lecting the hire of the stalls, &c. Slc. at 35 
dollar8 per month, 420 

To the Serjeant employed to look after, the 
city carters, who are obliged to bring 
weekly two loads of earth for repairing the 
Streets which are unpaid: at 12 dollars 
per month, - 144 

To the corporal who looks after the persons 
condemned to the public works; at 12 dol- 
lars per month, 144 
To the city cryer, $12 per month, , 144 
To the execuiioner, 15 do. 180 
For lighting the lamps of the city, about 1800 
galtons of oil annually. 
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Repairing lam|)s, ladders, candlewick, 400 

To 14 watchmen, who serve' likewise as 

lamplighters, -' ' 2580 

To the guard apj)ointed to attend at the Ba- 
you bridge, ' .. 62 

Repairs of the Bayou bridge (casual) 

Repairs of the city levee, or dyke, now in a 
dangeroU3 std,te, being partly carried away 
this spring by the undermining of the ri- 
ver, and which will- be Very expensive to 

' repair. . V , , .. 

Ditto of the streets, gutters, and city drains, 
uncertain. 
Tlrere are besides the above, many casual and 

extraordinary expences, which cannot be particularly 

enumerated. 

Imports at New-Orleans^ in 1802. 

Fans assorted, dozens, 468 

Fan for cleaning ricct I 
Steel, lbs, : 34,834 

Olive oil in bottles, <k>^n, 1648 
Ditto, common, In flasks, doz. 420 

Dijuoinjars, 50 

Qil, essentials, phials, d(^ 6 

Do. Unseed, gadlons, 1132 

Do. fish, gallons, 3931 

Do. turpentine, lbs. 215 

Olives, in flasks, doz. 236 

Brandy of Provence, gal, 1960 

Do. of Bordeaux, do. 517S 

Do. bottled, doz. 194 

Do. of peaches, gallons, 30 

Taffia,-hhds. 67 

Whiskey, gallons, 30t 
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Scented waters^ bottles, 485 
Hungary&^ odfier waters, bottles, 103 

Capers, in flasks, doz. 264 

Copperas, Iba 800 

Carpets, wool, 6 

Cotton, Iba ' 39,808 

Red lead, lbs. 1120 

Almonds, in shell, lbs. 3917 

Do. shelled, lbs. 400 

S arch, lbs. 130 
Tar (broughtin vessels origindll]^ 

bound fo other po1rts)barreIs, 325 

Bitters, bottles, - 288 

Broadcloths, ells, 600 

Anchovies, botiles, 283 

' Eels, salted, flasks, 30 

Anniseed, in baskets, ' 662 

Telescopes, 26 

Indigo, lbs. ^ 1597 

Plougjis, - 4 

Herrings and Pilchards, lbs. 24,400 

Press of mahogany, 1 

Harness with brass mountings, 6 

Glass bottles, cases, 3 

Filberts, lbs. 500 

Quicksilver, lbs. 24,210 

Sugar, white, lbs. 704 

Ditto, brown, tbs. 23,992 

Sulphur, lbs. . 4,650 

Co<j|fish, dried, quintals, . 348 

Baftas, pieces of 10 ells, 507 

Scales, pairs, 2 

Balls for muskets, 300 

Buckets, dozen, ^ 159 

Varnish, common, gallies, 5889 
voi,.H. 29 
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Ditto, fine, boules, . 24 
Dresses for women, ia pieeefi 1 10 

Gam bricks, ID ell piece6» 133 

Trunks, empty, 40 

Baize, ells, 4250 

Beaufort, unbleached, ells, 1488 

Calf skins, doz. 123 

Bath coatings, elld, 4290 

^Book-cases, mahc^any, . 2 

Bidets, 48 

Screens (paper) 10 

Biscuit, quintals, ' 153 

Blondes, silk, ^. ^\W 901 

Purses, silk, doz. 50 

Fire-engines, 2 

Puds, swansdown, doz. ^ 21 

Boots, pairs, . 98 

Boot-legs, do. 425 

Half-boot^, pairs, 269 

H ilf-boot logs, do. 617 

Empt3^ bottles, 100,140 
Bramantes or Flanders, dis, 14,451 

Butter, bbls. 38 

Britanias, pieces, 15,472 

Brin of all breadths, ells, 30,144 

Buffets, mahogany, 6 

Busts of plaister, 74 

Cables, Iba 50,487 

Cacao, lbs. 1024 

Coffee, lbs. ' 189,910 

, Coffee-pots of iron tinned, 42 

Callimancoes, ells, 9,049 
Copper kettles for sugar boilers, 4 

Chaises, 2 

Chairs, 15 
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Breeches patterDs, cotum web, 110 


Ditto and pantaloons made, 


1482 


Bedsteads, mahogany. 


1 


Sheets, Unen, doz. 


46 


Da check and ticking, doz. 


935 


Canapees or sophas. 


21 


Canvass, ells. 


4350 


Cinnamon, -lbs. 


200 


Cotton bagging, ells. 


38 


Hemp, lb& 


65^22 


Quills for writing, M. < 


57 


Carabines, 


io 


Sea-coal, hhds. 


100 


Cotton cards,' pairs,- 


1524 


Vetdegris, lbs. 


21 


Pork, salted, barrels, 


2537 


Beef, do. da 


237 


Bacon, lbs. 


68^566 


Venison smoked, lbs. . 


100 


Carts and drays, 


3 


Carts with their h&mess, 


6 


Feathers, cartons. 


24 


Flowers, artificial, do. " 


60 


Check jackets. 


10 


Caps, leather, doz.. 


29 


Crerman rolls, ells. 


10,125 


Casimirs, da 


919 


Onions, quintals. 


127 


Sieves, wire, Scc do2. 


887 


Lace, ells. 


4009 


Sashes for women, - . 


^ 82 


Wax, manufactured, lbs. 


1550 


Beer, hhds. 


92 


Do. bottled, dozj 


807 
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Shoe blacking balls, \hs. 300 
Waistcoats of various materials, 875 

Jackets pf do. doz. 191 

Vermillion, lbs. 530 

Girt web, ells, 485 

Ribbons, silk, pieC^es, 0443 

Do. velvet, dof 677 
Do. for the hair, 60'eU pieces, 21^^9 

Tape, doz. piec^, 3176 

Binding, worsted, pieces, 2430 

Satiri ribbon, pieces, 204 

CJotion tape, grooe of pieces, 3 

Prunes, lbs. 6308 
Nails assorted, lbs. * ' 133,738 

Cloves, lbs. 280 

Copper manufactured^ lbs. 400 

Copper in sheets, lbs. 180 

Head-dresses for women, ' 58 

Iron chests, . 3 

Glue, lbs. 205 

Counterpanes quihed, 330 

Oinaburg, white, ells, 6371 
Do. brown, ells, ' 53,945 

Sweatmeats, dried, Iba 417 

Do. in syrup, lbs. 87 

Coral, boxes, 26 

Neckhandkerchiefi, da 23 

Fishing lines, 5444 
Leather dressed, doz^jsktns, 17 

Cyder, gallons, 1050 

Do. bottled, doz. 374 

Saddles, ■ - , < 208 

Windsor chairs, *doz. 179 

Riding chairs, 1 

Mahogany arm-chairs, 8 
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Sersuckers, pieces of 12 ells, 24 

Hats, doz. 1357 

Soal leather, lbs. * 500 

Cork soles, pieces^ - 50 

Suspenders, elastic, pairs, 162 

Kentucky tobacco, lbs. 241,846 

Do. twist, lbs. , 948 

Rapce snuff, bottles, 363 

Corks, M. 778 

Do. for demijohns, M. - 8 

Tea, lbs. 5567 

Ticken, ells, . . 24,241 

Tiles, M. . 27 

Whiting, casks, 67 

Ink, bottles, 349 

Ink-stands, doz. 50 

Toilette glasses, 12 

Molasses casks, broke up, 130 

Turpentine, lbs. 1786 

Velvets, cotton, 1182 

Glass for doors and windows, 2980 

Watch glasses, 504 

White-wine vinegar, gallons, 5145 

Red do; do. 105 

Composition vinegar, bottles, 75 

Catalonian wine, gallons, 6972 

Andalusian, do. do. 3171 

Do. bottled, doz. 40 

Corsican wine, pipes, - 5 

Ckret, hhds. . 3575 

Do. botded, doz. 4062 

White wine, Bordeaux, casks, 144 

Do. bottled, doz. 1371 

Provence wine, hhds. 234 

Do. bottled, doz. 334 
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Canary wine, gallons, 


1030 


Madeira, do. do. 


150 


Do. bottled, doz. 


ao 


Frontignan, gallons, 


271 


Champagne, do. 


35 


Aticant, do. 


16 


Violins, 


36 


Soap,U>& 


156,752 


Soap balls, lbs. 


146 


Cordage, lbs. 


333,645 


Cages, 


40 


Syringes, 


1119 


Do. small. 


97 


Shoes, men^s and women^ of 


every description, pairs, 


9758 



Exports for 18(tt, 
Garlic, ropes, 500 

Cotton, clean, lbs. 2,161,496 

Tar, barrels, 1846 

Anchors, 1 

Indigo (prodace of former 

ye^rs, long in store, 336,199 



Rice, quintals. 


46 


Masts, 


127 


White sugar, Iba 


100 


Brown da 


34^.374 


Pitch, bbls. 


358 


Cables, 


1 


Cane, reed, M. 


9 


Beef; bbls. 


UV7 


Pork, do. 


636 


Tables of common wood, 


18 


Black lead, lb& 


118 


Corn mills. 


133 
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Fire-dogs gilt, pairs, 


40 


Mustard, doz. bottles. 


132 


Muslins, different kinds, ells, 


15,793 


Muslinets,da 


3336 


Petticoats, made, 


13 


Nanquinets, ells. 


3158 


Cards,' groces of packs. 


375 


Walnut plaok, feet, - 


1000 


Nutmegs, lbs. 


71 


Hand organs, 


4 


Guayac wood, quintals, 


380 


Cloaths, ells. 


14,950 


Strouds, 16 ell pieces,. 


673 


I{andk&.all descriptions, doz 


. 9,583 


Potatoes, quintals, 


410 


Letter-paper, reams. 


516 


€k>mmon writing do. 


6,144 


Paper hangings, pieces, 


6,343 


Wrapping paper. 
Writing desks, mahogany, 


1,360 


2 


Parasols, 


3,463 


Raisins, lbs. 


34,617 


Chocolate, lbs. 


1,880 


Pickled turkeys ^ geese, fobls. 3 


Satin cloaks. 


12 


Pewter, quintals, 


30 


Wigs for men and women, 


111 


Pears, barrels. 


86 


Shot, lbs. 


10,059 


Flints, M. 


349 


Grindstones, 


1116 


Mill stones, pr. 


140 


Whetstones, doz. 


8 


Dripstones, 


38 


Beaver, lbs. 


36 
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Fox and racoon, lbs. 


22 


Otter, lbs. 


272 


Bear, skins, 


26 


Deerskins in hair, lbs. 


93 


Do. shaved, lbs. 


1900 


Pepper, lbs. 


2070 


Paints, common, lbs.. 


10,563 


Do. fine, lbs. . 


230 


Pipes, clay, groce, 


577 


Pistols, pairs, 


31 


Slates, M. 


165 


Do. for schools, doz. 


6 


Coined money, marks. 


184 


Platillas, white, pieces. 


2670 


Do. brown, da 


244 


Lead in sheets, lbs. 


3800 


Powder, lbs. 


6420 


Hair-powder, lbs. 


10,090 


Pomatum, pots 4" sticks, doz. 


262 


Cheese, Iba 


38,579 


Hardware, packages, ° 


416 


Gold watches, 


10 


Clocks for staii-cases. 


1 


Do. for chimney-pieces. 


12 


Rosin, quintals, 


40 


Ploughshares, 


30 


Rum, gallons, 


13,798 


Russia sheetings, pieces,. 


1970 


Sheets ready made, pairs, 


3 


Salt, barrels. 


4727 


Bologna sausages, lbs. 


100 


Salmon', lbs. 


2880 


Sardines, lbs. 


3180 


Serges, woolen, ells. 


736 


Frying pans. 


2985 
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Tallow, lbs. 


«10 


Do. manafoctured, Tba 


26,065 


Secretaries, mahogany. 


2 


Sewing silk, lt)s. 


278 


Silk of other descriptions, lbs. 


1,006 


Garden seeds, lbs. 


100 


Boot stockings, doE. 


18 


Bacon, ibs. 


8,068 


Wax, lbs. 


120 


Peas and beans, bwmfls, 


128 


Nails, lbs. 


^00 


Sugar, boxes, 


2,056 


Beef hides, 


2,409 


Calfskins, 


144 


Staves, M. 


24 


Flour, barrels, 


5,575 


Hams, lbs. 


2,996 


Wool, lbs. 


462 


Earthenware, crates, 


2 


Hogs' lard, lbs. 


11,88» 


Molasses, casks, 


312 
433 


Logwood, tons. 


Beaver skins, Ibe. 


179 


Otter do. lbs. 


6 


Raccoon and fox, Vim. 


138 


Deer, in hair, lbs. 


169,897 


Do. shaved, lbs. 


121,606 


Bearskins, 


983 


Buffalo robes. 


32 


Pimento, lbs. 


7,281 


Lead, in [Mgs, lbs. 


167,192 


Ash oars. 


200 


Snufi; bottles, 


54 


Tobacco, Kentucky, lb& 


87^622 


Do. in carrots, lb& 


7,768 


VOL. iL do 





a» 
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BMrds, of 10 to 12 feet^ €90 

Shingles, M. 30 

y anlTla, per M podg# 93 

The annaal prodiiM of ihe ptovirtoe was aupposed 
to con^t of 

3,000 lbs. of indigo, raftidly declining^ 

20,000 hales of cotton of 300 Iba eadi^ 
5,000 hhds. of sugar of 1000 Iba each, 
5,000 tosks of m<3teKW» of SO gallons eaeh. 

There were but few domestic maiHl&ettires. Th« 
AcadiaOB wrought some cotton into quilts and home* 
spun, abd in the more remote parts of the province, 
the poorer kind of people spun aad vi^ove wool 
mixed With cotton, into coarse cloth* There was a 
machin^&r spinning cotton in the parisb pf Iberville, 
^nd anddier in Opelousas; but neither was much em* 
ployed. In IVew-Orleans, there wfui a eensiderable 
manufacture of cordage, md a few mnfiU ofies of hair 
powde^ v^t^niceli and shot. There were near the 
city, ahoat a dozen of distilleries in wbioh about four 
thousana casks of taffia, of fifty gallons each, wei:e 
made, and a sugar refinery wtuch prodiieed about 
200,000 lbs. of loaf sugar. 

In the year 1802, twohundred and fi^*six vessels 
of all kinds entered the Missisaippi i fifteen of which 
^ere polific armed vessels: liie olbers merohantmeiit 
as follows: 



American. 


&Mmsh, 


French, 


dhir«» 48 


14 





Brigs, 63 


It 


1 


Polacres, 


4 





Sdiooners, 50 


« 





Sloo{i8^ 9^ 


1 
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pf^ftv^ hfigs^ nineteen sefcoM^rB Atid fi^e slo&p^ (sawter 
in ballast. 

Five Spanish ships and seveb scbooneifd eaMe ako 
in limflast. 

The tonnage of he m^Pi^h^ntm^rv, that ^M^red the 
Missiflsippi^was rwnty-three tbcmsand sef<Hirhuiidfi^d 
and twenty-five registered Wna 

In (he same year, there mited flmn the Mtssissippi : 
158 American ves^ls, 21383 Tons. 
104 Spanish, do. 975» deL 

3 French 4o. im do. 



365 31241 Total. 

The tonnage ^f ikM^ifi^fgA^thMwiniriwhi^^ 
that of pubiie armed ones; is not tncluderf. The 
latter took oS'kidsiiS, y&rds^ apsirsAnd navaii stored. 

There was a considerable coasting trade from 
Petifiaeola, Mobile and the rivers and creeks falling 
into lakes Ponchartrain and Maorepas and the 
neighboring coast From it, principally, New-Or- 
leans was supplied with ship timber, lime, charcoal 
and naval stores; Cattle was also brought from these 
places. Schooners and sloops of from eight to fifty 
tons, some of them 6cfl halT decked, were employed 
in that trade. Reckoning their repeated trips, five 
hundred of them entered the bayou St. John in 1802, 
with thirteen galleys and four boats. 

There was ^Iso some coasting trade between New- 
Orleans and the districts of Attakapas and Qpeloti- 
sas by the Balize. 
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Inmate of the produce shipped from New Orleans, 
in the year 1803^ inchidipgthatof the settlements on 
the Mississippi, Ohio, Slc. 

Flour, 50,000 barrel Umsy&fiOO 



Salt beef and pork, 3,000 barrels^ 


500 


Tobacco, 9,000 hog^eads,^ 


1,400 


Cotton, 34,000bal^ 


17,000 


Sugar, 4,000 hogsheads, 


3j000 


Molassee, 800 hogsheads, 


500 


Peltries, 


450 


Naval stores,. 


500 


Lumber, chiefly sugar boxes. 


5,000 



33,330 
Potash, Indian com, meaF, lead, cherry 
and walnut planksyhm(ipyaiasts,spars^ 
hams, butter^ lard, peas,, beans, bis- 
cuit^, ginseng, garlio^ cordage, hides^ 
staves, tobaax>r in carrots^ 6,650 



4o,ooa 



dttrk.-'^^rtkmh 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Claiborne's first proclamation — Superintendant of the 
revenue. — Court of pleas.-^^Communicaiion from the 
Spanish minister. — Spanish convention. — First terri* 
torialform of government' — Collection and navigation 
laws. — Proclamation of pardon to deserters. — Z>c- 
parture of Lcmssart and Wilkinson. — Dissatisfaction 
of the inhabitants.— General meeting. — Memorial to 
congress. — Jl dotation chosen to carry it — Bank 
of Ljouisiana. — Military associations. — Expedition to 
ike Pacific oeean.-^Insurrection at Bayou Sarah^ — 
The new government put in operation. — First session 
ef the legislative counciL^Expbring parties to the 
Washita and Red rivers. — Bishop of Monterey. — 
Second form of territorial gtyoemmmt.^Amendments 
prpposed by the deputation. — Land laws. — Office of 
discount and deposit of the Bank of the United States. — 
Second session of the legislative council. — Exploring 
party to the sources of the Mississippi — Captain 
Leuns reaches the Pacific ocean — The Marqms de 
Casa Ccdvo^ and the remaining Spcmsh troops^ leave 
JSTew Orleans. — Papers bull. — T^he Kempers seized at 
PinckneyviUe^ and liberated near Poi^Ue Coupee. 

THE first act of Claiborne^ on his entering on the 
functions of governor general and intendant 4f \be 
province of Louisiana, was a proclamation of the 
twentieth December, 1803, by which he declared thiEit 
the government heretofore exercised over the pro- 
vince, as well under the authority of Spain as under 
that of the French republic, had ceased, and that of 
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the United States was established Over it-^ that the in- 
hahitarits would be incorporated in the Union, and 
admittH), as soon as possible, according to the princi- 
ples of the federiil constitutiont to the enjoyement 
of all the rights, advantages and immunities of citi- 
aens of the United States, and m the mean time main-* 
tained and protected in the free enjojfment of dieir 
liberty, property and religioe, th4t the laws and mu- 
nicipal reflations in mroe,at the cessatiofi cf tfie 
late government, «tiU remained in vigoun He made 
known ihn powers, with wbioh htf waft invested^ 
that the oScejrs charged widh the execution of the 
laws, (except those ^IvDse powers were vested in hkn- 
aelC w in the persim diarged with tfie coUection of the 
revenue) were continued in the exercise of ^ir 
respective functions. He exhorted the pe<^e to jbe 
&iU)&l and true in their allegtanee to the United 
States, and obedient to the laws, umier ^ aSMvance, 
thai their rights would be under the guardianship of 
ihe United States,^ and dietr penKHia and property 
protected against force or violence, from widioiit and 
within. 

Trist, the eoliec»or of the United Stalesy at Fart 
Adams, had been appointed snperiniendmit of ^the 
revenue in the province. 

By the substitution of a mumcipal body to the 
Cabildo, Laussat had abolished the office of principal^ 
provisional and ordinary alcades; so that there re- 
mained in New-Orleans, no tribunal or officer, vested 
with judicial powers, but Claiborne and the alcades 
de barrio: to remedy this evil, he established, on the 
thirtieth of December, a court of pleas, composed of 
seven ju«itioes. Its ciyil jurisdiction was limited to 
cases, whicrh did aot f exceed in value three thousand 
dollars^ with an appeal to the govei^ior^ in cases where 
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it e]foeed6d live huiKifed* lis orimiaal jurisdiction 
extended to alt eftMS, in which the pttiNHhmerit did 
IMH jKieeed a fine,^ two huodr^* dollars and ira«- 
prisenment dufifig ^xty day^ Tb« justices bad 
individually syinjnary jurisdictioBtif del^ under tht 
jg^um of one hundred dollars; but from all their 
Jtidfnietits an appeal iay to the court of pleaa 

^rly in the new year^ (he Marqais de Gaaa Imj^ 
IBpani^ minister at WasbingloQ eity, gave assuranca 
lo the department ofstatetbi^t his sovereign bad given 
BO order Whatever for oppo^ng ihe delivery cf Loidat^ 
ana to the French, an i that tlte report o>urrent in tba 
United States, and eisewberef of the existehce of such 
an order, was wholly without foundation ; since there 
was no €on»exioti whatever between the pretended 
opposition and the representation made last year, hy 
Ibe Spanish rtriinistar to die government of the United 
States, on the defects which impaired the sale df 
Ix>ufeianai hy Frasice, to these stales^ in which he had 
tnanifested the just motives of the Spanish govern* 
menu \a protesting against that . alienation. Th^ 
Marquis added, that he waa commanded to make it 
known, that his mi^esty had since thoiight it proper 
to renounce bis protest, notwitln^tanding the solid 
grounds on which it was founded; afl^ding, in this 
way, a aew proof of bis benevolenee and mendship 
fiM* the United States. 

The predid^ot ratiHed a eonvention between tha 
United Stales and Spain on the 1 Idi of August, 18MS, 
which he had laid before the Senate, during the lasjt 
sesston^and which had notbeett definitively acted ooi 
when that badv ad^riM, 

By an act or eongress, of Ae twenty sixth of March-, 
die province of Louisiana wa& di videcL That part of 
^i aaudi of the MiflgiPfli|tpi tasritwy^ aad an east and 
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west line, begiofiing oh the river Mississippi, on the 
thirty-third degree of northern latitude, was erected 
into a distinct government, denominated the territory 
of Orleans: and the other was annexed, under the 
name of the district of Louisiana, to the Indiana 
territory. 

The executive powers of government, in the terri- 
tory, were vested in a governor, appointed for three 
years, unless sooner removed, by the president of the 
United States. He was commander in chief of the 
militia, and had power to grant pardon for offences 
against the territory, and reprieve, as. to those against 
the United States, till the pleasure of the president 
was known: he had the appointment of all civil and 
military officers, except those for whom other provisions 
were made by the act. 

A secretary of the territory was to be appointed, 
for four years, unless sooner removed, by the presi- 
dent His duty was, under the direction of the 
governor, to record and preserve all the papers and 
woceedings of the executive, and the acts of the 
legislature, and transmit authentic copies of the wl^ole, 
every six months, to the pri^ident In case of th^ 
vacancy of the office of governor, his duties devolved 
on the secretary. 

The legislative power was vested in the governor, 
and a legislative council, composed of thirteen free- 
holders of the territory, having resided one year 
therein, and holding no other appointment under the 
territory or the United Stktes. The territorial legis- 
lature was restricted from passing laws, repugnant to 
the constitution of the United States, laying any re* 
straint, burden or disability, on account of religious 
opinion, profession, or worship, preventing any one 
from maintaining his own, or burdening him with 
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that of others^ from the primary disposal of the soil, 
or taxing the lands of the United States. The 
governor was charged with the publication of the 
kiws and the transmission of copies of them to the 
{>resident, for the information of congress ; on whose 
disapprobation they were to be void. The governor 
had power to convene and prorogue the council 

He wo^ to procure ^nd transmit to the president, 
information of the customs, habits, and dispositions of 
the- people. 

The judiciaT powers were vested in a superior court, 
and such inferior court and justices of the peace, as 
Ihe legislature might establish ; the judges and justices 
of the peace holding their offices during four years. 
The superior court consisted of Uiree judges, one of 
whom constituted a court It had jurisdiction of all 
criminal cases, and exclusively of capital ones, and 
^iginal and appellate jurisdiction of all civil cases of 
4ie value of one hundred dollars and upwards: its 
sessions were monthly. In capital cases, the trial was 
to be by jury^ in all others, civil or criminal, either 
party might require it to be so. 

Provision was made for the writ of habeas corpus^ 
admission to bail in cases not capital and against 
acruel or unusual punishments. 

The judges, district attorney, marshal, and general 
officers of the militia, were to be appointed by the 
president, with the advice and cfonsent of the senate. 

The compensation of the governor was fixed at five 
^ousand ddUars, that df the secretary and Judges, at 
two thousand each, and that of the members of the 
legislative council at four dollars a day. 

The importation c^ slaves from foreign countries 
was forbidden, and that of those brought from the 
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Uni^d States was allowed only to citizens, bona fide 
owners, removing to the territory. 

All grants for land within the ceded territories, the 
title whereof was at the date of the treaty of San Ilde-, 
fonso, in the crown, government or nation of Spain, 
and every act and proceeding subsequent thereto, 
towards the obtaining any grant, title or claim to such 
lands, were declared to be null and void. There 
was a proviso, excepting the titles of actual settlers^ 
acquired before the twentieth of December, 1803. 
The obvious intention of this clause was to act on all 
grants made by Spain, after her retrocession to France, 
and without deciding on the extent of that retrocession, 
to put the titles thus acquired, under the control of the 
American government 

The president of the United States was authorized 
to appoint registers and recorders of land titles, who 
were to receive and record titles acquired under the 
Spanish and French governments, and commissioners 
who should receive all claims to lands, and hear and 
determine, in a summary way, all matters respecting 
such claims. Their proceedings were to be reported 
to the secretary of the treasury, and laid before 
congress for their final decision. 

By two subsequent acts, congress made provision 
for extending the collection and navigation laws of 
the union to the territory. 

Every vessel possessed of, or sailing under,a Spanish 
6r French register, and belonging wholly, on the twen- 
tieth of December last, to a citizen of the United States^ 
then residing within ihe ceded territory, or to any 
person being, on the thirtieth of April preceding, a 
resident thereof, and continuing to reside therein, and 
of which the master was such a citizen or resident, 
was declared capable of being enrolled, registered or 
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licensed, according to law^ and afterwards to bede- 
nominatf^ and deemed a vessel of the United States* 
Such inhabitants were, however, required before they 
availed themselves of these provisions, to t$ike an oath 
of allegiance to the United States, and to abjure their 
former one to the king of Spain, or the French 
republic* 

The inhabitants, thus taking the oath, were entitled 
to all the ben^iit^ and advantages of holding vessels of 
the United States, as resident citizens. 

The ceded territory and all the navigable waters, 
rivers, creeks, bays, and inlets, within the United 
States, emptying themselves into the gulf of Mexico,^ 
east of the river Mississippi, were annexed to the 
former Mississippi district 

The city of New Orleans was made a port of entry 
. and delivery, and the town of Bayou St. John a port of 
delivery. 

The district of Natchez was established, of which 
the city of that name was the sole port of entry and 
delivery. 

Foreign vessels were permitted to unload in the port 
^f New Orleans only, and the same restraint was im- 
posed on vessels of the United States, coming from 
France, or any of her colonies. 

Vessels from the cape of Good Hope, or any place 
beyond it, were admitted to an entry, in the port of 
New Orleans, only. 

The president of the United States was authorized, 
whenever he should deem it expedient, to erect the 
shores, waters and inlets, of the bay of Mobile, and the 
other rivers, bays apd creeks emptying themselves into 
the gulf of Mexico, east of the river Mobile and west 
of the river Pascagoula, into a separate district, and^ 
de^gnate within it a port of entry and delivery. The 
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territory was erected into a judteial district of the 
United States^ and a district court, with circuit codrl 
powers, was established therein. 

It having been represented to the President of the 
United States,, that many persons^ formerly engaged 
in the military service of the United States, and hav* 
ing deserted from it, had become inhabitants of the 
ceded territory, chiefly in that part of it immediately 
below the line of demarcation, on the left bank of the 
Mississippi, where they had establishments of prop- 
erty and ikmilies, and were in such hatnts of in- 
dustry and good conduct, as gave reasons to believe 
diey had became orderly and useful members of soci- 
ety^ he granted to ^very such deserter, as an inhabitant 
c^ the ceded territory, on the twentieth of December, 
1803^ a free and full pardon for his desertion, and a 
relinquishment of tbie term during which he Was 
bound to serva 

In the latter part of that mondi, Laussat sailed to 
ihe island of Martinico. He concluded his last com- 
munication to the minister from New-Orleans^ witb 
the following observations r ^The Americans have 
given fifteen millions of dollars for Louisiana ; they 
would have given sixty^ rather than not possess it*— 
They will receive one milBon of dollars for duties, at 
the custom house in New-Orleans, during the pre- 
sent year, a sum exeeeding the interest of their mo^ 
ney, without taking into consideration the value of the 
very great quantity of vacant lands. As to the twelve 
years, djmng which our vessels are to be received on 
the footingof national ones, they present but an illusive 
prospect, considering the war, an4 the impoe^ibility 
of our being able to enter into competition witli their 
merchantmen. Besides, all will in a E^ort Ume turn to 
&e advantage of Englii^ manufactures, by the great* 
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means, this place will exclueively enjoy, from its situ- 
ation, 16 supply the Spanish colonies, as far as the 
equator. In a few years, the country, as far as Rio 
BravOy will be in a state of cultivation. New-Orlesuos 
will then have a population of from thirty to fifty thou- 
sand souls ; and the new territory will produce sugar 
enough for the supply of North America and part of 
Europe; let us not dissimulate: in a few years the 
existing prejudices Will be worn off, the inhabitants 
will gradually become Americans, by the introduc-» 
lion of tiative Americans and Englishmen ;^^ a system 
already begun.^ Many of the present inhabitants will 
leave the country in disgust; those who Imve^ large 
fortunes will retire to the mother country; a great 
proportion will remove into the Spanish settlements; 
and the remaining few will be lost amidst the new 
comers. Should no fortunateamelioration oX politi- 
cal events intervene, what a magnificent Neuvdi^ 
Prance have we lost! The Creoles and French 
established here unite in favor of Fmnce, and can- 
not be persuaded that the ccmvention for the cession 
of Louisiana is any thihg but a polidcal trick; they 
think, that it will return under the deminioQ di 
France.'^ 

Wilkinson sailed to New- York, about the same 
time, leaving the command of the few commnies of 
the regular troops in die district to Major Forter: a 
company had been detached to Ni^hitodies, under 
Captain Turner; there was a smaller command at 
Point Gbupee; the rest were at New-Orleans and 
Fort Adams. 

The people of Louisiana, especially in New-Or- 
leans, were greatly dissatisfied at the new order of 
tilings. They complained that the person, whom 
Congress had sent to preside over them, was an ttt- 
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ier Stranger to their laws, manners and language, and 
had no personal interest in the prosperity of the 
country — that he was incessantly surrounded by new 
comers from the United States, to whom he gave a 
decided preference over the Creoles and European 
French, in the distribution of offices — that in the 
new court of pleas, most of the judges of which were 
Ignorant of the laws and language of the country, pro- 
ceedings were carried on in the English language, 
which Claiborne had lately attempted to introduce in 
the proceedings of the municipal body, and the suitors 
were in an equally^ disadvantageous situation, in the 
court of the last resort, in which he sat, as soIq 
judge, not attended, as the Spanish governors were, 
by a legal adviser ; that the errors into which he could 
not help falling, were without redress. They urged 
that, under the former government, an appeal lay from 
the governor's decision to the Captain General of 
the Island of Cuba, from thence to the Royal Audi- 
ence in that island, and in many ca^es from them to 
the council of the 1 ndies at Madrid. 

To these, a new cause of complaint was superad- 
ded by the late act of Congress, establishing the new 
form of government The people murmured at thej 
division of the province, which put off, to an almost 
indefinite period, their admission into the Union, as 
an independent state. They saw with displeasure tibat 
their rights continued,in the new supreme court, at the 
discretion of one individual, and that the introduction 
of slaves, from foreign countries, was absolutely pro- 
hibited, and that from the United States allowed only 
to new comers. 

Considerable distress was felt from the great scar- 
city of a circulating medium. Silver was no longer 
brought from Vera Cruz by government, and the 
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Spaniards were not very anxious to redeem ai large 
quantity odUperanzas, or certificates, which they had 
left afloat in the province, and which were greatly 
clepreciated. Claiborne sought a remedy for this evil, 
in the establishment of the Louisiana Bank, the ex- 
tension of the capital of which, was allowed to two 
inillions of dollars: but the people being absolutely 
unacquainted with institutions of this kind, and having 
sufiered a great deal by the depreciation of paper 
securities, heretofore emitted in the province, were 
tardy in according their confidence to the bank. 

The former militia was completely disorganised. — 
Most of«the individuals, who had lately arrived from 
the United States, had enrolled themselves in inde- 
pendent cbmpanies of volunteers, rangers, riflemen, 
artillery and cavalry, which Claiborne had formed 
and patrmiised. These military associations, in which 
very few of the natives entered, gave a more marked 
character to the new government, and more distinctly 
^revif the line between the two populations. 

The exploring of the region between the Pacific 
Ocean and the Mississippi was an object, in which 
the then President of the United States, had felt an 
early and lively interest While he was at the court 
of France, about twenty years before, he had em^- 
ployed a countryman of his, Ledyard, the famous tra- 
veller, to proceed to Kamschatka, take passage in 
some of the Russian ships, bound to Nootka ^und, 
and, landing in the middle states of the Union, to seek 
his way to them by land. Passports had been ob- 
tained nrom the Empress of Russia, and Ledyard took 
his winter quarters, within twenty miles fi-om Kams- 
chatka. In the spring, he was about to proceed, 
when he was^arrested by an oflicer, sent after him by 
jthe jEknpress, whose disposition had changed. He 
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was stmt up in a close carriage, and driven wi^ ^eat 
rapidity and without interruption, till he was left on 
the fronUers of Poland to follow the roiite his inclir 
nation pointed out. He to<^ thai of Egypt, with the 
view q[ reaching the sources of the Nile, and died at 
Cairo, on the 15th of November, 1788. 

In the year 179!2, Jefferson proposed to the Amet 
rican Philosophical Society, a subscription for attaint 
ing the same object, in the opposite direction ; funds 
were raised and the services of M ichaiix, a botanist, 
sent by the French government to die United States, 
were engaged. This men left Philadelphia, with a 
single companion, to avoid existing ^ispicion among 
the Indians: but he had scarcely reached Kentudkyi^ 
when he was overtaken by an order of the French 
Minister at Philadelf^ia, to desisi from his underr 
taking and piirsne his botanical inquiiies in the wesr 
tern states. 

In 1803, the act of Confess for es4a2)lishing tradr 
ing houses with the Indians, being ledbottt to expire, 
some modifications of it were recommended by a 
confidential message of the President, on the 18th of 
January, with an extension of its views to the trihes 
oa the Missouri. In order to pave the way for that 
puipose, the message proposed u> send a^i exploring 
party to Urace that Btream to its source across Uie high«- 
landsi, ^nd seek a water communication to the Pacific 
Oceaa Congress entered into the views of the 
President, and an ap|>raf^iation was accordin^y 
made. 

The command of the* expediticm was given to Merr 
riwethet Lewis, a captain of the Army of the United 
3tates, who had for some Uoie acted as private secn&- 
tary to the President and, who b^g desired to select 
the officer next in aunmaad, made choice of 
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Wilfiam Clark, a iM^otber of Colonel Clark, who, we 
have seen, distinguished himself as a panizan officer, 
on the banks of the Mississippi and the Wabash, du* 
ring the revolutionary war. Fourteen soldiers, some 
voung men from Kentucky, two French boatmen, a 
hunter, and a negro man belonging to Captain Lewis, 
with the two commanders, composed the party. 

Passports were obtained from the Spanish, French 
4nd British ministers at Washington City. 

The expedition did not reach Su Louis, until De- 
cember; and Delassus, the commandant general 
there, having no official direction, refused, notwith- 
standing the passport of the minister of the catholic 
king, to premit an armed force to cross his domin- 
ions, in that part of America, The party, therefore, 
wintered on the left side of the Mississippi, and did 
not set off till the fourteenth of May, possession of 
upper Louisiana having then fae^ taken by ihd U^itec) 
States. 

In the meantiiqey the dissatisfaction of the inhab- 
itants of New -Orleans, rose to such a degree^ that a 
determioatioQ was taken, by a few individuals, to in- 
duce their countrymen t^ solicit relief &om con* 
gress at its next session. For this purpose a meeting 
of the most influential nierchants in the city and 
planters in the neighborhood was called for tbi irst 
of June, when it was alniost unanimously determined 
to make application to congress for the repeal of so 
much of their late act, as related to the division of 
the ceded territory and the restrictions on the impor- 
tation of slaves, and to require the immediate ad- 
mission of lioqisiaaa into the Union. Jonei^ Liv- 
ingston, Pitot and Petit were appointed a committee^ 
duirged with preparing and submitting to ilia next 
Bpeeting the dr^ of a memonal io congresi. 
, VOL. II, 32 
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They made tlieir report to a much more nomerous 
meeting towards the beginning of July, by whom it 
was approved, and who made choice, from among^ 
themselves, of a committee of twelve, who weri^ 
charged with circulating copies of the memorial in 
the parishes, and procuring the signatures of the^ 
most notable inhabitants, and to collect voluntary 
contributions for defraying the expenses of a depu^* 
tation to be sent to WasMugton City wirh the memo- 
rial. They were further instructed to lay before a 
future meeting the names of six, individuals, out of 
whom there weire to be chosen for the deputation. 

At this last meeting, on the eighteenth, Derbigny^ 
Detrehan and Sauve were chosen^ and they set out in 
the fall. 

We have seen, in the preceding volume^ that on 
Great Britain having obtained possession of the left 
bank of the Mississppi, in the former century, th^re 
had been a great migration thither, from her colonies. 
It had since increased at various periods, and the 
Spanish government, in Louisiana, had favored it. 
Few French and Spanish families bad come to settle 
in a neighborhood in which the English language 
alone was spoken. An annexation to the United 
States was as much desired by the inhabitants of 
Thompson's Greek, Bayou Sarah and Baton Rotfge, 
as a continuation of the government of the French 
republic, below Manchac, or on the right bank of the 
Mississippi. The people, immediately bt low the 
line of demarcation, were disappointed a,t the omis- 
sion of the commisioners of the United States to in- 
sist on receiving possession of the country^ as far as 
Mio Periido. The late acts of congress, for extend- 
ing the collection and navigation laws of the United' 
States, having made provision for the establishment 
of a port of entiy and delivery at Mobile; and ports 
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of delivery in its vicinity, had satisfied them^ that 
the federal gavernment considered the country they 
inhabited, as part of the territory it had lately ac- 
quired. A considerable number of theqi assembled 
and determined on an attempt to drive the Spanish 
garrison from the fort at Bat<m Rouge. The stand- 
ard of revolt was raised, and a numW of men armed 
themselves and rode through the country, in vari- 
ous directions, to induce others to join tbem. TLeir 
efforts were not at first absolutely unsuccessful, and 
about two hundred men were collected; but s;ome mis- 
understanding having taken place among the princi- 
pal leaders, the project miscarried^ and the latter 
crossed the line^ to seek a refuge in the Mississippi 
territory. 

The government lately provided for the territory 
of Orleans^ went into operation on the first of Octo- 
ber. 

Claiborne had been appointed governor^ and 
Brown, secretary. 

Bellechasse^ Bor6, Cantrelle, Clark, Debuys, Dow^ 
Jones, Kenner, Mongan, Poydras^ Romau> WMkins^ 
and Wikoff, had been selected as members of the 
l^islative council. 

Duponceau, Eirby and Prevost^ were appointed 
judges of the superior court. 

Hall was the district judge of the United States ; 
Mahlon Dickenson, district attorney^ and LeBreton 
d^Orgeney, Marshal. 

Prevost op^ied the first territorial court, alone, na 
the ninth of November^ Duponceau having declined 
his appointment, Kirby having died. 

Bore^ Bellecbasse, Jones and Clark, having taken 
an active part in the meetings of the inhabitants^ 
deemed it inconsistent to give their aid to a form of^ 
government; against which they had. remonatrated^ ' 
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and declimd Aceeptiiig their' ietAn^ An ineffet^iiaV 
attempt to procure a quorum was made iti the latter 
part of November ; many of the other members re* 
fusing, or being tardy in gi^irlg9 their attendance ; so 
that the formation of the l^slatiye eouncil mnst have 
been protracted to a very distant period, had not 
Claiborne availed himself of an accidental circnm^ 
stajice. The christian names of the persons selected 
by the president oot being known at the department 
of Slate, blank commissions had been transmitted to 
Claiborne. He filled those far the four gentlemen 
who had declined, with the names of Dorciere, Floods 
Mather and Pollock, and a mere quorum Was qb* 
tained on the fourth of December. 

The territory was divided into twelve counties, in 
each of Which an inferior court was establish^, cmn- 
posed of one judge. Acts were passed, to regulate 
the practice of the superior and inferior or county coui^ 
Suits were to be instituted by a petition, in the form 
ofubill in chancery. The deflnitionof crimes and mode 
of prosecution in criminal ca^es, according to the com* 
mon lii4v of Ei^an^^ were adopted. Provision was 
made for the inspection of flour, pork and beef. Char* 
ters of incorporation were given to the city of '^ew 
Orleans, and to library^ navigation and insurance com^ 
panies. An university was established, Which was 
cbai^ged ^ith locating schools in each connty;^ but as 
na appropriation was muade, nor funds provided, for 
these seminaries, the views of the legislatwe were 
nek successfully carried into execution^ and tiie plan^ 
in a few years, ahscdutely failed. 

The council ac^oumed in February, after having 
anointed a committee ta pre^^e a civil and a cri- 
minal code^ with the assbtaaace of two professiond 
men, for whose remuneration ftva 
doUan ware «pptqpita4ad« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



way THE TWEOTH. MS 

The bank of the Unit^ States^ haviD^ procured 
an amendmeirt to their charter^ to authorise them to 
establish oftcea o£ discount and deposit ia the ierri<* 
tories^ established one in New Orleans. , 

This winter^ William Dunbar and Doctor Hunter^ 
with a party, employed by the United l^tates, explored 
jtht country 9 traversed by the river Wa^hita^ as high 
up as the hot springs^ in the ricinity of that stream. 

Airother party ^ led by a Mr/ Fr^eman^ ascended 
Bed river, to a considerable distance above Natchi- 
toches ; but^ being met by a detacbment of Spanish 
troops, were compelled to retrogade. 

Previous to the acquisition of Louisiana, the minify 
t^s of the United States had been instructed to 
endeavour to obtain the If loridas from Spain. After 
that acquisition, this object was still pursued, and 
the friendly aid of the French government towards 
this attainment was requested. On the suggestion of 
Talleyrand, that the tin» was unfavourable, the de* " 
sign was suspended. The government of the United 
States^ however, soon resumed its purpose: the 
settlement of the boundaries of Louisiaha was blended 
with the purchase of Florida^ and the adjUGd;mettt of 
heavy claims^ made by the United States, for Ameri- 
can property condemned in the ports ef Spam, dming 
the war which terminated by the treaty of Amien»» 

On his way to Madrid, Monroe, who was empow- 
ered, in conjunction with Pinckney, the American 
minister at the court of his catholic majesty^ to con* 
duct the negotiation, passed through Paris, and 
addressed a tetter to the minister of external relations^ 
in which he declared the object of his mission, arid 
bis views respecting the boundaries of (jouisiana. In 
bis answer to this letter, dated the twenty-first of 
December^ 1804, Talleyrand declared in distinct 
termsy that by tin treaty of San Idelfonsc^ Spain 
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retroceded to France no part of the territory east of 
Iberville, which had been held and known as West 
Florida^ and that, in all the negociations between the 
two powers, Spain had constantly refused to cede any 

5 art of the Floridas, even from the Mississippi to the 
lobile. He added, that he was authorised by his 
imperial majesty to say, that in the beginning of the 
year 1802, Bourtionville had been charged to open a 
negociation, for the acquisition of the Floridas ; but 
this proj.xt had not been followed by a treaty. Soon 
after Monroe's arrival at his place of destination, the 
negotiation commenced at Aranjuez. Every word in 
that article of the treaty of Han Ideforso, which reti o- 
ceded, Louisiana to France, was scanned by the 
ministers on both sides, with all the critical acumen^ 
which talents and zeal could bring into their service. 
Every argument drawn from collateral circumstances, 
connected with the subject, which could be supposed 
to elucidate it, was exhausted. ]So advance towards 
an arrangement was made, and the negotiation was 
terminated, leaving each party firm in its original 
opinion and purpose ; each persevered in maintaining 
the construction with which be had commenced. 

Don Dio Fremiro, Bishop of Montelrey, in the 
province of New Leon, whose diocese included, be- 
sides that province, those of San Andero, Goaguilh|» 
and Texas, being on a pastoral visit to Nagodoches^ 
came to the town of Nathitoches, where he spent a 
week. He was treated with great respect by the 
inhabitants. 

. The deputation from the territory of Orleans was 
not successful in thoir application to congress: that 
body passed a law, on 'the second of March, author- 
izing the president of the United States to establish 
within that territory a government similar to that of 
the Misi^issippi territory, in. conformity with the or- 
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dinance of the old congress ia ITST, except so far as 
relates to the descent and distribution of the estates of 
persons dying intestate, and the prohibition of slavery. 
Provision ivas m-tde for the admission of the inhabi- 
tants into the Union, on the same footing as other states^ 
as soon as the population of the territory amounted to 
sixty thousand s(>uls. 

The bill became an act, in the shape in which it 
was introduced^ notwithstanding the strenuous efforts 
of the deputation for the introduction of three amend- 
ments^ to which they attached great importance. The 
first \yB.Sf that the governor should be chosen by the 
presidertt of the United States^ oiit of two' indivi- 
duals, (^elected by the people : the second^ that an 
equity jurisdictiou should be given to the superior 
court : the last, a clause allowing the inhabitants 
permission to purchase slaves in the United States* 

An act was also passed for the confirmation of in- 
choate titles to land, and for grants to occupants of 
tracts, cultivated before the 20th of December^ 1803, 
with the permission of the local authorities. 

The legislative council held its sessions in .New-. 
Orleans, on the twentieth of June. Annual sessions 
of the superior court were directed to be holden in 
each county, except Concordia and Washita. Pro- 
vision was made for the relief of insolvent debtors, 
and the improvement of th^ inland navigation. A 
court of probates was established. The council ad- 
jouriied early in July. 

Towards the miiidle of the following month, Lieu- 
tenant Pike, let out from St Louis, on an explor- 
ii^ party to the sources of the Mississippi, in a large 
keel boat. He had with him a serjeant, two corpo- 
nils and seventeen privates. 

■' Burr, the late Vice President of the United States, 
this year made an e%€ursion in the western states. 
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The expedition, under flie orders of Capt Lewis, 
reached the extreme navigable point on the Mis^oari, 
on the seventeenth of August^ in latitode 43^ 20, at 
the distance, accor<ling to his computation^ of two 
thousand tve hundred and seirenty-five miles from 
the Mississippi. On the twenty-sixth, they began 
their march, and reached Flat rivw, a stream flow^ 
ing into the Columbia river, at the distance of three 
hundred and forty miles from the spot, on which they 
had landed on the Missouri. The gap of the Rocky 
Mountains, which they (grossed, was at the distance 
of sixty -eight nules from the M ssouri. Their routa 
was, for one hundred and forty miles, over high 
mountains, nearly half of which were covered with 
snow, eight or ten feet deep; in the lattor part of the 
way, the route^was very fine. 

At the distance of four hundred and sixty-two 
miles from the place, where they embarked, the tide 
became sensible, and one hundred and seventy -eight 
miks further, they reached the Ocean, on the seventh 
of November, in latitude 46, 15, and longitude 13^ 
57, from Greenock, and at the distance, according to 
their computation, of three thousand live hundred and 
fifty-four milea from the Mississippi. 

The width of Columbia river was, at its mouthy , 
one hundred and fifty yards; its utmost five hundred^ 
and its least eighteen. 

The officers of Spain had [Hrotracted their stay, 
in New-Orleans, for several months, beyond the 
time limited by the treaty, until the American govern- 
ment, distrustful of such an unreasonable delay, had 
actually forced thfir departure; the Marquis ^ 
Casa Galvo, did not depart till the summer, when he 
made an excursion through the provinces of Spain, 
in the neighborhood of the United States, as tar as 
(Jhihuidiua* After their departure^ the Spanish 
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troops which had remained la New- Orleans, left it 
for Pensacola* 

By a Pope's bull of the first of September^ the 
spiritual administration of the diocess of Louisiana^ 
was committed to bishop Carrol of Baltimore. 

The few Spaniards, that remained in the territory 
and many of the <:reole8, were unwilling to believe 
the country was really lost to its former master, and 
the opinion was cherished among them, that the 
Urdted States held Louisiana, in trust, during the 
war. On the east and the west, the Spaniards were 
stil^ in great relative force. Many parties were hov- 
ering on the frontiers, provoking vexatious 'contests 
about limits, occasionally violating, with armed force, 
and even with outrage, the unequivocal and undis- 
turbed territories of the Union. 

In the night of the twenty-third of September, a 
party of armed men from Baton Rouge came to 
PinckneyviUe,inthe Mississippi territory, and forcibly 
seized three brothers of the name of Kemper, who, 
having taken an active part in the insurrection at 
Bayou Sarah, in the preceding year, had sought re- 
refuge beyond the line of demarcation. The party 
returned with their prisoners, as far as Bayou Tu- 
nica, where, after much ill treatment, they were put 
on board of a boat for Baton tiouge 'As they came 
to a part of the river where it makes a lagebend^ 
they were discovered by a negro man, who crossing 
a narrow neck, reached Point Coupee, where he 
gave information to Lieutenant Wilson of the artillery, 
who without loss of time manned a boat, and soon after 
met the one, in which the Kempers were, he made 
himself master of and brought her to Point Coupee, 
where they were liberated, and tbeir captors lodged 
in prison. 
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On the Mobile, the American trade was incessant-^ 
ly harrassed with searches and obstructions, and at 
times, subjected to heavy exactions. 

From Nacogdoches, the American seldements, near 
the Sabine and on Red River, were occasionally me- 
naced and disturbed. From the Sabine to New-Or- 
leans, the country was absolutely e(>en to an invaden 
There was but one place of strength, besides New- 
Orleans; Baton Rouge in a settlement, still occupied 
by the Spaniards, although within the territory claim- 
ed by the United States* 

By a treaty concluded at Tellico, on the sevenlii 
of October, die Cherokee Indians agreed that, as the 
mail of the United States was ordered to be carried 
from Knoxville to New-Orleans through the Chero- 
kee, Choctaw and Creek countries, the citizens of the 
United Stales should have, as far as it goes through 
dieir country, the free and unmolested use of a road 
leading from Tellico to Tombigbee. 

By a convention between the United States and the 
Creeks, at Washington City, on the fourteenth of No- 
vember, these Indians agreed that the United States 
should forever thereafter have a right to a horse path 
through the Creek country, from the Ocmulgee to the 
Mobile river, and their citizens should, at all times, 
have a right to pass peaceably on said path. The 
Indians promised. to have boats kept at the several 
creeks for the transportation of travellers, their horses 
and baggage, and houses of entertainment, at suitable 
places along said pathf for the entertainment of tra- 
vellers. - , 

Arckivcs. — CrazelUs. 
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CHAPTER Xnt 

JSTew form of government* — Officers. — Meeting of the 
house of representatives. — Bishop of BaUtmore. — 
Vicar general, — ftetum of the Marquis of Casa Calva. 
— Encroachment of the Spaniards in the west. — 
Major Porter.-^-Don Simon de Cordero. — Don 
Antonio de Herrera. — First territorial legislature^ 
under the new government. — Secretary at war*s 
orders to Wilkinsbn. — Pikers expedition up the 
Missouri. — Claiborne goes to JVatchitoches. — His 

communication to Herrera. Cushing sent to 

JVatchitoches. — Wilkinson arrives therc-^His com- 
munication to Cordero. — First rumours of Burros 
movements. — Wilkinson marches towards the Sabine. — 
The president sends a confidential agent to the western 
states.' — Proclamation*':^ fVUkinson enters into arrange-- 
ments with Cordero and Herrera^ and sencb the troops 
to Jfew^Orleans. — He proceeds to JVatchez. — Burling 
sent to Mexico. — Wilkinson goes down to JSTew 
Orleans. — He fortifies that city. — Sends an officer to 
Jamaica. — Meeting of the merchants. — Arrest of 
B oilman^ Swartout and Ogden. — Writs of habeas 
corpus. — The prisoners shipped to the United States, — 
Judge Workman.-'^econa session of the legislature.^ 
Arrest of Adair ^ Workmhn^ Kerr^ and Bradford. — 
Burr arrested ctt JVatcheZf is bound over, escapes and 
is retaken. — Burling feturns from Mexico ana Swann 
from Jammca. 

THE new form of government, provided by the 
late act of congress for the territory of Orleans, differ- 
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ed principally from the former, in the election of the 
house of representatives immediately, and a legislative 
council mediately, by the peopla 

The governor, secretary and judges of ihe superior 
courts were to be appointed by the president of the 
United States, with the advice and consent of the 
senate; the first of these officers for three, and the 
second for four years, unless sooner removed by the 
president of the United States. The judges held their 
offices during good behaviour. 

The legislative council was composed of five, and 
the house of representativt^ of twenty-five members. 

The members of the legislative council were chosen 
by the president, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, out often individuals, selected by the house of 
representatives of the territory. Their period of ser- 
vice was five years, unless sooner removed by the 
president of the United State& The only qualifica- 
tion required from them was a freehold estate, in five 
hundred acres of land. 

The members of the house of representatives were 
elected for two years. Citizenship of one of the 
United States for three years, and a residence in the 
territory, or three years residence in the territory^ 
were required from the elected, and, in either case, a 
fee simple estate in two hundred acres of land. The 
qualifications of the electors, were citizenship of the 
United States, and a residence in the territory, or two 
years residence in the territory. 

-The salaries of the officers •above motioned were 
the same as under the preceding fonn of government 

All other officers were to be appointed by the 
governor. 

The act of congress had a bill of rights. 

The people of Louisiana complained, that in this 
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form, as in the preceding, their lives and property 
were, in some degree, at the disposal of a single indi- 
vidual, from whose decision there was no appeal ; the 
law declaring any one of the judges of the superior 
court a quorum. 

Claiborne had been appointed governor, Graham 
secretary, and Prevost, Sprigg and Mathews judges of 
the superior courts 

The house of representatives met on the fourth of 
November, for the purpose of nominating to the pre- 
sident of the United States ten individuals, but of 
whom he was to choose a legislative council. Their 
choice fell on Bellechasse, BouHgny, the chevalier 
d'Ennernours, Derbigny, Destrehan, Gurley, Jones, 
Afacarty, Sauve, and Villere. 

The bishop of Baltimore made choice, on the 
twenty-ninth of December, of Olivier, the chaplain of 
the nunnery in New-Orleans, for his vicar general in 
the territory. 

The marquis de Casa Calvo reached Natchitoches, 
on his return from the neighboring Spanish provinces, 
on the first day of the new year. He was visited by ma- 
jor Porter, who commanded the small garrison at that 
post,and by hisofficers; but he was not permitted toenter 
the for^ He tarried but thre^ days, and proceeded to 
Pensacola, by the way of Baton Rouge. 

A short time afterwards, a small detachment from 
the garrison of Nacogdoches came to establish a new 
post, at the Adayes, on the road from Nacogdoches to 
rfatchitoches, within fourteen miles from the latter 
place: and accounts were received, that don Antonio 
Cordero, governor of the province of Texas, had 
inarched from San Antonio, with a body of six hun- 
dred regulars, some militia, a few Indians and a con- 
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siderable number of hocses, mules and cattle. He 
had stopped on the banks of the river Trinity, where 
he had been joined by don Simon Herrera, the com- 
mandant of Montelrey, in the province of New Leon, 
who had been sent with a reinforcement by don 
Nemesio Salccdo, the captain general of the internal 
provinces. 

Porter received, on the twenty-fourth of January, 
orders from the department of war, to require from 
the commanding officer at Nacogdoches, assurance 
that there should be no further inroads, nor acts of 
violence, committed by the forces of Spain, on the 
eastern side of the river Sabine, and in case the assu- 
rance was rdiised or disr^arded, to be on the alert 
for the protection of the citizens of the United States, 
pursuing their lawful concerns, westward of the Mis- 
sissippi He was instructed to send patrols dirough 
the country, eastward of the Sabine, which was con- 
sidered as part of the territory of the United States, 
especially, when armed men, not under the authority 
of the United States, attempted to cross that stream: 
to repel invasion, by pursuing and arresting invaders; 
avoiding, however, the spilling of blood, when this 
could be done without it He was directed to deliver 
any Spanish subject, thus arrested, to the coinmanding 
officer, at Nacogdoches, if he would give assurances 
to have them punished, but, otherwise, to deal with 
them as Claiborne would advise. It was recommend- 
ed to him, in patrolling the country around the settle^ 
ment of Bayou Pierre, which was widiin the territory 
of the United States, but of which no possesion had 
yet been taken, not to disturb the inhabitants, unless 
an aggression made it necessary to take possession of 
the settlement and send the garrison to Nacogdoches. 
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In case the commandant of the latter poi^ gave the 
assurance required from him, any peaceaUe int^- 
course between it and the settlement onBaycm Pierre 
was not to be objected to; but if the assurance was 
refused, all intercourse between the two places was to 
be prohibited. 

Porter, accordingly, sent lieutenant Piat^ with a 
corresponding message to Nacogdoches. Don Se- 
bastian Rodriguez, to whom it was delivered, answ^- 
ed that no encroachment had been intended, nor any 
violence offered, by any part of his garrison, except 
so far as was necessary to prevent a contraband trade 
and the exportation of horses. He added, duty for- 
bade him to give the assurance required, and he had 
ordered his parties to patrol as far as arrqjo hando. 

On Piatt's return. Porter sent captain Turner, 
with sixty men, to remove the Spanish force from the 
post they had lately occupied at the Adayes, near 
Natchitoches. This was effected whhout difficulty, on 
the fifth of February, and Turner went to patrol the 
country, as far as the Sabine. 

In the meanwhile, don Sebastian had s^fit an officer 
of his garrison to the settlement of Bayou Pierre, to 
remind the iiihabitants of the allegiance they owed 
to the catholic king, and the obligation they were 
tinder to join* his standard^ whenever called upon by 
any of his officers. He gave therh assurances, that 
Red river would soon be the boundary between the 
territory of Spain and that of the United States. 

Cordero had sent a large reinforcement to Nacog* 
doches: Porter had not two hundred men, under his 
orders, on Red river. In a letter to the secretary of 
war, of the fifteenth of February, he stated the great 
disaifiectibn bf the people around him: nineteen of 
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whom, out of twenty, preferred the government of 
Spain to that of the United States. He attributed this 
disposition to the intrigues of the marquis de Casa 
Galvo, who had assur^ the inhabitants, on his way, 
that the period was not very distant, when his sove- 
reign would resume possession of the country. 

The first territorial legislature, under the new form 
of government, met in New-Orleans, on the twenty^k* 
fifth of January: the members of the legislative coun- 
cil, cappointed by the president of the United States^ 
were Bellechasse, Destrehan, Macarty, Sauv6 and 
Jones. 

The session lasted for upwards of five months. 
Among the most important acts is a black code, or 
statute regulating the police of slaves. Provision was 
made for establishing schools in the several counties, 
for regulating the rights and duties of masters, appren- 
tices and indented servants, and for the improvement 
of the navigation of the canal of Lafourche and the 
bayou Plaquemines. 

The attempt of the former legislative council to pro- 
cure a civil and criminal code for the territory, having 
failed, two profe3sional gentlemen were employed to 
prepare a civil code, and directed to take the former 
laws of the country as the ba^is of their work. 

The assemblage of several bodies of Spanish troops 
on the fiastern boundary of the province of Texas, 
rendering the reinforcement of the military posts, in 
the lower part of the Mississippi necessary, orders 
had been transmitted from the department of war, es 
early as the fourth of March,^ to Wilkinson, who was. 
then at St Louis, to make the necessary arrangements 
for the removal of all the troops in his neighbourhood, 
(except (me company) to fort Adams: and four days 
after he was directed to order colonel Cushing, with 
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three companies, and four field pieces, to proceed to 
Natchitoches, without stopping at fort Adams, and to 
send the rest of the forces down the river^ under ihe 
orders of Ueutenant colonel Kingsbury. On the sixth 
of May, Wilkinson received orders to repair to the 
territory of Orleans, or ils vicinity, take the com- 
mand of the regular forces in that quarter, and of such 
volunteer bodies and militia as might turn out jfbr the 
defence of the country, and, by aU means in his power, 
to repel any invasion of the territory 4>f 4he United 
States. 

The secretary of war recommeRded,that the earliest 
opportunities should be taken lo give to the governors 
of the provinces of Texas aad West Florida, a clear 
view of the principles on which the government of the 
United States was acting, viz^ 4hat, while mgociations 
were pending, * the mihtary posts dT neither par^ 
should be advanced: that whatever opinion might be 
entertained with regard (to the boundaries of Louisiana, 
BO military naeasiire should be pursued on either side ; 
and i^ might be depended upon, that none would bo 
resorted to, on the part. of the United States, unless 
the officers of the CathoKe kin|( should attempt a 
change in the listing ordtf -of thmgs: that the actual 
quiet possession l^ the United States of the country, 
east of the Sabine, should be insisted upon, 4( with the 
trifling exception of the settlement of Siayou Pierre) : 
and any attempt, on the part of Spain to occupy any 
new post east of die Sabine, would be viewed by the 
UnitiKl States, as an invasion of 4heir territorial nghtsii 
and resisted as such. 

Measures were,4it the same time, iekdn by the de- 
partm^itof war £br erecting fortifications, at New- 
Orleans and near ik Nine gunboats were sent to tbef 
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were srat down the Ohio, and by sea, to fill nbn 
oooipanies in that quarter. 

Coshing reached Natchitoches on the first of Jrnio. 

The attentioii of gOYeroment was not, however, ein- 
STOssed by these mihtary preparations. Lieutenant 
rike was sent, towards die middle of Joly, up the 
Missouri, with lieutmant Wilkinson, a son of the 
general, a surgeon, a sergeant, two corporals, six^- 
teen privates and an interpreter. The objeci of thks 
expedition was to escort several chiefi of the Osage 
and Pawnee nations, who, with a number of women 
and children, were returning from a visit to the presi* 
dent of the United States, with their preseMei and 
baggage. These Indians, fifty-one in number, had 
been adeemed fima captivity among the Potomato- 
mies, and were to be restored to their tneois at the 
Osage towns. 

Although the escorting of these Indians wm tiie 
first object to which Pike's attrition w9l^ diremed, H 
was not the prindpal one: it was next lo be turned to 
the accomplishment of a permanent peaoe betwem 
the Osages and Kanses: a tiiifd oli^t was his effect* 
ing an interview with the Yanetons, Tetans and 
Comanches, in order to establish a good und^stand* 
ing among these tribes, 

it being an object c^much interest with tiie pr^* 
dent of th^ United States to ascertain rtie direction, 
extension and navigation of the Arkansas and Red 
nvers. Pike was instructed to go to the head of tiiese 
streams, and to detach a paity, with a fewlndians, » 
descend the 0m stream, to take the courseS^ and 
distances, observe the soil, tribes, ^lu;. and note the 
oreeks or bayous lulling into tbe river; tiiis pttrtj was, 
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on raMhing the Mississippi, to make die best of its 
way 10 fort Adams and wait for further ordera 

Pike was next to proceed with the rest erf* the party 
to the head of Red river, m^LiBg particular remarioi 
mi the geographical structure, natural history an4 
population of the country: he was furnished with 
instruoients to ascertain the Variation of the magnetic 
needle and the latitude of every remarkable point: 
to ohs^ve the eclipses, of Jupiter's satellites, and the 
periods of immersions and ^nersions, in order that, 
afterwards, by a resort to particular tables, the longi- 
tude of the places of observation might be ascertained. 
He was directed to descend Red river to Natchitoches; 

On the rise of the legislature, Claiborne had ordered 

Krts of the militia of the counties of Opelousas and 
Apides, to Natchitoche& On his arrival at the latler 
place, towards the end of August, he found, that the 
Spanish force, on the eastern boundary of this province 
of Texas, was divided into two main bodies: Cordero 
was at Nacogdoches, with the one, the other was 
encamped on the western bank of the Sabine, under 
Herrera. He was informed that, an armed Spanish 
party had lately gone to the Caddo village, withi(i the 
territory of the United States, in which that flag Wa 
displayed, and had cut down its staff, menacing the 
peace and tranquili^ of these Indians, in case they 
persisted in acknowledging any dependence on the 
government of the UnitedStates, or in keeping up an 
intercourse with their citizens: that three of the latter, 
Shaw, Jrwin and Brewster, had been apprehended by 
a Spanish patrol, within twelve miles of Natchi* 
loches, and forcibly carried to Nacogdochesf and 
that several slaves, the property of citizens of the 
United States, had escaped &om the service of their 
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masiers to the latter place, where th^ had found an 
asylum. 

On the twenty-sixth, he despatched Hopkins, the 
adjutant general of the territory of Orleans, to Herre- 
ra, to make representations to that officer, of the insults 
dfered to the government of the United States last 
winter, by a Spanish patrol, who had compelled the 
exploring party und^r Freeman, who was ascending 
Red River, to retn^de, and, also, in relation to the 
recent ouft'i^^ Herrera informed Claiborne that 
he had transmitted his communication to Salcedo, the 
captain general— that the exploring party had, as^ 
eended Red River far above the Kmits of the United 
States, and the officer who commanded the patrd, that 
met him, had discharged his duty in insisting on the 
party's descending the river, tiU tbey reaeh^ the 
boundary Kne~-that the Caddo village was within the 
acknowledged territory c^ Spain, and these Indians 
had been notified that, if they chose to live under the 
protection' of the United States, they should remove 
to some part of the territory of their new fiiends, and, 
if they chose to continue to dwell in their village, they 
should take down the flag of the United States-— 
that having chosen the k^ alternative, and being 
more tardy in lowering the flag, than appeared reason* 
able, it had been done by the Spaniards— ^tbat Shaw 
and his companions were found twice, on different 
days, observing the position and movements of the 
troops under Herrera, and did nc^ agree in tbe mo- 
tives assigned by them for encroachii^ on the king's 
dominions, and finally avowed their intention of set- 
fling in the province; whereupon they had been sent 
under an escort to San Antonio— Itnally, that the de- 
tention of a numbw of slaves fromXouisiaBa, at Nfr* 
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eogdodies, was a matter now under the considers^on 
of the captain general 

Wilkinson reached Natchez on the sixth of Sep* 
fember. At this place, he made mrangements with 
the executive c^ the Missismppi territory, for holding 
its militia in readiness. He sent an order to New- 
Orleans ^r stationing four galleys on Lake Punchar- 
train and the rigolets, and for reinforcing the detach- 
ment of Point Coupee to seventy-five men ; a number 
which he deemed sufficient, witn some mihtia, to take 
Grandpre and his garrison, at Baton Rouge, on this 
first order; and he instructed the commandif^ officer 
on the Tombigbee to prepare with his garrison, and 
two hundred militia, to invest Mobile, while another 
body of militia should be sent to make a feint on Pen-^ 
sacola, in order to prevent succour being sent from 
thence to Mobile. 

Claiborne had been desirous of making an imme-^ 
diate attack on Herrera's camp ; but the force he could 
command was insufficient, and the officer who com- 
manded the garrison, had orders to ^void a resort to 
ofiwsive measures till the arrival of the general. The 
two chiefs met at Alexandria; Claiborne returned 
to New-Orleans, in order to take measures for hold- 
ing the militia cf the territory in readiness, and Wil- 
kinson proceeded to Natcbttochea 

On the twenty-fourth, he despatched Cushing ta 
Nacogdoches with a communication to Cordero, 
couched in the style recommended by the secretary of 
war, and demanded the immediate removal of the 
Spanish troops to the west of the Sabine. Cordero 
replied he would transmit the communication to the 
captain general, without whose orders, he could not 
act On this Wilkinson informed him, the troops of 
the United States would march to the Sabine — that 
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the sole object of this nMMremciit was to settle die 
boundary, claimed by his goverament, and that il 
was without any hostile intention against the troops of 
'Spain, or her territory; this mardi being rendered 
essential by some of Herrera's hte moTements, and 
the position newly taken by some of the troops, im« 
mediately under Cordero^s orders, close oh the wes* 
tern bank of the Sabine, within sixty miles from 
Ifetchitoches. 

In the meanwhile, the president of the United 
States had received informaMn, that designs were ia 
agitation in the western states, unlawful and nm 
friendly to the peace of the union ; and that the prime 
mover of them was Burr, the late vice president of the 
United States. The grounds of that information being 
inconclusive, the object uncertain, and the fidelity (x 
the western states known to be firm, no immediate 
step was takea A rumor was gaining ground, that a 
numerous and powerful association, extending from 
New- York, dirough the western states, to the golf of 
Mexico had been formed-~that eight or ten thmumnd 
men were to rendezvous in New-Orleans, at no dis« 
tant period, and from thence, with the co-operation of 
a naval force, follow Burr to Vera Cruz — that agents 
from Mexico had come to Philadel{^ia, during the 
summer, and had given assurances that the luraing 
of the expedition would be followed by such an imme^ 
diateand general insurrection, as wouki ensure the 
subversion of the existing government, and silence all 
opposition within a very few weeks— ^that a part of the 
association would descend the Alleghany river, and 
the first general rendezvous would he at the rapids of 
the Ohio towards the twentieth of October, and fitmi 
thence the aggregate force was to proceed, in light 
boa^ with the utmost veloci^, to New*Orleaas, no* 
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der an expectation of being joined on die route by 
men raised in che state of Tennessee and other quar* 
lers. 

It was said that the maritime co-operation relied on, 
was firom a British squadron in the West Indies; that 
active and influential characters had been engaged ia 
making preparations fin* six or eight months past, 
which werein such a state of reactiness, that it was 
expected the van would reach New^rleans in De* 
oember, when it was expected the necessary oi^niza* 
lioH and equipment would be completed with such 
promptitude, that the expedition would leave the Mis« 
aissippi towards the first of February; it was also ad- 
ded, that the revolt of the slaves, along the river, was 
depended upon as an auxiliary measure, and that the 
seizure of the money in the vaults of the banks in New- 
Orleans, was relied on to supply the funds necessary 
to carry on the enterprise^ 

Giving full credit to these reports, Wilkinson deter- 
termined on making the best arrangement he could 
with the Spaniards, in order that he might descend to 
New'-Orleans, with the greatest part of his force. 
Accordingly on the twenQr-ninth of October, being on 
bis march to the Sabine, he sent Burling, one of his 
aids-de^mmp, to Cordero, with a written message, 
proposing that, without yielding a pretension, ceding a 
right, or interfering widi discussions Which belonged 
to their superiors, the state of things, at the delivery 
and possession of the province to the United States, 
sllould be restored by the withdrawal of the troops 
of bodi governments, (rooi die advanced posts they 
occupied, to those of Nacogdoches and Natchitoches, 
fespectiyely. He proposed that Gordero^s accession 
to this proposal should be cdhciusive, and promised 
to begin his rettogade march on the day die ^Spanish 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



eamp^ on the right bank of the Sabifief should be 
broken up, under a stipulation that the trocuM^-of the 
United States should not cross Arrojo tiondo^ ad 
long as those of Spain should not the Salune, kmt 
until further orders were giv€» by their^ respecti?e 
governmenta 

Gordero assured Burling that Wilkinson^s propo- 
sition entirely met his views; but he addjeyl, his hands 
were tied by the captain generals* orders, whom lie 
was bound to consult Burling had been furnished 
widi a copy of the message to Gordero, which he had 
on his way left with Herrera, who <m his return, iiw 
formed him, that the officer next in command would, 
on the next day, visit Wilkinson, and every thing 
should be arranged It appears that Herrera waft 
less punctilious £an Cwdero; for on 4ie following 
day, the officer brought to Wilkinson, Herrera's as* 
sent to his proposition. 

Oa the fifth <^ November, Wilkinson, having re« 
ceived information, that the Spanish camp, on the 
Sabine, .would be broken up on that day, b^n his 
march towards Natchitochea Immediately on his 
arrival there, he directed Porter to proceed to New- 
Orleans, with the utmost expedition,.and to repeir^ 
mount and equip for service every *piece of ordnance 
in the city, to employ all hands in preparing shelki 
grape, canister and musket cartridges uith buck shot, 
to have every fiekl piece ready, with hose, ham^s aiid 
dr^g ropes, and to mount six or% eight battering can- 
nons on fort St Charles and fort St Louis, below and 
above the city, and along its front, flanks and rear. 

In the meanwhile, the president of the United 
Slates began to perceive the object of die conspiracy; 
but his information was so blended and involved in 
mystery^ that nothing certain oould be sought out hr 
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punsmt In dm state of oncanaintjr he ibonght it 
best to order to the field <^ aetkxi, a person in whose 
integrity, reliance and confidence coald be placed, 
with instructions to inTestigate the pkH goii^ on, to 
enter into conferences (for which tie was furnished 
with sufficient credentiak) with the civil and military 
officers of the western stati^ and with their aid to call 
on the spot, whatever shoiild become necessary to 
discover the designs of the conspirators, arrest their 
means, bring tfieir perscms lo pnnishment, and catt 
^ut the force of the country to suppress any enterprise 
in which they were found to be engaged His choice 
fell on Graham, the secretary of die territory of Or* 

■e9TB9k 

- It being known, at this tiiiie, that many boats were 
in preparation, stores and provisions collected^ and 
«n unusual number of suspicious characters in mo- 
tion on the Ohio and its triUita'ry streams, orders were 
given to the governors of the Misnssippi and Orleans 
territories, and to the commander of the land and naval 
Ibrces there, to be on their guard against surprise, and 
in constant readiness to resist any enterprise dmt 
might be attempted ; and on the e^hch d November, 
instructions had been sent to Wilunsoii to hasten an 
accommodation with the Spanish commander on the 
Sabine^ and foH back with his principal force on the 
Either bank oF the Mississippi ; a measure, which we 
have seen, he had already anticipated. 

The report was, that Burr had in eoi^Biphttion 
three distinct objects, which mi^ be carried on Jdn^ 
or separately, and eitberfirBt, as circumstances might 
require* One of these was the separation fitNn the 
union of the portion ^country west of the Alleghany 
moontains-'-another an attack on Mexico-^-die last 
was provided ae meiefy ostemiMe: it waaihe settie- 

rou u. 8S 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



274 GHAPTER ' [!«(>• 

ment of a vast tract of land, heretofbi^e granted to the 
Baron de Bastrop, on the banks of the Washita riyer. 
This was to ^rve as the pretext of all the preparations . 
of Burr, an allurement for such as really wished for a 
settlement on that stream, and a cover under which to 
retreat on the event of a final discomfiture* 

Such was the state of information at WadiingtoD 
City, in the latter part of November, when specific 
measures were openly adopted by government On 
the twenty-seventfi, the president of the United States 
issued a proclamation, announcing the existence of a 
conspiracy, and warning such citizens as might have 
been led, without due knowledge or consideration, to 
participate therein, to withdraw and desist therefroin, 
and calling on all officers, civil and military, to be 
vigilant and active in ^ippressing it. 

Orders were sent to every important point on the 
Ohio and Mississippi, fi*om Pittsburgh to the Balize, 
for the employment of such part of the civil authority, 
as might enable them to seize all boats and stores, 
provided for the enterprise and arrest all persons con- 
cerned. ' A short time before these orders were re- 
ceived in the state of Ohio, Graham, the president's 
confidential agent, had been diligently employed in 
tracing the conspiracy and had acquired sufficient in- 
formation to apply for the immediate exertion of the 
authority of that state to crush the combination. Go- 
vernor Tiffin and the legislature, with zeal and energy, 
effected the seizure of all the boats, provisions and 
other things provided, within Uieir reach. 

Thus, was the first blow given, materially disabling 
the enterprise in die onset 

In Kentucky, a premature attempt to bring Burr to 
justice, without sufficient evidence to convict him, had 
procured a momentary impression in bis fiivor ; which 
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gave him the opportunity of hastening his equipmenta 
The aririyal of tlie president's proclamation and orders 
atid the appHcati6n of Graham, at last awakened the 
authorities of the state to the truth, and produced the 
energy and promptitude of which the neighboring 
state had given the example. Under an order of the 
legislature, the militia was instantly ordered to differ- 
ent important points, and measures were taken for 
efiecting whatever could be done; but a small number 
of men, in a few boats, had, in the meanwhile, passed 
the falls of the Ohio, to rendezvous at the mouth of 
Cumberland river, with others coming down that 
stream. 

Porter had left Natchitoches for New-Orleans, with 
all the artificers and a company of one hundred men^ 
and had been followed by Cushing with the rest of 
the forces, leaving only one company behind. Wil- 
kinson, on his way to New-Orleans, stopped at 
Natchez and made application to the executive of 
the Mississippi territory, for a detachment of five 
hundred men of its militia, to proceed to New -Or- 
leans, but declining to communicate his motives in 
making this requisition, was refused. From this 
place, on the fifteenth of November, he despatched 
burling, ^ne of his aids, to Mexico, for the ostensible 
purpose of apprising the Viceroy of the danger, with 
which his sovereign's dominions were menaced; but, 
as the general mentions in his memoirs, ^^on grounds 
of public duty and professional euterpr se to attempt 
to penetrate the veil which concealed the topographical 
route to the city of Mexico, and the military defences 
which intervened, feeling that the equivocal relation 
of the two countries justified the ruseP 

Wilkinson reached New-Orleans, towards the end 
of November, and in his first •ommunicaition to the 
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president of flw Uiitod StAtes^ after 1ii« arrinili sra^ 
tioned, tliat amoi^ bis conrnttymcn^ be bad discov- 
ered cliaractert^ wbo iiad bitherto beeo distiii^bbed 
for integrity and patriottM&t ^^oitn loi talentsi bopored 
bj tbe confidence of eovernmeat and disUngnisbed 
by marks of its regard^ who^ if not connected witb 
Ibe flagitious pla» by active co-operation, approved 
it^ and withbeld timely and important information 

Accounts of the requsi ion made for a detaclimei^ 
of tbe neighboring territory and of the refusal of it^ 
executive, were soon received in New-Orleans, and 
excited much surprise. Tbe inhabitants wondered 
that, after tbe amicable^ adjustment of all difficulties 
with tbe Spaniards, the territofy <tf Orleans, with a 
reasouaUe force of regular troops and an efficient 
militia weU armed and disciplined, sbould r quire 
any aid from tbe Mississippi territory As ye(^ 
Burr's plans were but partially spoken of and dis- 
believed; tbe people bad beard of an apprehen^ 
ded insurrection in some of the western states; bul 
tbe men hants, who bad frequent accounts from above^ 
understood that things were perfectly tranquil there* 
Surprise was further excited at the appearance of an 
uncommon number of men, at work on the old fortifi- 
cations, and on the bearing of acontract for a sufficient 
number of pickets to enclose tbe whole city. This 
and other contracts, entered into since the arrival of 
'Wilkinson, inste^td of being oflTered, as was usual, to 
any wbo would engage in them on the lowest terms^ 
were entered into secretly and as if intended to be 
kept from tbe public eye. 

On the seventh of December, Wilkinson despatch- 
ed lieutenant Swann of tbe army, to Jamaica, with 
a letter to the officer commanding the naval force on 
that station^ informing him of JBiiix'^iplanst and that 
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« report yttm afloat ftat th^ aid of a British tiavat 
armameat liad l>eeo either promised or applied f&ty 
and warning him and atl British military atid naval 
00icers« that their interflerence or any eo-operadon on 
their part, wontd be considered as highly itijiirious 
to tie United States, and aflectkig tiie present arnica*, 
ble relations between the two nat^s. The commas- 
nication fconcladed with the expression of a hope, 
tiiat the Aitish government would refrain from any 
interference or co-operation, and prevent any indi- 
Tidnal from affording aid; and the assurance that 
the Writer would, with all the force under his com- 
mand, resist any effort of a foreign power to favor 
Burr's projects. - 

On the ninth of December, a meeting of the mer- 
chants and some of the principal inhabitants was 
called at the government house, where Claiborne and 
Wilkinson attended to apprize them of the danger 
to which the country was exposed. The first said 
that the object of the preparations of the latter 
was to defend New-Orleans, agaiot a numerous and 
powerful party, headed by one of the first characters 
in the union. Wilkinson spoke of the co-operatioft 
of the British navy with Burr and the ultimate des» 
tination of the expedition for Mexico, after they ha^ 
plundered the banks, seized on the shipping, and 
helped themselves with every thing* which an army 
of seven thousand men might want. 

It was then proposed to the meeting, that the ship- 
ping in the river should be detained and the crews 
discharged, that they might be employed on board 
of the vessels of the United States. This was imme- 
diately agreed to^ and a 4&abficription was opened for 
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extra boanty and clotbing for such saileM, as would 
aoter the public service, aad within a short space of 
time^ a considerable sum was raised. 

In a letter to the president of the United States^ 
li\ ilkinson stated he had offered to Hall, the district 
judge of the United States and Mathews, one of the 
territorial judges* on the twelfth and thirteenth, all 
the testimony he possessed against Burr and Boll« 
man, to the end that the former might be proclaimed 
for apprehension throughout the United States^ and 
the latter committed to close confinement io secure his 
testimony, and prevent his correspondence and mach- 
inations in aid of Burr's plans* The first proposi- 
tion was rejected as ^^it would be too late, as Burr 
might be on his way,'' the second was rejected as 
Bollmau's offence was bailable and a writ of habeas 
corpus would set him at large; that after some reflec- 
tions judge Hall said ^^I believe it will be best for 
the general to exercise his discretion;" Mathews did 
not say any thing, and as they left Wilkinson, he 
told them he hoped they would not hang him for 
what he would do, and they both answered in the 
negative* 

On Sunday, the fourteenth. Dr. Erick Bollman, 
was arrested by order of Wilkinson and hurried to 
a secret place of confinement, and on the eve^ ing of 
the following day application was made on his behalf^ 
for a writ of habeas corpus, to Sprigg, one of the 
territorial judges, who declined acting, till he could 
consult Mathews, who couM not then be found. On 
the sixteenth, the writ was obtained from the supe- 
rior court; but Bollman was in the meanwhile, put 
on board of a vessel and sent down the river. On the 
same day, application was made to Workman, the 
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judge of the county of Orleans^ for a writ of habeas 
corpujs. in favor of Ogden and Swartwout, who had 
been arrested a few days before, by order ofi Wilkin- 
son^ at Fort Adams, and were on board of a bomb 
ketch of the United States lying before th^ city. 
Workman immediately granted the writ and called 
on f laiborne to inquire whether he had assented to 
Wilkinson^s proceedings: Claiborne replied he had 
consented to the arrest of BoUman, and bis mind was 
not made up as to the propriety of that of Odgen and 
Swartwout. Workman then expatiated on the ille- 
gality and evil tendency of such measures, beseech- 
ing Claiborne not to permit them, but to use his owa 
authority, as the constitutional guardian of his fel- 
low-citizens, to protect them; but he wns answered 
that the executive had no authority to liberate those 
persons, and it was for the judiciary to do it, if they 
thought fit. Workman added, that he had heard 
that Wilkinson intended to ship off his prisoners^ 
and if this was permitted, writs of habeas corpus 
would prove nugatory. 

From the alarm and terror prevalent in the city^ 
the deputy sheriff could procure no boat to take him 
on board of the ketch, on the day the writ issued. 
This circumstance was made known early, on the 
next morning to Workman, who, thereupon, directed 
the deputy sheriff to procure a boat by the offer of a 
considerable sum of money, for the payment of which 
he undertook the county would be responsible. The 
writ was served soon afterwards^ and returned at 
five in the evening by commodore Shaw and tha 
commanding officer of the ketch, lieutenant Jones; 
Swartwout had been taken from the ketch before tha 
service of the writ. Ogden was produced and dis- 
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cbafgedy h hit deteatioo wm jmstiSed on tte ordev of 
WilkioMn only. 

On tbe eighteenth of December^WilkiuoD retome^ 
ttie vfit of hdbeas c<4rp«s into tl*e Mperior woxtfi 
0tatin^ that^ m commander in chief of the army of 
tbe Imited Btateg, he took on hioiself all retponei* 
bility for the art est of Erick BoUm&n^ charged wiUi 
misprison of treason against tbe government of tha 
United States, and he had adopted measorea to hit 
aafe delivery to the government ci the United Statea: 
ihat it wasy after several conversations with the 
governor and one of the judgt s af the territory^ that 
be had basai ded this step for the national safety, 
menaced to its basis by a lawless band of traiter% 
associated nnder Aaron Bnrr, whose accomplices 
were extended from New^Tork to New-Orleans : 
that no man held in hig)ier reverence tbe civil an- 
Ihorities of h» coantry^ and it was to mj^intain and 
perpetuate the brdy attributes of tbe constitationy 
against tbe nplifted arm of violence, that he had 
interposed tbe force of arms in a moment of the 
utmost peril, to seize upon Bollman, as^ he should 
upon all others, without regard to standing or station^ 
against whom any proof m^ht arise of a purticipation 
in tbe lawless combination. 

This return was, afterwards, amended, by an 
averment that, at tbe time of the service of the writ, 
Bollman was not in tbe possesion or power of tbe 
person to whom it was addressed. 

On the following day Ogden was arrasted a se- 
cond time by the commanding oflKcer of a troop of 
cavaby of the militia of the territory, in the service 
of 4be Umted States, by whom Alexander was also 
taken in custody; on the application of Livingston, 
Workman issued writs of habeas corpus fw both 
prisoners. 
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Instead c^a return, Wilkinson sent a written mes« 
iNige to Workman, begging him to accept his return 
to the superior court, as applicable to the two traitors, 
who were ihe subjects of his writs. On this, Living- 
ston procured from the court, a rule that Wilkinson 
make a further and more explicit return to the writs, 
or shew cause why an attachment should not issue 
against him. 

Workman now called again on Claiborne, and re-^ 
peated his observations and^ recommended, that Wil- 
kinson should be opposed by force of arms. He stat- 
ed, that the violent measures of that officer had pro- 
duced great discontent, alarm and agitation in the 
public mind; and, unless such proceeding were 
^flfectually opposed, all confidence in government 
would be at an end. He urged Claiborne lo revoke 
the ordef, by which he had placed the Orleans vol- 
unteers under Wilkinson^s command, and to call out 
and arm the rest of the militia force, as soon as possi* 
ble. He stated it as his opinion, that the army would 
AOt oppose the civil power, when constitutionally 
brought forth, or that, if they did, the governor mi^ht 
fioon have men enough to render the opposition ine^ 
fectuaL He added, that, from the laudable conduct 
of commodore Shaw and lieutenant Jones, respecting 
Ogden, he not only did not apprehend any resistance 
to the civil authority from the navy, but thought they 
might be relied on. Similar representations werie 
made to Claiborne by Hall and Mathews; but they 
were unavailing. 

On the twenty-sixth, Wilkinson made a second 
return to the writ of habeas corpus, stating diat the 
body of neither of the prisoners was in his port- 
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tef«oa er emrtroL On this, livingstoii moved for 
process of altachinenL 

Workman now made an official communica^>n to 
Claiboma He began by observing that the late eif 
Iraordinary events, which had taken place widiin the 
lerritoryt bad led* to a circumstance, which authwized 
the renewal, in a formal manner, of the request he had 
80 frequently urged in conversation, that the executive 
would mriie use of the constitutional force placed 
under his command, to maintain the laws, and protect 
his fellow citizens against the unexampled tyranny, 
zeroised over them. 

He added, it was notorious ihat the commander m 
chief of the military forces had, by his own authority, 
arrested several citizens for civil ofTencefs, and had 
avowed on record, that he had adopted measures to 
send them out of the territory, openly declaring his 
determination to usurp the functions of the -judiciary, 
by making himself the only judge of the guilt of tlui 
persons he suspected, and asserting in the same man* 
ner, and as yet without contradiction, that his mea«> 
Qures were taken, after several consultations with the 
governor. 

He proceeded to state, that w^rits ef habeas corpus 
liad been is^sued from the court of the county of New 
Orleans: on one of fbem, Ogden bad been brought up 
and d^s^arged, hut be bad been, however^ again 
arre^ted^ by order of the genera), together with an 
cfficer of the court, who had aided professionally ii| 
procuring his release. The general had, in his re^ 
turn to a subsequent writ, issued on his beb^lf^ 
referred the court to a return made l^y him to a foroiev 
vnrit of the superior courts and in the furtiier retnr^ 
which he had been ordered to make, he had declared 
that neither of the prisoners was in his power^ pos* 
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Mssion or custody} bot he had not aTorred whaf$ 
maa requisite^ in order to^xempi him from the penalty 
of a contempt of courts that these persons were not ia 
his power, pos^es^on or cnstody^ at the time when 
the writ9 were served^ and^ in conseqnence of tho 
defic ency^ the couii bad been moved fcnr an attach* 
meni 

The judge remarked, fluit although a coMmon 
case would not require the step he was taking, yet^ 
be deemed it bis duty, before any decisive measure 
was pursued a^inet a man, who had all the regular 
force, and in pursuance of the governor's public or^ 
ders. a great part of that of itie territory, at hi9 dispou 
sal, to ask whether the exect^ve had (he abflity t6 
enforce tlie decrees of the court of tbeceunty^ and tf 
he had,, whether be would deem it expedient to do it, 
in, tbe present instance, or whether the allegatiou by 
which be sruppiurted these violent measures* \tm well 
founded? 

Not only the condud; and po#6y of Wilkinson^ 
said the judge, bu* vairiods oihei circumstances^ 
peculiar to oui; present situation, the alarm excited 
in the public mind, the descriptloii and character of 
a^lfurge port of the population^ of the country, might 
render it dangerous^ in^ tte hi^pest degree^ to^ adopt 
the measure usual in ordinary cases> of calling to the 
aid of the sheriff^ the po8$e eBmitatus^ Qnless it were 
done witb the assurance of being supported by the 
governor in. an- efficient manoer. 

The letter concluded by requesting a preeise and 
speedy answer to the preceding inquiries, and an 
assurance that^ if certain of the governor's support^ 
the judge shoidd forthwith, punish, as the law directs^ 
the contempt offered to his court: on the otber hand^ 
ahoukLth^ govemqr nofcthinklt practicable or proper 
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to afford hi» aid^ the court and its officers would no 
longer remain exposed to the contempt mr insults of a 
man, whom they were unable to punish or resist. 

The legislature met on the twelfth of January. 
Two days after, general Adair arrived in the city, 
from Tennessee, and reported he had left Burr ai 
Nashville, on the twenty -second of December, with 
two fl^at boats, destined for New-Orleans. In the^ 
aftempoD of the day of AdaiPs arrival, the hotel at 
which he had stopped was invested by one hundred 
and twenty men, under lieutenant colonel Kingsbury^ 
accompanied by one of Wilkinson's aids . Adair was 
dragged from the dining table, and conducted to head 
quarters, where he was put in confinement. They 
beat to arms through the streets, the battalion of tba 
volunteers of Orleans, and a part of the regular troops, 

Earaded through the city, and Workman, Kerr and 
(radford were arrested and confined. M ilkinsoa 
ordered the latter to be released, and the two former 
were liberated on the following day, on a writ of 
habeas corpus^ issued by the district jlidge of the 
United States. Adair was secreted until an oppor- 
tunity offered to ship him away. 

Accounts arrived a few days after, that Burr was 
at Bayou Pierre, a little above the dty of Natchez, 
with fourteen boats. He had been joined, at the 
mouth of Cumberland river, by a dozen boats, that 
had descended the Ohio ; there were from eighty to 
one hundred men with him. and he had about forty 
stand of arms. 

Claiborne made an ineffectual attempt to induce tho 
legislature to pass an act for the suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus. The draft of a memorial to 
be presented to congress, by the territorial legislature, 
was introduced in its lower house; the olyect of it 
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was to place the conduct of Wilkinson in its true 
light, before the national council. After an animated 
deliate, which lasted during several days, the memo- 
rial was rejected by a majority of seven out of twenty- 
one members. 

On the twenty -eighth, advices were received from 
INatchez, that on the fifteenth, Claiborne, colonel of 
the militia of the Mississippi territory, had marched 
at the head of a large detachment towards the part of 
the river at which Burr had stopped ; that Burr had 
written to the secretary of the territory, who exercised 
the functions of governor, that he was ready to sur- 
render himself to the civil authority ; that the secre- 
tary had met him, and they had rode together to 
!Natc}iez, where Burr gave bond for his appearance 
before the territorial court, at its next term. He, 
however, left the territory, and the governor issued a 
proclamation, offering a reward of two thousand 
dollars for his apprehension. 

In the latter part of that month. Burling, who had 
been sent by Wilkinson to Mexico, returned. The 
viceroy had not been the dupe of Wilkinson's ruse^ 
and gave a very cold reception to his messenger, who 
was strictly watched, and permitted to stay but a 
short time in the country. 

Lieutenant 8wann, who had been sent to Jamaica^ 
came back about the same time. Admiral Drake 
observed to Wilkinson, that from the style ahd man- 
ner in which the communication he had received was 
written, he was at a loss how to answer it ; but ha 
begged him to be assured that British ships of war 
would never be employed in any improper service, 
and that he should ever be ready most cheerfully to 
obey the orlders of his sovereign. Sir Eyre Coote 
U*Qsted and sincerely believed tLit the representation 
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Bade to WnkiiMm was toUlly gramdles^y u Im« 
letter cootaiited the only iBtelligf ice leceived oa tli# 
eabiect. 

Worknan i^sigiied his <Ace, iUdin^ tkat CkO-* 
borne paid no attention to iiis Ct>mmanicatioBs« 

Towards the middle et Murch^ Burr wa^ asrested 
near fort Stoddart, and placed under a strong CMrdj^ 
by wboB he was conveyed to Kichmmd^ in Tifginiay 
where be was admitted to baiL 

Lieutenant Wilkinaon, who had accompaiiied Pike 
up the Missoori, now reached New-Orleana In bis 
report, dated die sixth of April, he staled that ilie 
Osage Indians had heen^ left in their village, about 
the fifteenth of Augost ; after whieh, Pikers party ^aeed 
the Oss^e rirer to its source, and reached the towtit 
of the Pawnees, oti the twenty-fifth of September. 
These Indians had lately been Tistted by a body of 
armed Spaniards, fi^m Santa Fe. The frag of Spaiv 
was waving over their council room. Pike induced' 
them to substitute that of the Unitect States to it 
Proceeding thence, westward, the party came to the 
Arkansas river, on the fifteenth of October. After a 
short hah, the heutenant was detatched, with Sve men, 
down the stream, to explore the country, and float 
down to the Misissippi. Pike and the rest of the 
party, sat out for the source of Red river. 

The legislature adjourned towards the end of April,, 
after having passed several very important acta The 
county courts were abolished: a court was established 
in eacn parish, the judge of which was ex-offieio judge 
of probates, and acted as clerk, sherifi* and notary. It 
having been found, that anniml sessions of the superior 
court, out of New-Orleans, were inconvenient,^ semi- 
wxmA ones were directed to be holden at I^nrcbe,. 
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Pointe Coapee, Alexandria, Opelouslisand Attakapas. 
The number of members of ibe house of representa^ 
lives was fixed at twenty-five: six of these were to 
represent the county of Orleans; the counties of Ger- 
man Coast, Acadie, Lafourche, Iberville, Pointe 
Coupee, Rapides, Opelousas and Attakapas, were to 
aend two members each ; and one "yraa to come fit>ra 
each ofthose of Concordia, Washita and Natchitoches 
The territory was divided into nineteen parishes^ 

Wilkinson sailed to Virginia, towards the middla 
of May, for the purpose of attending Burros trial, in 
Richmond. 

On die first <^ July, Pike reached Natchitoches 
We have seen, that he h&d sent a small detachment 
from his party down the Arkansas river, in October, 
From thence, he had travelled westwardly, and 
rambled throughout the rocky mountains, till th# 
beginning of the new year, when he reached a brieinch 
of the Rio del Norte, which he mistook for 6ne of 
those of Red riven He was overtaken by two Spanish 
ofiicers and one hundred men, sent by don Joachim 
AUencaster, who commanded at Santa Fe. The 
officers, at the head of the Spanish party, were sent to 
escort Pike and his party to that city, firom whence, 
be was informed, they would be conducted, by the 
most direct route to the navigable paters of Red 
river, which they would descend to NatcbitocheSL 
Although dubious of the sincerity of this invitation^ 
and believing he was in a situation to defend himself 
as long as his provisions lasted, or till an opportunity^ 
ofiered of escaping by night; yet, mindfiil of the pacific 
disposition of the government of the United States, 
and of his instructions in c(ise he reconnoitered a party 
of Spanish troops, he deterniined on complying with 
don Joachim's request. 
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On his arrival at Santa Fe, he was informed that 
fion Nemesio de Salcedo, the captain general of 
the interior provinces, had given orders that he should 
be sent, with his men, to the city of Chihuahua, in 
the province of Biscay, the residence of the captain 
general. He, accordingly, left Santa Fe, on the 
second day after his arrival, and reached Chihuahua 
on the twentieth of April. 

Here, he was compelled to open bis trunk, in pre- 
sence of don Nemesio and an Irishman, in the service 
of Spain. All his official papers, hrs correspondence 
with Wilkinson, his diary, the notes he had jaken on 
the geology, topography and climate of the country, 
and the Indian tribes he had visited, were seized and 
detained. He was supplied with money, guides and 
an escort, and set off for Natchitoches, three days after 
bis arrival at Chihuahua. 

In a letter, which Salcedo gave him for Wilkinson, 
be observed, that the latter could not be ignorant of 
the repeated representations made by the Spanish 
minister at Philadelphia, and by the marquis de Casa 
Calvo, while he was in Louisiana, warning the govern- 
ment of the United States, from extending its expedi- 
ttons into territories unequivocally belonging to die 
Catholic king. He added that, the papers, taken from 
Pike, afforded evident and incontestible proof of ^his 
being guilty of a direct violation of the territorial rights 
of the crown of Spain, which would have justified his 
detention, and that of every individual accompanying 
him, as prisoners; but a desire to give the utmost 
latitude to the system of harmony and good under* 
standing, subsisting between the twq^overnments, and 
a hope that such measures would be taken by the offi- 
cers of the United States, as would prevent any ill con- 
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sequences, resulting from the moderation of those of 
Spain, had induced him to detain, in the archives of 
the captainship general, all the papers Pike had 

E resented, and permit him and his party to return 
ome. 
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Court of inquiry on WilkinsofCs conduct. — Clark* s state- 
ment. — Legislature. — Civil Code. — Hostile amearan- 
ceH. — Troops ordered to New-Orleans, — Wilkinson 
sent to command them. — Canal Carondelet. — Jam£S 
Madison. — Great migration from Cuba. — Camp at 
Terre aux Bcmjs. — Sickness among the troops. — 
Their removal to the Mississippi territory. — Terrible 
mortality. --rClnrks pamphlet.-^ Wilkinson ordered to 
Washington City. — Hampton takes the comm^md.^-^ 

Legislature. — Ciaibome^s departure. Robertson. — 

The Spanish garrison driven from Baton Rouge. — 
Skipwith. — Proclamation of the President of the Uni^ 
ted States. T— Claiborne'* s retuin. — He takes possession 
of St. Francisville and Baton Rouge. — Parishes of 
Feliciana, East Baton Rouge, St. Helena and St^, 
Tammany. — Insurrection among the negroes, -^Legis* 
lature. — The inhabitants of the territory authorised to 
form a state constitution. 

A motion being made on the twenty-fifth of Decem- 
ber, 1807, in the house of representatives of the Uni- 
ted States, that the president be requested to institifte 
an inquiry into the conduct of Wilkinson, who was 
suspected of being a pensioner of Spain, he, on the 
second of January, made application for a court df 
inquiry, and one wad accordingly ordered to assem- 
ble. 

A short time after, Clark, the delegate of the terri- 
tory of Orleans, delivered to the house, under the 
sanction of his oath, a statement of several transac- 
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4}onl^ tvhic^b dad eonne ^ his knowledge, within the 
preceding Wenty years, strongly implicating Wilkin- 
son's conduct, as a pensioner of Spain and dn accoih- 
pliceofBurn 

The second territorial legislature began iti^ second 
isession, on the eighth of Jantiary. The professional 
^ntfemen, who had beeri appointed in in tSO^, to 
prepare a civil and criminal code, Moreau Lislet and 
Brown, reported **a digest of the civil lavrg now in 
force in the territory of Orleans, with alterations and 
aniendnlents adapted to the present form of govern- 
ment." Although the Napoleon code was jw^omul- 
gated fn 1804, no copy ef it bad as yet reached New- 
CH'leanid: and the gentlemen aivarled themselves of the 
project of that work, the arrangement of which they 
adopted, aind mutatis mutdndis literally transeribea 
a considerable portion of it. Tlieir conduct wad 
certainly praiseworthy ; for, sikhough the project is he- 
cesssirily much nftore imperfect than the code, it wasr 
fiir superior to any thing, that any two individuals 
could have produced, early enough, to answer the 
expectations of those who employed them* Their 
febor would have been much more beneficial to the 
people, than it has proved, if the legislature to whom 
it Was submitted, had given it their sanction ad a 
system, intended to stand by itself, and be construed 
hj its own context, by repealing all formed laiws on 
matters acted Upon in this digest. 

Anterior laws were repeated, filo far only, as they 
were central^ to, or irreconcileable with arty of the 
provisions of the new. This M^ould have been the 
ease, if it had not been expressed. - 

In practice, the work was used, as an incomplete 
digest of existing statutes, which still retained their 
empire; and their ^exceptiofts and tiiodifications were 
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held to affect Several clauses, by wbicb fortnel* princi-» 
pies were absolutely stated. Thus, the people round a 
decoy, in what was held out as a beacon* 

The Fuero Viejo, Fuero Juezgo, Partidas, Recop« 
ilationes, Leyes de kts Indias^ Autos Accordados and 
Royal sdiedules remained parts of the written law 
of the territory, when not repealed expressly or by a 
necessary impUcation. 

Of these musty laws the copies were extremely rare ^ 
a complete collecticm of them was in the hands of no^ 
one, and of very^many of them, not a single copy ex- 
isted in theprovince« 

To explain them, Spanish commentators were con-^ 
gulted and the carpus juris civiUs and its own com^ 
tnentators were resorted to; and to eke out any defi- 
ciency, the lawyers who came fi'om France or Hi^^ 
paniola read Pothier, d^Aguesseau, Dumoulin, Slc 

Courts c^ justice were furnished with interpreters^- 
of the French, Spanish and English languages; these 
translated the evidence and the charge of the courts 
when necessary, but not the arguments of the counsel. 
The case was often opened in the English language, 
and then the jurymen, who did not understand tha 
counsel, were indulged with leave to withdraw from the 
box into the gallery. The defence, being in French, 
they were recalled and the indulgence shenn to them, 
was enjoyed by their companions,, who were strangers 
to that language. All went together into the jury 
room; each contending, the argument he bad listen- 
ed to was conclusive, and they finally agreed on a 
verdict, in the best manner they could. 

Among the most useful acts that were passed, at 
this session, was one for the establishment of a school 
in each parish. 

The court of inquiry on Wilkinson^s conduct did 
not terminate its investigation, till the month of June, 
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it3 report was id favor of the general, and was ap- 
proved of by the presidient of the United States. 

In the &1I, the foreign relations of the union assum- 
ed an ^spect^ Ivhich produced a general impressiony 
that a rupture with Great Britain was neither improb- 
ftble n6r distant, and the executive received informa- 
tion, that the disposable force at Halifax, was held 
ill readiness to servei in the West Indies, or taker 
possession of New-Orleans, (should the forces of 
die United States move northerly) and keep that 
city as an equivalent for what might be lost in Can- 
ada. 

Accordingly, on the second of November, the se-' 
cretary of war directed Wilkinson to take measures, 
without delay, for assembling at New-Orleans and its 
yicinity, as large a portion of the regular troops, as 
circumstances would allow. The third, fifth and 
seventh regiments, with a battalion, composed of four 
companies of the sixth and the companies of light: 
dragoons, light arrillery and riflemen, raised in the 
states south of New-Jersey, were destined to the ser- 
vice and the general was instructed to make arrange- 
ments for reaching New-Orleans in order to take 
AiB command of the forces in that department, as soon 
as possible, and to make such a disposition of them,- 
as would most efiectually enable him to defend the 
country against an invading foe. He was authorised, 
in case i^ necessity, to caU on the executives of the 
territories of Orleans and Mississippi, for such parts of 
their miUtia, as might be wanted. 

He embariced at Baltimore on the twenty-fourth of 
January, 1809, and touched at Annapolis, Norfolk 
and Charleston to a/[^celeratethe motions of the troops 
in those places, and sailed ta Havana, on a special 
mission to the captain general of this island of Cuba. 
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On the ninth of February, congress passed an ect 
authormi^ the president oi the United ta eaiise ther 
canal Carondelet io be extended to the Mississippi and 
deepened thronghont, so as to admit of an early and 
safe passage to gnn boats from the rifer to the lake, 
if on a survey he should be convinced, that this wag 
j^racticable and would conduce to the defi^c^ of New 
Orleans, and an appropriation of twenty-fire thousand 
dollars was made therefor. 

On the fourth of March, James Madison succeeded 
Jefierson, in the presidency of the United States. * 

Wilkinson, on his return from Havana, stopped af 
Pensacola, and reached New-Orleans on the nineteeth 
of April. 

The force which he fotind in that city was a Htder 
less than two thousand men, and one third of ft was on 
the sick list. He spent some time in in reconnoitring 
itie country around, in search of a spot, from wbicb 
.the troops might readily be brought into action, in case 
of an attack, and in which they might, in the mean- 
while, enjoy as much health and comfort, as the 
climate would allow; his choice fell on an elevated 
piece of ground, on the left bank of the Mississippi, 
about eight miles below the city, near the point at 
which the road leading to the settlements of Terreaux 
BoBufe leaves that which runs along the river. 

Between the nineteenth of May and the eigbteeniit 
of July of this year, thirty-four vessels (rotA the island 
of Cuba, vrith 6797 individuals, of whom 182i8 were 
white, 1978 free blacks or colored persons and 1991 
slaves. These people had sought a refuge, in that 
island, on the insurrection of the blacks in Hi^ni- 
ola. 

A large detachment was sent to Terre ^ux TkeM& 
to ikiake the necessary preparations and the reist of the 
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troops gradually followed f on the thirteenthi sevei) 
hundred non-CQiqaiis^ioned officers and privates hsi4 
i^ssei^bled. 

They had hardly befBp three weeks encamped, when 
the most peremptory qrd^r from the departipent of 
war, of the twenty-fourth of October, was received by 
Wilkinson, directing him immediately to embark his 
wh^le force, le^viing only sufficient garrisons of 0I4 
troqps at New-Orleans and fort St. Phihpf and pro- 
ceed to the high grounds on the rear of Fort Adams^ 
ian4 Natchez, and by sin equal division of his men form 
ap encampment at each place. 

A difficylty in procpring boats, and other circum- 
stances, did not allow the troops to begin ascending 
the river, before the fifteenth of September; their pro- 
grc^ lasted forty-seven days; during which, out of 
nine hundred and ^thity-five men, who embarked, si$ 
hundred and thirty-eight w^re sick, and two hundred 
and forty died. 

Although the report of the court of inquiry, in the 
preceding year, had been favorable to Wilkinson, thf^ 
general impressi^, that he had received large sums 
of money from the Spanish government in Louisiana^ J^ 
to favor its views in detaching the western people 
from the adantic states, was not absolutely elSacedL 
Clark had published a sts^tement-^ different transac- 
tion^, Jn. which Wilkinson had been concerned, during 
t^e preceding years, and had iinnexed to it copies 
01 ^ number of authentic documents, from which hct 
concluded the proof was irresistibly, that the genera^ 
1^ been a pensioner of Spain and an accomplice oC 
!0urr, whom he had betrayed, when he found his, 
pl^ns coukl fiot succeed. Clark's publication excited 
sa^picio0 in many and caused conviction in some. 
The disasters^ attepdungtbe^forc^ s^nt to the Missis- 
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8ippi, were attributed by Wilkinson's enemies to his 
misconduct and the clamor against him became so 
general, that it was thought proper to call him to the 
seat of government Wade Hampton, who was sent 
to supercede him, assumed the command oCthe troops 
on the nineteen of December. 

The total number of Qon-commissioned officers 
and {privates, during the last ten months of this year, 
never exceeded nineteen hundred and fifty-three. Out 
of it. seven hundred and sixty-four died and one hun- 
dred and sixty-six deserted. So that the total loss was 
nine hundred and thirty, almost one half of the whole. 
The greatest sickness was in the month of August, 
when five hundred and sixty-three men were on die 
sick Kst. 

The third territorial legislature held its first session 
on the ninth of February, and adjourned late in March, 
without having passed any very important public act 
By one of its resolutions, however, twenty thousand 
dollars were appropriated to the establishment of a 
college. 

Early in May, Claiborne having obtained leave of 
fibsence, left the territory on a visit to the eastern 
states — ^and the executive functions devolved on the 
secretary, Thomas B. Robertsoa 

. In the summer, a number of citizens of the United 
States, who had removed to the neighborhood of Ba-i 
you Sarah, joined by others from the Mississippi 
territory, took up arms, embodied themselves and 
marched to the fort of Baton Rouge. Delassus, who 
commanded it, having but a handful of men, was 
enable to prevent their taking it The people of the 
district sent delegates to a convention, that met at 
St Francisville, declared their independence and 
framed a constitution. Fulwar l^kipWith was ap- 
pointed governor of the new state. 
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By a census taken this year^ by the marshal of the 
United States, under an act of congress, it appears that 
the population of the territory was las follows: 

City and suburbs of N.Orleans, 17242) oi^tw 
Precincts of New-Orleans, 7310^ ^'*^^^ 

- Plaqueniines, .-,--.--- 1549 

St. Bernard, 1020 

St Charles, 3291 

St. John Baptist, 2990 

. St. James, - - 3955 

Ascension, 2219 

Assumption, ..--..-. 2472 

Lafourche, 1995 

Iberville, 2679 

Baton Rouge, 1463 

Pointe Coupee, -------- 4539 

Concordia, - 2895 

Ouachitta, - - 1077 

. Rapides, 2200 

Catahoula, 1164 

Avoyelles, -----.--- 1209 

Natchitoches, 2870 

- Opelousas, .-.. 5048 

Aitakapas, 7369 

76556 

On receiving information that the garrison of the 
fort at Baton Rouge had been driven out, the presi- 
dent of the United States issued a proclamation, on 
the 16th of October, setting forth, that the territory 
south of the 31st degree of northern latitude, east on 
the Mississippi, as far as Rio Perdido, of which pos- 
session had not yet been delivered to the United 
, States, had ever been considered and claimed by them 
VOL. II. 38 
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as part of the country they had acquired by the treaty 
of the 30th April, 1803, and their acquiescence in its 
temporary continoation under the authorities of Spain, 
was not the result of any distrust of their title, as had 
been particularly evinced by the general tenor of their 
laws, but was occasioned by their conciliatory views, 
a confidence in the justice of their cause, and the re- 
sult of candid discussion and amicable negotiations 
with a friendly power; that a satisfactory adjustment 
of existing differences, too long delayed, without the 
&ult of the United States, had been, for seme time, 
entirely suspended, by events over which they had no 
control; and a crisis was now arrived, subversive of 
the order of thii^ under the authority of Spain, 
whereby a failure of on the part of the United States, 
to^ take the country into their possession, might lead 
to events ultimately contravening the views of. both 
parties; while in the meantime the security and tran- 
quility of their adjoining territories were endangered, 
and new facilities given to the violation of their reve-^ 
nue and commercial laws, and of those for the prohi- 
bition of the importation of slaves: die feilure might 
farther be considered as a dereliction of their tide, 
and an insensibility to the importance of the slake. 

Ii was urged, that the acts of congress, although con- 
templiating a present possession by a foreign prince, 
had also had ki view an eventual one by the United 
States, and had accordingly been so framed, as in that 
case to extend their operations thereto. 

The president concluded by announcing, that under 
these weighty and urgent considerations, he bad 
deemed it right and requisite, that possession should 
be immediately taken of the said territory, in the name 
and behalf of the United States. The governor of 
the territory of New-Orleans was accordingly directed, 
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to carry the views of the United States into complete 
execution, and to exercise over that part of the terri- 
tory the authority and functions, legally app^taining 
to his office; the people were charged to pay due re- 
gard to him in his official character, to be obedient to 
the laws, to cherish harmony and demean themselves 
as peaceful citizens, under assurance of protection ia 
the enjoyment of liberty, property and the religion 
they profess. 

Claiborne, on his return from the United States, 
stopped at Natchez, where governor Holmes furnished 
him with a detachment of the militia ef the Mississippi 
territory, which was joined by a volunteer troop of 
horse, from the neighborhood* They marched to St. 
Francisville, the first town below the line of demarca- 
tion, where, on the 7th of December^ without any 
opposition, he hoisted the jflag of the United States, in 
token of his having taken possession of the country, in 
their name and behalf, the inhabitants cheerfully sub- 
miuing to his authority. He announced this event by 
-a proclamation, and by subsequent ones established, 
in this new part of the territory of Orleans, the parishes 
of Feliciana, East Baton Rouge, St Helena, St Tam- 
many, Biloxi and Pascagoula. ^ » 

No attempt was made to occupy the town of 
Mobile, nor any part of the country around it, and 
the Spanish garrison of Fort Charlotte was left un- 
disturbed ; Claiborne having been especially instructed 
not to take possession, by force, of any post in which 
the Spaniards had a garrison^ however small it might 
be. 

We have seen, that in the latter part of the preced- 
ing year, Wilkinson had been ordered to the seat of 
government: he reached it towards the middle of 
April There were then two committees of the house 
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of representatives, charged with enquiries on matters 
that concerned him, viz: the cause of the great mor- 
tality among the troops on the Mississippi, during the 
preceding year ; bis pubhc life, conduct and character : 
and while the attention of the house was thus arrested 
on the general, the executive deemed it proper to sus- 
pend any proceeding in regard to him. Congress ad- 
journed, without either of the committees making a 
report. Soon after the meeting of congress, in the 
winter, the first committee made a report, which did 
not implicate Wilkinson^s conduct ; the other, without 
an expression of their opinion, submitted to the house 
the whole evidence before them: without acting on it, 
the house directed it to be laid before the president of 
the United States. 

Claiborne came to New-Orleans early in January, 
to meet the third territorial legislature, at its second 
session ; but an uncontrollable event induced him to 
prorogue it till the fourth Monday of that month. 

The slaves of a plantation, in the parish of St John 
the Baptist, on the left bank of the Mississippi, about 
thirty-six miles above New-Orleans, revolted and 
were immediately joined by those of several neighbor- 
ing plantations. They marched along the river, to- 
wards the city, divided into companies, each under 
an officer, with beat of drums and flags displayed, 
compelling the blacks they met to fall in their rear; 
and before they could be checked, set fire to the 
houses of four or five plantations. Their exact num- 
ber was never ascertained, but asserted to be about 
five hundred. The militia of the parish and those 
above and below, were soon under arms; major Mil- 
ton came down from Baton Rouge, with the regular 
force under his orders, and general Hampton, who 
was then in the city, headed those in Fort St Charles 
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and the barracks. The blacks were soon surrounded 
and. routed: sixty-six of them were either killed dur- 
ing the action^ or hung on the spot, immediately 
aften Sixteen were sent to the city for trial, and a 
number fled to the swamps, where they could not be 
pursued: several of these had been dangerously 
woundedj and the cor[>ses of others were afterwards 
discovered. The blacks, sent to New-Orleans, were 
convicted and executed. Their heads were placed 
on high poles, above and below the eity, and along the 
river as far as ihe plantation on which the revolt be- 
gan, and on those on which they had committed de- 
vastation. To insure tranquihty and quiet alarm, a 
part of the regular forces and the militia remained on 
duty in ihe neighborhood, during a considerable time. 

The general assembly made provision for the rep- 
resentation of the inhabitants of the new part of the 
territory in the legislatura They erected two new 
judicial districts, viz: those of Feliciana and Cata- 
houla; the town of Vidalia, in the parish of Concor- 
dia, opposite to the city of Natchez, was established ; 
a charter of incorporation was granted to a number 
of individuals, who had formed ihemselves into 
companies, for establishing two banks, the Planters' 
bank and the bank of Orleans: these institutions ap- 
peared to be called for by the expiration of the char- 
ter of the bank of the United States. The first had a 
capital of six hundred thousand dollars, and the du- 
ration of its charter was fifteen years; the capital of 
the other was five hundred thousand dollars^ and its 
charter had the same duration. 

An act was passed, granting to Livingston and Ful- 
ton, the sole and exclusive right and privilege to build, 
construct, make, use, employ and navigate boats, ves- 
sels and water crafts, urged or propelled tlirough ihe 
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water by fire or steam^ in all the creeks, rivers, bays 
and waters i^hatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the 
territory, during eighteen years from tbe first a( Jan- 
uary 1812. 

Before the adjournment of tbe l^islature, official 
information was received, that congress had, on the 
eleventh of February^ passed an act, to enable the 
peofrfe of the territory to form a constitution and 
state government, and the admission of such state inte 
the union* 

Congress had not, as yet, determined that the |Murt 
of the ceded territory, of which possession had been 
taken a few months, should be part of the new state, 
and its inhabitants were not authorized to appoiitt 
members q( the convention, for framing the consti- 
tution. 

The qualification^ of the electors were citizemhip 
of the United States, one year's residence in the terri- 
tory and having paid a territorial, county, district or 
parish tax: persons having, in other respects, the legal 
quaUfications for voting for representatives in the gen- 
eral assembly of the territory, were also authoriz^ to 
vote. 

The act was silent as to any qualifications, with re- 
gard to the members of the convention: their number 
was not to exceed sixty ; the third Monday of Septem* 
ber was named for their election, and they were di- 
rected to meet on the first Monday in November* 
The members who were to compose it, were to be ap«* 
portioned among the counties, districts and parishes 
by the legislature. 

The election was to be held at the same places and 
conducted in the same manner, as that for members of 
the house of representativea 
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The convention was to assemble in the city of New- 
Orleana 

That body was first to determine, by the majority 
of the whole number elected, whether it be expedi- 
ent or not, at that time, to form a constitution or state 
government, for the people of the territory, and if it was 
determined to be expedient, was to declare, in the 
same manner, in behalf of the people, that.it adopted . 
the constitution of the United States. 

Congress required, that the constitution to be form-- 
ed, should be republican ; consistent with the consti- 
tution of the United States; contain the fundamental 
principles of civil and religious liberty; secure to the 
citizens the right of trial by jury in criminal c^ses, and 
that of the writ of /uxbeas corpus^ conformably to the 
provisions of the constitution of the United States ; and 
that, after the admission of the new state into the union^ 
the laws which suit a state may pass and be pron^ul- 
gated, and its records, of every description, be pre- 
served, and its legislative and judicial written proceed- 
ings be conducted in the language, in which the laws^ 
the legislative and judicial written proceedings were 
then published and conducted. 

The convention was further required to provide, by 
an ordinance irrevocable, without the consent of the 
United States, that the people of the territory do agree 
and declare that they do forever disclaim all right or 
title to the waste or unappropriated lands, lying within 
the territory, and that the same shall be and remain 
at the sole and absolute disposition of the United 
States; and, moreover, that each and every tract of 
land sold by congress, shall remain exempt from any 
tax laid by the order, or under the authority of the 
state, county, township, parish or any other purpose 
whatever, for the term of four years from the respec- 
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tive days of the sale thereof: farther, that the lands 
of citizens of the United States, residing without the 
state, shall never be taxed higher than the lands be- 
longing to persons residing therein ; and no tax shall 
ever be imposed on lands belonging to the United 
States. 

Congress agreed that five per cent on the neat pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands of the United 
States, should be applied to laying out and construct- 
ing public roads and levees, in the state, as the legis- 
lature may direct 

The act finally provided, that if the constitution or 
form of government, to be made, was not disapproved 
by congress, at their next session after they received it, 
the new state should be admitted into the union, upon 
the same footing with the original states. 

The legislature apportioned the number of mem- 
bers of the convention among the parishes, and made 
provision for the expenses attending it, and adjourned 
in the latter part of April. 

In the summer, a court martial was ordered, for the 
trial of Wilkinson, to meet at Frederickstown, and, on 
the 11th of July, he was furnished with a copy of the 
charges against him. He was accused of having cor- 
ruptly combined with the government of Spain, in 
Louisiana, for the separation of the western people 
from the Atlantic states ; of having corruptly received 
large Fums of money from Spain ; of having connived 
at the designs of Burr; of having been an accomplice 
in them; of waste of public money; and finally, of 
disobedience to orders. 

In the month of November, the convention assem- 
bled at New-Orleans. The constitution of the Unit- 
ed States was adopted; a Constitution was formed, 
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BXiA received the sigi^tareg of all the membei^ of the 
convention, on the 22d of January. 

The preamble of diis doeument, describes the liqfiits 
of the new state, and declares the erection of the terri- 
• tory into a state, by the name of Louisiana. 

The powers of government are divided info three 
distinct branches ; each of which is confided to a sepa- 
rate body of magistracy, the legislative, executive and 
judiciary; and it is declared that no p^i9on or number 
of persons, of any of the magistracies, shall exercise 
any power confided to any of the others. 

The legislative powers are vested in a general as- 
sembly, composed of a senate and house of represen- 
tatives. 

The flection is to take place on the first Monday of 
July, in every other yean 

The qualifications of electors are the same, in re- 
gard to the senate and house of representatives. 

Every froe white male citizen of the United States, 
having attained the age of twenty- one years^ and re- 
sided one year in the country, and having, within the 
last six months paid a state tax, or being a purchaser 
of lands of the United States, is entided to a vote. 

Free v^4iite male citizens of the United States, haVr 
ing attained the age of twenty-one years, resided in 
the state during the two preceding years, and during 
the last in the county or district, arul holding landed 
property therein to the value of five hundred dollars, 
are.eUgible as members of the hous» of repcesenta- 
lives. 

The number of representatives is to be ascertained 
«id regulated by the number of qualified electors^; a 
census thereof is to be taken in every fourth year. 

The state is divided into fourteen senatorial dis- 
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triots, wbkh are forever Uy remain indtvimble, and 
each of which elects a s^iaior. 

Eiacfa senator nanst be a citizen of the United Scales, 
have attained the age of thirty years, and have^dooble 
the time of residence and value of property, reqoired 
of a member of the house of representatives. 

Senators are elected tor six years, one third of them 
going out every second year. 

In either house, a majority of its members consti- 
tutes a quorum, but a less number may adjourn and 
compel attendance. 

Each is judge of the qualifications and elections of 
its own members ; appoints its officers ; determines the 
rules of its proceedings; may punish, and, with the 
concurrence of two thirds, expel a member, but not a 
second time for the same offence ; keeps and publishes 
a we^ly journal of its proceedings, and enters, there- 
on, the yeas and nays, at the desire of two members. 

Neither, during the session, can, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place, than that id which they respec* 
tively sit. 

The members of each house receive a compensa*- 
tion for.lheir services, from the treasury. Except in 
cases of treason, felony and breach of the peace, they 
are privileged from arrest, while sitting in, going to, or 
returning from the house, and for any speech therein, 
eannot be questioned elsewhere. They are, during 
tfie period of their service and the following year, in- 
eligible to any office created, or the emoluments of 
which were increased during the period for which 
they were elected, unless the office be iSlled by Ae suf- 
frages of the people. 

Clergjrmen, priests or teachers of any religious per- 
suasion, and collectors of public taxes, ni^ duly dis- 
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dttMTgedy we ineligiUe a« meiabers of the general as* 
sembly. 

Eveiy biU is to be read teee Umeg, in eadi of the 
houses. 

Bills for raising a revenue originate in ibe house of 
representatives; but the senate may propese amend* 
ments. 

The executive |)ower is vested in a governor. 

He must be, at least, thirty-five years, of age, have 
resided six years in the state, immediately before the 
election, and hold, in his own rights a landed estate of 
the value of five thousand dollars, according to the 
tax list. 

Members of congress, persons holding any office 
under the United Slates and minist^^ of any religious 
^€OcieQr, are it^ligible as governor. 

Every fourth year llie electors of meml^ers of the 
Iqpsiatiire vole for a governor, at the time and place 
at which they vote for the I^slature> and, on the se- 
cond day after the meeting d^ diat body^ the members 
of both houses meet in the house of represofitatives, 
choose a governor out of the two individuals .having 
recdved the ^eatest number of votes from the people: 
but, if more than two have such a number, the mem- 
1)ers Yoia for them in the same manner: but if more 
than one individual have an eqpini number of votes, 
next to the one who had the highest, ihey vote for one 
of the former, to be voted for wi^ the latter. 

In dfnsi, as in M other eloetions, the votes are taken 
by ballot 

The governor is eommncider in chief ^f the amiy 
and navy^ and of the militia, except when the latter is 
m the service of the tJnited States^ but does not act 
personally in thefield, unless-so advised by the legii^a- 
tura He iFomioatis and appoints, with the advice 
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and consent af the senate, ^dges, sberiflb and all other 
officers, created by the constitution, whose appoint- 
ment it does not vei^ in ^er persoi^; he fills, pro- 
visionally, all vacancies happening during the recess of 
the legislature; he has power to remit fines and for- 
feitures; except in cases of impeachment, he grants 
reprieves, and, vrith the approbation of the senate, 
pardons; in case of treason he grants reprieves till 
the meetii^ of the general assembly, who alone may 
pardon. 

He may require information, in writing, from any 
officer in the executive department, on any matter re- 
lating to their respective offices. 

He gives, from time to time, to the general assem- 
bly, information respecting the situation of the state, 
and recommends measures to their consideration, and 
takes care that the laws be executed. 

On extraordinary occasions, he convenes the gene^ 
ral assembly, at the seat of government, or elsewhere 
in cases of danger. If the houses disagree, at the 
time of their adjournment, he adjourns them to any 
day within four months. 

He visits the several counties,^ at least, once in every 
two years. 

Every bill^ after having paired both houses, is sent 
to the governor, who i^gns it, if he approves of it ; oth- 
erwise he returns it to the house from whence it came, 
with his oli^tions, where, after they are entered on 
the journal, the bill is reccmsidered, and if two thirds 
of the members elected, vote for it, it is sent, with the 
objections, to the odier house, and becomes a Jaw, if 
voted for there, by two thirds of the members elected. 

Resolutions, to which both houses made assent, are 
sent to the governor in the same manner as Inlls. 

If the governor do not return a bill or resolution 
wiihin tet) days after receiving it, his approbation is 
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primed, unless the house, in which it originated, 
prevents its return by an adjournment. 

A secretary of state is appointed for the same peri- 
od as the governor: he attests the latter's^official acts, 
and is the keeper of the archives. 

The governor's compensation cannot be increased 
or diminished during the"^ incumbent's period of ser- 
vice. 

The judicial power is vested in a supreme and infe- 
rior courts. The finst is composed of not less than 
three nor more than five judges. It sits at New-Or- 
leans during the months of January, February, March, 
April, May, June, July, November and December, 
for the eastern district; and at Opelousas during the 
rest of the year, for the western. The legislature may 
change the place of sitting, in the western circuit, eve- 
ry fifth year. Its jurisdiction is appellate only, and 
extends to civil cases, in which the value of the matter 
in dispute, exceeds three hundred dollars. 

Inferior courts are established by law. 

The judges are conservaters of the peace through- 
out the state; they hold their ofiices during their good 
behavior. They are removable on impeachment, and, 
fi^r any reascHiable cause, not sufficient for impeach- 
ment, they may be removed by the governor, on the 
address ox three fourths of each house of the general 
assembly. 

The power of impeachment is vested in the house of 
representatives alone. The senate is the sole judge, 
and conviction cannot take place without the concur- 
rence of two thirds of the senators present. 

The governor and all civil officers are liable to im- 
peachment for any misdemeanor in offica The judg- 
ment extends only to removal and disqualification; 
but is subject to prosecution in other courts. 
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In CMe o^ the gOTeraor's MnpeachflMttt, daaik, re- 
signation or removal, hiB functions devolve on ike pre- 
sident of the senata 

Provigion was made Cdt tke fireedos of the press; 
the writ of habeas corpus; the trial by jury, and the 
due administration of justice in criminal cases; ad- 
mission to bail, and the exclosion of cmel and nnu- 
soal puDisbmeDt. 

The clauses^ recommended by congress, were in- 
serted. 

A mode for revising the constitatien was provided. 

Arrangements were made, in a scbedule, for tbe 
march of the state goveroment, at the expiration of 
tbe territ4»rial, by continuing tbe officers of the former, 
until superseded by law. 

Those who prepared the first form of a constitution, 
submitted to the convention, took the constitution of 
Kentucky for a model: they made several alterations, 
and others were introduced by the convention. 

One of tbe principal was a provision for the salary 
of the judges of the supreme cour^ whivh was fijced 
at five thousand dollars: another was the obligation 
imposed on the judges of all courts, as often as it may 
be possible, in every definitive judgment, to refer to 
the particular law, in virtue of which, tbe judgment 
is rendered, and, in all cases, to adduce the reasons 
on which it is founded. 



Wilkin$on-^Anhive$.''^GazeHe$. 
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CHAPTER XV 



First steam boat on the Mississippi. — Apostolic adminis^ 
traiion. — Wilkinson's acquittal. — Louisiana admitted 
into the Union — Conditions. — Extension of limits. — 
Proclamation of the president of the convention^ order^ 
ing elections^ under tfie authority of the state. — War 
declared against Great Britain. — Wilkinson assumes 
the command of the seventh military district. — First 
session of ihc first state legislature. — Governor Clai- 
borne. — 7%e extension of limits assented to. — Hurri- 
cane. — Second session of the legislature. — Judicial sys'- 
tern. — Congress directs posssession to be taken of the 
territory west of the Rio Perdido. — * Wilkinson drives 
the Spanish garrison from Fort Charlotte cU Mobile. — _ 
He is ordered to thenorthem frontier of the U. S.^and 
is succeeded by gen. Flournou. — Mtack of fort Mimtns. 
The Creeks chastised at Tallusatche ana other places. 
Embargo.^r-One thousand militia of Louisiana called 
into the service of the U. S. — Third session of the le* 
gislature. — 7%« Indians further chastised. — Jl fur- 
ther requisition of the militia ^-^ Peace with the Creeks. 
Brig Orpheus.-^^ColonelJSTichols — His proclamation. 
He attempts to secure the assistance of the Barrataria 
people. — Attack on fort Boyer.^^^The Barrataria peo^ 
pie dispersed. — Committee of defence in J^ew-Orleans. 
Jackson marches to Pensacola^ and compels the gover^ 
nor to remove garrisons of his army in the forts. 

On the tenth of January, 1813, the inhabitants of 
New-Orleans witnessed the approach of the first ves- 
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sel, propelled by steam, which floated on the Missis- 
sippi, the New-Orleans, from Pittsburg. The cap- 
tain stated, he had been but two hundred and fifty-nine 
hours, actually on the way. 

We have ^een that soon after the cession^ the 
Pope had placed the ecclesiastical concerns of the 
success of Louisian, under the care of bishop Carrol^ 
of Baltimore^ he now confided them to the abbe Du- 
bourg,' a French clei^man, who had resided for sev- 
eral years in Baltimore, and who came to New-Or- 
leans with the appointment of Apostolic Administra- 
tor. 

The president of the United States approved, on 
the 14th of February, 1812, the sentence pronounced 
by the court martial, on the 23d of December preced- 
ing, acquitting Wilkinson of all the charges exhibited 
against hin). 

Early in the month of April, congress passed an 
act for the admission of the territory of Orleans^ as 
a state, into the union ; but the act was not to be in 
force till the 30th of the month, the ninth anniversary 
of the treaty of cession. It was declared to be a con- 
dition of the admission of the new member, that the 
river Mississippi, and the navigable waters leading 
into it, and into the gulf of Mexico, should be com^ 
mon highways, and forever free, as well to the inhab- 
itants of that state as to those of the other states and 
territories of the United States, without any tax, duty, 
impost or toll therefor, imposed by the state, and that 
this condition an(lall others, stated in the act of the 
proceeding session, for enabling the inhabitants of the 
territory to form a constitution Slc. should be consid- 
ered, as the fundamental terms and conditions of the 
admission of the state into the union. 
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A few days after, another act was passed, for ex- 
tending the limits of the state, by annexing thereto, the 
country south of the Mississippi territory, and east of 
the Mississippi river and the lakes, as far as Pearl river. 

The legislature was required, in case it assented to 
this accession of territory, to make provision, at its 
next session, for the representation of the inhabitants, 
in the legislature, according to the principles of the 
constitution, and for securing to them equal rights 
with those enjoyed by the people of the other parts of 
the state: the law passed for this purpose, being liable 
to revision, modification and amendments by con- 
gress, and, also, in the modt^, provided for amend- 
ments to the constitution, but not liable to change and 
amendment by the legislature of the state. 

On the 12th of the same month, Wilkinson was di- 
rected, by the secretary of war, to return to New-Or- 
leans and resume his command. 

Authentic copies of the late acts of congress having 
reached New-Orleans in the beginning of June, Poy- 
dras, the president of the late convention, in compli- 
ance with a provision of the schedule, annexed to the 
c>n>tit tijn, issued his proclamation for the election 
of a governor and members to the legislature. 

General Wilkinson reached New-Orleans on the 
8th of June. 

Congress declared war against Great Britain, on 
the 18th. 

The senate and house of representatives, according 
to the constitution, assembled on the 27th, and on the 
following day, proceeded to the election of a governor; 
Claiborne and Villere, the son of the gentleman who, 
we have seen, fell under the bayonets of a Spanish 
guard; in 1769, were the individuals who had receiv- 
ed the highest number of votes from the people: the 
VOL. II. 40 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ai4 GHAPTEK [181* 

former, who had a larger number than the latter, was 
chosen. 

The first act of the legislature, was that by which 
the~ proposed extent of territory was assented to; and 
the next was that providing for the representation of 
the new citizens of the state,^in its legislature, and the 
extension to them of all the rights enjoyed by the in- 
habitants of the other parts of the state«^ They were 
allowed three senators and six members of the house 
of representatives. 

It was thought best to |)ostpone the estaUisbment 
of the judiciary department, till the new members of 
the legislature could be elected and take their seats; 
and after attending to such matters as required imme- 
diate attention, the legislature adjourned early in Sep- 
tember, to the 23d of November. 

On the nineteenth of August, the country suffered 
a great deal from a hurricane^ the ravages of which 
exceeded those hitherto known by any of the inhabi- 
tants. Several buildings were blown down in Newr 
Orleans, particularly a very large and elegant market 
house. 

At their second session, a supreme, district and^ par- 
ish courts were organized : the first was to be com- 
posed of three judges, and Hall, Mathews and Der- 
bigny were, accordingly, appointed. The state was 
divided into seven districts, in which a court was to 
be holden, in each parish, except the first, by a district 
judge, who had the same jurisdiction as the late terri- 
torial superior court. In the first district the court 
was to be holden in New-Orleans only. 

The parish courts were continued on the same foot- 
ing, except that of New-Orleans, to which the juris- 
diction of a district court was given. 

The arms of the United States were unsuccessful 
on the northern frontier, during the year 1812: gen- 
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eral Hull sun-endered his army to tlie enemy, who 

Possessed themselves of the whole Michigan territory, 
reaeral Van Ranselaer was more fortunate at the 
battle of Qtieenstown, where he drove off the assail- 
ants, with a considerable loss, particularly that of 
their leader general Brock. 

The navy acquired much eclat: the British frigates 
Guerriere, Macedonian and Java, were taken by cap- 
tuns Hull, Decatur and Bainbridge; the sloop of 
war Alert, by captain Porter, and the brigs of war 
Detroit and Caledonia by lieutenant Jones. 

The United States lost the brigs Na^itilus and 
Vixen and the sloop of war the Wasp. 

On the l!Jth of February, 1813, congress authoriz- 
ed the president of the United States, to .occupy and 
hold that part of West Florida, ly'*ig west of the river 
Perdido, not then in the possession of the United 
States. Orders for this purpose were sent to Wilkin- 
son, who immediately took measures with commodore 
Shaw, and the necessary equipments being made, the 
forces employed in this service reached the vicinity of 
fort Charlotte, in the night between the 7th and 8ih of 
AprH, having on their way dispossessed a Spanish 
guard, on Dauphin island, and intercepted a Spanish 
transport, having on board detachments of artillery, 
with provisions and munitions of war. Don Gayeta- 
no Perez, who commanded in fort Charlotte, received 
the first information of Wilkinson's approach from his 
drums. The place was strong and well supplied with 
artillery, but the garrison consisted of one hundred 
and fifty effective men only, and was destitute of pro- 
visions, as the troops depended upon the town for 
daily subsistence. Don Gayetano capitulated on the 
tKirteenth. The garrison was sent to Pensacola, but 
the artillery of the fort was retained, to be accounted 
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for by the United States: with part of it, Wilkinson 
established a small fortification on Mobile point, which 
commanded the entrance of the bay ; he left colonel 
Constant in command at fort Charlotte, and returned 
t« New-Orleans, which he left a few days after, being 
ordered to join the army on*the frontiers of Canada. 

General Flournoy, of Georgia, was sent to com- 
mand the forces on the Mississippi. 

The British had sent emissaries from Canada, 
among the southern Indians, with a view to induce 
them to take up the hatchet against the frontier in- 
habitants of Georgia and the iVIississippi territory. 
Those men were successful among the Creeks, who, 
on the 20th of June, manifested their hostile tem- 
per by the massacre of several individuals of their 
own tribes, who were friendly to the United ^^ tales. 
This event was not, however, followed by any posi- 
tive act of hostility against the United States, till the 
13th of September, when they committed a sudden, 
unprovoked, and d iring outrage against them. 

Major Beasley bad been seut to command a small 
garrison^ which it had been deemed proper to put in 
fort Mimms, in the Tensau settlement of the Missis- 
sippi territory; a Creek Indian came and informed 
him, in an apparently friendly manner, that he was 
to be attacked within two days: having made his 
communication, he departed and was hardly out of 
sight when twenty or thirty of his countrymen came 
in view, and forcibly entered the fort. In ihe attempt 
to shiit thegate^ Beasley was killed: the garrison re- 
venged his death by that of all the assailants. This 
first party was, however, soon followed by a body of 
about eight hundred: the garrison was overpowered, 
ihe fort taken and every mau; woman and child in it 
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slaughtered^ with the exception of four privates^ who, 
though severely wounded, effected their escape, and 
reached fort Stoddard. 

This misfortune wis. considerably heightened by 
the circumstance of a number of the settlers near the 
fort having sent their families there for protection: the 
number of white persons who thus perished amount- 
ed to three hundred and fifty. The garrison made 
a most obstinate defence; two hundred and fifty In-^ 
dians were killed, and the number of the wounded 
could not be known. 

This event broke up the settlement: its inhabitants 
sought the protection of the white people, at Mobile 
and forts Stoddard and St. Stevens. 

A forty-fourth regiment of infantry had been or- 
dered to be raised, and exclusively employed in the 
state of Louisiana and West Florida. Colonel G. 
T. Ross, k) whom the command of it had been given, 
entered on the recruiting service early in the month 
of October. • 

On the first account of the disaster at fort Mimms, 
very large parties of the militia of the states of Ten- 
nessee and Georgia, volunteered their services, and 
took the field under generals Jackson and Floyd, to 
avenge their countrymen' The first blow was struck 
on the third of November, at the Tallusa'che towns, 
wheje one hundred and eighty-six warriors were 
killed, and eighty-four women and children made 
prboners: the militia had five itien killed and forty- 
one wounded A week after Jackson, with about 
two thousand Tennessee volunteers, fell on the Indi- 
ans at Talledoga and defeated them, killing three 
hundred warriors: he had only six men killed and 
eighty wounded. 
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On flie eighteenth a division of the Tennesssee vol- 
unteer militia^ under general White, destroyed the 
towns of Little Oakfulkee, Genalga and Hillsbee; 
in an action in which he had not a. man killed or 
wonnded, and he killed sixty Indians aud made two 
hundred and fifty-six prisoners. 

General Floyd^ with nine hundred and sixty meni 
of the Geoigia militia, and three hundred and fi['ty 
friendly Indians, attacked fifteen hundred hostile 
Creeks, at Antossee and Tallassee He burnt up» 
wards of four hundred houses, and killed two hun- 
dred warriors, including the kings of .the two towns. 
His loss was seven killed and fifty-four wounded. 

Congress, on the seventeenth of December, laid a 
general embargo. 

In the latter part of that month, Floumoy, by or- 
der of the United States, made a requisition of one 
thbusand men of the militia of the state, to be employ- 
ed in the service of the United States, during six 
months, unless sooner discharged. Claiborne com- 
plied with the requisition immediately. 

The arms of the United States were more success- 
All on the northern frontier during this year, than in 
the preceding, yet but little advantage was obtained. 
The enemy made considerable havock on the Ches- 
apeake, in the towns of Hampton, Havre de Grace, 
Georgetown^ and Frederickton. 

The navy acquired much glory: the British ships 
Detroit and Queen Charlotte, brig Hunter, schooners 
Lady Prevost and Chippewa, and sloop Little Belt, 
were taken by commodore Perry. The brigs Pea- 
cock and Boxer by captain Lawrence and lieutenant 
Brown, the schooners Dominica and Highflyer by a 
privateer, and captain Rodgers. The United States 
lostihe frigate Chesapeake, and schooners Viper, 
Asp, Julia and Growler, and brig Argus. 
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The legislature began its third session on the third 
of January 1H14^ but did not pass any very impor- 
tant act. 

General Claiborne, at the head of a detachment 
of the Mississippi territory, on the twenty- third of 
January, burned the town of Etchenachaca, (holy 
ground) and routed the Indians. Two. days after, 
general Floyd was attacked, on his encampment, 
forty-eight miles west of Catahouchee: but the en- 
emy retreated after a severe conflict. The loss of 
the general was twenty-two killed and twenty-^seven 
wounded. 

A decisive blow was at last struck on the twenty- 
seventh of March, when genei*al Jackson attacked 
the enemy's entrenchments, and, after an action of 
five hours, completely defeated them, killing seven 
hundred and fifty warriors, and taking two hundred 
and fifty women and children. His loss was twen- 
ty-five killed and one hundred and five wounded. 

Congress, on the fourteenth of April, repealed the 
embargo and new importation laws. 

In the course of thai month the banks in New- 
Orleans ceased to pay specie for their notes. 

Lieutenant colonel Pearson, with two hundred 
and fifty of the North Carolina militia, and seventy 
friendly Indians, having scoured the banks of the 
Alabama, made six hundred and twenty-two men, 
women and children prisoners. 

Official accounts were received at Washington 
city of the fall of Bonaparte; the restoration of 
Louis XVIIl. and the consequent general pacifica- 
tion in Europe. These events leaving to Great 
Britain a large disposable forcd and offering her 
the means of giving to the war in America a char- 
acter of new and increased activity and extent; al- 
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though the government of the United States did not 
know that such would be its appUcation, nor wliat 
particular point or points would become objects 
of attack, the president deemed it advisable to 
strengthen the line of the Atlantic and the gulf of 
Mexico. His directions were accordingly commu- 
nicated by the secretary of war to Claiborne, to or- 
ganize and hold in readiness a corps of one thous- 
and militia infantry, the quota of Louisiana, also a re- 
quisition made on ihe executive of the several states, 
for ninety-three thousand five hundred men. Clai- 
borne lost no time in carrying the views of the gene- 
ral government into execution. 

The Creek Indians having sued for peace, power 
was given to Jackson to conclude it. This was 
done at Fort Jackson, on the ninth of August, 

This treaty strongly marks the temper of the^ 
United States' agent. It begins by stating.that an 
unprovoked, inhtiman and sanguinary war,waged^by 
the hostile Creek Indians, against the United States, 
has been repelled, prosecuted and determined suc- 
cessfully on the part of the latter, in conformity with 
the principles of national justioe and honorable 
warfare, and consideration is due to the rectitude 
of the proceding, dictated by instructions relating to 
the re-estabiishment of peace; that prior to the 
conquest of that part of the Creek nation, hostile 
to the United States, numberless aggravations had 
been committed against the peace, the property and 
the lives of the citizens of the United States and 
those of the Creek nation in amity with them, at the 
mouth of Duck river, fort Mimms and elsewhere, 
contrary to national faith, and an existing treaty; 
that the United States, previously* to the perpetra- 
tion of such outrages, endeavored to secure future 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 H] THE FIFTEENTH. 3S1 

amity and concord between the Creek nation and 
their citizens, in conformity with the stipulations of 
former treaties, fulfilled with punctuality and good 
faith, their engagements to the Creek nation, and 
mot*e than two thirds of the whole number of chiefs 
and warriors, disregarding the genuine spirit of ex- 
isting treaties, suffered themselves to be instigat- 
ed to violations of their national honor, the res- 
pect due to the part of thp nation ^ithful to the 
United States, and the principles of humanity, hj 
impostors, denominating themselves prophets, and 
by the duplicity and misrepresentations of foreign 
emissaries, whose governments are at war, open or 
understood, with the United States,— Wberewre: 

The United States demand an equivalent Fpr all 
expenses, incurred in prosecuting the war to its ter- 
mination, by a cession of all the territory belonging 
to the Creek nation. Within certain iimits, expressed 
in the treaty. 

The United States guaranty to the Creefk nation 
the integrity of the rest of their territory. 

They demand, that the Creek nation abandon all 
communication and cease to hold any intercourse 
with any British or Spanish post, garrison or town, 
and that they shall not admit among them any agent 
or trader, who shall not have:authority,to hold com- 
mercial or other intercourse with them, from the 
United Stales. 

The United states demand an acknowledgement 
of the right of establishing military posts and trad- 
ing houses, and to open roads within the territory, 
5;uarantied to the Creek nation, and a right to the 
iree navigation of all its waters. 

The United States demand the immediate sur- 
render erf all the persons and property of their clti- 
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zens and their friendly Indians, and promise to re- 
store the prisoners they made in the nation, and the 
property of any of its members. 
. The United States demand the capture and sur- 
render of all the prophets and instigators of the war, 
whether foreigners or natives, who have not sub- 
mitted to the arms of the United States, or become 
parties to the treaty, if ever they shall be found 
within (he territory, guarantied by the United Stat^ 
to the the nation by the treaty. 

The Creek nation being reduced to extreme want 
and not having, at present, the means of subsistance, 
the United States, from motives of humanity, will 
continue to furnish, gratuitously, the necessaries of 
Jife, until crops of com be considerad competent to 

Jield the nation a supply, and will establish trading 
ouses among them to enable the nation, by iodus- 
try and economy, to purchase clothing. 

The Creek nation acceding to these demands, it 
is declared, that a permanent peace shall ensue, 
from the date of the treaty forever, between the 
Creek nation and the United States, and the Creek 
nation and the Cherokee, Chickasaw and Coctaw 
nations. 

Early in the month of August, the British brig 
Orpheus, brought several officers of that nation to 
the bay of Apalachicola, with several pieces of ar- 
tillery. Their object was to enter into arrange- 
ments with the chiefs of the Creek nation of Indians 
for obtaining a number of their warriors to join the 
British force, which was soon expected, and in- 
tended for the attack of the fortification which 
Wilkinson, after he had taken fort Charlotte, had 
established at Mobile point, and the possession of 
which was considered as ^n object of great import- 
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tance towards the execution of ulterior operations, 
which were meditated against Louisiana. These 
officers easitj succeeded in rallying a number of 
Indians around the British standard. Individuals 
from Qilmost all the tribes, who^ dwelled to the 
eastward of the Choctaws, joined the Creeks: they 
were supplied with arms and drilled. 

Soon after, colonel Nichols arrived at Pensacola. 
He had sailed from Burmndas with a few companies 
of infantry, and touched at the Havana, in expec- 
tation of obtaining, from the captain general of the 
island of Cuba, a few gun-boats and small vessels, 
with permission to land bis men and some artillery 
at Pensacola. He obtained no aid : but it is ima- 
gined the captain general did not seriously object 
to his effecting a landing at Pensacola, as he did so 
without any effort made by the Spanish officers there, 
to maintain the neutrality of the place. He was 
soon joined by the officers of his nation, who had 
preceded him in West Florida, accompanied by a 
very considerable number of Indians. He establish- 
ed his head quarters in the town, from which he issu- 
ed, on the twenty-ninth of August, hia- proclamation 
to the people of Louisiana. 

He announced, that on them the first call was then 
made to assist in the liberation of their natal soi],fix>m 
a faithless and weak government. To Spaniards, 
Frenchmen, Italians and Englishmen, whether resi- 
dents or sojourners in Louisiana, application was 
made for assistance. The colonel said he had brought 
a fine train of artillery land every thing requisite, 
was heading a large body of Indians^ commanded 
by British officers, and was seconded by numerous 
British and Spanish fleets. His object waS to put an 
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end to the usurpation of the United States, and restore 
the country to its lawful owners. 

He gave assurances, that the inhabitants had no 
need to be alarmed at his approach, as the good faith 
and disinterestedness, which Britons had manifested 
in Europe^ would distinguish them in America. The 
people would be relieved from taxes, imposed on theia 
to support an unnatural war: their property, their 
laws, their religion, the peace and tranquility of their 
country, would be guarantied by men, who suflfered no 
infringement of their own. 

The Indians, he added, had pledged themselves^ in 
the most solemn manner, to refrain from offering the 
slightest injury to any but the enemies of their Span- 
ish or British fathers. A French, Spanish or Brit- 
ish flag, hoisted over any house, would be a sure pro- 
tection, and no Indian would dare to cross the thresh- 
old of such a dwelling. 

Addressing himseli to the people of Kentucky, he 
observed, they had too long borne with grievous im- 
positions; the whole brunt of the war had fallen on 
their brave sons. He advised them to be imposed on 
no longer, but either to revenge themselves under the 
standard of their forefathers, or observe the sU-ictesi 
neutrality: assuring them, that, if they complied with 
his offerd, whatever provisions they might send down 
w^ould be paid in dollars,^and the safety of the persons 
accompanying them,^ well as the free navigation of 
the Mississippi would be guarantied to them. 

He called to their view, and he trusted to their ab- 
horrence, the oondnct of those factions which had 
hurried them into a civil, unjust and unnatural war, at 
a time, when Great Britain was straining every nerve 
^i» the defence of her own and the liberties of the 
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world ; when the bravest of her sons were fighting 
and bleeding in so sacred a cause; when she was 
spending millions of her treasure, in endeavoring to 
put down one of the most formidable and dangerous 
tyrantg, that ever disgraced the form of man ; when 
groaning Europe was almost in her last gasp; when 
Britain alone shewed an undaun^firont; when her 
assassins endeavored to stab her; from the war, she 
had turned on them, renovated from the bloody, but 
successful struggle; £urope was now happy and free, 
and she now hastened justly to avenge the insult. He 
besought them to shew they were not collectively un- 
just, and leave the contemptible few to Bhiii for them- 
selves ; to let the slaves of the tyrants send an embassy 
to the island of Elba^ to implore his aid, and let eve- 
ry honest American spurn them with united con- 
tempt. 

He asked, whether the Kentuckians, after the expe- 
rience of twenty-one years, could longer support those 
brawlers for liberty, who called it freedom', when them- 
selves were free. He advised them not to b^ duped 
any longer atad accept of his offers, assuring them what 
he had promised he guarantied to them on the sound 
honor of a British officer. 

In an order of the day for the first colonial battal- 
ion of the royal corps of marines, colonel Nichols in- 
formed them they were called upon to perform a duty 
of the utmost danger, and to begin a long and tedious 
march through wildemessos and swamps, and their 
enemy, being enured to the climate, had a great 
advantage over them: but he conjured them to re- 
member the twenty-one years of glory and toil of their 
country, and to resolve to follow the example of their 
noble companions, who had fought and shed their^ 
blood in her service; to be equally faithful and trust 
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in their moral discipline, and the least and most p^- 
fidtous of their enemiea would not long maintain him- 
self before them. 

He added, that a cause, so sacred as that which had 
led them to draw their swords in Europe, would make 
them unsheath them in America, and use them with 
equal credit and advantage. In Europe their arms 
had not been employed for the good of their country 
only, but for that of those who groaned in the chains 
of oppression, and in America they were to have the 
same discretion, and the people they were now to aid 
and assist, groaned under robberies and murders, ami- 
mitted on them by the Americana 

He said, the noble Spanish nation had grieved to 
gee her territories insulted, having been robbed and 
despoiled of a portion of them, while overwhelmed 
with distress and held down by chains a tyrant had 
loaded her with, "while gloriously struggling for the 
greatest of all possible blessings, true liberty; the 
treacherous Americans, who call themselves free, had 
attacked her, like assassins, while she was fallen ; but 
the day of retribution was fast approaching; these 
atrocfiies would excite horror in the hearts of British 
soldiers, and would stimulate them to avenge the op- 
pressed. 

He recommended |fo his men to exhibit to the Indi- 
ans ^e most exact discipline, and be a pattern to those 
children of iKiture; to teach and instruct them, with 
the utmost patience, and correct them when ttiey de- 
serve it; 10 respect their affections and antipathies ^d 
never give them a just cause of offence. 

He concluded by Reminding them, that sobriety 
above all things, should be their greatest care: a sin- 
gle instance of drunkenness might be their ruin, and 
ho declared in the most solemn manner, that no con- 
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sidefation whatever should ever induce him to forgive 
a drunkard. 

Emissaries were sent, with copies of this proclama- 
tion^! 9ver the country, between Mobile river and the 
Mississippi. 

On the capture of the island of Guadaloape, by the 
British, most of tb^ privateers, commissioned by the 
colonial government, unable to find a sbejter in ihe 
West India islands, resorted to lake Barrataria, to the 
west of tlie city of New-Orleans, for supplies of water 
and provisions, recruitiiig the health of their crews and 
dispasing of their prizes, which they were unable to 
do elsewhere. At the expiraUon of the period, during 
which their commissions, from the governor of Gua- 
daloupe, authorized them l^ cruize, these people went 
to Carthagena,, where they procured commissions, au- 
thorizing the capture of Spanish vessels: the neutrali- 
ty of the United States, preventing vessels thus cap- 
tured from being brought to their ports, they were 
brought to Barrataria. Under that denomination w^s 
included all the coast on the gulf of Mexico, between 
the western mouth of the Mississippi and that of the 
river or bayou Lafou rehe. Near the sea between those 
streams are the small, large and larger lakes of Bara- 
taria, communicating with one another by bayous, the 
numerous branches of which interlock each other. 
A secure harbor afforded a shelter to the vessels of 
those people, who had established near it a small vil- 
large, in which they met individuals from th^ settle- 
ments of Attakapas and Lafourche, and the right bank 
of the Mississippi, and even New-Orleans, who, hav- 
ing but few competitors, purchased merchandize on 
advantageous terpis^ and obtained good prices for the 
provisions they brought. Besides privateersmen, the 
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village W&8 resorted to by interlope and negro tra- 
ders from foreign pores; and it fias report, that 
nome of the Barataria people were addicted to pirat- 
ical pnrsuiu*. The violation of the laws of neuirsility, 
the fiscal regulations and those against the importation 
of slaves, by the menof Barataria, though persisted in 
for a number of vears, had not, till very lately, attract- 
ed the notice of the general or state government. 
Commodore Patterson bad just received orders, from 
the secretary of the navy, to disperse those marauders, 
the schooner Carolina had been ordered to New- 
Orleans, for that purpose, and (K>l6nel Ross, of the 
forty-fourth regiment, had been directed to co-operate 
in this measure. These officers were now making 
preparations for this purpose. 

On the thirty-first of August colonel Nichols, ad- 
dressed a letter to Lafitte, the most influential indi- 
vidual at Barataria, inforaiing him of his arrival 
at Pensacola,*for the purpose of annoyii^ the only 
enemy Great Britain had in the world, and called on 
him and his brave followers to enter into the service 
of Great Britain^ in which he should have tho rank of 
a captain, and lands would be allowed to them all, 
according to their respective ranks on a peace taking 
place. 

An officer of the marine corps was despatched with 
this letter, and the commander of the kmg's ships at 
Pensacola, wrote also to Lafitte, referring him to 
captain Lockyer, of the Sophia, who was sent to 
convey Nichols' emissary. On the third of Sep- 
tember, those letters were delivered to a brother of 
Lafitte, who was absent. He amused his visitors 
and encouraged them to hope he would i^ome into 
their views, but asked the delay of a fortnight be- 
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$m^ he ouide his &al detenntm^lion kndwa* He 
lostQQtljr aent to a merchant in New^Orleaas, tt^ 
letter he had received and Nichols' proclaniatioe^ 
with direetioDs to commuyaicate them to Claiboriae« 
mnd deliver him a letter, in which Lafitte offered hi9 
aerviced, mid those of his people, to defend the part 
of (he state he occupied, or be otherwise enjoyed 
/against the en^^j; asking only that a stop might 
be put to the proscription of his brother, himself 
and their adherents, by an act of oblivion. He con- 
eluded with the assurance that, if bis request wa^ 
not i^anted, he would forthwith leave the state to 
avoid the imputation of having eo-operated in an in- 
vasion of Barrataria* 

Claiborne caUed together the principal officers of 
the army, militia $md navy, and laid beibre them 
jLafitte's letter, %nd the papers be had received; they 
recommended, that he should not have ai^ inter- 
course, or enter into correspondence with any of 
Chose people. Major general Villere aqd Claiborne 
were the only persons, at this meeting, who disap- 
proved of the recommendation. 

At the expiration of the delay, captain Lockyer 
came to the place indicated, to receive Lafitie's 
fined answer, but bekig met by w^ one he returned. 

Eariy in this month, the quota of the militia in the 
«(tate, which had been order^ to be held in readiness, 
in consequence of a requisition of Jackson, who had 
succeeded Floumoy, in the command of the seventh 
military district, was dii^cted by Claiborne to rendez- 
vous in New-Orleans, to be organized and taken into 
<he 8ervi<^ of the United Slates. 

Fort Boyer, the fortification which Wilkinson, after 
4he Span^ garrison was tlriven out of F^irt Ch^loue, 
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at M(Aile, had erected, on a point oi land wfaidi con* 
mands the entrance <^ Mobile bay, was foand a grei^ 
obstacle to the operations of the British in Louinana, 
and an eflS>rt was made, in the middle of September, 
to take possession of it 

Commodore Perry, with a flotilla of four vessels of 
war, in which he htd brought Nichols imd his troops 
to Pensacola, took on boai^ thirteen hundred men^ 
six hundred of whom were Indians; his ships bad 
ninety-two pieces of heavy artillery. Major Law- 
rence, who commanded the fort, had a garrison of one 
hundred and thirty men and twenty pieces of cannoa 
Perry landed a part of his soldiers, who erected a 
battery, the guns of which and those of the ships, be* 
gan at once a tremendous fire: but the fort was so 
gallantly defended and his own ship was so injured 
that he was obliged to set fire to her: the other three 
were so absolutely disabled, th^t the commodore took 
the men he had landed, on board, and sailed away, 
having had oqe hundred and sixty-two men killed and 
as many wounded. 

On the eighteenth of September, the expedition that 
had been prepared, in New- Orleans, by commodore 
Patterson and colonel Ross, reached the settlementof 
Barrataria men ; those people had abandoned it, as 
soon as they perceived the vessels, leaving a quanuty 
of goods, that were saved ; the houses wel^ all de- 
stroyed. » 

On the return of the British flotilla, which had been 
repulsed before fort Boyer, the British were permit- 
ted to garrison the forts at Pensacola. Jackson, who 
was then at Mobile, determined on taking possession 
of that town, in order to deprive the enemy of a place 
of shelter and refuge. He accordingly assembled at 
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fort Mon^mery, on the Alabama river, a body of 
about four thousand men, composed of regulars and 
militia from the state of Tennessee and Mississippi 
territory, and, soon after, led them towards Pensacola, 
and halted within two miles of the town, on the sixth 
of November. 

Major Peire, an aid of Jackson, was now despatch- 
ed with a communication to the Spanish governor, an- 
nouncing to him, that'the army of the United States did 
not approach with any hostile views to Spain, and had 
no object but to deprive the British, with whom 
they were at war, of a place of refuge, in which they 
prepared the means of annoying the inhabitants of the 
adjoining territory of the United States. He there- 
fore required, that the governor should admit a garri- 
son out of the army of the United States in fort St. 
Michael and that of the Barrancas, till a sufficient 
Spanish force, to enable the colonial government of 
Pensacola, to support the neutrality of the Catholic 
king^s territory, should arrive. The major was fired 
on, although he approached alone, and bore a con- 
spicuous white flag: he reconnoitred the fort and 
distinctly saw it occupied by British troops; the 
Spanish flag was displayed over it: but information 
was received that, on the preceding day, both the 
Spanish and British flags had been simultaneously 
hoisted. 

Jackson, on the return of Peire, sent a letter to the 
governor, by a prisoner, demanding an explanation. 
A Spanish officer soon after arrived, with a letter from 
the governor, containing assurances of his having had 
no participation in the transaction complained of, and 
that if the communication was renewed the messenger 
would be received with due respect Peire went in 
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accordingly, at midnight, and OA JadscnVi propMi* 
tion being Tcjected, declared that recourse would h* 
had to armg. 

Accordingly on his return, on the seventh, thre^ 
thousand men were marched in three columns, along 
the beach, in order to avoid the fire of fort St Michael ; 
but when in sight of the town^ the artillery proving too 
heavy for die sand^ the middle column was ordered 
to charge, and as soon as the head of it appeared in 
the principal street, a Spanish battery, of two nieces of 
Cannon, was open^ on it: it was immediately carri- 
ed at the point of the bayonet, with the loss of eleven 
men killed or wounded ; the Spaniards had one man 
killed and six wounded. 

The govemw now made his appearance, with a 
white flag in his hand, and being met by some officers,, 
at the hc^ of the troops, decla^ his intention to ac* 
cent the proposition made to him. Jackson^ on beiiu^ 
inumned of this, hastened to the house of the intencf 
ant, who assured him the town, arsenals, forts and mu- 
nitions of war would be surrendered On this, Jack- 
son ordered hostilities to cease, and his troops to 
march out of town. 

Notwithstanding the strong assurances of the gov- 
ernor and intendant, the forts were not surrendered. 
Jackson was making prq[)arations to storm fort St 
Michael, when the c^cer commanding it, lowered his 
flag and yielded the fortren, befi>re a sioigle blow was 
struck. 

The troqw were marching towards fort St Charles, 
of the Barrancas, when die Sritidh blew it up, and re- 
treated to their snipping, with some of their Indians. 
Those of the latter, vvrfao did not go on board, fled 
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across the countir; the others were landed cm the 
Apaladiieoh, and, immediately after, the vessels sail- 
ed away. 

The American army, shortly after, returned to Mo- 
bile. 



yraitfM(Hi.~JSal(m.— Jt^slotit*.-^^ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



• 

First session of the second legislature. — Jackson arrives 
at JVeW'Orleans. — British fleet off Pensacola. — Cap^ 
ture oftheflotitta of lake Borgne.^^Barataria men 
join the army. — Proceeding of the legislature. — Gen^ 
erals Coffee and Carroll.— ^aior Hinds. — Etnbatgo. 
Affair of the twenty-third of December. 

The second state legislature had b^an its first ses- 
sion on the tenth of November, 1814. The following 
extract firom Glaibome^s speech, shows how little foun- 
dation there was in the rumor, that circulated, of the 
disaffection of the inhabitants of Louisiana: ^In the 
patriotic ardor, which pervades the state, I behold a 
pledge of its fidelity, and devotion tot the American 
union. This ardor, this American spirit, has been 
tested by the facility with which the late requisition, 
for an auxiliary force of militia infantry, has been car- 
ried into effect, by the laudable zeal with which. the 
volunteer cavalry and riflemen have pressed forward 
in their country's cause* In meeting the requisition, I 
Bm satisfied with the conduct of every officer, whose 
duty it was to co-operate; and 1 have noticed, with 
pleasure, the promptitude with which most of the re- 
giments furnished their contingent But, for the valu- 
able services of the cavalry and riflemen, we are par- 
ticularly indebted to the distinguished patriotism of 
the citizens of Feliciana and Attakapas. You cannot. 
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gentlemen, too highly appreciate the patriotic, the 
martial spirit which at present exists.^' 

General Jackson reached New-Orleans on the se- 
cond of December, and, on the next day, descended 
the river to view fort St. Charles, at Plaquemines, and 
other works which were projecting on the opposite 
bank. A committee of the legislature waited on him, 
with the copy of a resolution of that body, testifying, 
that the great and important services, lately rendered 
by him and the gallant army, under his command, en- 
titled them to the thanks and gratitude c^the general 
assembly. 

^ Accounts were now received from Pensacola, that 
a very large naval force of the enemy was off that port, 
and it was generally understood New-Orleans was the 
object of the attack; eighty vessels were in sight, and 
more than double that number were momentarily 
looked for. There were vessels of all descriptions and 
a large body of troops. Admiral Gochraine comman- 
ded the fleet, and his ship the Tonnant, was off the 
port 

Lieutenant Jones, who commanded on lake Borgne^ 
a flotilla consisting of five gun-boats and a schooner, 
was ordered to reconnoitre and ascertain the disposi- 
tion and force of the enemy, and in case they should 
attempt, through this route, to efiect a disembarkation^ 
to retire to the Rigolets, the principal pass between 
lakes Borgne and Pontchartrain, and there, with his 
flotilla, make an obstinate resistance and contend to 
the last. He remained off ship island till the twelfth^ 
when the enemy^s force being much increased, he re- 
tired to a position near the Malheureux island, from 
whence, on his being attacked, he had a better oppor- 
tunity of making, his retreat to the Rigolets, where 
alone he was instructed to make opposition. This 
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pt8Baiidtittt(rf*€9irfMeDieur, onile at tbe«airaiipe 
of the lake, and form a narrow channel, <m reaching 
which the gun^boali would be eaabled to preaent as 
farBoidaUean oppotition, as could be siade to aU the 
force diat could be biouji^t against them, and put u 
defiance any e0brt that could be atiade agunat the 
eily throo|^ tfaatrouta 

On the thirteenth, Jones pere^ed thememy^ bar- 
ges approaching him, uid inuBediately weighed his 
wicbors, with the design of reaching the Rigolets: but 
found this ahsohit^ impa<^cal^. A strong wind 
having blown for some days to the east, from we ladke 
to the gul^ had so reduced the d^th of water, that 
the best and deepest channels were irau^denttd :float 
his iitde squadron; the oars were resorted to^ hut in 
vain. Erery tiring that <KMild be spared was thrown 
overboard; but ^s wasaieo inefiectuaL At last, a 
sudden tide brought a momemary relief, lifted the 
boafls fitMn the lArnds, and Jones directed his eomse 
to theBi^lM, and came to a» anchor at one o'clodi 
on the next morning, in the west passs^ of the M^ 
heuKux idand, and atday^breaksaw mie puraiit had 
been abandon^. 

There was, mt^ bay of St liMiis, aome puU^ 
stores', which he had seat the aehoonw iSea Hofse, to 
b«wgoffi The British baiges made two vain s^ltraipis 
to capture diis resseL Ito* commander deenw^ it 
iflspessible to execute Jones' orders, destroyed Ab 
stores: and seeing the ^ramy retumii^ in great fwee, 
bl^ir up the schoooar and reti^Ba^ by land. 

On the mwning <tf thefourte^ith,thei^iemy's bar# 
ges were seen approachii^ die gna*boats: a retreat 
becraoe impoasiUe; die wind tms entirely luHedrA 
perfect calm prevailed and a strong current setting to 
^ guU; tendered ei^ry efibrt, to ireach iht Rigdbt^ 
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unavailing, the resolution was taken to fight as loi^as 
there remained the hope of the least success. The 
line was formed, with springs on the cables* Forty- 
three barges, mounting as many cannon, with twelve 
hundred fine men, were advancing in an extended 
line, and came soon in reach; at half after eleven 
o'clock they commenced to fire, and the action imme- 
diately became general Owing to a strong current 
setting out to the east, two of the boats were unable to 
keep their anchorage, and floated about one hundred 
yards in advance of the line. The enemy advanced 
in three divisions; the centre one bore down on the 
centre boat, commanded by the senior officer, and 
twice attempting to board, was twice repulsed, with 
an immense destruction of officers and men and the 
loss of two boats, which were sunk. Jones being too 
severely wounded to maintain the deck, the command 
devolved on Parker, who no less valiantly defended 
his flag, till his wounds compelled him to retreat, and 
the boat was soon afler carried : another boat, though 
gaHantly defended, was soon after taken and the guns 
of both turned on the others, which were compelled to 
surrender. The loss on board of the gun boats was 
ten men killed and thirty-five wounded : that of the 
British not less than three hundred. The Americans 
had five boats, one hundred and eighty- two men, and 
twenty-three guns. The force of the assailants has 
already been stated. 

The loss of the gun boats left the enemy complete 
master of the lakes to the east of the island on which 
the city of New-Orleans stands, and gave him the fa- 
cility of reaching it by any of the waters running east- 
erly to any of these lakes. 

The crisis appeared really alarming. The force in 
New-Orleans consisted only of seven hundred men pf 
VOL. II. 43 
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the seventh and forty-fourth rc^ments oftheXJmted 
States, and one thousand state militia, besides one hun- 
dred and fifty sailors and marines* Three thousand 
men of the militia of Tennessee, under general Carrol, 
and a body of twelve hundred and fifty riflemen of the 
same state, under general Coffee, were lodked for; 
and it was reported, a body of twenty-five hundred 
men from Kentucky, under general Thomas, were cm 
their march; and it was deemed, that after leaving a 
sufiicient part of the militia of the state in the different 
parishes to keep the slaves in awe, three thousand men 
might be brought to the defence of the city-^making, 
wiSi some aid fi-om the Mississippi territory, a general 
total of about twelve thousand: but the enemy was 
much nearer to the city than three-fourths of this 
force. 

Although the population of New-Orleans was com- 
posed of mdividuals of different nations, it was as pa<- 
triotic as that of any cily in the union. The Creoles 
were sincerely attached to liberty and the general go- 
vernment: the^ had given a strong evidence of this, 
on their admission into the union, by the election 
of the governor, judges, and almost every other officer 
sent to them by the President of the United StatesL 
The Spaniards were very small in number, and a few 
of them might have been elated to see the flag of their 
nation raised in the country, but they had no sympa- 
thetic feeling for the British: the individuals of that 
naUon who were not naturalised had retired into the 
interior. There were a few from almost every other 
European nation, but nothing was apprehended fit>m 
ihem. 

Claiborne was sincerely attached to the government 
of his country, and tho legislature was prepared to call 
forA and place at Jackson's disposal all the resources 
of the state. 
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The disappointment of some, who had unsuccess- 
fiiUy strugglckl for ascendency, bad united them in op- 
position to Claiborne's measures. There were a few 
citizens of the United States of considerable talents and 
influence among them, many of whom had seats in the 
legislature; and hitherto, when no immediate danger 
seemed to threaten, had thrown some difiiculty in the 
way of Claiborne on his attempt to bring a part of the 
militia into the service of the United States. The go- 
vernor, who in 1806 had joined Wilkinson in the cry 
of spies and traitors, was disposed to consider his op- 
ponents as of that character. 

Hall, the district judge of the United States, had 
become obnoxious to a few individuals; he had been 
from the beginning very strict in enforcing the laws of 
congress, and persons brought before him for breaches 
of the revenue, embargo or non-importation laws, had 
conceived the idea that he was extremely severe. 
Among the papers of Lafitte, which had been lately 
taken at Barataria, had been found letters of several 
merchants, who had hitherto sustained a good charac- 
ter, afibrding evidence of their being accomplices of 
that man, and prosecutions had been instituted against 
some of them. The stern impartiality of the judge 
had induced a belief they had much to apprehend: 
the counsel, whom they had employed, were generally 
the opponents of Claiborne. 

The want of ah able military chief was sensibly 
felt, and notwithstanding any division of sentiment on 
any other subject, the inclination was universal to sup- 
port Jackson, and he had been hailed on his arrival by 
all There were some, indeed, who conceived that 
the crisis demanded a general of some experience in 
ordinary warfare ; that one whose military career had 
begun with the current year, and who had never met 
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with any but an Indian force, was ill calcolated to 
meet the warlike enemy who threatened : but all were 
willing to make a virtue of necessity, and to take their 
wishes for thdr opinions, and manifested an unbound- 
ed confidence in him. AH united in demonstraticHis 
of respect and reliance, and every one was ready to 
give him his support. His immediate and incessant 
attention to the defence . of the country, the care he 
took to visit every vulnerable point, his unremitted vigi- 
lance and the strict discipline ^[iforced, soon convin<^ 
all that he was the man the occasion demanded. 

Unfortunately he had been surrounded, from the 
moment of his arrival, by persons from the ranks of 
the opposition to Claiborne, Hall and the state govern* 
ment, and it was soon discovered that he had become 
impressed with the idea, that a great part of the popu- 
lation of Louisiana was disaffected and the city foil of 
traitors and spies. It appears such were his senti- 
ments as early as the eighth of September; for in a 
letter of Claiborne, which he since published, the go< 
rernor joins in the opinion, and writes to him ^^I think 
with you that our country is full of spies and traitors." 
The governor was not unwilling to increase his own 
merit, by magnifying the obstacles he had to surmount: 
he therefore stated in his correspondence with Jack* 
son every opposition he met widi, and did not foil to 
represent every one, who did not think as he did,as ini* 
mieal to the country. Those who immediately sur- 
grounded Jackson on his arrival, with a view to en« 
hance his reliance on them, availed themselvesof eve- 
ry opportunity to increase his sense of danger. 

Time, which is the true test of the soundness of 
opinions, has shewn that the people of Louisiana de- 
served well of their country during the invasion^ and 
that not one shadow of treason or d^afi*ection appeared 
in them. 
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An iwttmoe, of what kicalted Ae VMckinutimm of 
foreigners, has been recorded. Colonel Coliel, a Span* 
ish officer of the garrison of Pensaoda, had an only 
daughter married to Lacroix^ a wealdiy planter, and 
ifi^as on a visit at his fiirm, a few miles foelow the city s 
in writing thence td one of his friends in Pemacola, he 
stated tl^ weakness of the force die Brtlisb would 
have to encounter in Ixmisiana, and expressed his be- 
lief of dieir scKscess. This lett^ was intercepted and 
sent to Claiborne, who submitted it to the attorney* 
general. The latter thought there was no room for 
his interference, but gave it as his opinion, that in time 
of war, when an inva^on was apprehended, the govem 
nor might send away any foreigi^r whom he suspect- 
ed of aay concert with the enemy. On this the colo-> 
nel was ordered away, and obe}^. The commum- 
cation between New-Orleans and Pensacola was 
open; there was no Brilash force in die latter place, 
and the information conveyed was such as might have 
been had from any traveller. The colonel acted per- 
haps indiscreetly^ butit is far from being clear he hsA 
a^hostUe view? 

Jackson had Claiborne^ assurance that the latter 
would receive and obey his orders, and suppwt all Us 
measures for tlie common defence. 

The l^islature was in session, since die b^ifming 
of the preceding month. We have seen that Clai- 
borne, at the opening of the session, had offered diem 
his congratulations on the alacrity with which the call 
<^die United States for a body of militia had been met^ 
which, with the detail <^the proceeding of that body, 
is the best rdiitation of the diarges which have been 
urged against them. Jt will ^ew, that in attachment 
to the union, in zoal for die defence of the country, in 
liberality in fumbhing the means of it, and in nmtkh 
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1^1^ ito the wauls of di^r bra?e fellow-<»lizens who 
came down to assist them in repelling die foe, die gene- 
ral assembly of Louisiana does not sufier by a compari- 
9on of its conduct with that of any l^idative body in 
the United Statea The assertion, that any member of 
it entertained the silly opinion, that a capitulation, if 
any became necessary, was to be brought about or ef- 
fected by the ag^icyof die houses, any more than by 
that of a court of justice, or the city council of New- 
Oiiauis, is absolutely groundless. 

As early as the twenty-second of Noyember, Lou- 
aillier, one of the members of the house of represeuta- 
tives for the connty of Opelousas, whose name will be 
frequently menti<Hied in the sequel of the work, in a 
report, which he made as chairman of the committee 
of ways and means, had drawn die attention of the le^ 
gislature to the necessity of dieir making suitable pro- 
vision for the defence of the country. ^*Who,'' it is 
said in diis docum^it, ^^has not admired the patriotic 
ardor which was displayed in the execution of the 
woiks deemed, by the principal cities of the unimi and 
our sister states, necessary for the protection of such 
as could be assailed by the enemy? The magistrates, 
die citizens, the officers of the general government, 
manifested the utmost zeal to obtain the desired ob- 
ject — ^their safeQr and the ignominious retreat of die 
enemy were the glorious result of their ^forts. How 
does it happen tlmt such a noble example has not been 
followed in this part of the union? Are we so situated 
as to have no dangers to dread? Is our population of 
such a description as to secure our tranquilli^? Shall 
we always confine ourselves to addresses and procla- 
mations? Are we always to witness the several depart- 
ments ^itrusted with our defence, languishing in a 
state of inactivity hardly to be excused, even in- the 
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most peaceable tknes? No other evid^M^e of patriot- 
ism is to be found than a disposition to avoid evenr ex- 
panse, every fatigue — nothing as yet has been perform- 
ed; it is the duty of the legislature to give the neces- 
sary impulse, but it is only by adopting a course en- 
tirely opposite to that which hitherto has been pursued, 
that we can hope for success — if the legidature adds 
its own indolence to that which generally prevails, we 
can easily foresee that ere long, a capitulation, similar 
to that obtained by the city of Alexandria, will be the 
consequence of a conduct so highly culpable. 

A considerable force is now assembled under the 
orders of general Jackson, which will speedily receive 
large reinforcements from the militia of the western 
states, but it is nevertheless true that the principal ave- 
nues to our capital are not in a situation to insure its 
preservation ; and that unless we are determined to 
provide for its safety ourselves, unless we act with a 
promptness and energy equal to the torpor which 
seems to have invaded the principal branches of our 
government, that force will only be employed in retak- 
ing this territory, which must fall an easy prey to the 
first efforts of an invading foe ; the legislature has been 
convened for the purpose of raising a fond adequate to 
die expenses necessary to ward off the dangers by 
which we are threatened — this is the object which 
must be accomplished — little does it matter whether 
this or that expenditure ought to be supplied by the ge- 
neral or by the state government, let us not hesitate in 
making such as safety may require; when thisshaU 
have been secured, then our claims to a reimburse- 
ment will be listened to.^' 

On the same day, Roffignac, the chairman of the 
committee of defence, presented a plan, which was di- 
rected to be communicated to Claiborne, for the in- 
formation of Jackson. 
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Commotiow f^tterson having, on the sereniil of 
December, snggesled a plan ef ddfence against any at- 
tempt of die onemy to aseend the Mississippi, the 
l^islature, after having ordered it to be laid before 
Jackson, directed the committee of defence to ascei^ 
tain what number of men, and the quantity of ordnance 
and other arms, die commanding officers of die land 
and naval forces vrould require, diat it might be known 
what was to be supplied by the state. 

Qn the thirteenth, the sum of seventeen thousand 
dollars, the r^naining part of twenty thousand, which 
Claiborne had borrowed during the recess of the legis- 
lature, for the defence of the country, on account of 
the state, was directed to be applied, under the orders 
of Jai^cson, in procuring materials and workmen 
for Ae completion of such batteries and other fortifi- 
cations as he had directed, and a further sum of eleven 
diousand dollars was appropriated to the same object 

Claiborne was at the same time requested to re«* 
commend it to the planters of the paristH>f Orleans and 
the neighbouring ones, to place immediately as many of 
dieir working hands as they could'spare at the disposal 
of Jackson^ to be employed on these fordficadons — a 
requitttion which was complied with so generally, that 
more bands wcire sent than could be emplc^ed 

At the suggesti(m of Patterson and Jackson, Clai^ 
borne proposed to the legislature, on the following day^ 
the suspension of the writ of habeas carpus^ in order 
to enable the commodore immediately to press hands 
fiMT the service of the United States, and the general, 
in ease the enemy landed, to apprehend anc^secure 
disafiect^ persons. 

Great doubts were entertained by the legtslfUure, 
whether any person arrested by the commanding offi- 
cers of die land and naval forces of the United States, 
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could be relieved on writs of habeas corpus issued by 
a state court or judge, and they knew, from the 
firmness and inflexibility which Hall, the district 
judge of the United States, had manifested in 1806, 
that he would not consider himself relieved from the 
obligation of affording relief to the meanest individual, 
in whose favor a writ of habeas corpits wsls applied 
for, till congress itself decreed a suspension of it. 
Wilkinson had disregarded the writs of territorial 
judges^ but had not dared to disobey those of Hall, 
who he knew would not suffer it to be done with im- 
punity. 

Coming from every part of the state, the representa- 
tives had witnessed the universal alacrity with which 
Jackson's requisitions for a quota of the militia of the 
state had been complied with; they knew their con- 
stituents could be depended on; they knew that 
Jackson, Claiborne, and many of the military, were 
incessantly talking of sedition, disaffection and trea- 
son; but better acquainted with the people of Louisi- 
ana, than those who were vociferating against it, they 
were consci9tts, that no state was more free from se- 
dition, disa^ction and treason, than their own; they 
thought the state should not outlaw her citizens, 
when they were rushing to repel the enemy. They 
dreaded the return of those days, when Wilkinson 
filled New-Orleans with terror and dismay, arresting 
and transporting whom he pleased. They recollect- 
ed that in 1806 Jefferson had made application to 
congress for a suspension of the writ of habeas cor- 
puSf but that the recommendation of the president 
was not deemed sufficient to induce the legislature of 
the union to suspend it: that of Claiborne, as 
far as it concerned Jackson, was not therefore acteid 
on* The members had determined not to adjourn 
VOL. II. 44 
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during the rarasion^ and thoaglit they would smpend 
the writ, when they deemed the times required it, but 
not tfll then. 

Louaillier, in hitr report, as chairman of tbe com- 
mittee to whom was referred the consideration of sus- 
pending tlie writ, in order to enable Patterson to im- 
press seamen, considered the measure as inexpedient. 
The committee thought the country would be ill de- 
fended by men forced into her service— that it was 
better to induce sailors, by the offer of ample boun- 
ties, to repair ou board dT the ships of the United 
States, than forcibly to drag them on boaerd. 'A sum 
of six thousand dollars was therefore placed at the 
disposal of the commodore, to be expended in boun- 
ties; and to remove the opportunity of seamen beii^ 
tempted to decline entering the service of the tTnited 
States, by the hope of employment on board of mer- 
chant vessels, an embargo law was passed. 

On the requisition of Jackson, Claiborne issued a 
proclamation for calling out the militia of the state en 
masBe into Che sendee of the United States. His call 
was obeyed every where' with promptness and alac- 
rity: they were ordered to hold tliemselves in readi- 
ness to march at a moment's warning. 

On tbe sixteenth of December, Cldibome s^t a 
message to the legislature, stating that the time was 
certainly inauspicious for that cool and mature delibe- 
ration necessary to ttie formation of good laws — tfiat 
the enemy menaced the capital, and how soon be 
would effect his landing was uncertain— every hand 
should be raised to repel him, and every momei^t oc- 
cupied in arranging and completing means of defeace: 
fee therefore «u^ested the expediency of the houses 
adjourning for twenty or twenty-five days. 

The house of representatives concurred with the 
report of their committee, who considered an adjourn- 
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menu at the present crisis as iDexpedieot They 
thought that it mi^ht be highly dangerous: accidents 
might happen^ unforeseen cases might occur^ in which 
the interference of the legialatuie might be necessary. 
Should this happen after the adjournment^ and the 
state be thereby endangered^ the members should in- 
cur the just reproaches of their constituents. Should 
the houses adjourn for the proposed period^ few mem- 
bers would have time to leave the city^ and if the^ 
did^ their mileages would exceed their expenses^ u 
they continued their sitting. The committee there- 
fore teoommended^ that the members stay at their 
post^ ready, on any emergency, to contribute, as far 
as in them lay, to the defence of the country. 

The suspension of ihe writ of habeas corpus^ and 
adjournment of the houses, were measures which 
Jitclcson anxiously desired. There was a great in- 
clination in the members of both houses to gratify 
him, in every instance in which they could do it with 
safety: in these two only, they were of opinion it 
would be unsafe to adopt his views. 

He now issued a general order, putting the city of 
New-Orleans and its environs under strict martial 
law, and directed that 

1. livery individual entering the city, should re- 
port himself to the adjutant-generaPs office, and on 
failure be arrested and held for examination. 

2. None should be permitted to leave the city or 
bayou St. John, without a passport from the general 
or some of his staff* 

3. No vessel, boat or craft, should leave the city 
or bayou St. John, without such a passport, or that 
(^ the commodore. 

4. The lamps of the city to be extinguislied at aiuc 
o'clock, after which, every person found in the streets 
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or out of his usual place of residence^ without a pass 
or the countersign^ to be apprehended as a spy and 
held for examination. 

The proclamation of martial law was understood 
in Louisiana, as it is believed to be in the other states, 
a solemn warning that the martial law of the United 
States would be strictly enforced. Martial law was 
known to be that system of legitimate rules by which 
the martial affairs of the nation are regulated. It 
was not imagined that the President of the United 
States himself, as commander in chief of the forces of 
the union, could add aught to or change these legiti- 
mate rules; that he could make martial law, any 
more than fiscal, commercial or criminal law. 

The collection of the rules by which the conduct 
of the citizens of a nation in time of peace towards 
all belligerent nations is regulated, are called the 
laws of neutrality. 

When Washington found that the sympathies of 
his fellow-citizens with the French nation, might 
tempt some of them to violate the laws of neutrality, 
to the injury of the British nation, with which his Was 
at peace, he issued a proclamation, reminding them of 
their obligations and warning them of the conse- 
quences those should expose themselves to, who would 
violate the laws of neutrality. This was not an use- 
less ceremony. It no doubt had the effect of pre* 
venting breaches of those laws. In 1806, when a 
spirit of enterprise seemed likely to delude some of 
the citizens of the United States into measures that 
might involve this country in a war with Spain, Jef- 
ferson, actuated by the same motives of Washington, 
issued a proclamation of the laws of neutrality. It 
was not considered that a proclamation of martial 
law could add any thing to that law, any more than 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1814] THE Si}?rEENTH. 349 

tlie proclftmation of the laws of neutrality by Wash- 
ington and Jefferson add to these laws. To enact 
and to proclaim or impose a law, were thought dis- 
tinct acts, the first the province of the legislature, the 
other the exclusive right of the executive power. 

That necessity justifies whatever it commands, 
was admitted as a principle to which every law must 
bend. That whatever measure became necessary to 
tiie defence of the country, might be legitimately en- 
forced, was admitted, and we have seen that the at- 
torney-general had given out as his opinion to Clai- 
borne, that the governor of a place, in time of war, 
might senjd out of the country a person attempting 
any thing which might afford aid to the enemy. 
This principle was known to result from martial law, 
which justifies whatever circumstances require for 
the defence of the country or to annoy the foe. It 
was known to be independent of the proclamation of 
martial law, which was thought to add nothing to the 
authority of tlitroffi«4»j?iFl«»-^«^adfiit:^^ render any 
thing whatever lawful or unlawfuI7tinnr-rr-....Qa,^P_ 

wise before. . , , ^i i 

Such were the ideas entertained by the general 
government of martial law. ^*ln tlie United States,'^ 
said the secretary of war (Dallas) in a communication 
to Jackson, of the first of July, 1815, '^there exists 
no authority to declare or impose martial law, beyond 
the positive sanction of the act of congress. To main- 
tain the discipline and ensure the safety of his camp, 
an American commander possesses indeed highly im- 
portant powers: but all these are compatible with 
the righte of the citizen, and the independence of the 
judicial authority.'' , , , .' 

A number of individuals who had heretofore join- 
ed, or been concerned with the privateers lately re- 
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MHrting to BAMtMna, wtee detonedfraa eatemg into 
tlie service of tbe United States, by the appr^ensicHi 
of prosecuUoBS. Witk the view of qaietuig their 
fiMurs, the legislatttrOi on the seventeenUi, entered into 
resolutions reqoestiou^ Jackson to e^de^yoor to pro- 
cure an amnesty, in utvoar of such of then as should 
enlist themselves to serve during the war, and ear* 
nestly recommended it to the President of the Oiuted 
States, to grant them a full pardon. The governw 
WM at the same time desired to endeavour to ]^v«il 
on the attorney of the United States, with the leave 
of the court, to enter nolle proaequis en all prosecu- 
tions against such persons then under confinement, on 
the above condition. This measure was adopted, 
because it was represented to the houses that Jackson 
was anxious fw it. A number ^ members had strong 
objections to it, deeming it imfHroper to sccept the 
services of p^sons of this descnption. Claiborne 
having issued a proclamation, to make the intcmtion . 
of the legislature in thia reapeot know«, a cunsid^ra* 
ble nu»b^* -' *"^® people came in, and were en- 
rolled. 

The crisis obliging every one to take up arms, to 
quit their homes and abandon iheir private i^au*s, in 
a manner that exposed many to great inconvenience, 
the Ic^slatore passed an act forbidding the protest of 
any bill or note till the expiration of four months, and 
fwbade during the same period the institution rf any 
suit. 

On the nineteenth general Carrol, with a brigade 
of the militia of the state of Tennessee, consisting of 
twenty-five hundred men* arrived, and on the f<dlow* 
ing day he was joined by general Coffee and twelve 
hundred riflemen from the same state. 

The legislature, on the motion of Louaillier, ap- 
pointed a committee, at whose disposal they placed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1814] THK SDCTEENTH. SSI 

a sum tif tira thousand dollars^ for the relief of the 
militia of the i^ate^ seafaiiiig men and persons of co- 
lour^ in the service of the United States. The com^ 
mittee were in8trud;ed to invite their fellow^citizens 
to make donations of woollen clothes^ blanlcets, and 
^uch oth^ articles as, in case of an attack, might be 
useful to the side. 

At this period the forces at New-Orleans amounted 
io between six and seven thousand men. Every in- 
-dividual exempted from militia duty, on account of 
age, had joined one of the companies of veterans, 
which had been formed for the preservation of order. 
Every class of society was animated with tiie most 
ardent zeal: the young, the old, women, children, all 
breathed defiance to the enemy, firmly disposed to 
oppose to the utmost the threatened invasion. There 
•were in the city a very great number of French sub- 
jects, who from their national character could not 
have been compelled to perform military duty: ifaese 
men, however, wiib hardly any exception, volunteer- 
ed their services. The chevalier de Tousac, the ofm- 
sul of France, who had distinguished himself and 
had lost an arm in the service of the United Btates, 
duriag the revolutionary war, lamenting that the neu- 
trality of bis nation did not allow bim to lead his 
countrymen in New-Orleans to the fields encouraged 
them to flock to Jackson's standard. The people 
were preparing for battle as dieerfully as ^ for 4i 
party of pleasure: the streets resounded with martial 
airs: the several corps of*militia were constantly ex- 
ercising, from morning to-night: every bosom glowed 
vnth the feelings of national honor: every thing shew- 
ed nothing was to be apprehended from disaffectiQii, 
disloyalty or treason. 

On the twenty-first, major Villere, by order of ma- 
|or-general Villere, his father, sent a detachment of 
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the third reginieiit of the militia^ coi^i^ng of dght 
men and a sergeant^ atiended by two mulattoes and a 
negro^ to a village of Spanish fishermen^ on the left 
bank of bayon BienveoA^ at the distance of a mile and 
a half from its month on lake Borgne. The village^ 
in which from thirty to forty fishermen dwelt^ was 
found deserted by them^ with the exception of a sick 
man. The sergeant sent out a few of his men in a 
boat, to ascertain wh^her there was any of the e^ 
my^s shipping near; on the next day^ at day-break, 
another party was sent out for the same purpose^ and 
other parties were frequently out during the day, 
without discovering any vessel or craft approaching. 
Towards evening, three men arrived from Chef Men- " 
tenr, having traversed the lake without seeing any 
enemy. 

A Utile after midnight, the sentinel below the vil- 
lage gave the alarm: by the last gleams of the setting 
moon, five barges full of men, with some artillery, 
were discovered ascending the bayou. The sergeant 
judging, from the smallness of his party^ it would be 
imprudent to fire, ordered them to conceal themselves 
behind one of the cabins. They were, however, dis- 
covered and taken, except a man, who attempting to 
escape through the prairies, lost his way, and reached 
Chef Menteur, after a ramble of three, days. 

The first division of the British army, composed of 
about three thousand men, under general Kean, pro- 
ceeded up the bayou and the canal of Yillere's planta- 
tion: they surrounded the house, in which was a com- 
pany of militia, whom they made prisoners, and sur- 
prised major Villere, who, notwithstanding several 
pistols fired at him, effected his escape, and running 
to some distance below, crossed the river and reached 
the city. 
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Jackson received the first iatelligence of the ene* 
my's landing at two o'clock, and in half an hour a 
detachment of artillery^ with two field pieces, and «. 
body of marines, were sent in advance. Generals 
Carrol and Coffee, who were encamped with the 
force of Tennessee four miles above the city, sooft 
reached it, and at four o'clock the Tennessee rifle- 
men, Mississippi dragoons and Orleans riflemen tpok 
their stations two miles below the city. The battal- 
ion of men of colour^ the forty-fourth regiment, and a 
battalion of the city militia^ soon followed; and com- 
modore Patterson, on board of the United States' 
schooner Carolina, floated down towards the enemy* 

plaiborne, with two regiments of the state militia^ 
and a company of horse, took a position in the rear of 
the city, on the Gentilly road, to oppose any force 
that might come from Chef Menteur. 

A negro was apprehended on the levee, a few 
miles from the city, with a number of copies of a 
proclamation by Admiral Cochrane and general 
Keane, inviting the Louisianians to remain quiet in 
their houses, and assuring them, that their property 
would be protected, the invaders being at war with 
the Americans only. As thel army proceeded, seve- 
ral Copies of this proclamation were seen stuck up 
along the road. 

At seven o^clock, the Carolina came to anchor on 
the bank of Villere's batture, opposite to the centre 
of the enemy's encampment, within musket shot 
Such was their security, that taking this vessel for 
a common craft plying ou the river, a number of 
them came to the levee to examine her more closely. 
She now began so dreadful a fire, that one hundred 
of them were killed before the consternation which 
her salute created subsided. An unsuccessful atr 
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tempt was made to annoy her with a fire of musket- 
ry; Congreve rockets were resorted to with as little 
success, and in less than half an hoar, the schooner 
drove the enemy from his camp. 

At this moment colonel Piatt drove in one of the 
enemy's outposts irom the main road, opposite to 
Lacoste's plantation. 

In the meanwhile the seventh regiment advanced 
by heads of companies, to the distance of one hun- 
dred and fifty yards, where it formed in battalion 
before the enemy, with whom it instantly engaged, 
with a very brisk and close fire. The forty-fourth 
now came up, and forming on the left of the seventh*, 
commenced firing. Two pieces of artillery were 
put in battery on the road, and the marines drawn 
up on the right, on the bank of the river. The en- 
gagement now became general on both sides. The 
front of the British line greatly outflanking our line 
on the left, and the enemy seeing he could not make 
eur troops give way, caused some of his to file off 
on the old levee, by a gate three hundred yards from 
the river, with the intent to turn our right flank. The 
forty-fourth had already been obliged to oblique on 
^the left,inorder to avoid being flanked, when two bat- 
talions of the state militia and a few Indians advanc- 
ed. The enemy's column silently approached in the 
dark, to turn the troops of the line, fell suddenly 
almost within pistol shot of the extremity of one of 
the battalions of militia, and instantly commenced a 
brisk fire. One of these battalions, forming the 
centre, advanced in a close column and displayed 
under the enemy's fire, which was then kept up by 
his whole front Already had the enemy been 
forced to give way, and our troops continued to ad- 
vance, keeping up a brisk fire, when he began to 
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retreat, favoured by dcyrkness, now increiMsed by a 
fog and by the smoke, wbich a light breeze blew in 
the &ce8 of our men. 

In the mean time, Cofiee^s division had advanced, 
in order to fall on the enemy's rear, followed by a 
company of riflemen of the state militia: this com- 
pany, after having penetrated into the very camp of 
the enemy and made several prisoners, pushed for- 
ward to the right, following the movements of Cof- 
fee, but unfortunately part of them, through a mis- 
lake occasioned by the darkness, fell among a corps 
of one hundred and fifty British, who were moving 
on rapidly towards the camp, mistaking them for 
part of Coffee's division, and were made prisonera. 
Coffee soon took a position in front of the old levee, 
where he continued a destructive fire. 

At half past nine, the enemy fell back to his camp, 
where all the troops passed the night under arms 
and without fire. 

Jackson, finding that darkness rendered it use- 
less to continue the pursuit, led back his troops to 
their former position. 

At about half after eleven, a firing of musketry 
was heard in the direction of Jumonville's planta-, 
tion, that contiguous to and below Villare's. 

A detachment of three hundred and fifty men, of 
the stale drafted militia, had been stationed at the 
English Turn, under general Morgan. On the first 
intelligence of thci landing of the enemy, these men 
insisted on being instantly led to oppose him. Mor- 

fan,being without orders from Jackson, on this head 
eclined gratifying them. But when the fire from 
the Carolina, and the su)>sequent discharges of ar- 
tillery and musketry on shore, announced that the 
conflict was commenced, the entreaties of the offi- 
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cefB and men of this detachment became so pressing, 
that Morgan could no longer resist them. He had 
reached, at the bead of them, the spot at which the 
road that leads to Terre aux beufs leaves that which 
rans along the levee, during the hottest part of the 
action, and continued to advance, preceded by two 
pickets, the one on the high road, the other in the 
fields, near the woods. The former, as it approach- 
ed the bridge of Jumonville^s plantation, exchanged 
afire with some of the enemj^s troops, who instant- 
ly fell back behind the canal. Darkness preventing 
Morgan to ascertain the force of the enemy near him, 
or the relative situation of the two armies, he took 
a position in a neighboring field, to avoid an am- 
bush. In a council, to which he called all his offi- 
cers, it was deemed inexpedient to remain, and the 
detachment moved back a little before day-light 

The enemy, who had received a reinforcement 
during the action, had a force of very near five thou- 
sand men: that which opposed him, was not much 
above two thousand. His loss exceeded four hun- 
dred: Jackson had tweniy.four men killed, one hun- 
dred and fifteen wounded, and seventy-five made 
prisoners. 

During the night, whilst anxiety kept the mind of 
the inhabitants of New-Orleans, who had remained 
in the city, in painful suspense, on their impending 
fate, an unfortunate occurrence excited much alarm 
among them. A report was spread that Jackson, 
before his departure, had taken measures and given 
positire orders for blowing up the magazine and 
setting fire to various parts oi the city, in case the 
British succeeded in forcing his ranks. His con- 
duct, in this respect, was considered by some, as 
an evidence of his deeming his defeat a probable 



Digitized by VjOQQIC 



1614] THE SIXTEK*TH. ?» 

event The old iobabitantS) who had gte&t confi- 
dence in the natural obstacles, which tne situation 
of the capital presents to an invading foe, and which 
they thought insurmountable, if proper attention 
was bestowed, concluded that it had been neglect-*, 
ed: they lamented that the protection of the city 
bad been confided to an utter stranger to the topo« 
graphy of its environs, and while frequent explo^ 
sions of musketry and artillery reminded them that 
their sons were racing warlike soldiers, they grieved 
that the commander was an officer, who, in the 
beginning of the year had hardly ever met any but 
an Indian enemy, and whose inexperience appeared 
demonstrated by the rash step attributed to him. 
The truth or falsity of the report was sought to be 
ascertained, by an application to the officer left in 
command at the city, who declined to admit or de- 
ny that the steps had been taken, or the order given. 
A circumstance tended to present the conflagra- 
tion of New-Orleans as a more distressing event 
than that of Moscow. The burning of the houses 
of several planters, above the city, in 1811, was re- 
membered, and apprehension had been entertained, 
that British emissaries would be ready, a short time 
before the main attack, to induce the slaves towards 
Baton Rouge or Donaldsonville, to begin the con- 
flagration of their owners^ houses, and march to- 
wards the city, spreading terror, dismay, fire and 
slaughter; and a dread prevailed, that Jackson's 
firing of the city would be taken by them for 
the signal at which they were to begin the havock — 
even in case the apprehensions from British emissa- 
ries were groundless. The idea of thus finding 
themselves, with their wives, children and old men, 
driven by the flames of their bouses towards a black 
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enemy) bringioK down devastation, harrowed up 
the minds of tbe inhabitants. 

Persons, however, who hourly came op from tbe 
field of battle, brought from time to time, such in- 
formation as gradually dispelled these alarms, and 
in the morning a sense of present safety inspired 
quite different sensations, and tbe accounts which 
were received of Jac^on's cold, intrepid and sol- 
dierlike behaviour, excited universal c<Hifidence. 



Wilkini(m.—EiUon.^Lai9m'.'^Ar€hive$.—GuMUt. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Jackson establishes a line af defence. — Morgan 
crosses the river with his detachment — Destruc- 
tion of the Carolina. — Action of the 28th of De- 
cember. — The legislature prevented from sitting. 
— Affair of New Yearns day. — Both armies rein- 
forced. — battle of the Eighth of January. -^Bri- 
tish operations on the right hank of the Missis- 
sippi. — Suspension of hostilities. — Armistice. — 
Bombardment of Fort St Phillip. — Retreat of 
the British army. 

At fbur O'clock^ on the morning of the twenty- 
fourth, Jackson ordered his small army to encamp 
on the left hank of Rodriguezes canal, about two 
miles below the field of battle, leaving the Missis- 
sippi mounted riflemen and Feliciana dragoons near 
it, to watch the motions of the enemy. The canal 
was deepened and widened, and a strong wall form- 
ed in front of it, with the earth which had been ori- 
ginally thrown out. The levee was broken, about 
one hundred yards, below, and a broad stream of 
water passed rapidly over the plain, to the 
depth of about thirty inches, which prevented the 
approach of troops on foot. 

Embrasures were formed in the wall, and two 
pieces of artillery placed so as to rake the road 
whith runs along the levee. 
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Morgan was now directed to send a strong de- 
tachment from the English Turn, who advanced as 
near as they could towards the enemy's campt and 
destroyed the levee, so as to let in the water of the 
Mississippi, whereby the British army was completely 
insulated, and its march above and below obstructed. 

On the twenty-sixth, Jackson, fearing for the situa- 
tion of Morgan, who, as the British occupied the in- 
termediate space, was entirely detached from his 
camp, ordered him to abandon his position, carry off 
such of the cannon as he conveniently could, and 
throw the remainder into the river, from whence they 
might be recovered when the water subsided ; to cross 
the stream, and take and fortify a position opposite to 
the American lines. 

The height of the Mississippi and the discharge 
of water through tlie openings made in the levee, 
had given an increased depth to the canal dirongh 
which the enemy had come: this enabled them to 
advance their boats much nearer to their encamp- 
ment, and to bring up a new supply of artillery, 
bombs and ammunition. 

Early on the twenty-seventh, a battery was disco- 
vered on the bank of the Mississippi, which had been 
erected during the previous night, from which a fire 
was now opened on the Carolina, which was lying 
near the opposite shore. The repeated discharges of 
bombs and red hot shot from this battery were spirit- 
edly answered, but without effect, there being on 
board but one long twelve pounder that could reach. 
A red hot shot was lodged under her cables, from 
which it could not be removed, and soon set her in 
a blaze. Another discharge extended the ravages of 
the devouring element, and flames began to burst 
from numberless places. Orders were now given to 
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abandon her: one of the crew was killed and six 
wounded ; the rest reached the shore in safety, and 
soon after the fire reached the magazine and the 
vessel was blown up. 

The battery^s fire was now directed agai^t the 
sloop of war Louisiana, which lay at some tiistance 
higher up, the preservation of which was the more 
important, as she was the only public vessel remain- 
ing on the river. She was accordingly towed up, out 
of the reach of the enemy's guns. 

In the afternoon the British moved forward, and 
oUiged Jackson's advanced guard to fall back, and 
during the night they began to erect several batteries 
on the river. 

By break of day, the enemy displayed in several 
columns, and drove in die advanced guards. He now 
advanced, preceded by several pieces of artillery, part 
of which played on the Louisiana, and the rest on 
Jackson's line. 

The Louisiana now opened a tremendous and well 
directed fire on the assailants, which was at first bri^« 
ly answered, but her guns and those of the line soon 
silenced the enemy's, broke his columns and forced 
him to disperse and fall back into the fields, ^hcre he 
took a position, beyond the reach of the Louisiana and 
Jackson's artillery. His loss was estimated at from 
two to three hundred men: seven were killed and ten 
wounded on the American line, and one man slightly 
wounded, by the burning of a shell on board of the 
Louisiana. 

The legislature had ceased to sit, on the first intel- 
Hgence oithe arrival of part of the British army on Vil- 
lere's plantation* Several of the members hdd com- 
missions in the militia, and had joined their respective 
corp^: the younger had volunteered their services, and 
VOL. II. 46 
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itie aged joioed the several companies of veterans, 
which had been or^nised for the maintenance of or- 
der in the city and its suburbs. Several were attend- 
ing a military committee, and others, appointed by 
the le^slature, to superintend the supply of the wants 
of indigent families, whose heads were on the line^ and 
to provide succour for those who daily reached the 
city to assist in its defence. The apprehension from 
the black population, which had been excited by the 
rumour of Jackson's intention to fire the ciQ^, had in- 
duced a few respectable individuals from the country, 
who possessed influence in their respective parishes, 
and whose age and habits disqualified them from act- 
ive military service, to visit those neighborhoods^ in 
order to contribute, by their pres^ice, to the general 
maintenance of order. The city council were active 
in providing means for the support of the needy, and 
Girod, the mayor, was incessantly engaged in collect- 
ing arms and in driving stragglers to the field. Never 
was an army more abundantly supplied with provi- 
sions — ^the calls of Jackson for negroes to work on 
his line, for tools and munition, were instantly at- 
tended to. 

Every day, towards noon, three or four of the mem- 
bers of each house, who served among the veterans or 
on the committees^ attended in their respective halls to 
effect an adjournment, in order that, if any circum- 
stance rendered the aid of the legislature necessary, it 
might be instantly afforded. On going for this pur- 
pose to the government house, Skip with, the speaker 
of the senate, and two of its members, found a sentinel 
on the staircase, who, presenting his bayonet, forbade 
t^em to enter the senate chamber. They, quietly re- 
tired and proceeded to the hall of the sessions of the 
city council, where an adjournment took j^lace. The 
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members of the other house, who attended for the 
same purpose, were likewise prevented from entering 
its hall, and acted like those of the senate. 

An unsuccessful attempt, notwithstanding great ex- 
ertions were used, was made on the thirtieth to obtain 
a quorum, and the next day it failed in both houses. 
The crisis had so scattered the members, that those 
who assembled found themselves obliged to send the 
sergeant at arms and other messengers to require the 
attendance of the absent members. With great diffi- 
culty, a quorum was obtained in each house, late in 
the evening, and a joint committee was appointed, to 
wait on Jackson and enquire into the reasons that had 
occasioned the violent measures, resorted to against 
the legislature. 

This committee, having performed this service, re- 
ceived from the general a written statement, in the 
following words: 

Camp at M'Carty's, 4 miles below New-Orleansi 
Head-Quarters^ Decemh^ 31, 1814. 

The Major-General commanding has the honor to 
acknowledge the receiptof the joint resolution of both 
houses of the hon. the legislature of the state of Louisi- 
ana, now in session, dated the 30th inst and commu- 
nicated to him by a joint committee of both houses, to 
which the general gives the following answer: 

That just afler the engagement between the British 
and American armies had commenced on the 28th 
inst when the enemy was advancing, and it was eve- 
ry instant expected they would storm our lines; as the 
general was riding rapidly from right to left of his 
line — ^he was accosted by Mr. Duncan, one of his vo- 
lunteer aids, who had just returned from New-Orleans ; 
observing him to be apparently agitated, the general 
stopped, Mpposing him the bearer of some informa- 
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tion of the enemy^s movements, asked wfaal was the 
matter. He replied, that he was the bearer of a mes* 
sage from governor Claiborne, that the assemUy were 
alK>ut to give up the country to the enemy. Bdoig 
adced if he had any letter from the governor, he an- 
swered in the negative. He was dien interrogated as 
to the person from whom he received the intelUgence; 
he said it was from a militia colonel; the genial est- 
quired where this colonel was, that be ought to be ap- 
prehended, and if the information was not true, be 
ought to be shot, but that the general did not believe 
it. To this Mr. Duncan replied, that the colonel had 
returned to New-Orleans, and had requested him, Mr. 
Duncan, to deliver the above message. 

The general was in the act of pushing forward along 
the line, when Mr. Duncan called after him and said, 
^the governor expects orders what to do.'' The gene- 
ral replied, that he did not believe the intelligence; 
but to desire the governor to make strict ^iquiry into 
the subject ; and if true, to blow them up. The gene- 
ral pursued his way, and Mr. Duncan returned to the 
city. After the action, Mr. Duncan returned, and on 
the generaPs stating to him the impropriety of deliver- 
ing such a message publicly in the presence of the 
troops, as well as the improbability of the &ct, he ex- 
cused himself by the great importance of the intdili- 
gence, and then, for the first time, the general heard 
the name of colonel Declouet, as Mr. Duncan's 
author. 

The above statement, the general gives as a substan- 
tial one, of the matter referred to in the resolutions of 
the senate and house of representatives ;l ^nd to this he 
adds, that he gave no order to the governor to inter- 
fere with the legislature, except as al^ve stated. 
ANDREW JACKSpN, 
Maj^ Gen. Comm'dg. 
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This statement clearly shows, that Jacksoii did nol 
believe, that the general assembly had the least thought 
of ofieriog terms to the enemy — and that the yiolence 
exercised against them, was the effect of a real or pre- 
tended misunderstanding of what he had said. 

Duncan, on his examination, before a committee of 
the houses, stated, that soon after the beginning of the 
attack, he met Col. Declouet, who was hastening from 
the city, apparently in great perturbation, who re- 
quested him to inform the general of the existence of 
a plot, among several members of the legislature, to 
surrender the country to the enemy, and that he had 
heard, that Jackson was carrying on a Russian war, 
and it was better to capitulate and save the city; that 
he had been invited to join in the plot. Duncan added, 
that Declouet did not say he was sent by Claiborne, 
and that, as far as he recollected, Jackson's order was 
to tell Claiborne to enquire into the matter, and in 
case they (the legislature) made any such attempt, to 
blow them up; and afterwards, be (Duncan) meeting 
one of Claiborne's aids, directed him to inform the 
governor, the general wished him te prevent the legis- 
lature from assembling. 

Declouet stated, that on the night between the 
twentynseventh and twenty-eighth, he slept at his bro-* 
ther's, below the city, and noticed the consternation of 
severe! of the inhabitants, and conversed with several 
members of the legislature, who apprehended direful 
consequences from the war. Hence, he feared a pro- 
position would be made by the Ic^slature to capitu- 
liHe, which would occasion a disastrous division in the 
country. In the morning, he set off with the view of 
communicating his apprehensions to Jackson, but as 
he did not reach the line till after the beginning of the 
attack, he requested Duncan to make his communica- 
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tion to the general He added, no member of the le- 
gifilaturehad manif^tedto him an intention of doing 
any thing positive. The step he took, was grounded 
on the apprehensions he entertained — apprehensions 
which he never would have had, if he had been ac- 
quainted with the good intentions and beneficent views 
of the legislature. 

Jackson^s biographers have seized on this event, a 
most erroneous account of which they have given, to 
blazon his character, to the injury of the state of 
Louisiana. 

Ekiton, who cannot be supposed to have wanted the 
best means of information, assures his readers, that 
Jackson was apprehensive of a design in the general 
assembly to propose a capitulation to the enemy, and 
intended to have had them confined in the government 
housa By placing the statement of Jackson side by 
side with Eaton^s, the reader will be conscious of the 
gross error under which Eaton must have laboured. 

^'Jackson's object," says Eaton, "was not to restrain 
the legislature in the discharge of their ofl[icial duties; 
for, although he thought, hat such a moment, when 
the sound of the cannon was constantly pealing in their 
ears, was inauspicious to wholesome legislation, and 
that it would have better comported with the state of 
the times for them to abandon their civil duties and 
appear in the field, yet it was a matter indelicate to be 
proposed ; and it ^vas hence preferred, that they should 
adopt whatever course might be suggested by their 
own notions of propriety. This sentiment would have 
been still adhered to; but when, through the commch 
ntcation of Mr. Duncan, they were represented as en- 
tertaining opinions and schemes, adverse to the gene- 
ral interest and safety of the country, the necessity of 
a new and different course of conduct was at once 
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obvious. But he did not order governor Claiborne to 
interfere with, or prevent them from proceeding with 
their duties; on the contrary, he was instructed, so 
soon as any thing hostile to the general cause should 
be ascertained, to place a guard at the door, and keep 
the members to their post and to their duty. My ob- 
ject in this, remarked the general, was, that then they 
would be able to proceed with their business without 
producing the slightest injury : whatever schemes they 
might entertain would have remained with themselves, 
without the power of circulating them to the prejudice 
of any other interest than their own. I had intended 
to have had them well treated and kindly dealt by; 
and thus abstracted from every thing passing without 
doors, a better opportunity would have been afforded 
them to enact good and wholesome laws; but gover* 
nor Claiborne mistook my order, and instead of shut- 
ting them in doors, contrary to my wishes and ex- 
pectation, turned them out.^' 

The other writers, who have preserved details of 
the events of these days, have all fallen into great mis- 
takes, and Jackson himself appears to have been egre- 
giously deceived. One of his letters to the post mas- 
ter general, of the 22d of March, 1824, which found 
its way into the public prints, contains the following 
paragraph: 

''When I left the city, and marched against the ene- 
my on the night of the 23d of December, 1814, 1 was 
obliged to leave one of my aids in command, having 
no other confidential officer that could be spared from 
command. A few days after, Mr. Skipwith, in per- 
son, applied to my aid to be informed what would be 
my conduct, if driven from my lines of defence and 
compelled to retreat through New-Orleans — whether 
I would leave the supplies for the enemy or destroy 
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them? As reported by my aid to me, he wanted tbis 
Niforiiiaiioii for the assembly, that ib case my intention 
was to destroy them, they n^ffht make terms with the 
enemy. Obtaining no satis&etion from my aid, a 
commiicee of Uiree waited on me for satisfiiction on 
this subject To them I replied, ^If I thought die 
hair of my bead knew my thoughts, I wonld cat it c^ 
or bom it'' — to return to their honorable body, and 
to say to them from me, Uia i if I was to be so unfortu* 
nato as to be driyen fit>m the lines I then occupied, 
and compelled to retreat through New-Orleans, they 
would have a warm session of it'' 

These charges were noticed by Skipwitfi, in a let- 
ter to Jackson of the thirteenth of May, 1837, which 
appeared in the Richmond Enquire, in the following 
manner: 

^It was on one of the nights, about die time alluded 
to by Maj. Butler, that, returning from patrol duty from 
the grand round of the city, in passing and seeing 
lights in die house of Mrs. F ^, an old and much re- 
spected acquaintance of mine, and a great admirer of 
y(Nirs, I called in to pay her my respects, and found 

with her another very interesting lady, Mrs. E ^ 

who in the course of her conversation mentioned a 
report, as circulated in the city, and I think she said, 
by some Kentuckians just from your lines <^ defence, 
that, if forced, you would destroy, rather than see, ibe 
city foil into the hands of the enemy. A day or 
two after, at the request of the military council of the 
city guards, of which I was a member, I waited on 
Maj. Butler concerning a citizen under arrest, and nit 
direcdy, nor indirectly, charged with any thing con* 
cerning that report; and being asked by him, ^^If there 
was any thing new in the city," I remember replying, 
that such was the report "among womea" Conscious, 
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general, of having through life treated the names and 
characters of married ladies with the most scrupulous 
caution and respect, I cannot believe that I mentioned 
the names of the two ladies, between whom I heard 
the report: and never having, at anytime attached 
to it, myself, either belief or importance, I could not 
have made it a subject of serious communication, to 
the senate, to the military council, or to any member, 
individually, of them. I am willing, therefore, to rest 
the truth of my assertions, in repelling this most slan- 
derous and bolstered charge of yours, and conse- 
quently its utter falsehood, as far as it criminates my 
conduct and views, on the testimony not only of the 
remaining individuals, who composed the senate and 
the military council ; but on the testimony of any two, 
or three, remaining individuals in society, who were 
eye witnesses of my conduct at the invasion of New- 
Orleans, and whose oaths would be respected, by a 
well composed jury of their vicinity; 

I may well, then, sir, pronounce this last charge of 
yours to be false, utterly false! as applying to me indi- 
vidually, or to the senate over which I presided, or to 
the military council of which I was a member, or, 
that the most distant hint, or wish, was ever expressed 
in any of their dehberaiions, or in private, by any one 
of their members, with my knowledge or within my 
hearing. Ho make terms with the enemy.'^ And more 
&lse, if possibte, is it still, that Hhe legislature should, 
with my consent or connivance, depute a committee 
to wait on you on that subject,'' or on any other, during 
the invasion, in which I had any agency, that was not 
founded, in my humble estimation a^; least, on princi- 
ples of patriotism and honor. I may, therefore, hope 
to find mdulgence in every honest breast, for having 
expressed, in some degree, the profound contempt, 
VOL. 11. 47 
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whidi this charge so justly merits, and which it is im- 
possible for me with life, to cease to feeL^' 

Thibodaux, then a member d the senate, who af- 
terwards exercised, as president of that body, the 
Junctions of chief magistrate of the state, on the resig- 
nation of governor Robertson, expressed his indigna- 
tion on the subject, in a letter to Skipwith, on the lOtb 
of September, 1837. 

^^Tho notoriousy'^ said he, ^^uogenerous and unme- 
rited accusation, which has been cast upon the whde 
legislature of Louisiana, and particularly upon die 
senate, by Gea Jackson, in his published letter to the 
post-master general, in order to defeat your preten- 
sions, as a candidate in opposition with his favorite 
Mr. Crogan, is, in my humble opinion, such' as ought 
to be taken up and repelled with the indignation it 
really deserves. This charge was not laid upon you 
atone, but it embraces the whole senate. Could you 
not, sir, as being dien the president of that honorable 
body, could you not, with propriety, call upon the 
members who were sitting with you, and prevail upon 
them to join in clearing, through the same medium 
that was made use o^ those shameful stains with 
which that body has b^n stigmatised? And would 
it not be but fiiir, if this infamous calumny was recoil- 
ed towards its source and against its very author! A 
supine silence appears to operate on the part of the 
inembers of die general assembly, as a conviction of 
the truth of the accusation; and this opinion, as you 
may know yourself, is circulating in the public, by the 
exertions of the general's frienda 
. ^I b^ leave to be excused, for attempting to suggest 
the right course you have to follow; these are the 
dictates of a heart indignantly offended, at the msh at- 
^k of the general, and although it does not fall upon 
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me directly, (for you will recollect I was on active mi* 
litary service,) it rebounds upon me very heavily, and 
wounds me to the very heart's core." 

The journal of neither of the houses makes any 
mention of the motion for, nor of the appointment oi^ 
the committee of which Jackson speaks. The mem- 
bers of the house of representatives have universally 
expressed their indignation at the unfounded charge, 
and their astonishment at the egregious imposition, 
under which Jadcson must have been, when he 
made it. 

Major-General Villere, of the state militia, reached 
the camp on the twenty-ninth, with six hundred men of 
the militia of his division, and was directed by Jack- 
son to take the command of a second line, which was 
now formed between the first and the city. 

On new-year's day, a thick fog concealed the 
movements of the enemy^ till towa^s eight o'clock. 
He now opened a brisk fire from three batteries he 
had just completed The left, on the road, had two 
twelve pounders; the centre eight eighteen and twen- 
ty-four pouiulers, and some carronades; the right, 
close to the woods, mounted eight pieces of cannon 
and carronades of different caUbres. A flash of con- 
Kreve rockets accompanied the balls, and for a quarter 
of an hour the fii*e was kej^ up with unexampled ce* 
lerity, and answered in so bride, steady and well di- 
rected a maraier^ Aat it now slackened in a percepti*^ 
ble degree. The cannonade was, however, kept up 
on both mdes^ but vnih varied intervals, for an hour, 
during which seven of the enemy's guns were dis- 
mounted, and when the fire ceased^ the greater part of 
his artilleiy was unfit for service. At one o'clock, he 
atNAndoned his battery near the woodsy the centre one 
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and that near the road continaed to throw a few balls 
and rockets till three, when they were silenced. 

Soon after, Major-General Thomas, of the second 
division of state militia, arrived with five hundred 
men, who encamped behind the main line, on Dopre's 
plantation, and three days after, a detachment of the 
militia of the state of Kentucky, amounting to two 
thousand two hundred and fifty men, under Major- 
General Thomas and Brigadier-General Adair, ar- 
rived and encamped below the city, on Prevost's 
plantation. Afterwards, a part of this force, under 
General Adair, advanced and took a position, a little 
in the rear of Jackson's line. 

The deplorable condition of a great part of the mi- 
litia of the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, who 
were in want of warm clothing, and from the nature 
of the service, occasionally exposed in the open air, the 
winter being extremely severe, excited the sensibility 
ofthe legislature of Louisiana, and on the motion of 
Louailiier, an appropriation was made of six thousand 
dollars. This sum was placed in the hands of a com- 
mittee, of which the mover was an efiBcient member. 
An equal sum was added, by subscription in the city: 
the planters ofthe German Coast sent thirty-six hun- 
dred dollars, and those of Attakapas transmitted five 
hundred. By these means, with other aid, a sum of 
sixteen thousand dollars was obtained, as' an addition 
to that appropriated by the legislature, and the whole 
was expended in the purchase of blankets and wool- 
len cloths, which were distributed among the ladies of 
New-Orleans, to be made into wearing apparel; and 
within one week, twelve hundred blanket coats, two 
hundred and twenty-five waistcoats, eleven hundred 
and twenty- seven pairs of pantaloons, and eight hun- 
dred shirts, were completed and distributed. Spe^- 
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cific donatioDS of several boxes of hats and shoes, and 
a considerable number of matrasses, were made by 
merchants and shop-keepers. 

A number of debtors, who had taken the benefit of 
the acts establishing die prison bounds, were anxious 
to join in the defence of the city, but were apprehen- 
sive of exposing their sureties. On this being repre- 
sented to the legislature, an act was passed, extending 
the prison bounds, until the first of May following, so 
as to include Jackson's line. 

From deserters, desultory accounts were received, 
of a considerable reinforcement having arrived, under 
the orders of lieutenant-general Packenham and ma- 
jor-general Liambert: it was reported; that the British 
army now consisted of fourteen thousand men. Jack- 
son had information, that for several days, the com- 
munication between the army and fleet had been unu- 
sually active, and that a general attack was preparing-^ 
that the enemy was deepening Villere's canal and ex- 
tending it, in order tp bring his boats to the Missis- 
sippi. 

Early on the morning of the eighth, signals, to pro- 
duce concert in the enemy's movements, were noticed. 
A rocket ascended on the left, near the swamp, and 
soon after, another on the right, near the river; and a 
few minutes after, the charge was began with such ra- 
pidity, that our soldiers, at the outposts, with difficulty 
fled in. 

The enemy's batteries, which had been demolished 
on new year's day, had been repaired during the 
night, and furnished with several pieces of heavy ar- 
tillery. These now opened, and showers of balls and 
bombs were poured on our line, and the air was light- 
ed with congreve rockets. The two divisions under 
generals Keane and Gibbs, were led by Packenham: 
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both pressed forward, the erne against the centre, the 
other against the redoubt on the leyee. A Aick fog, 
enabled them to approach witliin a short distance, be- 
fi>re they were discovered. They advanced, with a 
firm, quick and steady pace, in solid columns, with a 
front of sixty or seventy deep. On perceiving them, 
Jackson, who had been for some time waiting their 
appearance, gave a signal, on which our men, who 
were in readiness, gave three cheers, and instandy the 
whole line was lighted with the blaze of thdr fire. A 
burst of artillery and small arms, pouring with de- 
structive aim upon the Britidb, mowed their front and 
arrested their advanca In the musketry, there was 
not a moment of intermission, as one party discharged 
their pieces, another succeeded: alternately loading 
and firing, no pause could be perceived — ^it was one 
continued volley. Notwithstanding the severity of the 
fire, some British soldiers pressed forward, and suc- 
ceeded in gaining the ditch in front df die line. At 
this moment, Packenham fell, in front of his men, 
mortally wounded, and soon after, Gibbs and Keane 
were borne from the field, dangeroifisly wounded. — 
Lambert, who was advancing, at a small distance in 
the rear widi the reserve, met the columns precipitate- 
ly retreating and in great confusion. His efibrts to 
rally them were unavailing — ^tbey reached a ditch, at 
the distance of four hundred yards from our line, 
where, finding a momentary safety, they were rallied 
and halted. 

They shortly after returned to the charge; but 
Jackson's batteries had not ceased their fire — ^their 
constant discharge of grape and cannister, and volleys 
of musketry, cut down the enemy's columns as fiist as 
they could be formed ; they now abandoned the con- 
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test and the field in disorder, leaving it entirely cover* 
ed with the dead and the wounded. 

A strong detachment, which formed the left of 
Keane^s command, was sent, under Colonel Rennie, 
against our redoubt, on the right. This work was in 
an unfinished state. Rennie, urging forward with 
stern bravery, reached the ditch. His advance was 
greatly annoyed by Patterson's battery, on the right 
bank, and the cannon mounted on the redoubt ; but he 
passed the ditch, and leaping, sword in hand, on the 
wall, called on his men to follow him, when the fatal 
aim of a rifleman brought him down. Pressed by the 
impetuosity of superior numbers, who were mounting 
the wall and entering at the embrasures, the men in 
the redoubt had retired to the rear of the line, when 
the city riflemen, cool and self-possessed, openedon 
the assailants, and at every discharge brought the ob* 
ject to the ground. The followers of Rennie aban- 
doned the attempt, in which he had fallen: they re- 
tired, galled by such part of the guns in the line as 
could be brought upon them: they sought a shelter 
behind the levee, but the fire of Patterson's battery, on 
the right bank of the river, severely annoyed them on 
their retreat 

The efibrts of the enemy to carry Jackson's line of 
defence, were seconded by an attack, which was in^ 
tended to have been simultaneous, on the opposite 
bank. Col. Thornton, before day break, had crossed 
the Mississippi with eight hundred men : but he had 
hardly effected his landing, when the day broke, and 
he hastened forward against Morgan's entrench- 
ment 

Jackson had foreseen an attack on that side of the 
river,' and during the previous night, he had sent two 
hundred of the militia of the state to assist in opposing 
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It. This detachment had advanced a mile down the 
river, and Arnaud, who commanded it, supposing 
that the general was mistaken, or deeming that the 
spirits of his men would be resuscitated by repose, had 
directed them to lie down and sleep. Hearing the 
rattling noise made by the British, who were approach- 
ing, Arnaud aroused his sleeping companions, and be- 
fore they could be formed, the foe was so near, that 
they became confused, and moved off in the directicHi 
in which they had come. A body of Kentuckians, 
who had reached Morgan's camp, at five in the morn- 
ing had been sent on to support Arnaud : they had 
proceeded about three-fourths of a mile, when they 
met his men hastily retreating up the road« 

These two detachments ran along together, and 
formed behind a saw-mill race, skirted with a quan- 
tity of plank and scantling, which afforded them a to- 
lerable shelter. The enemy now appeared ; his ap- 
proach was resisted, and a warm and spirited opposi- 
tion made for awhile. A momentary check was given 
him. He retired, returned and again received a 
heavy fira One of Morgan's aids now arrived, and 
ordered a retreat Confusion ensued— order could 
not be restored, and the whole precipitately fled to 
Morgan's entrenchment, when they were instantly 
formed, and ordered to extend themselves in line to 
the swamp, to prevent the entrenchment being turned. 

Thornton halted, at the distance of about seven hun- 
dred yards, and soon after advanced to the attack, in 
two divisions, against the extreme right and centre of 
the line, now defended by about five hundred men. A 
well directed discharge of the artillery, which had 
been mounted on the works, caused his right division 
to oblique and unite with the left, and press forward 
to the point occupied by the Kentucky troops. These 
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men finding themselves thus exposed, and not hav* 
ing yet recovered from the disorder of their^ hasty 
retreat, now gave way, and soon after abandoned 
their position. The Louisiana militia gave a few 
fires and followed the example. The officers suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a momentary halt; but a burst 
of congreve rockets happening to set fire to afield 
of sugar cane and to other combustible materials, 
thfeir fears were again excited — they hastily moved 
away, and could not be rallied, till, at the distance 
of two miles they reached a small race and were 
formed and placed in an attitude of defence. 

The loss of the British in the; main attack, on the 
left bank, is supposed to have beeen between twen^- 
tyrfive hundred and three thousand killed — ^the 
number of wounded was much greater. The loss 
of the Americans in killed and wounded was but 
thirteen. 

General Lambert, on whom the command of the 
British army devolved on the fall of Packenham, 
Gibbs and Keane, how solicited permission to dend 
an unarmed detachment to bury the dead and bring 
offthevToundcd, lying near Jackson's line. This 
was ^Ilov^^d, and a suspension of hostilities agreed 
on for twenty-four hours. 

A considerable naval force of the enemy had 
been destined to cooperate in the late attack by as- 
cending the Mississippi. They succeeded |n pass- 
ing the Balize, and made prisoners of a small de- 
tachment that had beep stationed {there, but were 
unable to pass Fort St Philip at Plaquemines. 

The squadron, which consisted of two bomb 

vessels, a brig, schooner and sloop, approached 

the fort, on the ninth, at ten o'clock m the morning, 

within striking distance, and soon after commenced 

VOL. II, 48 
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to discharge an immense quantity of bombs and bails 
ag^nst the fort. A severe and well directed fire from 
its water battery compelled the shipping to retreat 
to the distance of two miles, where they could reach 
the fort with the shells from their largest mortars, while 
they stood beyond the reach of its artillery. The bom- 
bardment, with various intervals, was continued till the 
seventeenth, when a heavy mortar having been mount- 
ed and turned against them, they retreated on Ihe 
morning of the eighteenth. 

At midnight, between the eighteenth and nineteenth, 
the enemy precipitately abandoned his encampment on 
the left bank of the Mississippi, to return to his sVup- 
ping, leaving under medical attendance, eighteen wound- 
ed, including two officers, fourteen pieces of artittety, 
and a con^derable quantity of shot. Such was the 
situation of the ground they abandoned, and that through 
which they retreated, protected by swamps canals, re- 
doubts and intrencbments, that Jackson could not, 
without encountering a risk which policy neither re- 
quired or authorised, annoy him much on lus retreat. 
He took eight prisoners only. 

One of the medical men, left to take care of the 
wounded, handed to Jackson a letter from Lambert, 
imploring protection for the men thus remaining be- 
hind, and announcing that he had relinquished, ^^for the 
present, all further operations against New- Orleans." 

"Whether" says Jackson's communication to the 
Secretary of War, of the nineteenth, "it be the purpose 
of the enemy to abandon the expedition altogether, or 
to renew his eflforts at some! other point, I shall not 
pretend to decide with positivcness. In my own mind, 
there is but little doubt that his last exertions have been 
made in this quarter; at any rate for the present season: 
and by the next, if he shall choose to revisit us, I hope 
we shall be fully prepared for him. In this belief, I am 
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strengthened by the prodigious loss he sustained, on the 
position he has just quitted, and by the failure of his 
fleet to pass Fort St. Phillip. His loss since the de- 
barkation of his troops, as stated by all the prisoners and 
deserters, and as confirmed by many additional circum- 
stances, exceeds in thewhcde four thousand men." 

Jackson now determined to withdraw his troops from 
the position they had occupied and place them near the 
city, whence they might easily be advanced whenever 
it might be necessary. The seventh raiment of in- 
fantry was left to protect the point he was leaving, and 
further in advance on Villere's canal, where the enemy 
landed, he posted a detadunent of Louisiana and Ken- 
Mucky militia. 

Having made these arrangements, he brought the rest 
of his army to4he city, on the tweyit^th. 

On the twenty- third a solemn service of thanksgiv- 
ing was performed in the Cathedral— exactly one month 
after the first landing of the enemy at Villere'a planta- 
tion. 

If the vigflance, the activity, and the intrepidity of 
the General had been conspicuous during the whde pe- 
riod of the invasion, his prudence, moderation and self- 
denial, on the departure of the enemy, deserves no less 
commendation and admiration. An opportunity was 
then presented to him of acquiring laurels by a pursuit, 
which few, elated as he must have been by success, 
could have resisted. Buf , he nobly reflected that those 
who fled firom him were mercenaries — ^those who sur- 
rounded his standard, his fellow-citizens, almost utuver- 
sally fathers of families;— sound policy, to use Ms own 
expressbns, neither required or authorised him to ex- 
pose the lives of his companions in arms, in a useless 
conflict. He thought the lives of ten British soldiers 
would not requite the loss of one of his men. He had 
not saved New-Orleans to sacrifice its inhabitants. — 
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WTith tears of gratitude they greeted him on his return, 
in the strains which Ariosto addresses to his patron, 

Fu il vincep sempre mai kuddbil cosa, 
Tincasi a per fortunit o per ingegno : 
Gli 4 ver, che ta vittoria sanguinosa 
Spesso far suole il capitdn men degno ; 
E quella etemamcntc d glori'osa, 
E del divini onori arriva al segno, 
Qjoandoy servando i suoi senz'alc^u danno^ 
Si fa ohe gPinimici in rotta ranno. 

La vestra, signdr mio> Cu degna loda, 
Quando al leone, in mar fanto feroce^ 
Ch' av^a occupata I'una e Faltra proda 
Del Po) da Franeolin sin alia foce, 
Faceste si^ cbe ano6r che ni^r I'oda, 
S^io vedro voi, non temer6 la voce. > 
Come Tincer.si de' ,ne dimostraste ; M 

CV uccideste i nemici, e noi salraste. 

Orlando Furioso^ xiv, 

Thu8 paraphrased'^ 

Great honor eyery victor must obtain. 
Let fortune gire success or conduct gain : 
Yet oft a battle, won with blood, will yield 
Less praise to bin) who boasts the conquered field. 
But ever glorious is that chieftain's na9i^ 
And pur)e and sacred is bis martial fame, 
Who, while the forces of his foes overthrown 
Proclaim his might, fron(i loss preserres his own. 
Such was the war by thee, brave Jackson, wag'd. 
When Britain on the waves had fiercely i^gM — . 
Had seiz'd each shore that to the Gulph descends, 
And to our Lakes from Pensacola ben<is : 
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Tho' jetafaTi her lion's roarseem'd near. 

But present thou, what breast could harbo^ fear. 

Nobly thou taught's us victory to gain — 

By thee our friends were savM^ our foesT were slain. 



Eaton.'^LaiouK — •Surdiives, — Gazettes. 



Digitized by V^OOQlC 



S8« chapter' . 1815] 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



The Legislature adjourns. — Fort Boyer taken.-^In- 
teUigence of peace.^^ackson^s proclamation. — Con- 
firmation of the intelligence. — French subjects &- 
tnand their disfharge from miUtary service. — Apply 
to the Consul^ and are discharged on his certificate. 
The Consul and them ordered into the interior. — 
They remain at home. — Louaillier^s publication. — 
His arrest. — fTrit of habeas corpus issued by Hall^ 
who is also arrested. — The Clerk of the Court 
brought to head^quarters. — A record taken and -with- 
held from hinu-^He apows his intention to issue the 
writy and is threatened. — The Marshal avows his 
intention to. execute it f and is threatened. — InteUi^ 
genceofthe treaty being ratified. — StaU militia 
discharged. — Proceedings against HaU andLouail- 
Her. — Order against the French si^jects suspended. 
Hollander, Lewis and Dick ordered to be arrest- 
ed. — Orders against Lewis and Dick countermanded. 
Supreme Court. — Hollander discharged^ — LouaUlier 
acquitted. — ^The sentence disapprove. Hall sent 
out of the City.-^Peaee proclaimed. 

THE kgidature tiaade an apprbpriation of two 
thousand doUarafor Ac benefit of the Charity Hospital^ 
the resources of which had been diminished by the li- 
beral succour it had yielded to the sick of the states of 
Kentucky and Tennessee* Provision was also made 
for the immediate i*elief of the wounded and the families 
of those who had been killed. 

Danger had now evidently subsidrfL The levy en 
masse of the militia, had been arriving in regiments and 
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companies, **Every thing," says Latour, "was in rea- 
diness to repel the. enemy, on whatever point he might 
make an attack. All th^ 'damaged arms had been re- 
paired, and a barge had arrived from Pittsburg, with 
muskets, cannon and balls. Louisiana had been de- 
fended and saved, with means much inferior to those of 
the enemy, md towards the end of January she was in 
' a condition to defy double the number that had at first 
attacked her. Time had shown how groundless were 
the apprehensions which were pretended to be enter- 
tained from the disaffection of the people, and had evinc- 
ed the wisdom of the legislature, in rejecting the pro- 
positions which had been made, to suspend the writ of 
Habeas Corpus. They adjourned on the sixth of Feb- 
ruary. 

On the twelfth the British possessed themselves of 
Fort Boyer, at the entrance of Mobile Bay. ' 

By a communication of the following day, fi-om Ad- 
miral Cochrane, Jackson was informed that the Admi- 
ral had just received a bulletin from Jamaica, (a copy 
of which was inclosed) proclaiming that a treaty of 
peace had been signed by the respective plenipotentia- 
ries of Great Britain and the United States, at Ghent, 
on the twenty-fourth of December. The despatch did 
not arrive till the twenty-first, by the way of the Balize, 
but the intelligence had been brought to the city on the 
preceding day by one of Jackson's aids, who had re- 
turned from the British fleet with a flag of truce. 

In announcing this event, by an address to the army 
and the people of Louisiana, the General forewarned 
them from being thrown inta security by hopes that 
might be delusive ; observing it was by holding out 
such, that an artful and insidious foe, too often seeks to 
accomplish objects, the utmost exertion of his strength 
will not enable him to effect. He added that to place 
them olTthdir guard, and attack them by surprise, was 
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the natural expedient of one, who, having expierienced 
the superiority of their arms, hoped to overcome them 
by stratagem. 

On the twenty-second, the gladsp^ie tidings were 
confirmed, and a gazette of Charleston was received, 
announcing the ratification of the treaty by the Prince 
R^ent* 

We have seen that on tfie firdt account of the, arrival 
trf part of the British army on ViUere's plantaticM), the 
French subjects who resided in New-Orleans and its en- 
virons, animated by Tousard# their Ccmsal, had 
flocked round Jackson's standard, ^^determinedto leave 
it with the necessity that called them to it, and not till 
then." As long as the foe remaned in the state, tbey 
patiently submitted to toil, privation and danger, with 
exemplary fortitude and patience : — ^they had Mt their 
families in penury and distress, but the liberality of the 
the city council bad imnistened to thdr wants ; — ^that 
body had distributed among the needy inhabitants thir- 
ty^four thousand rations of bread, and tiiirteen tiiousand 
•of meat. But, whether the means c£ the corporation 
were exhaustedy or the absence of dianger rendered its 
officers less attentive, these mipplies did not flowas abun- 
>dantiy as at first, and, pressed by tiie anxiety df coming 
to the hdp of their fimilies, and no longer elated by the 
vfaope of gaining laurels, being useful to the country they 
Jived in, or excited by their Antipathy to the invaders — 
they grew &ed of a service, which they now thought 
perfectiy useless. A few soUcited their discharge firom 
the officers under whom they were immediately placed — 
Ja(^8on was consulted, and insbted on the^ being re- 
tained. On this, a number of them demanded frcnn 
Tousaid certificates of their nation^ character, which 
they presented to the GenenJ, by whom they were coim* 
tersigned, and the bearers permitted to return home.— • 
Theexaii^ was foUoweidi by so many, that Jackson 
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was induced to believe that Tousard too easily gratifi* 
cd the applicant* with certificates, and considering his 
cdmpliance with his duty, as evidence of his adhesion to 
the' enemy, ordered him out of the city. 

Yielding to the advice of many around him, who 
were constantly filling his ears with their clamours a- 
bout the disloyalty, disaffection and treason of the peo- 
ple of Louisiana? and particularly the state officers and 
the people of French origin, Jackson, on the last day of 
February, issued a general order, commanding all 
French subjects, possessed of a certificate of their na* 
4k)nd character, . subscribed by the consul of France, 
and countersigned by tb^ commanding general, to retire 
intb the interior, tQ a dlstmice above Baton Rpuge:---a 
jameasure, which was smted to have been rendered indis* 
fKtnsable by ^he frequent applications for discharges. — 
The names 'wete directed to be taken of all persons of 
:thM; description, rernVming in the city, after the, expira- 
tion of threecfeys. 

/. Time has shown this to. hjivebeen 51 most unfortu- 
-Airte step, and those by whose suggestions it w^s taken, 
^sooTiifojumd themselves unable to avert from the gene- 
ral the ^cotisequences to which it exposed him. The 
^ople against whom it* v^as directed were loyal — many 
of them had Ued, all h^d toiled and suffered in the de- 
fence .of the state. Need, in many instances, im- 
,provldence in seveftil, had induced the families of these 
people to part with tlw furniture of their houses to sup» 
ply those immediate wants, which the absence of the 
iiead of the family occasioned. No exception, no di»* 
.tinction was made. The sympathetic feelings of every 
4lass of inhabitants.were enlisted in fevor of these men ; 
they lacked the raieans of sustaining themselves on the 
way, and must have bceni compelled, on their arrival at 
JBalon Rouge, then a very insignificant village, to throw 
themselves on the charity of the inhabitants. Another ^ 
voi^ II. 49 
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consideration r e n d er ed the departure of these men, ao 
evil to be dreaded. The apprehension of the return of 
the enemy was represented, as having had much weight 
with Jackson in issuing his order. Their past conduct 
was a sure pledge that, in* case of need, their services 
would again be re-offimd; there were among them a 
number of experienced artillery -men; a description d 
soldiers, which was not easily to be found among the 
brave who had dome down firom Kentucky, or Tennes- 
see, or even in the army of the United Suites. These 
eonsiderations faiduced several respectable cjtizcfis to 
wait on Jackson, for the purpose of endeavouring to in- 
dueebim to reconsider a determination, which was Viewed 
as productive of ftagrant injustice and injury to those 
against whom it was directed, without any possll^ 
advantage, and probably very detrimental, to those foi 
whose benefit it was intended. 

ElatQH has informed his readt!rs that ^Promptitude 
and decision constitutes one of the leading traits of Jack- 
son's character/' Those m4io called on the general, 
were soon convinced, that hasty determinations are sel- 
dom patiently re-examined, or willingly changed: they 
found him inexorable. The recommendation was there- 
fore given to the French exiles, to forbear the manifesta- 
tion of any positive resistance, but to remain' quietly 
at honie, in the hope, that ofllcial accounts frpm the seat 
of government, changing the state of affiiirs, should soon 
enable Jackson to withdraw his late orders, without ad- 
mitting they were too precipitately issued. They were 
assured, that the laws of the country would protect them, 
and punish, even in a successful general^ a violation of 
the rights of, or a wanton injury to, the meanest indivi- 
dual, citizen or alien. They were referred to the case 
of Wilkinson, a^inst whom an independent jury of the 
Mtssiatippi territory had given a verdict in favour of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[1815 THE EIGHTEENTH. 3eT 

Adair, who had been illegdly arrested and transported, 
I during the winter of 1806. 

f The mail how brought northern gazettes, announcing 

I the arrival of the treaty at Washington, on the 14th. 
I The hope, that had been entertained, that Jackson would 
I now allow those unfortunate people to stay with their 
[ -femilies, was disappointed; a circumstance which induc- 
j ed several of their countrymen', who had become citizens 
! of the U. States, to imagine, that antipathy to the French 
1 population influenced the general's determination.-— 
It has justly been allpwed, that those who are ignorant 
of each other's language^ often lack the liberality of giv- 
ing the best construction to each others acts; and the 
inhabitants of New Orleans had often complained, that 
^ the government of the Unked States had not had the 
5j indulgence, which the king of Spain had always extended 
to them, of sending superior officers to preside over 
j^ them, who spoke their language. Jackson had uniform- 
jj ly kept aloof from the French part of the populatibn, and 
did not appear to treat the officers of the state govern- 
ment, with the attention which was believed to be due 
them; and those who were considered, as his most confi- 
dential friends, were believed to be in opposition to the 
officers of the state. 

Louallief, the member of the house of representativ^a 
for the county of Opeloiisas, a native of France, had 
been an efficient member of the legislature, and had been 
remarked for his constant and steady effiDrts, in bringing 
forth the energies of the state for its defence, and in 
providing and distributing assistance for its needy de- 
fenders. He had been hitherto extremely useful in the 
regulation of the finances — we have seen he was on^ of 
those, who thought the legislature should remain in ses- 
sion, while danger hovered over the state. He had 
thought it better to open the treasury, and induce sailors 
to go on board of public vessels, by ample bounties, 
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than to empower the commodore to send out press 
gangs— he thought that the state should not outlaw its 
defenders, by suspending the habeas corpus — he did 
not believe in theory of Jackson and Claiborne, of dis- 
affection, sedition and treason. He thought every citi- 
zen owed to th6 state the exertion of hi^ utmost &cuU 
tieSt during the pending crisis; he accordingly enrdled 
himself in one of the companies of veterans, patroled the 
city during the night, and sat, during the day, in a milita- 
ry council, and a committee of succours. Of the lattej;; 
he hsd been the most efficient member. In, distribu- 
ting relief to the indigent, he had frequently visited in 
person the mansions of those, who had abandoned ibeir 
fiimilies, buckled a knapsack on their backs, plaeed a 
musket on their shoulders, and followed Jackson; and 
he had iiritnessed the distresses of their femllies. He 
had given credit to the admiral's communication; being 
unable or utiwilling to believe, that officer entert^ncd so 
unfavourable an opinion of those who opposed him, as 
to conceive the idea, that they could be imposed upon, by 
80 ffimsy a means, as a forged newspaper. He h^ ap- 
proved the caution of Jackson; but tl^ confirmation c^ 
the signature of the treaty, in a Charleston gazette, bad 
sanctioned the belief, that t^ie admiral's information was 
correct. The frequent and uncontradicted repetition of 
the intelligence in letters and newspapers, placed it be- 
Tond all doubt. When he heard, that the treaty was 
before the senate, he entertained very little doubt of its 
instant ratification. 

A report, which now was afloat, that those who sur- 
rounded Jackson were labouring to induce him to arrest 
some individuals, alluded to in the general orders of the 
28th of February, roused his indignation, to which 
(perhaps more honestly than prudently) be gave vent in 
a publication, of which the following is a translation^ in 
the Courwr dc la Zouisiane of tiie 3d of March. 
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COMMUNICATION. 

"Mr. Editor — To reipain silent on the last general 
orders, directing all the Frenchmen, who now' reside in 
New Orleans, to leave it within three days, and to keep 
at a distance of 120 miles from it, would be an act of cow- 
ardice, which ought not to be expected from a citizen of a 
free country — and when every one laments such an 
abuse of authority, the press ought to denounce it to the 
people." 

"In order to encourage a communication between 
both countries, the 7th and 8th articles of the treaty of 
cession secure, to the French who shall come to Louis- 
iana, certain commercial advantages, which they are ta 
enjoy, during a term of twelve years, which are not yet 
expired. At the expiration of that time, they shall be 
treated in the same manner as the most favored nation. 
A peace which nothing is likely to disturb, uniting both 
nations, the French have until this moment been treated 
in the United Stated with that regard which a great people 
deserves and requires, even in its reverses, and with that 
good will, which so eminently distinguishes the Ameri- 
can Government in its relations with foreign nations. 
In such circumstances, what can be the motives which 
have induced th0 commander in chief of the 7th dis- 
trict, to issue general orders of so vexatious a nature? 
When the foreigners of every nation — when the Spani- 
ards, and even the English, are permitted to remain un- 
molested among us, shall the French alone be condemn- 
cd to ostracism; because they rendered too great services? 
Had they remained idle spectators pf the last events, 
could their sentiments towards us be doubted, then we 
might merely be surprised at the course now followed 
with regard to them. But how, are we to restrain our 
indignation, when we remember that these very- 
Frenchmen, who are now exiled, have so powerfully 
contributed to the preservation of Louisiana? Without 
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speaking of the corps» who so eminently distinguished 
themselves, and in which we see a number of French- 
men rank cither as officers or privates; how can we for- 
get, that they were French artillerists, who directtd and 
served a part of those pieces of cannon, which so greatly 
annoyed the British forces ? Can any one flatter himself 
that such important services could have sosoon been for- 
gotten?. No, they are engraved in everlasting charac- 
ters on the hearts of all the inhabitants of Louisiana, and 
they shall form a brilliant part in the history of their 
country; and when those brave men ask no other reward, 
but being permitted peaqpably to enjoy among us the 
rights secured to them by treaties and the laws of Ameri- 
ca, far from sharing in the sentin^nts which have dictat- 
ed the general order, we avail ourselves of this oppor- - 
tunity to give them a public testimony of our gratitude* 
"Far from us be the idea, that there is a single French- 
man so pusillanimous as to forsake his country merely to 
please the military commander of this district, and in 
order to avoid the proscription to which he has chosen 
to condemn them; we may, therefore, expect to see 
them repair to the consul of their nation, there to renew 
the act which binds them to their country— but suppos- 
ing that, yielding to a sentiment of fear, they should con- 
sent to cease to be French citizens, would they, by such 
an abjuration, become American citizens ? No, cer- 
tainly they would not : the man who would be power- 
ful enou^ to denationalize them, would not be power- 
ful enough to give them a country. It is better, there- 
fore, for a man to remain a faithful Frenchman, than to 
suffer himself to be scared^ven by the martial law^ a law 
useless, when the presence of the foe and honor call us to 
arms, but which becomes degrading, when their shame- 
ful flight suffers us to enjoy a glorious rest, wluch fear- 
and terror ought not to disturb. 
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^^Butcouldit be possible, that the constitution and 
laws of our country should have left it in the power of tKe 
several commanders of military districts, to dissolve 
all at once, the ties of friendship, which unite America to 
the nations of Europe ? Would it be possible, that peace 
or war could depend upon their caprice, and the friend- 
ship or enmity they might entertain for any nation. We 
do not hesitate in declaring, that nothing of the kind ex- 
ists. , The President alone has, by law, the right to 
Ldopt against ahen enemies such measures as a state of 
war may render necessary, and foir that purpose he must 
issfue a proclamation; but this is a power he cannot dete- 
nte. It is- by virtue of that law, and a proclamation, 
that the subjects of Gre^t Britain were removed from 
our sea -ports and sea shores. We do not know any law, 
authorizing general Jackscm to apply to alien friinds a 
measure Which thcPreiiident of the United States, him- 
self, has only the right to adopt Against atien enemies* 

"O or laws protect strangers, i;^ come to fcttic or rd- 
Vide among us. To the sovereign alone belongs the 
Tight of depriving them of tl;iat prptcttion ; and all tho^ 
who kuow how toapprtc^aie the titk ot an American 
citizen, and who are acquainted with their perogatives, 
will easily understand, that,.by the sovereign, I do, by no 
means, intend to designate a Major-General, ot any other 
military commander, to whom I willingly grant the 
power of issuing general orders like the one in qciesti6n» 
but to whom I dpny that of having them executed. 

"If the last general order has no object but to inspire 
us with a salutary fear ; if it is only destined to be read ; if 
it is not to be followed by apy act of violence ; if it is crair 
to be obeyed by those who may cfause to fcarc the 
city, m'or^r to enjoy the pure air of the country, y^ 
shall forget that extraordinary order; but ^Jmuldany 
thing else happen, we are of opinion that the tribumda 
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wM sooner c» later, do justice to the victims of that 
illegal order. 

**Every alien friend, who 6hall<K)ntinue to respect the 
laws which rule our country, shall continue to be eii- 
titled to their protection. Could that general order be 
applied to us, ,we .^ould calrply wait until we were 
forced by violence to execute it, well convinced of the 
A-nlnes^ of the magistrates, who ate the {organs of the 
laws in.this part of the ynion^ and the guardians of public 
order. 

*4^l us conclude by sayitig, that it is high time the 
hws should resume their empire ; that the ciuzens of 
.this State should return to the full enjoy ment;of their 
irigfatl; that in ncknowledging, that we are indebted to 
^jiq^aL Jackson > for the. preservation of our city, and the 
.defeat of the British^ we do not feel much inclmcd» 
Ardughgrat&ude^to sacrifice any of our privileges, and 
lessi^n any other, li^t of expressing our opiiuoii about 
.the acts of his administration;; tl;iat it is time the citizens 
iidcused of iny crime should be rendered to their natural, 
fudges, and qease to be deJt with befpre special or mili- 
ftary tcibunals,.a kindjof insrituucoiSftjheld in abhon^^ce 
,cveh in .al^solufe governments; and that having donp 
^enoufeb far, glory, the moment of mod«r^tion has arriv- 
ed; and finally, that the acts of authority which the in- 
vasioo . of obr country, and our safety may have render- 
(Cdioece^sary, are, since the evacuation of it by ftie cne(ny^ 
no lobger compatible with our dignity and our oath of 
' making the constitution respected." 
II ;Man bears nothing with more impatience, than the 
exjposure^of his errors, and tl^ contempt of his {i|ithprity» 
Those who had provoked Jackson's violent ineasure 
Jigajnst the French subjects, availed themselves 0f the 
(larobcysms of the ire '^ which the publication exoited: 
they threw fuel into the fire, and blew it into a flame. 
They persuaded him Louallier had been guilty of an 
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offence, punishable with death, and he should have him 
tried by a court martial, as a spy. Yielding to this sug« 
gestion, and preparatory to such a trial, be ordered the 
publication of the second section of the rules and articles 
of war, which denounces the punishment of death 
against spies, and directed Louallier to be arrested and 
confined. Eaton is mistaken when he asserts that the 
section .had been published before. The adjutant's let- 
ter to Leclerc, the printer of the Ami des Lois^ request- 
ing him to publish it, bears date of the fourth of March, 
the day afer Loualiier's publication made its appearance* 
The section was followed by a notice that **the city of 
New- Orleans and its environs, being under martial law^ 
and several encampments and fortifications within its 
limits, it was deemed necessary to ^ve publicity to the 
6fection,ySr the information ofaU concerned^ 

Great, indeed, must have been Jackson's excitement, 
when he suffered himself to be persuaded, that Louallier 
could successfully be prosecuted, as a spy. Eaton informs 
us, Louallier was prosecuted as one owing allegianee to 
the United States. The very circumstance of his ow- 
ing that allegiance, prevented his being liable to a prose- 
cution, as a spy* He was a citizen of the United States: 
his being a member of the legislature, was evidence of 
this. If he, therefore, committed any act, which would 
constitute ap alien a spy^ he was guilty of high treason, 
and ought to have been delivered to the legitimate pia- 
gistrate, to be prosecuted as a traitor. 

The second section of the act of congress, for csta. 
blishing rules and articles of war, is in the following 
words: 

^^Sec. 2. In time of war ^ all persons, not citizens qfi 
or owing allegiance to the United States^ who shall be 
found, lurking as spies, in or about the fortifications or 
encampments of the armies of the United States, or any 
of them, shall suflfer death, according to the laws and 
VOL. II. 50 
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usages of nations, by sentence of a general court mar- 
tial.^' 

It is certain the article applies only to aliens; persons 
who are «o^ citizens of the United States, nor owing 
temporal allegiance to them. A spy gives aid to the 
enemy: and he, who owing allegiance (perpetual cm: tem- 
poral) to the United States, adheres to their enemies; 
giving them aid or comfort, is not a spy, but a traitor. 

This distinction has been recognised by the depart- 
ment of war of the United States. In the beginning of 
the last war, a natural born citizen of the United States, 
who before the declaration of war had removed his domi- 
cil into Canada, was found lurking about as a spvi n^r 
a fortification of the Umted States, arrested, tried and 
convicted by a general court martial, and condemned 
to death, as a spy. The President disapproved of the 
sentence, on the ground that as the culprit was a citizen 
of the United States, and owed allegiance to them, he 
could not be a spy; he was accordingly, by order of the 
secretary of war, surrendered to the legitimate magis- 
trate, to be dealt with according to law. 

Louallier was arrested on Sunday, the fifth dayrf 
March, at noon, near the Exchange Coffee-house. He 
immediately desired Morel, a gentleman of the bar, who 
was near him, to adopt legal means for his relief. 

Applicatioiii was made to one of the members of the 
supreme court, Martin, who being prevented by the 
imperfection of his sight to be otherwise useful, had 
enrolled himself in one of the companies of veterans, 
organised for the maintenance of order in the city. That 
court had determined hi the preceding year, in the case 
of a British subject, arrested by the marshal for the pur- 
pose of being sent into the interior, that its jurisdiction 
being appellate ow/y, it could not issue the writ of habeas 
corpus. Morel was, therefore, informed that the judge 
did not conceive he could interfere; especially as it was 
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alleged the prisoner was arrested and confined for trial, 
before a court martial, under the authority of the United 
States. 

Morel, having consulted other gentlemen of the pro- 
fession, applied to Hall, the dbtrict judge of the United 
States for a writ of prohibition^ to stay proceedings 
against his client, in the court martial. Hall expressed a 
doubt of his authority to order such a writ at chambers, 
and said he would take some time to deliberate. Morel 
withdrew, but soon after returned with a petition for a 
writ of habeas corpus^ on which the judge gave his^a^ 
after having received Morel's promise, that he would 
inform the general of liis application for die writ, and 
the order made for issuing it. 

On receiving Morel's comriiunication, the ebullition 
erf" Jackson's anger was such, that reason appeared to 
have lost its control. Those who had suggested the 
harsh measure against the French citizens, and the still 
more harsh one against Louallier, imagined the moment 
was •come, when their enmity towards Hall might be 
gratified. We have seen that a number of individuals, 
who had hitherto sustained a fair character, were now 
known as accomplices of the Barrataria pirates. Prose- 
cutions had been commenced against some of them, 
and Hall manifested that stern severity of character, 
whirh appals guilt. The counsel of these men had con- 
ceived the idea that he did not view their efforts to screen 
their clients, with the liberaUty and indulgence they de- 
served. The opportunity now offered of humbling this 
worthy magistrate, was not sufiered to remain unim- 
proved; and Jackson was assured that Hall, like Loual* 
lier, was guilty of an offence punishable with death. 

The general's attention was drawn to the seventh sec- 
tion of the rules and articles of war, which denounces 
the last punishment against persons aiding or abetting 
mutiny; and he was pressed to prosecute the judge be- 
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fore a court martial. As a pre^u^tory step, with dMt 
promptitude of decision, wMch Eaton says is a leading 
trait m his character, he signed an instrument at once, 
the warrant for the arrest, and the mittimus for the impri- 
sonment of Hall. * He wrote to colonel Arbuckle, who 
commanded at the barracks, that having received proof 
that Dominic A. Hall had been aiding, abetting, and 
exciting mutiny in his camp, he desired that a detach* 
ment might be ordered forthwith, to arrest and eonjhte 
him; and that a report might be made as soon as he was 
arrested. ^^You will,'* as it is said in the conelusion of 
this paper, ^^be vigilant; as the agents of our enemy are 
more numerous than we expected^ You Moll be guard* 
cd against escapes.'* 

The prosecution of the judge was intended to be 
grounded on the seventh section of the articles of war, 
which is in these words:-^**Any officer or sokUer, who 
shall be^n, cause, excite or join b, any mutiny or se* 
dition, m any troop or company, in the service of the 
United States, or in any post, detachment or guard, 
^lall suffer death, or any other punishment, as by a court 
martial shall be inflicted." 

Hall was not an officer, in the sense of the act of con- 
gress—- he was not a soldier, in the ordinary meaning of 
that word; but, according to the jurisprudence of bead 
quartNers, the proclamation of martial law had transform- 
ed every inhabitant of New Orleans into a soldier, and 
rendered him punishable under the articles of war. 

The judge was accordingly arrested in his own house^ 
at nine o'clock, and confined in the same apartment 
with Louallier^ in the barracks. 

As soon as this was reported at head quarters, ma^ 
Chotard was despatched to demand from Claiborne, the 
clerk of the district court of the United States, the sur- 
render of Louallier's petition, on the back of which 
Hall had written the order for issuing tlie writ of habea$ 
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eorptts. It has been see.n that there was not any officer 
of the State government, nor of the United tsates, out 
of the army, who imagined that a proclamation of mar- 
tial law gave the general any right, nor imposed on 
others any obligation, which did not exist before. The 
clerk accordingly answered that there was a rule of 
court, which forbade him to part with any original paper 
lodged in his office; and he w?is ignorant of any right, in 
the commander of the army, to interfere with the records 
of the court. He however was, after much solicitation, 
prevailed on to take the document in his pocket, and 
accompany Chotard to head quarters. 

In the meanwhile, an express from the department cS 
war had arrived, with the intelligence that the President 
of the United States had ratified the treaty, and an ex* 
change of the ratifications had taken place at Washing* 
ton, on the 17th of February, the preceding month. 
By an accident, which was not accounted for, a packet 
had been put into the hands of the messenger, instead of 
the one containing the official information of the exchange 
of the ratifications. But the man was bearer of an open 
order of the Postmaster, to all his deputies on the road, 
to expedite him with the utmost celerity, as he carried 
information of the recent peace. He declared he had 
handed an official notice of this event to the governor of 
the state of Tennessee. 

On the arrival of the clerk at head quarters, Jackson 
asked him whether it was his intention to issue the writ: 
he replied it was his bounden duty to do so, and he most 
assuredly would. He was threatened with an arrest^ 
but persisted in his asseveration that he would obey the 
judge's order. He had handed Louallier's petition to 
Jackson, and, before he retired, demanded the return rf 
it; this was peremptorily refused, and the paper was 
withheld. It appears the date of the ffth of March had 
been originally on this document, and that being Sun- 
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day, Hall had changed it to that of the following day, 
the sixth. The idea had been cherished, that this alter- 
ation might support an additional article, in the charges 
against Hall. It is not extraordinary, that those who 
imagined that, as Louallier might be tried for a libel, in a 
court- martial. Hall might for forgery. Thus-one in- 
consistency almost universally leads to another. 

Duplessis, the marshal of the United States, had vo- 
lunteered his services, as an aid to Jackson; a little after 
midnight he visited head quarters. The imprisonment 
of Hall, and the accounts from Washington, had brought 
a great concourse of people near the general; who, 
elated by the success of the evening, met the marshal at 
the door, and announced to him, he had shopped the 
Judge. Perceiving that Duplessis did not show his 
exultation, he bquired whether he would serve Hall's 
Mrrit. The marslud replied, he had ever done his duty, 
which obliged him to execute all writs directed to him 
by the court, whose minbterial officer he was; and, 
looking sternly, the person who addressed him, added, 
he would execute the court's writ, on any man. A copy 
of the proclamation of martial law, that lay on the table, 
was pointed to him, and Jackson said, he also would do 
his duty. 

A large concourse of people had been drawn to the 
Exchange coffee-house, during the night, by the passing 
events, which were not there, as at head quarters, a sub- 
ject of exultation and gratulation. The circumstances 
were not unlike those of the year 1806, which Living, 
ston describes as ^^so new in (he history of our coun- 
try, that they will not easily gain belief, at a distance, 
and can scarcely be realized by those who beheld them. 
A dictatorial power^ assumed by the commander ol the 
American army — the military arrest of citizens, charged 
with a civil offence — the violation of the sanctuary of 
justice. An attempt to overawe, by denunciations, 
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those who dared, professionally, to assert the authority 
of the laws — the unblushing avowal of the employment 
of military force, to punish a civil offence, and the hardy 
menace of persevering in the same course, were circum- 
stances that must command attention, and excite the 
corresponding sentiments of grief, indignation and con- 
tempt." 

There were sotne who recommended, that application 
should be made to Claiborne, to put himself at the head 
of the militia of the state, and to Duplessis, to call out 
the posse comitatus of the district, to support the autho- 
rity of the judiciary J' but the sentiment of those pre- 
vailed, who, harangued the people in the strains of 
Livingston's address to his fellow-citizens, about eight 
years before. "We must suffer t)ie evils to which we 
are exposed. Let us, however, do it with fortitude, and 
never be tempted to any act, which may enlist us, on the 
side of those, who trample on our constitution, sport 
with our liberties, and violate our laws. Let us remem- 
ber, that the day of retribution will arrive, and is not 
far distant, when a strict account will be taken, as well 
of the wanton abuses, as of the shameful dereliction 
which permits them. But, let us strive by our zeal in 
the support of our country, by our. submission to law- 
ful atithority, by our opposition to every foreign or 
domestic foe, that there is no pretext for the dictatorial 
power that is assumed over us.'* 

"I have said that we must suffer. Never were two 
words more applicable to our situation: it is one the 
most dreadful to an independent mind, of any that can 
be imagined — subject to the uncontrolled will of a sin- 
gle man, to whom the hearsay tales of slander are prpofe; 
and who, on his own evidence, arraigfns, condemns and 
punishes, the accused; dooms him to imprisonment, by 
whom the tribunals are insulted. What state of things 
can be worse? No caution can protect ! no conscious- 
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ness of innocence secure. The evidence is taken in 
private: malicious, cowardly informers, skulk around 
the proconsul's office. Their tales give food to pre- 
existing enmity, and avenge their own quarrels by secret 
denunciations of guilt. The objects of official suspicion 
are confined." 

Repose having restored calmness to Jackson's mind, 
and the intelligence of peace depriving his measures of the 
only ground on which they could be justified — necessi- 
ty — ^he acted on the suggestions of his own reflections, 
and considering the British as no longer the enemies of 
his country, he determined on an attempt to anticipate, 
as much as in him lay, the blessings of returning peace. 
With this object in view, one of his first acts on the 
sixth, was a communication to Lambert, which Latour 
has preserved. It is in the following words: **I have 
just received intelligence firom Washington, which leaves 
little doubt, in my mind, that the treaty, signed at 
Ghent, between the United States and Great Britain, 
has been ratified by the president of the senate of the 
United States. But, by some unaccountable accident, 
a despatch, on another subject, has been substituted for 
the one intended to give me official notice of this event. 
The one I have received, is accompanied by an order 
from the postmaster general, desiring his deputies to for- 
ward the express, carrying intdligehce of the recent 
peace. Of this order I enclose a copy. From other 
circumstances, to which I give credit, I learn that the 
same express brought official notice of the ratification of 
Ae treaty, to the governor of Tennessee. I have deem- 
ed it my duty, to communicate the exact state of these ^ 
arcumstances, without loss of time, that you mi^ * 
detormine whether they would not justify you, in agree- 
ing to a cessation of hostilities, to anticipate the happy 
return of peace between our two nations, which the first 
^Brect intdligence must brir^ to us, in an official fi>nn." 
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Jackson now paused to deliberate, Whether these cir- 
cumstances did not require him, by a cessation of all 
measures of violence, to allow his fellow-citizens in 
New Orleans, to anticipate this happy return of peace, 
the account of which, the first direct intelligence, was to 
bring to him, in an official form — the untoward arrival 
of an orderly sergeant, with a message from Arbuckle, 
to whom the custody of Hall had been committed, pre- 
vented Jackson coming to that conclusion, which his 
unprejudiced judgment would have suggested. The 
prisoner had requested, that a magistrate might be per- 
mitted to have access^ to him, to receive an affidavit, 
which he wished to make, in order to resort to legal 
measures, for his release. Arbuckle desired to know 
the general's pleasure, on this application. Naturally im- 
patient of any thing like control or restraint, the idea of 
a superior power to be employed against his decisions, 
threw Jackson into emotions of rage. Before they bad 
sufficiently subsided to allow him to. act on the message, 
some of his ordinary advisers came in, to recommend 
the arrest of Hollander, a merchant of some note. What 
was the offence of this man, has never been known; but 
Jackson's temper of mind was favorable to the views of 
his visitors. He ordered the arrest of the merchant, and 
forbade the access of the magistrate to Hall'; the idea 
of allowing his fellow citizens to anticipate the happy 
return of peace, was abandoned, and measures were dU 
rected to be taken for the trial of Louallier/' 

Seven distinct charges were exhibited, against the 
prisoner. 

1. Mutiny. The specification, on this head, was that 
he did write, and cause to be published, the piece in the 
Courier de la Louisiana of the 8d of March, 1815. 

2. Exciting mutiny. The specification was the same 
as the preceding. 

VOL. ih 51 
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3. Gcnenil misconduct. The specification wa^ as be- 
fore, 

4. Being a spy. The specification was, that the pri^ 
soner was found lurking about the fortifications and 
encampment of the army of the United States, in New 
Orleans, being much disaffected, and writing, and caus- 
ing to be published, as before. 

' fl. lUc^ and improper conduct, and disobedience to 
ordbrs. 

Specification 1st. Violatiog the fifty -sixth article of 
the rules and articles of war, viz: ** Whoever shall relieve 
the enemy with money, victuals, or ammunition, or 
shall knowingly harbour or protect an enemy, shall suf- • 
fer death, or such other punishment, as shall be ordered 
by the sentence of a court martial." This specification 
concluded with an averment, that the prisoner did write 
and cause to be published, &c. as before. 

Specification 2d. Violating the 57th article, viz: — 
••Whosoever shall be convicted of corresponding with, 
or giving intelligence to, the enemy, either directly or in- 
directly, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 
shall be ordered by the sentence of the court martial." 
The averment pn this specification, was the same as the 
preceding, 

6. Writing a wilful and corrupt hbel. 

7. Unsoldierlike conduct, and contrary to the procla- 
mation of martial law. TJie specification was, that the pri- 
soner (fid write, and cause to be published, the piece, &c. 

The supreme court of the state being in session, ap- 
plication was made to it, for a writ of habjsas corpus, m 
fiivour of Hollander. The two judges present, Derbigny 
and Martin, several ly declared, they should not thin k them- 
selves justified in rejecting the application, on account 
of any proclamation of martial law, if they were con- 
vinced they had authority to issue the wrjt; and express- 
ed their rea<jUness to hear an argument, if any gentleman 
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of the bar had a doubt of the former deci^on of the 
tribunal, in the case of Laverty, the British subject, ar- 
rested by the marshal, during the preceding- summer. 
This man claimed the citizenship of the United States, 
and wished to test his pretension by a writ of habeas 
corpus; but the court declined interfering! being of opi'- 
nion, theirs was an appellate jurisdictbn onltft confined 
to civil cases, and they could not inquire into the legali- 
ty of am arrest, on criminal or political grounds. They 
permitted the case to be argued; but, before the argu- 
ment was concUided, information was received that 
Hollander had been discharged, by Jackson. 

Dick, the attorney of the United States^ made appli- 
cation to Lewis, oiie of the district judges of the state, 
who was serving as a subaltern officer, in the Orleans 
rifle company, and whose conduct during the invasion, 
had received Jackson's particular commendation. Be- 
• lieving that his duty as a military mart, did not diminish 
his obligation, as a judge, to protect his fellow-citi- 
zens from illegal arrest, Lewis, without hesitation, on 
the first call of Dick, laid down his rifie, and allowed the 
writ. 

Information of this having been carried tahead quar^ 
tcrs, Jackson immediately ordered the arrest of Lewis 
and Dick. 

Arbuckle, to whom Lewis'writ, in favour of Hall, 
was directed, refused to surrender his prisoner, on the 
ground he was committed by Jackson, under the autho- 
rity of the United States. 

The orders for the arrest of Lewis and Dick were 
countermanded. 

The court martial for tlie trial of Louallier, of which 
miajor-general Gaines was president, met on the 7th. 

The prisoner's counsel confined his defence to a plea, 
to the jurisdiction of the court; contending that he 
was, as a member of the legislature, exempt frpm militia 
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service; thattheruksandarddesofwm-, were express- 
ly established for the government of the €urmy of the 
tJiuted Suites, uA extended to the miliua of the state, 
when in the service of the United States; that their dient 
was neither oi the army or militia^ although, during the 
Invasion, he had performed military duty in one of the 
volunteer compames, embodied for the maintoiance ci 
order in the aty; tli^t the proclamation of martial law, 
made no one a soldier, who was not 30 befcH^ that k 
vested no right in the general, nor imposed on any one, 
any obligation, which did not exist before. 

The irritation of the pubHc mind manifiested itself, in 
fbc evening, by the destruction of a transparent psont- 
ing, in honor of Jackson, which the proprietor of the 
Exchange coffec^-housccUsplayed, in the largest hall. 

A general order oq the 8th, announced that^ altlK)ugh 
tiic commanding general, had not yet received official 
information, that the state of war had ceased, by the 
ratification of the treaty, he had persuasive evidence of 
the &ct, and credited it, at die risk of being misled by 
his wishes; and, under this impres^on, Ms first tluty 
was to. discharge frcwn actual service, the body oi the 
militia of the state, wluch had taken the fidd, under the 
order for the kvy en masse. 

The French subject^ had remained perfectiy quiet at 
home, regardless of the order of the 28th of February* 
LouaBier^s publication had opened the eyes of Ae com- 
munity, whose sympathy was enlisted in favor rf ttese 
defenders of the country, and under the present excite- 
ment of the public mind, the execution of a sentence rf 
exile against them, would have beei> dangerous. The 
governor, who, in Wilkinson^s time, had been charged 
with a co-operation in his illegal measures, or at least with 
a dereliction of duty, appeared now disposed to act, in 
such a manner, as not to give room for a similar imputa- 
tion; and Eaton tells us, **he had been heard to deckrc. 
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in words of mysterious import, that serious difficulties 
would be shortly witnessed in New Orleans.'* It was 
deemed most prudent, at h^d quarters, to make a vir- 
tue of necessiQ^, With a view of enabling Jackson to 
do so, with a good grace, an address was procured from 
the officers and men, of the principal volunt^r corps of 
the militia of the city, soliciting the suspension of the 
order of the 28th of February, and pledging themselves 
for the future good conduct of the French subjects. On 
receiving this address, a general order was issued, stating 
that, time having been given to the people, to consider 
whether they would avail them^lves of their degrading 
exemption, at a distance from the camp, or enrol them- 
selves among those who defended the state; and the delay; 
being expired, the onfcr would have been strictly, en- 
forced, had it not been for the application and guarantee 
of the officers and men of the volunteer companies. 
The e3i:ecution of the order was therefore suspended, till 
the general's pleasure was further signified. 

There is a thanife$t inconsistency between these two 
orders. Had the latter been penned by a friend of Jack- 
son's, Ac order of the !28th of February would have 
been rescinded, on the reason assigned in the first, viz: 
thcpersuaswe evidence^ which had reached head quar- 
ters, that the state of war had ceased. There woukl have 
been much more dignity, in this admission, than in the 
boast that the subjects of a firiendly nation, entitled by 
treaty to peculiar privileges in Louisiana, could be exiled 
from New- Orleans and compelled to mar(:h to the dis- 
tance of one hundred and twenty miles, in time of peace^ 
on the mere signification of any mm*» pleasure. 

A number of officers had compelled the proprietor of 
the Exchange coffee-house, to exMbit anew transparent 
p^ting, and to illuminate the hall in a more than usual 
manner. They attended in the evening, and stood near 
the painting, with the apparent mtention (rf* indicatinlg a 
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determination, to resist the attempt of taking down the 
painting. It was reported, a number of soldiers were ia 
the neighborhood, ready to march to the coffee-housci 
at the first calK This was not calculated to allay the ex- 
citement of the puMic mind. The prostration of the 
legitimate government; the imprisonment of the district 
judge of tfe United States, the only magistrate, whose 
interference could be successfully invoked, on an illegal 
arrest, under colour of the authority of the United States^ 
the ascendancy assumed by the military, appeared to 
have dissolved all the bands of social order in New Or- 
leans. 

It is not easy to say, to what extremity matters would 
.have been carried, if the good sense of the most influen- 
tial characters in the city, had not induced tliem to inter- 
fere. They represented, to those who were disposed to 
run all hazards, that a few days, perhaps a few hours, 
would bring the official account of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the treaty; that Jackson's day of reckon- 
ing would then arrive; that Hall, with the authority (tho* 
now without the power) of checking the encroach- 
ments of the military, possessed the authority, arid 
would soon have the power, to punish the violators rf 
the law — presenting the idea without us^ng the elo- 
cjuent language of Workman, in 1807: '*the law 
is not dead, but sleepeth; the constitution is eclipsed 
indeed, but the dark bodies of hideous, and ill-omened j 
form, which have intercepted its light, and deprived us 
of its genial influence, will soon p^ss away, and we shall 
again behold the glorious luminary, shining forth in all 
its original splendour.'' 

On the 9th, the court martial sustained Louallier's 
plea to their jurisdiction, as to all the charges except the 
fourth; that of being a spy — manifesting, that all judicial 
institutions possess, \xi the United States, an essential 
purity and energy. They thought the rules and arti- 
cles of war, were exjiressly established by the congress, 
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for the government of the array, and were not±)indlng 
on any individual out of it — that neither the president^ 
or any commander, can, by a proclamation of martial 
- law, vest in himself any right, or impose on others any 
obhgation, that did not exist before; nor render any thing 
lawful or unlawful, that was otherwise before. 

They acquitted Lo^allier of the fourth charge. There 
was no evidence before them, that he was found lurking 
about any fortification or encampment of the army of 
the United States; none of his disaffection ; and his 
conduct, in the legislature, had evinced that, in zeal and 
patri0tism^ he did not yield even to Jackson. If he had 
published a libel, it was the duty of the attorney 
general of the State to indict him, and the province of the 
grand jury to present him, if that, offiiier neglected 
his duty. He was placed before them as a person owing 
allegiance to, they knew he was. a citizen, of the XJnited 
States, and that government had in the beginning of 
the war, declared that a spy must essentially be an alien. 

Jackson was greatly disappointed at the conclusion to 
""which the court martial had arrived; he, however did 
not release either of his prisoners, and on the tenth issued 
the following general order : 

"The commanding general disapproves of tiie sentence 
of the court martial, of which major-general Gaines is 
president, on the several charges and specifications ex- 
hibited against Mr. Louaillier ; and is induced by the 
novelty and importance of the matters, submitted to Ihe 
decision of that court, to assign the reasJons of this disap- 
proval. 

*'Tbe charges against the prisoner were mutiny, ex- 
citing mutiny, general misconduct, for being a spy, 
illegal and improper conduct, and disobedience of orders, 
writing a wilful and corrupt libel against the command- 
' ing general, unsoldierly conduct, and conduct in viola- 
tion of a general order; all which charges are, on the 
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face of thenii proper to be inquired into by a Court 
MartiaL The defendant pleaded to the j urisdiction of the 
court, and founded his exceptions on matters of fact, 
which excq)tions, as to all the charges and specifications 
but one, the court sustained, without inquiring into the 
truth of the facts (which not otherwise could have ap-» 
peared to them,) upon which those exceptions were 
bottomed. 

The commanding general is not disposed, however, 
to rest his objections upon any informality in the mode 
of proceeding adopted by the court, but presuming that 
die court really believed the truth of the facts set forth in , 
the exceptions, deems it his duty to meet the doubts as 
he supposes them to have existed. The character of the 
prisoner (a citizen not enrolled in any corps, and a mem- 
ber of the Stale Leg'islature, though that Legislature was 
not in sessbn) probably, in the opinion of the court, 
placed him without their reach, upon the seve^ral charges 
on which they declined acting. 

The enemy having invaded the country, and threaten- 
ing an attack on New Orleans^ many considerations, 
S rowing out of this emergency, and connected with the 
efence of the city, rendered the ad )ption of the most 
energetic and decisive measures necessary. Martial 
Law, as tibe most comprehensive and effectual, was there- 
fore proclaimed by the commanding general-^a state 
of things which made it the duty of every inhabitant, 
indiscriminately, to contribute to the defence of his 
country— a duty,' in the opinion of the comman^ng 
general, more positive and more urgent than any result- 
ing from the common and usual transactions of private, 
or even public life. The occasion that calls it forth, in- 
volves, at once, the very existence of the government, 
and the liberty, property and lives of the citizens. 

Martial Law bemg established, applies, as the com- 
manding general believes, to all persons who remain 
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vathiEahe sphere of its operation; and, claims Exclusive 
jiMBsdictionofall offences, which aim at the disorganiza- 
tion and ruin of the army over which it extends. To a 
certain extent, it is believed to make every man a soldier^ 
to^fdefend the spot, where chance or choice has placed 
him ; and to make him liable for any misconduct calcu- 
lated to weaken its defence. 

If Martial Law, when necessity shall have justified a 
resort to it, does not operate to this extent, it is not easy 
to perceive the reason or the utility of it. If a man, who 
shall,fromcI^ice,remain within the limits of its operation, 
and whose tousc is without these limits, and there labor 
by means in his power to stir up sedition and mutiny, 
among the soldiery, inspire them with distrust towards 
the commanding officer, and communicate tp the enemy 
intelligence of the disaffection and discontent, which he 
himself has created, he may safely avail himself of what he 
tiiay please to call his constitutional rights and contiiiue 
his dangerous machinations with impunity; the com- 
manding general believes he cannot easily conceive, how a 
man thus influenced and thus acting, might render the 
€ncmy more important services, and do his country more 
injury, than he possibly could, by entering the ranks of 
the enemy, and aiding him in open Tjattle. .Why is 
Martial Law* ever declared? Is it to make the enUsted 
or drafted soldier subject to it? He was subject to it 
before. It is, that the whole resources gf a country, or 
of that dlsUict over which it is proclaimed, may be suc- 
Ipessfi^y applied for its preservation. Every man, 
thercrare, within the limits to which it extends, is subject 
to its influence. If it has not this operation, it is surely 
ai p^ect nulity. Apply this view of the subject to th^ 
case before the court — and how is it? After the adjourn- 
mientoftHe Legislature, of which the defendant claims, 
to be a member, ,be remained within the camp of the 
American army, and within the limits, which are de- 
VOL. II. 52 
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daret) to be embraced t^ Martial Law. How does he 
there deport himself? Instead of contributing tothe^dc- 
fence of his country ; instead of seeking to promote that 
unanimity, which a love of country, and the important 
trust which had been reposed in him, mighthave led us to 
expect^ we behold him endeavoring to stir up discord, 
sedition^ mutiny — laboring to disorganize and destroy 
an army, which had so lately defended his country, and 
might so soon again be necessary for its defence. Not 
only inviting the enemy to renew his attempt, but con- 
tributing his utmost to enable him to succeed, if be 
should obev the invitation. Is there no ^wer to res- 
train the eflforts, or to punish the wickedness of such a 
man ? If he aids and comforts the enemy, by commani- 
ting to him information of the mutinous and seditious 
spirit^ of the distraction and confusion, which he tumself 
has created — why this is treason, and he cannot be 
punished by a court martial. If he excites mutiny, 
disobedience to orders^ and rebellion among the soldiery, 
he is not attached to the army aitd cannot be restndaed I 
Why is he not attached to the army ? Why, at such a 
moment, when he remains within it, is he iiot subject to 
its rules and regulations? If the enemy comes, may he 
fold his arms and walk unconcernedly along the Hues, or 
remain inactive in Us room? Can he not be called 
upon for his exertions? May he not only refiise to 
render any assistance himself, but without fear or re. 
proacb, do all in his power to render ineffectual the ex- 
ertions of others — of that army which, in th^moalfc 
threatening crisis, is fighting for the liberty and Jfety rf 
that country, whose liberty and safety he professes to 
haye so much at heart ? May he, at such a moment, 
proclaim to the enemy, that we are dissatisfied with our 
general, tired of the war, determined no longer to bear 
the restrictions which it imposes ; in a word, disaflfected 
and disunited, and ready to yield to him on bis first ap« 
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proach. May tfiis man, a foreigner, retmmng the predi- 
lections for the country which gave him birth, and boast* 
ing of those predilections ; may such a man, under such 
circumstances, qxcite sedition and mutiny, division and 
disorganization in our army ; and when he is called be- 
fore the court martial, to answer for his crimes, say- 
Gentlemen, you have no right to take cognizance of the 
offences of which I am charged ? Decide with the ac- 
cused, no army can be safe, no generd can command; 
disaffection and disobedience, anarchy and confusion 
must take place of order and subordination^ defeat and 
shame, of victory and triumph. But the commanding 
general is persuaded, that this is a state of things which 
the government of no country can or does tolerate* . The 
coostitution ofthe United States secures to the ci^zen 
the most valuable privileges; yet, the same constitution 
contemplates the necessity of suspending the exercise of 
the same, in order tq secure the continuance of alL If 
it authorises the suspension of the writ oi habeas corpus 
in certain cases; it, thereby, implicitly adrhits the oper- 
ation qS. Martial Law, when in the event of rebellion or 
mvasion, public safety may re€|uire it. To whom does 
the declaration of this Taw belong f To the guardian of 
the public safety ; to him who is to conduct the oper- 
ations against the enemy, whose vigilance is to descry 
danger, and whose arms are to repel it. He is the only 
authority present to witness and determine the emer- 
gency which m^es such a resort necessary and posses- 
sed of the means to make suitable provisions for it. 
For the correctness of his conduct, under the circum- 
stances which influenced him, he stands responsible to 
his government." 

The court martial cons6led themselves, by the reflec- 
tion, that their sentence, though disapproved by Jack* 
fon^ was in perfect conformity with dei^ions of the 
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President of the United States, and of the supreme 
court of the state of New Yorl^ , in similar cases. 

In August, 1812, Elijah Clark was condemned to be 
hui^ as a spy, at Buffalo, in the state of New York, by 
sentence of a court martial. "It appeared that he was 
born in the state of New Jersey, and that he continued 
to reside in the United States, as a citizen thereof, until 
within about eight months, when he renaoved to 
Canada, and there married; that his wife and proper- " 
ty are yet in Canada^ and within the dominiou and alle- 

Sance of the king of the united kingdom of Great 
ritainand Ireland. For these reasons, the court was of 
opinion, that (although the said Elij^ Ckrk wasa native 
born citizen of the United St&tes, and was yetholden un- 
der fhe allegiance, which, as such citizen, he owed to the 
United States) he was nevertheless liable to be tried and 
convicted, as- a spy in the United States, for his acts of 
a spy, committed during the contipuance of such tem- 
porary allegiance to the king of the united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, with whom the Unit^ States 
were at war. 

General Hull suspended the execution, till the plea- 
sure of the President of the United States was known. 

On the 2d of October, the secretary of war wrote to 
the general, that Clark, **being considered a citizen of 
the United States, and not liaWe to be tried by a court 
martial as a spy, the President directed, that unless he 
should be arraigned by the civil court, for treason, or a 
minor crime, under the laws of the state of New York, 
he must be discharged." 

One Smith, ^ naturalized citizen of the United States, 
and a Scotchman by birth, was ai^rested during the list 
war, and imprisoned in the barracks at Sackett's Har- 
bour, on the charge, among others, of his being, a spy. 
On the restoration of peace, he brought his action of 
felse imprisonment, against the commanding ofi|cer <rf 
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the garrison. The case was brought before the su- 
preme court; where it was argued, on the part of the 
defendant, that, on the principle of natural and perpetual 
* allegiance, he remained a British subject, he, was a spy, 
and could be treated as such; and at all events, the offi- 
cer, who detained him, was justifiable in doing so, until 
by a due investigation in a court martial, it could be 
ascertained whether, he was a citizen or an alien. For 
the plaintiff, it was insisted, that a naturalized citizen 
enjoys all the rights and privileges of a native born, 
who is entitled, in every possible case,' to protection from 
military power. The authority of Sir Matthew Hale 
was quoted, that even in England, martial law is.no 
law, but something indulged as a law; a[nd tbe opinion 
of Lord Loughborough was relied on, that martial law, 
even, as described by Sir Matthew Hale, does not exist 
at all. The court said, *'the defendant's conduct does 
not appear harsh or offensive; but it is the principle in- 
vdked, that renders the result so important. None of 
the offences, charged against the plaintiff, were cogniza- 
ble before a court martial, except that which relates to 
his being a spy; and, if he was an American citizen, he 
could not be chargeable with such an offence. He might 
be amenable to the civil authority for treason; but could 
not be prosecuted, under martial law^ as a spy.'' One 
of the judges dissented, on the ground, that the officer 
was justifiaole in detaining the plaintiff, till it was ascer- 
tained whether he was a citizen; but the judge expressly 
admitted, that if he was a citizen, he was not fiable to be 
tried as a spy. ^ 

It is evident, that by the expression, vfiartialkm^ in 
the last part of the opinion of the court, reference is made 
to the second section oJT the act of congress, for esta- 
blishing rules and articles of war, for the government of 
the ahnies of the United States, in which the punii^mcnt 
of death is denounced against spies. 
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The independent stand, taken by the court martial, 
had Idh, no glimpse of hope, at head quarters, that the 
prosecution of Hall, pn the charge of mutiny, on which 
he had been imprisonedt could be attempted with any 
prospect of success — the futility of any further proceed- 
mgs agmnst LouaWer was evident — Jackson, therefore, 
put an end to Hall's imprisonment on Saturday, the 11th 
of March. The \i|prd imprisonment is used, because 
Eaton assures his reada*s, that ^^Judge Hall was not 
imprisoned; it was merely an arrest.** Hall bad been 
taken from his bed chamber, on the preceding Sunday, 
at 9 o'^clock in the evening, by a detachment of about 
one hundred men, dragged through the streets, and con- 
fined in the same apartment with Louallier, in the bar- 
racks. Three days after it had been officially announced 
to the inhabitants of New Orleans, tlmt Jackson was in 
possession of persuasive evidence, that a state of peace 
existed, and the militia had l^n discharged, the 
door of Hall's prison was thrown open, but not for his 
release. He was put, under a guard, who led him sev- 
eral miles beyond the limits of the city, where they Irft 
bim» with a prohibition ta return, ^Hill the ratification of 
die treaty was n^ularly announced, or the British shall 
have left the southern coast.** 

This last, and useless display of usurped power, as- 
tonished the inhabitants. They thought, that, if the 
general feared the return of the British, iHe safejy of 
New Orleans would be better insured, ty his recall of 
the militia, than by the banishment of the legitimate 
magbtrate. It was the last expansion of light, and mo- 
mentary effulgence, that prece^s the extinguishment of 
a taper. 

At the dawn of light, on Monday, the 13th, an ex- 
I»es8 reached head quarters, with the despatch which 
had accidentally been misplaced, in the office of the 
secretary erf war, three weeks before. The cannon sowi 
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announced the arrival of this important document; and 
Louallier was indebted for his liberation to the precau* 
tion, which Eaton says, the president of the United 
States had taken, to direct Jackson to issue a proclama* 
tion for the pardon of all militaiy offences. 



EcUoi%,'^L%tow',-^Airchioe$. — Gazettes. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

A rule to show cause against an attachment for con- 
tempt ^ was , issued a^inst Jackson."^ ffe showed 
eause. — The rule is made absolute. — He declines 
answering interrogatories, and is fined. 

Hall's return to the city was greeted by the acclama- 
tions of the inhftitants* "He was the first judge of the 
United States they had received, and they had admired 
in Inm the distinguishing characteristics of an Amerkan 
magistrate — a pve h^art, clean hands, and a mind sus- 
ceptible of no fear, but that of God. His firmness had, 
eight years before, arreted Wilkinson in his despotic 
measures. He was now looked upon to show, that if 
he had been unable to stop Jackson's arbitrary steps, he 
would preventUm from exulting, in the impunity of his 
tn^tM»s« 

Dick was anxious to lose no time^ in calling the at- 
tention of the district court of the United States, to the 
violent proceedings, daring the week that had followed 
the arrival of the fi!rst messenger of peace; but Hall insist- 
ed on a few days being exclusivelv given to the manifesta- 
tion of the jojrous feelings, which the termination of the 
war excited. He did not yield to Dick'is wishes till the 
21st* TTie affidavits of the clqrkof the district court, 
of the marshal of the IJnited States, of the attorney of 
Louallier and of the commander at the barracks, were 
then laid before the court. 

The case they presented, was this: — that Jackson, 
desirous to punish the author of a publication, vAach he 
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called a falsp and corrupt libel, up\^ims of si:!c weeks 
after the departure of the British, had yielded to the ad- 
vice of those who recommended that the publisher should 
be prosecuted, before a court martial, as a, spy, and had 
him arrested. The prisoner sought legal advice/ and 
was informed, that in case of copviction, sentence of 
death would inevitably be passed on him — and that the 
court martial, by whom he was to be tried, was without 
jurisdiction. He implored the interference of the tribunal, 
especially charged with preventing a military court from 
stepping but of the boupds of its legitimate jurisdiction. 
The judge took the proper step, to have tte complaint 
legally inquired into. With the view of obstructing 
the course of justice, and depriving his victim of the 
protection he had sought, Jacksdn had the judge arrested 
aind imprisoned, till the trial was over. Tte clerk of 
the court wa^ compelled to bring a record of the 
court, to head quarters, where it was t£^en and withheld 
from him. He and the marshal Mrere threatened. Some 
6f these transactions happened after accounts of the 
cessation of the state of war was received. The pro- 
ceedings did not appear to have the least semblance of 
necessity, or even utility. 

On the motion of the attorney of the United States, 
a rule to show caiise, why process of attachment should 
not issue against Jackson, was granted. 

On the return day, Reid, one of the general's suds, 
accompanied him to the court house, and presented to 
the court a paper, sworn to by Jackson, as hb answer to 
the rule. ' 

In the preajnble of this document, a solemn protest 
was made against the unconstitutionality and illegaUQrof 
the prosecution — ^the authority of the attorney of the 
United States to institute it, was denied, as well as that 
of any court of the United States, to punish for a con- 
tempt. It averred that no criminal prosecution could 
VOL. II. , 53 
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be esLttkA on, iaafey of these courts, except upon a pre- 
sentment or indictment, or for an offence not created by 
a statute — it insisted on a trial by jury; it ui^ed that the 
contempt had not been committed in presence of the 
court, that the Writ of habeas corpus was not returnable 
into courtj and that the authority of the judge, who issa- 
ed it, was confined to the case of a prisoner under, or by 
colour of, the authority of the United States. 

In the eonciusion, the proclamation of martial law 
was justified, on the report which the generaliiad receiv- 
ed, of the disaffection and seditious disposition, of the 
French part of the population of Louisiana; and various 
extracts were given from letters of the governor, on the 
difficulties be had to encounter, the opposition he met 
with from the legislature, and the little dependence there 
was for success, except on a regutar force, to be sent by 
the United States. The interference with the records 
in the clerk's office, was justified on the bdief the defi^n- 
dant entertained, ttet it was withia his authority. The 
proclamation of martial law was held to have made the 
publisher of the libel a soldier, and his offence cogniza- 
ble by a court martial: and the imprisonment of the 
judge was said to have been a measure of necessity. 

The attorney of the United States, opposed the read- 
ing of this paper. He said that, in no case, the defendant 
was permitted to make evidence for himself, and justify 
himself, by swearing he was innocent; although, on a 
process of attachment, the defendant's answers to inter- 
rpgatories, put by the officer who conducted tte prose- 
cution, were conclusive evidence. 

In the pfesent stage of the cause, the inquiry was con- 
fined to the sufficiency of the facts sworn to— 
whether they did constitute an offence, and one 
which did support a prosecution, by process of at- 
tachment. Wiien the hearing would be on the merits, the 
defendant xrught av^ himself of his answers to interroga- 
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tories, to show that the facts, in the affidavits, on which 
the rule was obtained, were not true. The judge took 
time to deliberate. 

On the next day, he said*— "The court has taken time 
to consider the propriety of admitting the answef, offer- 
ed yesterday. It was proper to do so; because it is the 
first proceeding, of any importance, instituted in. a mat- 
ter like the present, since the establishment of the court; 
and because, by the constitution of the court, it is com- 
posed of one judge only; and it so happens, that one 
of tlie charges of contempt, is his imprisonment, and the 
consequent obstruction of the course of justice. This 
is no reason why the proceedings should not have been 
^ instituted, and be persevered in; but it is a good one for 
much deliberation. No personal consideration ought^ 
for a moment, to allow the abandonment of the defence 
of the laws, the support of the dignity of the tribunal, 
and of the rights of the citizen. 

^^I have considered the case, and I think I £iee a clear 
course, 

**On a rule to show cause, the party called on may 
take all legal grounds^ to show that the attachment ought 
not to issue. He may take exceptions to the mode of 
proceedings, and prove, from the affidavits on which 
the rule was obtained, that the facts do not amount to a 
contempt. 

**If the court be convinced that the attachment may5> 
legally issue, it goes to bring the party into court — ^the 
interrogatories are propounded — he may object to any 
of them, as improper, or deny the facts charged, and 
purge himself of the contempt, on oath. His single 
testimony counteracts all other that may hayc been ad- 
duced. ) 

**I will hear any of the exceptions taken in the answer^ 
or any question of law that may be urged. 
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Reid now expatiated on the unconstitutionality and 
illegality of a mode of proceeding, which deprived the 
defendant of the benefit of a trial by jury, and on the 
protestations, and exceptions in the preamble of Jack- 
son's answer. He dwelt on the necessity there was 
for the proclamation of martial law, and attempted the 
justification of the facts, stated in the affidavit, which 
were the basis of the prosecutions, by martial law. 

The attorney of the United States stated his convic- 
tion, that it was now too late to speak of the unconsti- 
tutionality of the process of attachment — a construction 
and interpretation of the constitution, contemporaneous 
with that instrument, and coeval with the present gov- 
ernment, had received the Unction of the Judiciary, 
and the house of representatives : — that no jury was 
cdled in, because the facts, if contested, were to be set* 
tied by the oath of the defendant, in his answers to in* 
terrogatories propounded to him, in behalf of the Unit* 
ed States; it being the duty of their attorney, to draw 
forth, by these interrogatories, as by cross-examina* 
tion, in the audition of witnesses, the fiicts^ winch the 
defendant had an interest to conceal. After lus con* 
science was thus probed, the evidence resulting, from 
his answers, cbunteracted all the testimony adduced 
agmnst him. 

The attorney urged, that he was willing to admit 
that the arrest of Louaillier lyas not made undo* any 
authority derived from the United States, but it was his 
duty to say, it took place, under colour of such an au* 
thority : and, in either case, it was the duty of the ma* 
gistracy of the United States, to inquire into the legality 
of the arrpt. He added, that with ngard to such 
writs, which the judges were authorised to issue, at 
their chambers, it had never been doubted, that obedi- 
ence to them was to be enforced, and contempt of them 
jmnished, in the same manner as if the writ had been 
f issqed by the clerk. 
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He' added that, when the case should be before the 
court, on the merits, the defendant would have every 
benefit that could be derived from martial law. 

The rule was made absolute. 

Jackson*s advisers now found he could not be de- 
fended on the merits, with the slighest hope of success, 
as the attorney of the United States would probably 
draw from him by interrogatories, the admission, that 
both Louaillier and the judge were kept in prison, long 
after persuasive evidence had been received at head- 
quarters, of the cessation of the state of war. They 
therefore recommended to him not to answer the inter- 
rogatories, which would authorise the insinuation that 
he had been condemned upheard. 

It appears that some of his jparty, at this ] period, en- 
totained the hope that Hall could be intimidated, and 
prevented from proceeding further. A report was ac- 
cordingly circulated, that a mob would assemble in and 
about the court-house — that the pirates of Barataria, 
to whom the judge had rendered himself obnoxious 
before^ the war, by his zeal and strictness, in the prose- 
cution that had been instituted against several of their 
ringleaders, would improve this opportunity of humb- 
ling him. Accordingly, groupcs of them took their 
stands, in di£ferent parts of the hall, and gave a shout 
when Jackson entered it. It is due to him to state^ 
that^ it did not appear that he had the least intimation that 
a disturbance was intended, aiid his influence was hon- 
estly exercised to prevent disorder. 

On his being called, he addressed a few words to the 
court, expressive of his intention not to avail himself of 
the faculty he had to answer interrogatories; — ^a deter* 
mination, which he said was grourujed on the court's 
refusal to allow his answer to the rule, being read. 

The court informed him, every indulgence had been 
extended to him^ which the law authorised. 
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The attorney of the United States now rose, and smd 
that his ta$k was much simplified by the course the de- 
fendant had taken. The defendant stood charged with 
having obstructed the course of justice, and prevented 
the interference of the court, in order that an iUe^ pro- 
secution, for a capital offence, might be carried on, be- 
fore a military tribunal, against a citizen absolutely un- 
connected with the army or miUtia. His protestations 
and exceptJons, had already been disposed of. The 
greatest part of the paper, which he had produced on his 
first coming into court, was filled with extracts of 
letters, and arguments^ by which his issuing a procla- 
mation of martial law, was intended to be justified. — 
No one had ever seen any degree of guilt in this act. — 
It was very proper, in the beginning of an invasion, for 
the commander of the army raised to oppose it, to 
warn, by a solemn appeal, his men and all his fellow-citi- 
zens around him, that circumstances required the exer- 
tion of the Acuities of all, to repel the'enemy — and that 
the martial law of the United States, i. e. the system 
of rules established by the acts of congress and the laws 
and usages of nations, with regard to mardal matters, 
would be strictly enforced. 

The words of Judge Bay, of the supreme court of 
South Carolina, in Lamb^s case, were quoted: — *'Ifby 
martial law is to be understood that dreadful system, the 
law qfarmSi which in former times was exercised by the 
KLing of England and his lieutenants, when his word was 
the kWi and his will the power j by which it was exer- 
cised^ I have no hesitation in saying that such a monster 
could not exist in this land of liberty and freedom. The 
political atmosphere of America would destroy it in 
cmbyro. It was against such a tyrannical monster that 
we triumphed in our revolutionary conflict. Our fa- 
thers sealed the conquest by their blood, and their pos- 
terity will never permit it to tarnish our soil by its un- 
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hallowed feet, or harrow up the feelmgs of our gallant 
sons, by its ghastly appearance. All our civil institu- 
tions fgrby it; and the manly hearts of our countrymen 
are steSe^gainst it. But, if by this military code are 
to be understood the rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of our men inarms, when marshalled in defence 
of our country's rights and honor, then I am bound to 
say, there is nothing unconstitutional in such a system." 

The attorney of the United States candidly admit- 
ted, that, although the acts of the defendant could not, 
by any means, be justified by his proclamation; they 
could certainly be so, by necessity, which justified 
any act it commands — and the defendant was entitled 
to every benefit under the plea of necessity : and, on 
the part of the United States, success in thjs prosecu- 
tion, was neither expected nor wished, if that necessity 
could be shown. 

To show that no necessity existed, to .authorise the 
acts of violence complained of, the attorney stated, 
that the defendant had admitted that **most of the acts 
mentioned in the rule took place, after the enemy had 
retired, from the place he had at first assumed — ^after they 
had met with a signal defeat — and, after an unofficial 
account had been received of the signature of the trea- 
ty." This had been verified by the affidavit of the de- 
fendant, that the material facts contained in his answer, 
he believed to be true — but the general had not sworn 
that his answer contained the whole truth, and the coun- 
sel by whom the document was prepared, had carefully 
suppressed some most material circumstances. The 
charges, which were the basis of the illegal proceecMngs, 
which it was the bounden duty of the court to arrest, 
were exhibited, after several confirmations of the ac- 
count of the signature of the treaty were received — af- 
ter the ratification of that treaty by the Prince Regent 
had been announced— after it was known that the trca- 
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ty had arrived at Washington, and the Senate liad ad- 
vised its ratification — after the President had ratified it^ 
and the mutual exchange of the ratification^. ^It was 
admitted that the official annunciation of aU these cir- 
cumstances had not been received by the def<;ndanty 
but to use his own words, in an official document, he 
h2d persuasive evidenee of these facts, and he credited 
them. The untoward accident, which had prevented Us 
receiving the despatch of the secretary of war contain- 
ing the official intelligence, was known to lum. He 
even confessed the state of war no longer existed— -that 
bis duty forbad lum to persist in measures, which the 
return of peace rendered unnecessary and illegaU Un- 
der this impression, he proposed a suspension of hos- 
tillities to Lambert — he discharged the militia of the 
state; and consented that the French subjects, residing 
in New-Orleans, should no longer be required to return 
to his camp. 

In the conclusion of his argument, Dick observed^ 
that credulity itself could not admit the proportion, 
that persuasive evidence that the war had ceased, and 
belief that necessity required that violent measures 
should be persisted in to prevent the exercise of the 
judicial power of the legitimate tribunal, could exist, at 
the same time, in the defendant's mind. 

The general made a last effort to avert the judgmmt 
of the court against him, by an asseveration, te had 
imprisoned Pominick A. Hall, and not the judge : his 
attention was drawn to the affidavit of the marshal, in 
which he swore Jackson told him "I have shopped the 
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The court, desirous of manifesting moderation, 
in the punishment of the defendant for the want of it, 
ssud that, in consideration of the services the general 
had rendered to his country^ imprisonment should 
make no part of the sentence, and condemned him to 
pay a fine of one thousand dollars and costs, only. 
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A check was immediately filled by Duncan, signed 
by Jackson, and handed to the marshal, who accepted It 
in discharge of the fine and costs. 

On Jackson's coming out of the court house, his 
friends procured a hack, in which he entered, and they 
draggefd it to the Exchange coffee-house, where he 
xmde a speech, in the conclusion of which he observed 
that, **during the invasion, he had exerted every faculty 
ia support of the constitution and laws — on that day, 
he had been called on to submit to their operation, un- 
der circumstances, which many persons might have 
deemed suflGicient to justify resistance. Considering 
obedience to the laws, even when we think them unjust- 
ly applied,as the first duty of the citizen, he did not hesi- 
tate to comply with the sentence they had heard pro* 
nounced;'* and he entreated the people, to remember 
the example he had given them, of respectful submission 
to the administration of j ustice. 

A few days after he published, in the Ami des Loiip 
the answer he had offered to the district court, preceded 
by an exordium, in which he complained, that the court 
t^d refused to hear it. He added, that the judge ^^had 
indulged himself, on his route to Bayou Sarah, in mani- 
festing apprehensions as to the fate of the country, 
equally disgraceful to himself, and injurious to the inte- 
rest and safety of the state,'* and concluded — **should 
judge Hall deny this statement, the general is prepared 
to prove it, fully and satisfactorily." 

• The gauntlet did not long remain pn the ground, and 
the jFollowing piece appeared in the Louisiana Courier: 

"It is stated in the introductory remarks of general 
Jackson, that *on the judge's route to Bayou Sarah, he 
manifested apprehensions as to the safety of the coun- 
try/ disgraceful to himself, and injurious to the state.* 
Jud^ Hall knows full well, how easy it is for one, with 
the influence and patronage of general Jackson, to pro- 
VOL. II. 54 
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core certificates and affidavits. He knows that roen^ 
usurping authoritv, have their debtors and spies; and 
that, in the sunshine of imperial or dictatorial power, 
swarms (^miserable creatures are easily generated, firom 
the surrounding corruption, and rapidly changed into 
the shape of buzzing informers. Notwithstanding 
which, judge Hall declares, that on his route to Bayou 
Sarah, he uttered no sentiment disgraceful to himself, or 
injurious to the state. He calls upon general Jackson^ 
to furnish that full and satisfactory evidence of his asaer* 
tion, which he says he is eimbled to do.' * 

The i^ge was never redeemed. The generic's si* 
lence showed, that those, on whose reports he had ven* 
tured to charge HaU» could not enable him to admiim* 
ler proof of what they had advanced. The accusaidoa 
appeared as destitute of foundatioii,as ^chm^gebroug^ 
agsunst the legislature, of having entertained die idea id 
proposing a capitulation. Never was a virtuous com* 
munity, more gratuitously charged with disidBEectiicmy 
sedition and treason, than the population of Louisiaiia* 
Time has shown, that, in patriotism, zeal and courage^ 
it did not yield to that oi any state in the confi:de« 
racy. Before danger was impending, they canvassed 
every measure that was proposed to th&ati they invcs* 
tigated every claim on their services. But, as soon 
as it was necessary to act, they did so,, promptly and €£• 
ftc^ally. All the resources of the state, were put 9lt 
the disposal of Jackson— -every branch of govemmeDtt 
with all its might, seconded Um— the peojde suba^t« 
ted to every privation, every duty, wluch circumstsoi* 
ces imposed. 

It b true, the general assemUy did not join Jackacm 
in the belief, that the suspen^on oi the writ of hab€a9 
corpus, was a proper measure. They knew^ better 
than he, the populaticm of their eouhtry*-^they did not 
err, when they concluded it could be trusted^ Thqr 
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remembered the time of Wilkinson, and experienced 
that his violent measures and those of Jackson, after 
danger had ceased to exist, were absolutely ill timed — 

Eroductive of disorder and confusion, and unattended 
yany advantage: and the people, as.soonas danger 
was over, manifested their determination, not to submit 
to oppression or unnecessary hardships. The French 
subjects had shown, they were not afraid of the enemy; 
they showed they did not fear the general. Nothing 
but the certainty, that the day of retribution was at 
hand, and that the insult, offered to the court of the 
United States, was about to be avenged^ prevented 
those serious difficulties, which Claiborne, as Eaton 
informs us, believed would soon be witnessed in New- 
Orleans. 

The national council rendered to Louisiana, that 
justice, which she ought to have received at the head- 
quarters of the seventh military district. 

Congress passed a resolution, expressive of the high 
sense they entertained, of the patriotism, zeal, fidelity 
and courage, with which the people of Louisiana had 
promptly and unanimously stepped forward, under cir« 
cumstances of imminent danger, from a powerful in- 
vading enemy, in defence of all the individual^ sodal 
and political rights, held dear to man. A like sense 
was also expressed of the generosity, benevolence and 
humanity displayed by the inhabitants of New-Orleans, 
in voluntarily affording the best accommodations in 
their power, and giving their best attentions, to the 
wounded, not only of the army of the United States, 
but also to the wounded prisoners of a vanquished foe* 
In receiving this testimonial of the approbation of 
the legislature of the Union, well might the people . 
of Louisiana exclaim, laus laudari a te. It was od- 
culated to induce them to disregard, as it effectually 
counteracted, the assertions and insinuations of Jack- 
son's advisers and panegyrists. . 
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If, oa the arrival of O'Reilly, at New-Orleans, in 
1769, he had attended to the mazim, in the motto of 
bis coat of arms, Fortitudine et prudentia, the lives 
of five individuals, in whose attachment to their former 
sovereign, he should have seen a pledge of their future 
devotion to his own, would have b^en spared. If 
Jackson had been as prudent after the invasion, as he 
bad been brave during its continuance, he would have 
spared to himself and others, very disagreeable conse* 
quences. May his conduct during one period, be a 
pattern, and, durbg the othcT} a warning to future com* 
manders ! 

It is the duty of history to record the virtues and 
errors of conspicuous individuals. In free govern* 
ments, dangerous precedents are to be dreaded from 
good and popular characters only. Men of a different 
cast can never obtain sufficient sanction for their mea« 
sures, to make their acts an example for others. Hence, 
the necessity of exposing the false grounds of the ac* 
tions of the former, and pointing out the evil conse- 
quences to which they lead. 

The history of every age, and every country, shows 
that, the higher man is placed in authority, the greater 
the necessity of his bridling his passions, lest others 
should believe, anger and resentment, have prompted 
measures, which should have had no other modve but 
public utility — ^and that a temper, which can bear no 
contradiction, and a will spurning all control, are the 
characteristics of a man in power. It teaches us how 
important it is, he should not select for his advisers, 
men who have enlisted themselves in the ranks of those 
who oppose the measures of government — men having 
private interests to subserve, private enmities to gratifv» 
and private injuries to avenge— that he should abstain 
from actmg pcrsonnally, in cases, which present great 
latitude for the improper indulgence of his feelings; and 
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leave to dispassionate tribuuals, the punishment of 
those who have wounded his pride, by setting his au- 
thority at defiance ; refraining to become the prosecutor 
and arbiter of his own grievances, and to place himself in 
situation, in which, reason having but little control, be 
may do great iujustice; and suspicion always, andcen* 
sure often, attach to his determination. 

May the citizens of these states ever find in the an« 
nals of tlieir country ,reasons to cherish and venerate|that 
branch of government, without the protection of which 
it is in vain that the invader is repelled — ^the benign in- 
fluence of which, man feels before he enters the portals 
of life~-which guards the rights of the unborn child— ^ 
throws its broad slueld over helpless in&ncy~-the 
solicitude of which, watches over man's interests, when* 
ever disease or absence, prevents his attention to 
them — to which the woodsman confidently commits 
his humble roof and its inmates, in the morning, when 
shouldering his axe, he wlustles his way to the forest^ 
assured it Will gUard them from injur^,and secure to him 
the produce of his labour— from which the poor and the 
rich are sure of equal justice — which neither the ardx^ 
dvium prava jubentiufih nor the vultus instantis tu^ 
rannij vrill prevent from coming to the relief of the 
oppressed — ^which secures the enjoyment of every do- 
mestic, social and political right, and does not abandon 
man after he has passed the gates of death — leaving him 
in'the ^ve, the consoling hope that the judiciary pow- 
er of his country, will cause him to hover a while, like 
a beneficent shade, over the femily he reared— direct* 
ing the disposition of the funds his care accumu- 
lated for their support, and thust by a sort of magic, 
allow him to continue to have a willt after be has cemmf 
to have an existence. 

Biccrdt — GaxeHa* 

THE ElfP. 
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